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A good mind easily amalgamates with religion ; but one 
soured by discontent, or agitated bj^turbulent passions, will 
Admit nothing exhilarating, 

Bjdlake*s Bampton Lectures. 



There is no virtue morejuauaUaiathe softer sex, than that 
mild and quiescent spirit of devotion, which, without entan- 
gling Itself in the dogmas of religion, is melted by its charities 
and exhilarated by its hopes. Cowpbr. 
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CHAPTER LT.: 

> 

Mr. Grant had, not without intention, con- 
trived to fix his iivssAi within isigfat of the 
£nest of the churches.: he well, knew tlhe dispo- 
sition to copy, that often, exists in the mi Ad b£ 
unrqly man, and he knew the power of iinipd* 
sing objects ; but he wai^ equally well awarb tha6 
many a mind which will follow, refused to be 
led; and thensfofe be used no urgency; . No-^ 
thing waB said on the''subjb9t of Rcxsann^s goings 
to dkurch— it seemed undmtood that it was not 
te bftithought on; 

V ^ I shJall go in silence/ said Mr. Grant to her^ 
mrhen iie could jipeak to ker alone; * but I would" 
bafve the utmost delicacy observed; -^Let y<:>ur^ 
&ther sias nothing bat that he is consulted, and 
tliat We give up to hirhabitg, as 'mtich and aa; 
ttsio^tenteitiously as we <^nr*^and then let us 
mark how this operates.' 

The' belU ceased to call the congregation,' and 
the streets were emptied. * Do you not folloiv' 
'^ fashion of the place, Rosanne?* said her fa» 
th^r to her, as she sate reading behind hi» chain 

toL. m, ^ 



t !tOSANNt;. 

* These fine pec^le^ who have flocked by f6 sho\lr 
themselves to each other in a crowd, I dare say^ 
think they are doing I'i^ht : I supposed Grant 
would have taken you — I could amiise myself ^ 
and t certainly shall never oppose your acting 
consistently with your new o|)inions : — I have 
given my word, and you may rely on it/ 

^ A thousand thanks, my de^ father ; but it 
is the value of what you grant me, that would 
prevent my using it/ 

* How 4o ? — do not be absurd/ 

* I will explaih myself. If you told me I 
might walk across the room as a favour, L 
should do it, and be satisfied; but if you per^ 
mitted me to go without you, to see a fine pr(>*. 
apbct; to look at pictures or statues^ito he^r: 
fine music or superior eloquence, I should say^. 
the' pleasure is incomplete without my fether.rr* 
Ano&er ihotive would resirain me :i if I did, it; 
publicly, it would imply that you bad not ^ 
taste for theise excellencies ; and Z w;ould not so 
traduce lyou to the world; j I know you baveia^ 
taste, a&d a-^ood taste,- and a correct taste; and: 
I persuade myself that a time will conie> whea, 
you will: accompany toe— *ahd for .this I- wilt 
wait, in. the humbU|k and most grate&l sub* 
mission/ .. ' >,.•...:. ; 

' * Is it possible/ ' said Bellarmine, . tujmiiig 
routid in bis chair to lo6k at his daughter—* J$r 
it possible that you ate considering nte^ insteadt 
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KOSANNfi. s 

of peiformiiig what you call* your duty to your 
Jtfaker ?-t^1vhat mcohsistency !' 

* No, my fathefj-^perffect coMistency : I am 
ictoing all m my power to atone for my neglect : 
I am teading thdcfaurch-serviCe— *aiid thiss shall, 
ibr. the pTBsent/ content me. I am conifidetit that 
the o&ly way to obtain the favour of my Maker 
is to prefer my duty to my inclination t — should 
i* not Irafhcr dishonour than honour my parent, 
— ^and:such a parent! if, by any act of mine, I 
pointed out that he doubted the providence of 
Xxod? You are well to-day — yoii will go out, 
«y6u jsay ;• therefore you. cannot appear hindered 
*y Want of health : — no, my dear Sir, I will 
never iii^re your estimation by my contrasting 
conduct :^what I cannot cure, I will hide — at 
4c^st while I have hope;'. 
• fie ^had again turned his back : he no^v rose 
in- sildice, and went out of the room«: 

What would have been Rosanne's'apprehen- 
lixims^ had' 'she been privy to- the scene in the fo« 
j^t? She could, not know that her thoughtft^l 
giiardiajd had Bellamdine's razors in. his pocket : 
i«he imagined that his penknife was mislaid, be- 
cause she had lent him hers. . Her own pro- 
f>erty was^' indeed, safe;- but on neither razors 
nor penknife, or any perverted use of suc^li in- 
^ruments, did she think. 
. She was disturbed by his manner of leaving 
the room ; but it wks because she feared be was 
.^^ittmg her to indulge iu a fit of low spirit^ 
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restoration: she Wais iispaiient for .hi^ !appei£« 






#Dce) but shci dar^d stab ha^t^ it. . / . r 
. The powier of employiiig herself t ims lioir 
destroyed; ipod, if possible^! ^ith. anxiety gieatdr 
than^ when she was awaiting )bis. resturni!fioili 
the forest/ !ihe listened to sbunds/ that > pasted 
laway from her. ' , ;.:.;:,.; I 

, She went to his diaanberTdoor, and, had s\k 
feared the worst, might have been cMciforted. by 
Joiearing him isaya^iieMr Words in a ^fxrartmiriii^ 
complaixungtxme^; hut tt)lher tiiey: ware ?«on^ 
firmation strong'. of all^she dreaded. ^ Wi>y) thif 
must be the re-re-aGtioitof:laudatiuiii/^Mid s)ib 
to herself, ^if tfaiais aayeffeet of it j.^but he 
.waft 80 much better^ that it ictnnot b6. : I mm 
sure there is something more ofcaiis&itibtn the 
laudanum— I hope dear good Air. Grant islnot 
deceiving, me-^*! hope they are' not treattsig me 
like a child/ . I ', : :. 

She came a way *-Hshe . rettu^ned z tail was* etill 
:#rrshe returned ag^in/: aUe oalldd-^^nOi ^ni^erc: 
she knew not what ^ioiifeari: that*nv]MGh'4b^ 
eUould most haveiditobdei;! was still remote from 
•her imagination. Sfae did ndt, k^eumo^^ call to 
mind Captain Mask^s* prediction : evil: tfao^^t^ 
-faadnot ready access t& her 4&ind. - ../..; ua 

At length, while listfening^ against t3ie» parti- 
tidn which divided the iootns, shenheasd; or 
^fancied sfaeiieard, her. ownname pttonaBneed^hi 
a. low hollow ;voice;i i^Sfael^fisw^ a9a&^ylb)i^, 



o&kniiW-d66r,:bttt (f WM ibeked^and her n- 
quest to'Hamt6peneid, '^^ )not an&Mreied. 

- Wtikt-Sfhourd'slie do* • 

" 13iere was ".a d<ior, |**h![p9, frditt the next 
room, which Mr. Grant ocoupied. ,' ' 

'^'H^k' iebnj^dture "wit teuSv^hie; Bhe ^imd a 
Atiot \rH!bh Aie could c^|^h-^but what dicl $fafr 
see ?-^her Tather on th* floor. 
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• May tUfe taste for «fcenes c( tfOi^or h6 fer 
ever exploded! k Aali nOtT -here have aitny tfn-^ 
couragfMndrit-^it ils cdrrupt, ahd prbdbctive of 
mtkBl eVi!/ » - ^ 
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- «Iflfimti Tite must die,' 6aid She, 1ot|fertelf.' 
--' Gre&t Y?c^! look- Oil il^^^^O Mrl Gi^Ml! thti 
y6u'were'*u1r'he^!'' '^ • '■ ' : ' •• ■■■'>■ 
"•'.'EJctreme pertabatloii^f mind hid- b^n re* 
Heved l)y a very safe, though frightful hfexhor^ 
rh'age from tlfe'head. - \ ' ' ^ 
\^'B6 not 1)<^ ihflcKM; i«a he, ' fathtljr.—' I 
assnr6 vbu this is accideiifc— yoa ihrill fiffd it 
so;' 6ay, satis^ yoirrself. r would' not 'terrify 
;^ou*, iny deai^ child*i-J-4ook your&tlf^t is^ ^^t 

-'••'Roiatih^ 'stipposed -his settisea aflfected^he 
S^ftied '^^Ab^ifiHg-to her when he^'shblild,-. if 
W^ jildgmt^t^had bifeh cieftr, have thought iftttly 

<m mmseir. ^ 

She tried to assist him to rise, hoping, but 
Scarcely knowing hoinrtd iitibtempt i%- tb ;'place 
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6. RO.SA-NN^. 

Inm on bit bedU^' Rosanq^/ said he, looking 
up at Jhor with ^all '€:i;;pres^ion she ha4. never be-:^ 
fore seen in his couptenaiice— -^ my child, I can- 
not conceal it from you ; this ds all your doings 
you are right, J own.' 

She sprung from her I^i^eies — she let drop, the 
arm that she. had grasped*— she stood direct and, 
motionless: her hands |ell liefor^ her, while^^ 
looking on herself with contempt and horror, 
8;he said, in an accent of deep despair^ ^Then 
I OTTt an outc^t from I^eayen, indeed/ 

She could not now hear her father contradict 
her: the ^arrowy shower' of tears that almo^t;^ 
excoriated as they fell, was necessary to restore 
^veu h$r. pow6r of yoicft— all h^ confidence in 
Jfeave^ wa9 tfut enough to recall l^er senses.. 

* Can we do murder and not kno;w.i^?' oaid 
she. ^ Can I have killed my father, and be in- 
nocent ?-*TWhat is innocence^ if ignorance, I 
am innocent of this great offi^ce* Take out^ 
great God, this li^arjt; from my bosom— survey 
it, even with thine eye : has it a thought, has it 
a wish, ; it would hide from thee?! — has it not 
askjsd thy direction ? — has it not submitted tQ 

^ % 

thy guidance ?' [ 

Recpllecting herself, sh^ looked 4own, and 
crying out, * O .my father !' — tears of bett^ ^flS^ 
cacy came to h^\* relief ; and she could hearhin^ 
speak kinder words than ever yet passed hii| 

lip*-/; \ ^ 

> She sunk into the chair nearest to him ; she 
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RO'SANNfi. f 

Imti ervec him^ while he^* suppressing all thought 
£oT himfl^lfy tinted to atbue &>s the douWalcoai^ 
atructioi^iQf what he iiad uttered, by prof^g^ing 
hixnself b^mfited^ not injured, by ber etidea? 
vours, . ' ^ 

. * Po not talk to me, nay dear father/ siid she; 
^ till we have Mr. Grant with us ; be- said he 
should, be at home at One; andit wants> no\V 
Imt Iwtf an hour/ 

'Then;' replied :£ellaniihie> M have no tim^ 
tolc>se; igo to tfae':drawingfroom^^| M^ll;, t gire 
youmyAWOfd, only refasah ^ myself witii^littHe 
water, and I will come td youHHhkeep ^uiet, lattd 
you shall have everv comfort your atfec(iaiiatii| 

She obeyed: lie .led her to the^ dtor«-^sh^ 
l^irew herself mi the sofa— ^' Am | ^alive ? am^ I 
anpiike^ said' dbe; '< did my fadseY bpdak s6 
Hwdly? wbat am I. to hope? will he give up 
aU his prejudices? does hetifiink me pightH - > 
. 'He. came to her, befoi^esbe could gtovs^ un^ 
eas^y : he sate down by her ; he took h^ handB*^^ / 
^ Nowv niy child,' said be,. * my mind has got it^ ^ 
"Tid.of much of its oppressionrt^now hear me.-^ 
I remember^ when I was a young man, and 
iioreif<talked.of than, was good for .me, I was 
told thp^t old Dr. Juatammid had taken my part, 
jwhen he beard me spoken of, perhaps, no worse 
tibian I deserved, and said, that if ever I was con- 
vinced. J was wrong, it must be by female influ- 
WPQ, Lirtte did I foresee, tbat this influence 
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8 JSrO'SA.NNEf 

Grants. ny deaivst lehiU,' isblU shiire' yocir trit 
umph: vlijitheprosedtsljstfeofttiyshsikeiiner^^ 
jfoa vi^iUir^stciat^fied with iny saying that I m| 
not that infidel I may have appeared : I confe3ft I 
yihh^tbrhe sQ;ibiit you have: pre vtehted k. *Iit 
ji^raACe^ Ii^Ugbt ;l!hexontagion.oF8uohiopinibi)Ai 
for. edncajtioniibad: giVfen me n6nb to defeiul 
me; but your conduct has been. my antidote^ tef^ 
ivrtait • [has Aiost ^tibfiiUy aided- it^ X rmll bn«« 
^av(iuji;to ^getr^royfrnind aiid ipirit^ into gboA 
oide^^. and/ if.. I oan «nCceed(to ^ly trwn BaHs? 
liu^tioBy: wq wiU gO' to chwch tc^edier ti#s(t 

Mr. Grant came in while Rosanne's tassvr$tk 
in iuU cflow^-^and noi!ir teamed diapel^d all the 
clouds of separation, of doubt and of odiftmil^ 
that had marrdd tbe !h^>pine^ df fiitKer/:|iii4 
idaughteiv and! called oiit thd endea!rdurs of Mlt 
frieml. If thefe. was lin the ^wotid a; hapj>y 
bc^tng ,at thill monlent^ it waa Roftaime 'Bwilftr^ 
fi»ine; did khe not deaerVeta be so? i 
' Taking her out in^the eireiiifag, ! in hopea <ihat 
ftesht ab kQd>t4)e:calm:<8cendiy of >th6 tovdy 
country might restoK tiie seretiity oJHher mind, 
Itf f . Gtfinty whein she expmssbd lier! difficulty In 
Jbdieving.tblat Whkt wHsia traiiei^Mtirig toter 
jia her father's gen^osity^ oould be feal, repiidd 
4}0 her^ ' His mind JUt^^ been long pn^riiig fbr 
4hi8 happy <;haiige. Mudi i$, xm&&tGoAy^ awing 
to yofirself and > to your propriety of conduc^^ 



had you dojie lessr^ j^pk would nci liarvti^ i^ii^eit 
hjtnr; had you doiie m^ve/ you. would lift^ 
poured i^iiii : h^ hjaa stientfae iufluehdeor^jlim* 
tiontty on ;youMniiid, and'heiiaa ceAdderedit 
tOfft gfeod puf^ose." I Beed liot ttir ybil A<'* 
tmiift sifill he very tetider, a«A not ^require too 
much : he will probiWy slip rnahy times before 
toe teaches the point of «ciir Jty ; bat let no on* 
peraululie; j^oii, \vtien jf oii' haVe 'mot rht to gtikle 
^(ttHj to UsTe ^t V^hetneiide of 'zeal wbiclV mailiy 
people ttunk tiMes^ty to the profiibtion of 
ChristknityrJt? «a?yr/ ij ^^^^ant,' piiomotc itteir 
^U^Mpki^wof religicttiy ; ^nd 1 aequit their iri^ 

ten itte*tbM^t)ii4 ik4;tie']^etigtob eft^e'G^ 
pfeL> - Wben'^H ttAjt jii th'4 World j yonr'cfi^po^ 
•itiott wiR lisad yob '«b ^nite with what you Will 
liter '<alli&d'tetious ptopk^ ' I* bopi Weareatl 
^Mribtis' iHf otif ^d^aViHirfi t^ .obbih tlie fstvont 
oiP God i ^bul 16 ^ their ^ «erk)Win*ss* .dfepends -on 
what they' iiieidetf te, ' ^ * sbrreud^rihg dbts^K^ea 
ted <iur' hetffe to our- Saviour, atid % ki tfiey 
tfiill Ui^ thiere'i^ lia effiit^cyln any 'thing* we* eaii 
de^ uniess^ we.fecSl'^oAvldced that #e hare done 
•oi »th«ugh I Ibve tfeeii \Wth 411 ttiy heart, I 
"t^^oAoi jwH them/ We 'all, I bop6 land trust, 
niMta 4h^ some^ thing; but I hav^ a great objec'^ 
titfn ro Iktiatlcal terms aiid mystical jai^on ; ^ and 
I "sM'ttiy 'face' against ei^ry* thing that narrows, 
or {>lant.^ thorns in the jKitt of religion. Take 
yotir -faitli/ my dearchildj iroiri the words tit 
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JO R0$ANJ4E. 

iMr Blcfi^d Saviotir ; do the best you eau iit 
mderstapdvig and. ia , ^.cti^g up to them, se^ 
jmembe^ing what/ 1 api siire^ you feel yoiurselfj 
l^e impossibility of our meriting pardon <f6r 
even our common transgressions, but through 
his atonement. Cultivate the temper of miod 
that i^ most favoui'able to receive the Ingiienee 
of that Holy Spirit which guides u$ to theper*!* 
formauge of Gods will ; but do not expect ever 
to Jlsel thj^t you have even done ypur best, 
^u^h less that you have entirely surrendered 
^ei^ your pure heart ;to. the service of your 
IVlaker. ^^d the Scriptures with noue )>iit ikia 
best commentaries, and. consider the Epistles ia 
particular, ^s . directed . agaiu&t heresies in the 
^rly church; and consequently be content t^ 
find them Ie§s intelligible to you, . except wbeie 
fluties are plainly enjoined, than the; sitnplicity 
pf the Gospel — ^yet they have their admirable 
use^ which you will didcqver : in time ; but do 
jiot resort to them in, lieu; of the Gospelrtext— f 
take them collaterally, and as expounders of 
the law* I should not give yon this warning; 
but that you will observe, amongst these ' »g^ 
*rious peopje' whom ](. describe tx\ you,: and 
whom you will findj, in most instances, highly 
respectable, a great disposition rather to preach 
from St. Paul> i«rords, than frp^i those, of ou^ 
I^ord hiipself; and I do not think this. faoUit^tel 
an acquaintance with the simple verities. of out 
W?*. ^ am no^ infeUible— God fprb^ I jjhfiwl^ 



HDSANNE^ U: 

pretend to more light than the rest of the 
Wqrld : whenever I change my opinion, you shdl 
know it; but, for the present, do as I bid yoo, 
t— And in your, external, comply with all in<> 
xiocent customs: affect no austerity — do not 
fwcy you offend God, by seeing a pjay, dan^' 
ciiig in company with prop^ pei809s, pr pjir-, 
auing your accomplishments. Vsp music, ai^ 
qiuiic was intended to be used, , to invigorates 
the spirit^, reUeye thought, and aid deyption.-^^ 
X Iniow nothing more innocent, nior^ awak^^ 
ipg to piety. Teach those . wboiUr yofx can, 
ijafluenc^ tp use th^ FP^H withoat abusing it; 
and remeipliipr that a gqo^ mind may be lifted 
towards Heamt, not only by the colour of thc^ 
rainboipr, but even l>y a ^x of ril^^on? if^ opffi 

ftfyou «irW finery ?%S'' : i 
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■/CHAPTER-. -III.- :i-.r ,-, L, ,•.... 

iif e*j6yin^t*b6ycWd1jfi- titoxfosft hopes, nor^dkl-' 
it- dbappdint her. --Efer fittHer was how^: at dlf* 
fti^nt'b«»n^ from 'tfce J^served ttiant she Md' 
miHcrto known htm : he was not gay, ftut h^' 
<Wi tranquil: he took air ^nd fexercrse, sWwM^ 
jJhysiiigtA With* 'to ^imptoVcfd^dounfieiiahcfe,' rA* 
«ia<»ttVtt-sci<!, 'iti^ir s^ffl^ed'her'to^'actrept the' 
l^dnesi' 6fTViPr&.-Knftl5^' i^hb, W^eting^ her- 
^t'8ftn*tfrhiatibil^TOcre thto half-wiy; ' sav^ 
Ifei^ Atom any Wo»i¥|/^iiitfise \hat'h^ i^ 
ranee of common things ih^tlteVc 'febdtated* (J*^" 
Her protegfe was too well hred to distress any 
one by awkwardness : her remarks> were silent 
when they were not favourable, or when she 
could doubt their being just : and it became, in 
a few days, matter of emulation with some of 
Mrs. Firmly's select friends, to offer civilities 
to the beautiful Miss Bellarmine. 

But no alteration did this change of solitude 
for society, and seclusion for admiration, naake 
in the beautiful Miss Bellarmine. She was the 
same Rosanne as at Chateau- Vicq, only infi^ 
nitely happier, and on principle more cheerful. 
She judged of every thing by the standard 
erected in her mind ; and convinced^ daily and 



hmiy, ;^:llt* tfcererate in^eei y^vy^^w «(0ti<9i& or 

sentiments so uninlppy'tuqt as nOt : to obtain/ 1 

character of good and evil, she was duly cir- ^ 

9»lwpec|;:i)i«^lW[tf3h«did,h»is4lf, a»d«r candid 

as her knoMrJedge pf Ghrislianity < <^Hld m4kt 

hQ?9;99 judging of \^h»t. she SAW a»d' bestrd. 

But when once she had decided, which ikfas the 

ferthept^her ju4gifai»t'ev^? I^r(5$rti^ -tQ gifr,- *» 

to the propriety, of f ^tj^r. cooseieptlQiWD^sA^ of 

«d0|ftilig» ib similar ctrcut^9<taqjQ69i vh»t>h4Mw 

pm^ij^, her foimdfttioii ww ;£op.fi]rRi jta aUfiif 

that which wa$ built on it t» be 4estv<>]p€^ ; MmI 

\tM3d 90m pfir<eeiyed tbsl^ .4ny d^visitign .A'om 

djecocuia ri>bbed;bi$c bOiMifeenmoe .pf iil^ sm^ 

and .that: he? nice 4eftse foit^is Jh(ei g^f^r.ia!^ 

htf iipS: to i^ncfwragei it. . ^ I. di&Uk0i &«e()q0ii d^ 

manners that gsies. heyonAf^m x}f: Q)|ivarsatiQ%' 

Mid stbetQ Mi3s Bathos, ^ becapM jit is .glaring 

^ <mei6£ those i securities that $^}mfQf^A% 

ease. . We canus^t ^ apeak . williQut i xwiamnt, . if 

we put onrselvftfl j^ a. situation ; .thfit . admits jof 

beiai^jsaifliHadefBtood o.wHcSr^a^ srithift pl^et 

Kmita^/we zn)ty\doc>what we piedaei^ianid) to^ime^ 

it:<kt ^tticttlarly jru^eessaty ! : to r be^ alitiagrS sw^er i 

am withia' my own . fence. I may y ia my igno« 

tance^ make^miaiakes ;vrhftch wouldi);I<j db joflf 

doubt, be forgiven me on the divditi iqf v my 

being kbo^. to. be pautiouii; bufe: 41^1 l^^y» 

9^. thijig nabedoming//th« 'Uiildr restmi^- o^iOisf 

i^igioni would aubject me jiis% tq lOOMicai} 



u aosAiitinit, 

lAd I hflirii nb right to mftke titysAt 9. Mr^ni 
Example thin' I ought to be.' 

» • • • 

i * I haW fdnnd ouV ^^ sh^ to lif h diaiitv 
^ the sfaortent way to please myself.' 

♦Happy girir said be, ' can you notteAch 
it ine ? 

• * She is teaching it we/ said her fathef; ' my 
Itose is a very good teacher/ ^ 
; ' I hate found out/ said she, ' tiiat tikiiig* 
'More of motives is still better than lobkisig aftef 
* koKioiis when they are gone a niile off:' ' ' 
i *'*Tis Bb new discovery/ said Mr, Orant^ 
^ but" it is' a very useful one ; abide- by it— it 
v^uld prevent half the disingenltousness in thA 
Vo^ld : we should not have to say that- tfa^ 'first 
season \ve hear is seldom th^' true^ohe/ 

All the eonversati6n*^f her father and Mr? 
Griint tended to eonvincehi^r that she' might 
rely as much on diesinc^tty of tbeoii^ a^on^ 
the prudent zeal of the other ; and, on- thefSai* 
tufday of this week, she heard discussed ihi 
choice bf the church in. which, she,^ for thp first 
timiB, should join in the worship txf her Gieftton: 
' ^ Wliat say you to the little Srenohioharoii 
here?' said Mr. Grant; ^ ii iSiVemistble^and 
yeryprivate/ ' / > 

< ^ O uo ! said Rosanzu^ irresistibly iita polled 
to'speak, at a mbmeiit^vhdi slie'was quittiDg 
tbe^Toott ; '^ Q6t Firenchy pray/ 

5 
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. jitr' vftouldbe skulking/ s^ . BelUnnine to 
Mr. Grant. ^Tipie was, a&d not long smcQ 
,wh^ I would gladly have skulked ; hut I should 
not :bQ:satisfied with consulting my own feeling 
in. this instance: — and,! added he^ smiling^ 
f you do not Jknow.ine:well enough to judge of 
the merit of thajtjsentiment; for,, to speak truth, 
I believe.it is the first time in my life that. I 
ever did< not. choose to consult my feeling. Ik 
hM;bci9li, Grant, my bane through life. A man 
ought to have eduoal^d. his feeling very caie^ 
ftiUy, hefpre he presumes to Jet it guide him: 
Humae ^nature, I doubt, is^iiot to be trusted. I 
will not I object; to the church of the least gay 
f esOTt ; .but tet me begirt properly.! : ' 



V • ♦• » . 



t. 



I 

; No fir$t playrr-Ao approatfainglbkH-^no pro- 
mUedf pleasure by water^-noi jodrney by land,' 
ever made the novice in; tbtiltwbdd'st .Enjoyment 
io..f<aHuL;of..dii»i|^ildai^^ iia did the pro-> 
spect of going toxhurch make Rosanne. The 
^(^^^rrfvcid: eveay; tbin^. was propitious: her 
fi^tbdr's mimi rm^ caha/^wi firm. '^ Mr. Grant 
had..pC!(^nted her Avith.a beautiful Conuncm- 
Prayer-Book, in ; which . hk best .. wishes were 
written; a^d she had:prQvid^ one for her fa-n' 
ther according to her: own taste, but without; 
tiie. out-oftpUce osteibtation of ^ present, from. 
he^ who wished to be^depHendent tOA him. TheA 
right and wirong iojtp whijch she; dsivided het> 
ideas, taught Jber tliis^|)ropriet;y^ . I 
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^soiigh: of the xobmio^est ^drndiiptioiiy w^as by 
t»fcuhiitasi6Qs'>maldefawfttli iiiad Ireinaifiw ctf rfaigh 
{PKt]qfliitgr< afi4 a^cfeht'.grandeor ^ aiiii: a$; ithey 
fvitetmkity/ Rosaline; \V,bas&4iea7tiabdfsoii;l weM 
m thkt temple ' not made with • iiands,^ loolcfd 
iDtmd on its vfei^erablie walls, with * an :elev^t«0!rl 
jbf gitLtttudeythati precluded < all confusion anl 
efaibarrassmeBt ; fox it <did not allow Imr^ ^ to 
dunk/jof .hisrs^^. She:li»a'§tiidiedia^Qcsi^itei 
^iliadipas^iagiBS^bf: tbd Rsaims^in heir difembxy ? 
Miwaai^Iad >when they'5aid:^ttnt0 i»e/ Wa .will 
go iilto ibft hdusfe of thie £brd/ iwas dn;4be^(itpsi 
Yjet 4he:hadt)ne feeling peiliaps piscaliar to^ &6rt 
self. Like tho§ewhoj hafiiig aunAsdieal fi^tfttd^ 
think no advice can be so salutary, no opemti^u 
soigenAle-iisIljis^^ she wished: Mr.' (prmajt owld 
Uaveioi^ciated. ^heiwonted.B partkulafJjl sbotb^ 
iti9 itone to< loiQet < her ; fatherfs ^ wounded ttiind^ 

shec|:hffiugM.najhand cotildh^l bnbhid who duui 
probed**: '^ t; . .' lL •:■ ! / I / ^ : . ;.. ■»«' ^ v-.-' 

.Sbet'hadii in )i6r.par||oiiable igtsorajwei ^ «sl^ 
MniOrajit whether- it;^*wa$ not profit to ihfenir 
thrclsi^^niaiii^tlmtlsomeof bis knditMS n«^i^ 
newr/disdples, that hiel nsi'glity' ar sha^Ittft^eimiki^cl 
tkero'woald be '^aaetxxipni'm&imxhedeLtad^ 
their sete^tibn^' 'Wlhich ' she^^ sup j>o;;idi ttiigHt^^M 
donee \^]tliouti ii^ui^r to ^ otdiete^ 4)utqlti^^3)raMr 
had said, t '^ Ito i tb a . ^nsciielittous : ttiSfo; '•' th« 
dtttgr k suffi&ciently itnpte^ive ^^and ^{ird4i:iig)it;^ 
by interesting top mudb, abat«^ Itt-this^ itt* 



stance tbei pCHirers^ we wish to iQcrease. Let us 
takewliat we must, in worldly langui^, call 
ounr cliance/ and trust to the blessing of God 
tint we skali be able io apply to ourselves tilat 
which most conoems us^ and to extract from 

■ 

the sermoii What is moat useful. A good pastor 
of his flock always provides for the weakest ia 
the fold ; and the duteous follower of Him 
who alone ^ knew what was in the hdart of 
^ man/ wili always adopt his mode of treatmeiity 
n^trobating audacious vice ^tfa dignity, and 
pirimibting the return to virtue by persudviQti 
and ehcoumgement 

• « 

Notfiing could now detach Rosanne fronl. her 
iath^rfsLside. On her knees--«on the ground-f- 
tc^ectiiig every convenience and indulgtec^^-^^ 
her hiimfs example taught her— ^^ perhaps 
'inoni fervently than ever for herself, besongbt 
for him the pardon, the guidance, and the bless- 
Jng of God, through that mediation, of which 
she felt as well as acknowledged the necessity, 
: to .man, ^ iallen £rom hb high estate/ 

She oould not have hoped, even from Mr. 
Gmn^ more tenderness of manner than that with 
which the service was read; but stillsbe waited 
anxiooBily for the sermon. She had read soQie 
wdbicfa she thought would have suited her father 
and her: her heart beat; but ' Thy will be done' 
dosed all ha tumultuous feelings. 

The preacher^ in a discourse on the text ^ Let 
TOL. ra. c 
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him that stole, stial no more/ certainly gave 
little hope of adapting his endeavours' to the 
circumstances of Mr. or Miss Bellarmine ; but 
extending his view of the subject to that strong 
proof of a wish to amend, the making compen* 
sation for injury to others, either the force of his 
arguments, or the energy of his manner^ or the 
kind sympathy which he expressed , for . tkoise 
who had still tx) give this strong proof, seited 
the attention of Bellarmine very powerfully; 
and something more than all these- might have 
'been supposed to bear upon his min$i, when lie 
covered his face, and seemed to stifle bis iea- 
sations. 

But the sermon had finally closed with an ex- 
hortation to those then in tlie churj:h, . and 
who admitted the force of the preacliev's argu- 
mebts, to avouch their acquiescence m. the doc* 
trine, and further their own good inteiition8^.fay 
partaking of the Holy Sacrament. Pale. and m 
' tears, Rosanne heatd this* Bellarmine only 
. $hook his head. . t 

They quitted their pew. Rosanne lingered : 

she looked, with a saintly curiosity, to see. the 

' ' table, which seemed spread for those who cte- 

'served an invitation to it, in preference, to her 

' and her poor father. The person whoise office 

' it was to close the doors, stood waiting their 

exit ; ^nd Rosantie &lt as if turned pnlu But 

she dared not give way to her. regret: Jierd«ty 

•Was claimed jtoo imperiously by her fait]iers hu- 



miliation; to allow her to claim any thing^ for 
herself* . ., . 

Every allowance was to be made for.Bellar- 
miiie, if he appeared thoughtful, and: even a little 
disturbed^ on « his return. ' "Religion is ho pre- 
cipitate nostrum ; it is a gentle alterative, pro- 
ducing regular but not violent effects ; and this 
conviction kept Rosaniie's mind. easy. No ob- 
jection was made by her father, when attending 
the aftertioon-service of another church waS 
proposed. He listened with coniplaceiicy to 
the prayers; but there being no sertnon, it 
. remained to be proved, whether . all sermons 
would, for a time, affect him as he had been af- 
fected by that in the morjiing, 

* I have deceived myself— I havq hoped too 
much — I have expected too much ;-r-is it all a 
dream ?* said Rosanne to herself, when she met 
her father the next morning, and saw him little 

. less gloomy than during his former habits. The 
evening had passed well — ^he had Walked out 
with Mr. Grant— sh6 had spent Jt, byherowa 
choice, at homej'aud the toiiversatiori, previous 
to their parting for tlie .hfght,, had been so sup- 

.ported byr Mr^ (jrarit, that Bellarmitie*s being 
somewhat silent was not striking: but tiow slie 

( could not but perceh^,e that which it ^as most 
painful to observe :— and to the increase of hfer 
OYTXi anxiety, their kind friend hinted the ne- 
cessity of returning to his flock, to which he 

c 2 



must, as sdon as they could spate him, yield. 
SoaaethiD^, far mora urgent than invitation, 
pressed their coming into Kent; and ^ This is 
some a>nsolation9' said Rosanne^ wheta her fa- 
ther seemed inclined to engage himself, though 
^t a distant and unfixed day. 

At the first opportunity of tipeaking to Mr. 
Grant witltout her father's oveihearing her, she 
'^gain resorted to her ibrmer mode of procuring 
ease of mind by consulting him ; but the fear 
that she might almost ofiend htm by Supposing 
that which his better judgment, she still flattered 
herself^ told him was impossible, made her af^ 
feet something like gaiety when she spoke* 

' My feelings/ said she, ^ I imagine must be, 
at this moment, extremely like what Miss Pathos 
described hers on the application of a second 
blister to her side, when she had hoped^ in vain, 
to have been relieved from great pain by the 
, first : — 1 cannot bear this repetition as well as I 
did the former suffering/ She then communi* 
cated her fears; and hsqppy she wa& in having 
communicated them ; for they obtained for her, 
though her consolpig friend was not at liberty to^ 
say as much as he wished^ an undertaking for 
the security of her comfort. * T is,' said he, ^ a 
bitter medicine which your tafher is tddng ; 
but hte is sensible that he added the wormwbdd 
to it himself :—-Qne 'thing I luin sorty to tell 
you,— you must know it, and it may ^pare him 



pain to tell i^ myaelf jif-lie must go to London 
for a, few days without yoiu* 

Th? te^rs came into her, eyes as she said in a 
ton^e almost of incredulity, * Indeed V 
• * He mu^V said he ; ^ and he will he the better 
for it; he has afl&irs to settle with various people.' 
^ He thinkf then he shall die^* she exclaimed, 
plasping l}er l^indr in pitiable foreboding, 

^ No, no, do not you fear; you will have.him 
.bfU^k in a £^yr daysr-^l wished to have seen Mi. 
rW^llbom Main Jbefbre I quitted this part of the 
.country; but perhaps you w;ould rather I were 
.witli yofi; afid I will tl^n stay* — ^1 do not know 
that I could be easy in leaving you here/ 
.f What, not \f hen I behnved so well at the 

hotel?' 

' ' ■'■*.' * ' ■ 

^ The hot«l was, in my opinion, though more 
e^pofied, a s^fer place-^you do not know your 
^ervants*-*any scoundrel may knock at the door, 
and ask for you h^ name; and your servants 

. might be very innocently imposed on/ 

The idea of such danger was new to Rosanne ; 
but she jpould pot defy it. ' Shall I go back to 
^^ hotel,' said she, / and remain there? but I 
<;oj^IddQ something that perhaps would make 
my;ftth8r,.and you happier about me. I am so 

joxty^ tO: hp I: trpjjhte'^I dare say you wish I 
were a boy/ 

.,./• *Ko indeed,' said Itfr. Gra^E^t; 'and except 
vihme girts must be sufF^^rers, in spite of all ouie 
^ndeavo.yrs for them, I never allow any f^^ther 

c 3 
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to utter the wish in my hearing. I have known 
some almost saying hard words to girls, under 
selfish fear of trquhle and expense for which 
they could inake ho return : — if they are trouble- 
some, or expensive, ox helpless, 't is the fault of 
those who rear them ; aqd if we cannot like them, 
'tis the fault. of bur taste and thei want of know- 
ipg their usefulness — their soothing power-^ 
their hunianizing properties. ' What should we 
he without you ? — a set. of bears, believe me— 
flr perhaps a herd of asses. If fathers would 
Jcnow what daughters ipay be,, they should ask 
Sir Patriarch Humid. I consigned to the earth 
the dear remains ofhis exemplary daughter Lady 
Valebrun, the week before I left home. Her 
father, important as a sou was to him, I am 
sure never felt a wish that she had not been 
fi daughter ; but then he brought her up for his 
(comfort and her own ; — and thenr-for we can- 
not, Rose, make things desirable, but the people 
of this world will desire them — they have so 
much sense as thef — then came this good young 
man who married her ; and he was too good to 
be refused ; and so adieu all thoughts of a fa*- 
ther's repaid care ! — her father could not think 
of it— and she is dead, and has left a large little 
family to feel, perhaps through their lives, that 
t^hey have lost her. ,. But come, my child, I did 
jiot mean to bedew thy eyes. How shall we 
pottle this matter?' 
< J^ pould accept Mrs. Firmly's repeated inVi* 
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tatjon : I really thiuk ^e 13 good enough to wish 
njeto.do 80;" ; . . 

Thus it was adjusted;' atid Rosanne com* 
pelling her confidence ib Mr. Grant, to pvef* 
power the fears exctted by her facer's counte- 
Dance, : parted from them, in the way least in-* 
cfcfasing any reluctance they might feel in being: 
palled. away, or any. painful anxiety that should 
arise for her comfort iti their absence. 

Walking with her to deposit her safely with 
Mrs. Firiply, Mr. Grant's ready-turning eye 
caught, some children at play. .Rosanne had 
just said, ^ Give mesooiething to think on while- 
J am without you-— something of wh jch I can 
maike profit:' 

; * Nay/ said he, ^ never ask me for subjects : 
•—look for yourself — the world is full of them. 
Those children there read us all a lesson: in 
kicking that tile, and aiming at a spot which it 
is to reach, that boy does what, would to God 
we could all dp! he does his utmost; and if he 
plays again to*m6rrpw, he will feel the improve* 
xnent which be has gained to*day. People com- 
plain of the sameness of life— why do they not 
carry, their eyes, and ears, and understandings 
about with them ? they would then see that no 
two things are alike, aoilrtfaat every minute pro- 
duces something new : — ^they would know too 
that every thing has a tongue, and that every 
tbiu^, whether they hear it or hear it not, 

c 4 
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preaehed tbtftMsn loader than I ever did^ even at^ 
my best Shakspeare was no visionary, when 
he said that stones could make sermons : he did 
nofc prophesy what thih^ wbuld he — ^he knew 
what they must be^ and he acquainted himself 
widt what the^ are. We call poetry £uicy and I 
imaginationy when we shmild oftener call it the 
ii^tiiMte ' peccep^tion of truth. If y ou^ my child, ' 
ckrty through life an observing mind, you will 
be insensible to what half the world complains' 
ofri-ryoii will see literally * good in every thing;' 
and you will never, even in solitude, want.for 
dntertsunment. I was a thinking boyy thoii^ 
an active, and, I believe^ a mischievott oM^.. 
When my father taught me chess for his own 
amusement, I saw in it that which I afterward$ 
recognised as typical of worldly prudence^ I 
%aw the same caution.in the outset of a business 
demanded, as in the first movies of my pieces* I 
saw tliBit I meded coolnisss, fbrbetirance, acut^ 
i&ess, to discriminate between a real and a ikncied 
benefit, as much in £be game of life a» at chest 
-r-the same eijqou^spec^ioQ^ the eame canei ui 
affftifs of Bicety, to seiure an liwiottrable retfea^ 
the same perseverance in sptte of discoufag^^ 
ments; — in short, all the mind that my father, had 
called out on the pie-bald platform, for the isH 
tocests.of my half of. tibe population of it. ^ aA 
game at^ b^tdedore and shuttle-cork, or ^ 
marblet, iaent me, with mcreased accuracy, to 
m^isyntaK-iind prosody f and music> that cb^trp 



of my vacant hours, seemed to roll the soil of my 

mind, and to make its product shoot stronger. 

' I turn away/ ccmtinued he, * from those 

people, and there are some, I am sorry to say, 

in the world, who can distil none but p<yisonous 

juices from herbs*— we have our choice in most 

thills. — And here we are at Mrs. Firmly's^ i 

shallsee you well recdvtd, and then eay, ' God 

< bless you !' . - 

NOTE. 

(1) We are, not even now, t» a fffO^ siifieieiil|f refiiM^^ 
ID our vmaneny to insure, without the warranty of prevjoii^ 
ecquaitttance, the safety of an ignorant person in wishing to 
ke less ignoiant* To^difeitress by a sihile is, in some cases, 
aM»ei a beeach flf dia^ ^laa tiM 4heaghtleaei woiild M^ 
iNit ilie hiNc«e4ai||^ «f Mpeoor W!isflooi,.flMfl^tlie:eiassed ai 
the utmost poisible excess of foOy, were it not (Sarjasfcd if 
the shout of those, xrlia eenfomid others; without $iispectia|p 
^t they themlehres are wroog. Where was the baccuracy 
Ia Tf^^'^g of the fvobescis of an dephant whtdt macb 
fmmg Vriper eaiioaiittt a m$fk feeling ef shame 4br hk 
aMr^i^AndwI^aAaloi^etraager to ito aais^ 

loQik the F P that pointa to the fiie-plu^ Ar a ^^re^oa 
to the fisot-path, and wondered it could be aecessa^^ 
woidS it tiave been kind to consider the error as deserrinff rir 
fieiila?'— Lit it be vesenred for such veliSmtary ignorance tm 
ippaimpiied in the aaswer of a«*ry prel^ gM, who fajeiag 
adc^d tf s^e was fond of a currMe, nspiiod, ' loBerer aat Indi^ 
didies ;' <Nr for thei Sibyl, who, being consvUed op tHe.dif ta99 
from her house to the church, granted that it might be half 
% mile less Ifcan she stated it * in coming bapk, beoiuse it was 
Ml down InlL' Issufcfa a case it was impossible not to recol- 
jfft the liop it the fair,, described as befa^p'Mittafcetfrpmthb 
j^ad to the tail, and twelve froni thetaS to itahead.—^How 
should I know?' is one question. * How ha^e^u fi9f^p4^ 
%nowing ?' is another. 
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CHAPTER LIII. 

• • ' 

TiiE business on which Mr. Bellarmine thought . 
it necessary to go to London, was. of si nature 
yrhich he had too much delicacy, and too much 
respect for his daughter, to divulge. He had; 
but she did not know it, a* son some years older 
than herself r but where this young man was^ 
or how situated, he knew not. 

In the state, of hj^ mind o^ the day when h<t 
attended Pivine seryicct he met, with ctacbuf 

and cchaviction, the preacher's extension'' of his 

• • • • 

aubject to 'the reparation 'demanded from us to 
*hose wliom, either by violence, bv fraud, by our 
ill conduct or its 9Qn9pquences^ PK^YP^ by.acai'^ 
.dent^ wp m^y hav« injured ; and be c^tiie Awajr 
disturb^ by the recoliectfoii of his deserted sonl 
The disturbance had diffused over his mind the 
gloom that had again alarmed Hosanne ; apd the 
purpose of his journey was, in ef^eot, to ohi^jr 
.the preacher, but, in motive, to indulge feelings 
iWhioh, though far from reprehensible, had still 
the inconveniences of feelings. 
' Thus disposed, and dreading nothing so mu^h 
as inaction, he. had resolved to go in .quest of 
Xh\& o^te«ted,offspring ; add not able to endnrfe 
even the linreproving eye of his friend Grant, he 
gave him, with his confidence on the subjecti 
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every possible assurance of • his bei&g * trust- 
worthy, that could induce him to let him g6 
alone on this exploring journey. To haivfe 
doubted him, might have been to tempt him: 
to show confidence, was to teach him to deserve 
confidence. ' 

The gentlemen set out together; and Bellar* 
mine was to leave Mr. Grant with his friends, 
in order to give himself an opportunity of ac- 
knowledging their hospitality in his distress* 
'He did not shrink from going again over ground 
which must bring painful and humiliating re- 
collections; nor did his conversation by the 
way, justify the least abatement of reliance. 
* My mind,' said he, * is perfectly made up to 
any thing I may have to endure in this painftil 
busipess. I shall never infringe on the respect 
I owe to my good girl, cither as it is claimed 
by her better birth, or by her exemplary cott- 
duct ; nor shall 1 ever put it in her power to 
shoW her filial affection by any sacrifice of H^r 
rights, or by any diminution of the distance 
' between her and this young man. I hope I am 
"honestly determined tb do what is just, myself; 
and I will admit no oiie to blush with me 6v 
for me.' So far Pellarmipe was right 



Arrived in London, and'' settled at a hotel 

" there, his first steps were directed to the com- 

merciail academy, at which his' son's education 

had been finished ; and to choose which^ h^ hacl 
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bwa ofi^ofdly induced hy an advertisement, 
imd by the local advantage of its situation in 
4 pan of the town towards which he could have 
no QBiUs. Frqm this seminary the lad had been 
removed, through the medium of the master of 
]^ into the counting-house of a speculating 
trader; ^nd a sum of money had been remitted 
jfor the purpose, with an intimation that it was 
all he had to expect for his furtherance in the 
world. 

Th^ inter^ts of the academy having, in the 
jeourse of a few years, ^ passed through various 
hspds, very little caution was requisite in the 
mqufry^ It was nAade, sis if on the part of a 
friend ; and, admitted tp an interview w|th the 
preseiit head of the house, who had been a mh^ 
ordiiiate assistant in it at the time referred tQ» 
Bellarpipe heard, in a ^lixied cant of the spelling-r 
dicjtionary, the ledger, and the seeond^vhand tow9i 
« all that he cpuld hope to heai: of Mr. Frederic 
Giasi» ; he was toldx how well he had * ^gcme 
fl^ough his sjUtdies^'-ri^that he was ^ a perfectly 
honourable maii,*-p-^ veryhtmowihW'^* remarlic^ 
aUy amtable/-^^ a young :inan of nice tapt,'«*-* 
^ a charming thin*skinn^ fellow, V^ generous to 
a degree J'*~' excessively attached to his friendsi, 
jto Jtn^n ippore so,*— ^* a fine warm open*hearted 
maiily cti^mcte^/-^*. the most uQsmpecting crea- 
ture aUive,*— ^' p^haps a little expensive in h^^ 
habits, and fisee i,n his opinions^^but aU young; 
xpgn wtsn; m^ nowi and when one i» at Jlome. 



one must do as tbey da at Uotne/-^^. Ever^ 
body/ this informant could add, on his owa 
knowledge, ^ blamed iPrederic Gass^s father, who 
was said to be an Irish peer, and immensely rieh, 
for not undrawing his purse, to a youag man 
just beginning trade, as it was impossible^ evivy 
body must be sensible, for any great stroke to 
be done now hi commerce without a latge CMh 
^ital/ Bellarniine took down Mr. Gass^s «4- 
dresSf without entering farther into his faiitory 
or his commercial vie wis. 

From this emporium of worldly wisdom^ lie 

betodk himself, immediately, to one of the fittle 

new streets leading northwards out of the towi, 

and which affbrd situaticms equally suited 1k> 

the balancing purpotes of getting iwoaey and 

^spending it He went up to a 4oor, whidi lie 

esi^^ted ^a brass parallelogram to tell him, Wis 

that whidfi he was seeking, nor was he baulbed; 

' for be could not doubt that he was succ^ssfni^ 

' when he saw inscribed on this door-plat^ n*t 

ibetely ^e surii&me dP the owner, with the ai« 

dition of lifn 6r of a baptismal name, oi^ the 

number of the house, or any of the stiEige^irec* 

^tons by which admissicm is gtdned into spaeldAs 

feinkons, biit Ins ow*n present Htmily-a^pidk* 

tlon, ptehxed to tbtt of Gass : and a setiOfeid 

insJ>ection informed Wm still Farthet; fofm Hft- 

pedtect ei^ure, the result certfttnly of viery 

laudable thrift— showed that whit ^tbod n<*w 

' l^liKi fiuXARidXE ^Ass^ 'had beett heret()^fofe.ttiu 
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EvoeKe Gass, What could this mean ? What 
did it say of the youug Hjan towards whom he 
curaa so well disposed ? iRather, what did it not 
ineair? what did it mt say ? His hand fell from 
ithe: knocker : and he crossed the street, unde- 
termined . whether to prosecute or desist from 
bis. fertKer search ; but recollecting how good 
>^ excuse, his own deficiencies offered for the 
•piesiimption that, had wounded him, he began 
to. survey the visible part of the house, that he 
might, by inference, . proportion his expectOr- 
-tioiw. ' 

• . A n^tfrw^ draperies pf pale blue and full 

, MM oqlour, with all those decorations of taste 

thit i&ake bankrupts of the buyer and often of 

i1^ seller) a picturesque veranda ; flowers in all 

wrts of detachin(ents ; the virgin's bower, coyly 

training against the treillis in hopes it might 

fagailiarize itself to the situation : the elaborate 

gilding of a very conspicuous harp, did not in« 

di<:^te that the imputed pansimony of Mr. Gass's 

. ftthier had been fatal to his comforts, or con* 

d«n)oed him to pine in obscure industry/, 

j^larmine* endeavoured to extract comfort 
fmntjiis proof that his neglect had been un* 
;fi^t, and now gained courage to knock. A very 
well mi^miered footman, in the morning costume 
4>f the upper class, obeyed the call. * Is Mr. 
Cass, at home?' — ^ Mr. BellarmJne Gass inoWf Sir. 
Pid you please to want him ?' — ' Is he within ?' 

I*. I can'ty , upon my honour, Sir, justly^ say as 
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he is exactly. ait hQia^ a^ this inixmte ;. we were 
rather latish this ;aormQg| so he is but just gone 
out, i)Ot five minat$ft agp; did you wifsh to see 
him ?'— * Yes : when can J see him ?*— * Can't 
justly say, Sir;. but. 1. 11 ask. Mrs, Bellarmine 
Gass/— * Is he married then?' — * We have a Mrs. 
JBellarmine GasSy Sir. Walk into that parlour. 
Sir, and I '11 inquire.' 

JBellarmine had time to take a fair survey o^ 
the room into which he had been turned. A 
small piano-forte, a flageolet, a violin and a tarn- 
bourine^ bespoke taste .an^ accomplishments : 
a child's «hoe told the visitor that he was a 
erand&ther, and, in connexion with a bunch 
, of keyp,; might have induced a suspicion that 
housewifery was not the cajrdinal virtue of the 
hopsew The fu,rmture bespoke the best style of 
. dMng cpmpany; 

' Pk^e to walk up, Sir/ was permission to 

see the lady of the house, whom he found in a 

. drawiqgsp^iwv where glass^^teel, pqrc^ain, gold 

.fringgSi: tsvi|ei^ (^biu^ musical instrif- 

: ^.^9lts^ t^e s^Jkndid bindings of books, and s, 

. hj^lfly^nished portrait of a . very handson^ 

'"jijU^llgjman, all sib once claimed re^rd. The 

l^y/ U^le, psiBtty, ^and exquisitely dresse^, 

came from behinfl the ..harp ; and - who could 

then 4i^ at aught beside hef ?. 

I9 a manner, apparently timid, but with tl^e 
phrases of a style of fashdon,/and. a mixture pf 
|>ecuniary regards, she answered Bellarmine^s 
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luetics ob ijbe bhance of meeting ^iSb Mr. 
Oass ; she t^ed of engagciiietits with dukes ; 
and, ad Beilannine tlionght^but he must have 
been mistaken-^'With a rank of persoiis above 
vrdinary dukes— of soapJees-^^f concef ts^ and 
idiscounting bills-nof Billiter Square and Hyde 
Park ; and at length, if it could not be made 
convenient to see Mr. Gass at the benefit-opera of 
that evening, Beilannine had the satisfaction of 
knowing that, at eleven the following forenoon, 
he would be in the way to receive him, * Gtes 
would, to be sure, be at home in the evening-^- 
lie liad a few catches and glees--*but Mr. Obj§s 
was not fond of being interrupted in an eve- 
ning—and indeed he never transacted business 
after dinner : — ^he was always sb lat6 out of Che 
city, that he had only time t6 dtesH ; and his 
man, she knew, was ordered to lliave all bis 
thaigs q|uite ready, as two 6f tSye proftsiors 
took diieir mutton wiUi htnu^ 

A pblite curt8ey<-**nay, rather a very Id w curt* 
sey, and a revest to be imvlDUfed iHth Anaitte 
to give with die messa^, conehided (3ie tedy*s 
part, in which she had certainly ac^itttd Jher^ 
self in a manner tliat Bellarmine wouM stQl 
moi^ 'have admired, had he been mate lA "Ae 
habit of visiting in England. 

He replied by s^fing, * My name^ MidAm, is 
of little consequence : have die goodness to tell 
your husband that he has done it too mucli 
honour/ ' ^ 
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: Tins muftt.Jiavje vbera iiamteiligib}e-<i^atriia 
matter — BellariQiae went wnf^y. 

. He did not forget hb appointmeBt for the 
foUowmg morning : .the cl»f>el-clock8 around 
iwere. striking the hour^ as his hand was on the 
knocker ;^and&t PauFs do^ ;b9s&«kept up, even 
in ' airy nothing,' the coniies^sDn between the 
elegant and the profitable. - t^ 
> . Poes any body epxyMx. B^iarmine his. feel- 
ings as he .again, . asqended the stairs ? They 
WGie.Xho^? indeed of ' high sensation/*^here 
was ^ tact,'— here was- * thin skin' enough, in 
ccm^cience, to. satisfy any dealer in the exqui- 
site; ai^d . Bellarmine had been through life a 
lyerdtant in this traffic; but had he been con^ 
suited at this oiotnent, his. answer might have 
^n nothing better t]tiaa 
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4 .l]feaHfast-r.oimi on the principal floor, re- 
ceived hi tp.. Frying eyes or unpleasant objects 
IVQre... excluded by stained glass, representing 
Jajcpt^-and Laban dividing their flocks, Steri\e's 
Maria^: a monk putting his own construction on 
a text of St. Paul, and other subjects, in the 
choice of which the purchaser had had but a 
tithe*share, having seen only one of them, and 
ordered * the ftllow ' to send him in * that an^ 
nine more of his best articles' (!)• 

\0U III. p 
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The laxly to whose; pretdnce Bel^larmme Bad 
be^ admitted the day before, again received 
him ; but it was difficult to recognise her as the 
sdme person ; she had^ then, been in whit^ ind 
simple— she was now in bhte^ and * piquante :' 
her voice, Her manner, ev«fy thing was altered 
into what> hsld she been asked to name the style, 
she would have cailed-^and she might have been 
excused — the * dashing/ 
^ There was now no low curtsey<*«^there wae, in 
its stead, the bow * of style,' from which she 
recovered to an ihcli of added height. ^ Fre^ 
deric would be visible presently— she believed 
he was adonizrng — the hours Were so iat^'-^ivciy 
fiill opera — season alitoost over-^^mohstrons bet^ 
—the dancing almost heaveiily-*Frederic was 
always ah age at his toilette^^Howard, do let 
your master know again/ 

With a fierce air, a brow not very open, in- 
deed, but adorned with hair most becomingly 
curling in wildness that defied fashion, the^ 
newspaper in bis hand, and ready for his horse^ 
entered Mr. Oass, 

His figure was strikingly fine : his likeness to 
the picture in the front-room might have made 
the fortune of the painter ; and the Apollo Bel- 
vedere was brought forcibly to Bellarmine's re- 
collection at the moment of his entrance. 

He looked, with an interrogating eye, at the 
visitor to whom he had been summoned — his 
lip quivered. 
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. i JJaveyou ta^uyour breakfast, Emma ?'n 
. ' Y^r-there was 1:^0 end of waiting for you/ 
* Then, kave us, will you, dear ? for this 
gentleman and I have, I suppose, paictigular 
l>.usipepi»/ 

Th^. Ipdy had been sitting: shp now rosp, 
;|nd jprepared to reti^e-^not e?cactly as MUton 
4e;^f;fi|:i?s the Wtre^t of Eve^ rising 

^ With lowliness majestic from her seat, 

And grace, that won 'w^Q saw to wish ber stay;* 

but she marched out very handsomely, with 
the honours of war (?)• 

Thp .ygung man made all sure by closing the 
dooy after hpr j find then, in a hollqw brokeii 
voicp, Ayith very prepossessing feeling, articU'p 
iated, * Certajply it is my father ! you must be 
my father, Sir!' 

A 3(;ene of painful interest followed; and 
vvrljat in {jeUarmine had been the struggle of 
moral virtue, now becam^ the indulgence of 
his natural habit of mind. He could not chide; 
he could only inquire-^and with s^ smile too, 
h(5 inquired, when tl^e fii'st emotions had sub- 
sidftdr^W^y his present name, a nam^ witlj 
which there covild be no existing conn^xio^ 
should appear on th^ dpor-plate of Mr. Gass'k 
^louse. 

. * I throw myself on your mercy — I acknowr 
l^dge myself wrong,' said Fredei;ic ; '• but, my 
Qod I Sir, what wiU not a man of a high spirit 

D 2 
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do, when he finds himself insulated, thrown on 
the pavement, an outcast in society ? — ^To make 
human nature moderate in its demands, you 
must first allow it its right. — ^The river, my 
dear Sir, never overflows its banks, till it is 
^straitened in its channel, or provoked by im- 
pediment — I would not, by all that 's sacred, I 
would not— I would sooner cut my right hand 
ofF, than I would take an atom more than is 
my due, in any pcnnt whatever, unless some one 
presumed to say, * Nothing is yours/ — ^Then, 
indeed, a man becomes a lion, or even worse : 
—'tis the outlaw that is desperate— 't is the 
drowning man who seizes on another to save 
himself— human nature is not, in itself^ unge- 
nerous; those nursed in the bosom of their 
countrymen, will be content— rthey have no- 
thing to demand : I own,' said he, lowering his 
voice,' * I may be wrong; — ^Terrae filius, I know, 

• • • • 

can claim no name but that of baptism ; but 
circumstances have imperiously demanded what 
I have don^/ 

Mr. Gass's engagements were all set aside: 
he and Bellarmine spent the morning together, 
dined together at a coffee-house, and went to- 
gether in the evening to one of the now-closing 
theatres. Conversation naturally drew out de- 
tails ; and Bellarmine found that his long resi- 
dence in France had left him something to 
learn qf mode^ of life in London, 
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Frederic described Iiiniself as ^ a young trader 
who had tried many schemes, that is to say, 
tricks — to make good his want of capital : he 
had now, he said, a prospect of g^reat success 
in a plan of general agency, which required 
none/ 

* You must live at some expense in that 
house, though it is not large — but the situation 
— I suppose, sixty pounds a year for such a 
house as that — that makes perhaps eighty all to- 
gether, rent and taxes/ 

^ Treble it, my dear Sir,' was the reply on 
the tongue of tlie merchant; but he considered 
for one moment — 

' Wh}', yes, ray dear Sir, the house would be 
expensive to any one but me; but, like the crow 
in the fable, / eke out iwy means by my head — 
an assignment of a decoy-duck's lease — ^what 
I am to do when that's out, God above knows/ 

* What is your establishment?' 

' Next to nothing ; just for the child and 
ourselves. O ! you should have seen the brat : 
he 's a fine fellow — my horse I keep just behind 
the house, here ; for I give you my honour, I 
have no carriage, I have not indeed:— I do every 
thing by tlie way of Cheapside/ 

* And whom have you married ?' 

' O ! you must hear Emma sing and play- 
do you know, my dear Sir, she was quite taken 
with you, yesterday — never saw her so fasci- 
IMited in the whole course of my life/ 

D 3 
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Beliarmlhc^s sfay ih London extended to a 
Veek, during which his feelings, masked alitiost 
from his own aciqiiaititaiice, by the pretext of 
principle, had certainly made more progress 
tKan wak safe. Frederic, Emma, and the child, 
had so mied his heart, that he was almost sur- 
prised himself, when he found that he regretted 
the obstacle to introducing Rosanne to those 
who so interested him. He relieved himself of 
a considerable oppression, by a liberal present 
to the mercantile speculation of Mr. Gass, 
which was requited by a promise to bespeak a 
new door-plate. 

And now Mr. Bellarmine^// that he ought to 
return to Southampton: he therefore acquiesced 
111 the necessity. 



NOTES. i 



( 1 ) This h nothing new in the way of absurdity. Mount 
Vesuvius in stained glass for a cold bath, is linder the stan- 
dard of folly in the localities of this manufacture. — ^But is it 
worse than Francis the First, of france^ painted in the cha- 
racter of John the Baptist ; his grace of— in that of So- 
lomon ; or the Lais of the day under the guise of Abra ? 

(2) The ^scinating Emma is not to be tised as a ntedel 
for imitation. The chameleon-character may» like the' ma« 
ne^uvring of a pantomime, strike and amuse for a time^ but 
variety and sameness are more related in their effects than 
in their causes ; and it may be as wearisome to see a wind^, 
'ftill 'perpetually in motion, as invariably still. The post oi 
* playthiQg in -ft gentleman's faauly/ is not the- most elevated 
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to which a good girl may aspire ; and the versatility of talent 
demanded for it, may be dispensed with in a wife, a mother, 
;8 companion, and friend.-— The po^er of keeping passion alive 
by giving it new paittare, miiy be necessary in some con« 
tracts ; the tenant who has no lease, must please his land- 
lord: but that reliance on principle, intentions, conduct, 
and the candour of 9- wHhy moK, which Ejiglih laifies may 
be aUowed to feel, tal^es place of all paUry means ; and grief 
it is ! ever to see young women so diffident of themselves, or 
80 h'ttle able to distinguish right from wrong, as to qonde- 
acend to the adoption of those * witching arts' that are ex- 
clusively the property of 'kiveling«beauties. In the sam^ 
Yfajj, but far lefts respectably, Bfi pcpfe^sprs and mamiftctMren 
eclipse amateurs and frugal housewives in their attempts,-^ 
must women of no character excel the modest in their emu- 
lations : ingenuity is whetted by the wants of life, more than 
even hy pride ; and those who with every stimulus and no 
restraint, with perfect courage and no foresight, will do all 
that can be done, for th^ corrupt purpose of exciting envy 
or passion, should, if we thought wisely, be left to walk 
over the course by themselves ; — ^tlie race here is not to the 
swift, but to the needy and crafty. 
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CHAPtER LIV. 

^ ■ . •' * ■ t 

I 

How had Rosanne passed the time of separa« 
tion from her father and htt good friend Mr: 
Grant? Not iinprofitably not unpleasantly. Mrs. 
Firmly 's manners were of a class which gave 
confidence to those whom she protected ; and 
when Rosanne had been asked whether she did 
^ot find Mrs. Firmly tather proiid, she replied/ 
^ Such pride as Mrs. Firmly has, I shall always 
make a requisite in my intimacy with my se-. 
niors.^ The young lady who put the question^ 
had indeed turned away with the homely pro- 
verb of * like loves like;* but Rosanne was at- 
tending to some one else at that moment 

Miss Pathos was a very good girl, notwith- 
standing her giving herself up to the joys of the 
circulating library. She had an immense for- 
tune, which had involved her in tlie necessity of 
being indulged; and the friendship of a cousin, 
Lady Winselina Dyche, had, by sap rather 
than assault, defeated the better sense of Mrs. 
Firmly ; but still Miss Pathos would have been 
reclaimable, and her health might have rallied, 
under the influence of Rosanne's mind, could 
this have been for a time permanent, and her 
cousin kept aloof. As matters stood, this could 
not be; for the ladies were fated to live toge- 
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tfafer^ and their inclinations perfectly accorded 
with the necessity. Lady Winselina was^ by 
many degrees, the forwarder in f her studies;' and 
thider her super intendence, Miis Pathos was feed^ 
ingon Engliish narcotics, while, under a language- 
ihaster, she was preparing to imbibe the juices of 
tbe niore powerful German root which fattened 
her ladyship. What its effects would be on the 
weaker 'subject was to be iiiferred. Miss Pathos 
was already a miserable invalid, and so perhaps 
are many from the same or a very similar cause. 

Every pause that Miss, Pathos's inquiries for 
character and incident left during the first day» 
was filled by her ladyship's questions as to her 
acquaintance with French, Italian, and, above 
all; with German works- — * I shall weary 
Miss Pathos,' said Rosanne, * by telling her I 
have seen nothing ;' and ' I shall disappoint your 
ladyship by owning that I have read nothing ; 
for what I have seen and what I have read, I 
fear, has been of a description that would ex« 
cite no interest, as it has been under the very 
strict prescription of my father's judgment' 

The ladies seemed to agree, that, with this co- 
ercion, it was impossible that Miss Bellarmine's 
studies and theirs could afibrd any similarity ; 
but, not at all offended, they changed their 
course, and contented themselves again with 
their own habitual searches after character, and 
incident, and beart*r,eaching writers. 

The season not admitting of evenlng-assem- 
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Uifis, morning^Visits.were the meciiuia of mtpy^ 
dEotivig a^tianger; md in these^ polite att^ti- 
tioiL and nov^el praise were so gratifying and 
90 encouraging to Rosamie» who did to the best 
of her abilities, whatever was desired^ and with* 
Out the consciousness of other young woiiien» 
Hiat die might have been retiimed to her friends 
a very different creature from that. which they 
bad l^bety had not her ideas of what became 
ber, been borrovC^d from sources of the best 
authority. 

She had read her small collection of books 
with the advantage that confiiml reading brings 
with it If the surfaoe of her knowledge was 
not broad, .the substance was solid ; and uaing^ 
the poets and dramatists, the preachfers and thse 
essayists of her library, as rays of guiding light, 
borrowed fi'om the great lummary of religion, 
and adapted to the wants of the World in which 
ber path lay, she was forming herself into a, cha- 
racter which dispensed withjialf the trouble she 
might have seen others take, and precluded 
every wish to be made conspicuous. . She theie- 
fore determined, at the first opportunity, to be 
ingenuous with JVIrs« Firmly, to tell her. how, 
inore than* unnecessary was any. exertion for her 
beyond the gratification of common curiosity, 
and to ask her rather to screeu than bring iier 
into notice. 

She met no discouragemeat in what she 
4:hought right and felt desirable^ fromMrs^/FiriOr 



ly. She did not attempt to flatter i>r : fed laktgti 
lier out of her singularity, for she rei^'eeted it. 

^ €«me to me, my cWlrf,' said sho^ • whea 
the ladies lie down after dinner, and tre wA 
talk farther.' 
•' Lie down, ma^am?' repeated Rosanne. . 

^ Yes/ feaid Mrs. Firmly. — * Do, not atare— * 
you will see my daughter and Lady Winselina^ 
nniesls they treat you as a distinguished stranger, 
tiake cfadh a volume — the one some doubiestitied 
tremulous story — the other some wooii^ pas* 
toral; and with these, the^ will spread themselves 
in tlie Sofa. They will read till they nearly 
faint or fall asleep. Lady. Winselina will get 
up with a pulse at 1 20, and my daugHlier-s wiU 
he down at 50 : then they crawl to the medi- 
cine-^diest, the wliele; house will be perfumed 
TWitb their anodyne aether ; and you may judge 
how profitable air this^ will be(l). If you sec 
•them in company, they will ht peevish and di^ 
-contented, wishing for everything they havenot, 
and disliking every body and every thidg near 
them. If they are alone, they will be so fbnd 
^nd sentimental, that it will disgust you; they 
*wiU sleep ill; and the apothecary will make his 
daily visit in the morning, to wind them up for 
the next twelve hours/ These girls^' said she, 
'* are fc^tunes to apothecaries and druggists. I 
•have known seventy pounds sterling* spent in a 
^yiear in anodyne sether for only one of them. 
Jtfyoutjannotjoininall this, you have nothing 
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to do but to leave them to tliemselvesj their 
powers of exertion, even to entertain you, will 
not be strong enough to oppose you if you only 
desire them to consult their ease, and you show 
that they may do it without interruption— *they 
will love you and thank you; for they are kind- 
hearted, and, strange it sieems to say ! too good 
for nothing to be angry. But come to me 
when it is agreeable — I am always visible six- 
teen hours in the day— on foot or in my car- 
riage I will attend you ; and if you will have 
candour enough to tell me how I succeed in 
meeting your wishes, or point out to me how I 
can contribute to your amusement^ I shall be 
gratified/ 



What Mrs. Firmly had predicted was verified; 
and having lost only part of one day in finding 
out that she should err in seeking vivacity, in- 
formation, or models, in the young ladies, she 
accepted her good friend's kindness, and at- 
tached herself to her. 

" The next morning, poor Miss Pathos having 
sat up late to conduct two lovers over some 
very rough ground into the temple of Hynien, 
could not make her appearance at breakfast. She 
was, as her maid said, ' extremely indisposed/ 
* Indisposed, indeed i' said Mrs. Firmly ; * I bcf- 
lieve it : how should she be otherwise ? If exer- 
cise, air, and cheerfulness of mind, contribute 
to the health of young women^ must not sitting 



or lying half tibe day with a nuud thiis occii« 
pied) taking no exercise, but crawling to the 
library or being driven in a carriage, pursuing 
one vitiated turn of thought, and shunning 
every thing invigorating-— must not this regi-r 
men produce effects at least different? And 
what satisfaction of mind can these girls know? 
• — ^they convert their very virtues into sul^ects 
of reprehension :-*-their charity is their inability 
to bear entreaty — they give, to stop their own 
ears or the mouths of beggars ;--^and with Lady 
Winselina's school of nonsense, I have still les9 
patience. Instead of using her knowledge of 
languages to the extension of her stores of itiT 
formation, she is really every year more igno* 
rant : she will not know the world as it is-*-khe 
will know it no otherwise than as it is repre- 
sented by the enthusiasts whose works are he? 
delight Every body is, on her first perception, 4 
model of idl that is amiable*-<'^hildren are all so 
innocent !-^young people are so enchanting !*-^ 
the aged are so picturesque ! — the middle time 
of life is the only period for which she has no* 
thing to say* When I am a few years older, I 
expect to be in a class of her favourites ; but 
understand that this general good will lasts only 
till acquaintance brings disappointment* Unin« 
formed of the real state of human nature. Lady 
Winselina is astonished and disgusted when she 
sees the smallest preference of any thing whic^ 
she can denominate selfish, to that which fal^ 
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IB Willi hef Qotiotig; Sht hsivcs jbaw^ in. raiii 
and moonlight:; were you ta say you fi^^i^d in-* 
juring your health by it, she wouiii, : with tear^i 
and surprise, lament thstt even yipi^.w^&.Qf tliQ 
iacrifeasing number oip tbe selfish*. Thefe is qq 
cunng such folly, my dear Miiss B^Uarmine.' 
^ Surely a sense of lel^ion would cure it/ 
^ Yes ; but how are ymi to get it intg a mind 
thus pre-occupied? Were it a new thing, 4 
tbiBg they had ne^rar heard c^, I woiiHj $vei) 
now, try it ; but they have been brought up, a4 
least with a fair chance for knowing thieir duty; 
kfid Teligion is a tried but inefficacioua m<sdi<« 
cine/ 

^ Must I then^'^aid itosanne to bex^lf^ ' m^st 
I then so gi^eatly lower my expeGtation^ of th^ 
£Bglisih? The spiBciniens I iiavie seen ^ffi .npJ^ 
favourable«^b\^t>stiU liWiUMraiitj tAteremu^t b^ 
fxeeptions.* 

Mrs. Firmly's attentixxis to. fiosanne leaving 
iier 4t perfect liberty to avail herself of any opf 
portunity of amusement ; and the young ladiea 
preserving longer than in any former instance, 
their kind disposition, she roused them to some^ 
filing like activity, by prevailing on them one 
day at noon, to go with her to the rooms, iu 
expectation of b^^ruig a lecture qn artificiaJl 
inen(k>ry< ^ It is too late for me to attempt t^^ 
patch with a different material, that which must, 
in so short a time, be worth nothixi^g/ said Mrs. 
'Firmly ; * but if I can be of the flTO^UfiSt imagi- 
nary service, I will attend you/ 
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Rosaline 18SW no occasion' to gfve t&e jgoo4 
lady this th)uble ; iiay, in her limited esti:i3Mtte of 
possibility, idie had £mcied that she mi^ght, at 
her return, agreeably surprise her with ivportt 
of success in rousing the yoong ladies friom 
their mental lethargy* 

Theitt was no orowd at tiie place of meeting 
to distress her ; and her adoption of modicst 
fashftohs, saved her from ^ pain of seeing she 
was gased at. But thdu|^ the assembly wa| 
not xmmerousy and an accident postponed die 
lecture, there was abundance of amosement for 
tier to wbom evzry thing, xxnuiected with so^ 
ciety, was so nearly iieir. 

A pouring rain confined the walkers, an4 
obliged those who came in xafrta^fes, and had 
dismissed them, tx> await their arrival. This ancl 
the dkappointntent, xonmert^ ^e lecture into % 
promenade; and Hosanne, attracted ^ by the, 
beauty of the view commatided 1^ the win- 
dows, and illuminated by die bursting out of 
the -sun, had Stained her companions while ike, 
admired it 

Her hearty which, like the lark, soaved to. 
Heaven in the full song of praise, even if si* 
lent, when any object struck it with A^v^der, 
awe, or gratitude, was dilated with the bes^ 
species of feeling : and .it required all that was 
passing perhaps in the mind of the young }a« 
dies, to call her attentmn to tiiat which in* 
terested them so deeply, tiutt Rosaime's first 

5 
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perceptm was of Lady Wioseima^. almost in 
the act of faintu^^ '. and Miss Pathos doing 
Ythst was in h^r power to prevent this unplea^ 
aant suffering. ' >< > 

In BO way could this be accounted for by 
any thing perceptible to Rosanne: her ladyship 
had appeared, as was her usnal Qiode of pro- 
cedure, at some times in ecstasies, and at others 
in sympathies, all th^ morning : she had had her 
portion of indulgence in reading,. and not more; 
-—there wajs nothing to alarm her—nothing to 
distress her*— yet her fainting seemed to require 
from her couain, peculiar commiseration, 

^ What can have made her so ill ?' said Ror 
sanne; 

' O ! the sun's coming out,' replied Miss Pa« 
thos—with a tone as much claiming ccmipas- 
sion as the disaster that calM it for(h — ^my 
cousin always faints when the sun, comes out 
sikddenly in this way/ 

Bosamie scarcely knew whether to laugh or to 
r^iiiove herself farther off, lest she might seem 
a partaker in what, after her conversation with 
Mrs* firmly; she c6uld not but suppose artificial 
w^^kness. A license to be amused was granted 
her by an eld^ly gentleman near the scene of 
s^^tio% who, quoting an instance of a lady who 
fainted >y hen the snn went in, a little shamed 
the invalid into better behaviour. 

* Well I' thought Rosanne, ' I have here learnt 
that there muist be pleasure in doing that which 



tvould giv« the pacft. This cannot b« the lur of 
the «r6rld-J-Ais is Ijeyorid it* 

• • • • 

Th^ sun went in.itgaih^tlie rain increased-^ 

r 

tiie weather had grd#n a>ld: no carnages came: 
«-no foot-passengers could get away. Lady 
Winiselina wtiispered to a yoiing man, who was 
assidtious abbuif her, ' that a dance would be ati 
agreeable pastime. 

*A dance, a dance/ cried the obseqnibus 
young man^ clapping his hands —waiter— musid 
this instant — ^Lady M^hseKna Dyche^s reel*— ^ 
clap, clap, clap, clap, clap. 
- The propdsi&l 'setmed" agreeable, bttli thef sthali 
numbelr of gcAitlenito^ was an objfection- 

Lady Winselina and her agent no^^'didlo^ 
gized j-'^^She l&^dri, * sotfo Voce,'' 
■ •* Rank'?-* '-' - ' •- : 

'^ <r cerfeinl^,^ycmt kdyship-^* 
'^ But^Mis^ Benarmine with us — it will be 
expeSt^-^^et I should not like-— I won't ' havef 
^a^yhcAyelik^^ou can take iriy cousin-^there; 
he ijHHftftik^'him come here.^ .... - 

Young' ladies were now, in this scarcity, en- 
deavouring to accommodate, by standing up to 
d^nce together. ' The filusicianii were Arrived. 

A gentleman of a Very distinguishiiig mili- 
tary appearance, and who sefemed to command 
without claitnihg respect, and had been Very 
mu6fa surrdiinded, came tp to Lady WinSe- 
lina just as Rosanne had turned to her, and 
w^iile^she was saying, • You will f •jiftj^ ^<^ ^^ 

VOL. in. £ 
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% /%yQur in plloxying me to fiance mth a jaxJy : 
what difTerence can ^t inake to me, a stranger B 
and when .^e are only sfieking^ amu^sei^ent !-K>ur 
dresses sjpeak for us. • I am sure no gentleman 
w^uld endure to daQce with me in my wal^ing- 
bonAet — I. shall neither. see nor hear— «$a pray 
put me with some lady who will be content 
with any thing— even w^th me.* r 

^ PeiceiTing that the oi^cer who had come 
up had something to say, Rosanne drew back > 
the gentleman retreated, and.it, begame necessary 
for Rosanne to say a few words,, that be plight 
be a^ liberty to, speaks She did so, and again 
retiring in all iJiat ^ingenuous perception o£ 
r^ht which is of all times and places, Ae. heard 
him begin a hurried apology to Lady Winselina 
for not staying to partake of her dan,ce. He 
went away shortly; and; as if the scheme of 

it was iqimeddately dropped*. Notice wi^ given 
l^t ber ladyship was not well enough. to dance >, 
and the rain still continuing, walking and con^ 
versation . took place of the more animated 
^usexBieBjt- 

Lady Winselina's languorr soon requiring 
rest» a ^oupe of chairs was foraged in a situa- 
tion where,, should the sun chance to obtrude- 
h}s deprecated visage, it should the least annoy 
her, over whose destiny he seemed to have sucb 
malign ^pf^nce ; . and Rosanne, who con^i- 
dped,evei:^,. thing as containixig the possibility 
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of good, was not at all displeased to fihd herself 
^surrounded by ten or twelve of those visitors to 
the place, who formed, she knew, Lady Win- 
selinsi's * set/ They were persons very lately 
arrived from the metropolis ; and she was jus ti- 
£ed in hoping that whatever she heard must be 
new and informing to her. 
- The young man. wh^ had been assiduous in 
performing and einperforming the capricious 
jady's commands, npw having seiated l^is em- 
press to her satisfaction, placed himself Jn . rea- 
diness to execute ferther orders. He was ele- 
gant in person and refined in manners ; and his 
fine dark eyes, without aiming at a target, 
seemed to send their arrows wherever, they di- 
rectejd their regard, A little guidance was given 
to Rosanne's observations on his peculiarly con- 
ciliating attention to the ladies, /by r the same 
elderly gentleman who had almost parodied 
Lady Winselina's fainting,^ when he addressed 
the busy boy by the style and title of General 

* ' * » 

Cupid, pronounced with an expression that 
^oWed clearly he meant to glance at some ta- 
lent of universality, rather than to ^scribe the 
^high distinction of military prowess. 

Lady Winselina professed herself incapable 
of entertaining, but absolutely requiring to be 
entertained. General Cupid took the hint, and 
engaged himself to provide whatever the uni- 
verse could furnish for her gratification, Ro- 
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sanne^s hopes rose in their demands, dud sh^ 
listened. " ' • ' 

• » 

But to whM Was she Called to listen ? To th^ 
^d ventures of a carpet-kriiglit ; yho, neither* do- 
ing, nor disposed to do, any* thitig wm*th' eveti 
his own remembrante, had spetlt the pfedediii^ 
autumn, ^ in bower'd ' bllsJ; aiid fairy pastimeaf^ 
with .the young females of the lieighbourhood 
AvheriB he had resided, and ^hpm he desCribeA 
wim' every epithet that could give the* samfe 
character in a Varied adjective' there were nice 
girls, fine girls, charming girls, delightfut girisf, 
and of these Rdsaine^S acquaintaflce ' with the 
new vorld, ' allowed' her to hear' without statt- 
ing; but when he talked of majestit girls ' with 
fine lf)i^i5ts,* she recei^^ed a new idea: 6y:es,'nose^, 
and mouths^ in their ^ ihte^ty,* passed very 
well; arid tlie'crititjiie itifdrtned her of the Eii]^- 
lish taste in bea.iity; btrt a discussion of lip^ 
seemed to lc:ive their hdney ion 'Hie palate trf 
the orator; aindshe feh a little ak if she had got 
into i milliner*s\v6rk-rb6m/ when he was prcr- 
ceeding ffom full sleeves to Greek ' sandals .• 
something more indeed ^as said of the dress 
of the foot; atid ais this netessatily led again tb 
insteps and ankles, Rosanne perhaps fbared that, 
as in a race-course, the heat Sh'ould'end where 
it began; but the auditors got ^afe out of the 
subject, stopping only t(y consider the rouncf- 
Jiess of arms and the quantity of heauty due to 
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■<tbe eye?: of apis^eurs* Two jox thrf e o,%r young 
-roen nowvX:ameup; for tl^e discussions became 
.worth, the trpuble ofr listening ; they.too boasted 
,ox their femalq acqi^c^utanccs in jiearl^ the same 
.tprms ; then followed a litt]e oatechism^ which 
.being perfoi:wed in, sidcrSpeechc^Si made thq 
^ Jadies attentive, ,TJhe questions were, brief— the 
;^ns wers tallied-r* Ener^ ?'.-•< O ! . infinite,' — 
fTalent?'— * First rate/r-' Of what class?'— 
t Of all'--* Shoulders?'—' Fine;~'GoQd.styler' 
r-^ Very/—* How. arc elbows?'—* Very well 
turned/^' TjBeth ?'—* Perfect/ 

X)tfaer questions perhaps succeeded^ but Ro- 
iianne was more than, satisfied ; she was near 
enough. to thcr windows to move to one of them 
^without seeming separated from her party, an^ 
she rose to meditate. But the sun ^gain blazedi 
.out, and lady^ Winselina's interest in this dis- 
astrous event, disturbed her, lest it should pro- 
4.|ice .ag^in . t^lie same ,distress^g .consequence: 
^t though the ray s^ persecuted ^her ladyship 
*J?^ff.: WP^ y^h fwcied security, she , was. proof 
;^l9St 4heir..|Kxw;^r. 'It. i^i^imot-.b^i^at she 
^9esr,w>t j)prc^iy«:t^e,,su«sbihe,' thotug^. i^o- 
^ftai^ rl.^fsbft l^c^di up.h^r.^lovQ b^tiweeo heir 
pj{e%.?ji4. .tl>9.%l?i;rT^Jbi.s is worse.' . • ' 
' ; :)N[o oiH^intexFupt^d ^the meditations of Miss 
^llarj^fline^ ? tam,a&aid,' said she to herself, 
Vthajt I arai^rwlizipgrpy father's apprehensionj 
pf my:heij\g.^ipgu|lar. '][jknpw!he fears if;; ai^ I 
Ifipiveagpiinst. itr^s i^y as I can; but if such co^r 

^3 



54 ROSANNE. 

versation as I have just now heard, is what I 
am to ^ccustoip myself to bear without feeling 
angry, I must get the better of something 
which I suppose is prejudice, or at least the 
sad want of that air of the world which I be- 
gin to despair of acquiring. ' Mademoiselle Cos- 
sart used often to displease me by her impro- 
priety—but she never talked in this way — it 
Is calculated tp 4r^w eyes upon us. I am 
9ure my father would not approve it— but I 
cannot ask even him-^I could no more tell 
him what I have heard, than I could dress be- 
fore him; — but I must settle something in toy 
own mind on the subject Why does it offend 
me ?— ^they meant no harm, I dare say — ^nor ii 
there any hftrin in what they said. It must be 
some prejudice about me*; for if I thought 
'' rightly, I should say, and even on my own no- 
tion of motives as characterizing our actions, 
that nothing can be blameable in those whd 
niean innocently. — ^What does all my feeling 
amourit to ? why, a paltry, unjust sort of siispi* 
cion of ill in my fellow-creatures. In a cpun^ 
try where there are no robbers, to hide my 
purse, would be to injure the estimation of ^e 
people ; amongst persons who mean innocently; 
how can I then entertain suspicions? — But,' 
replied she to herself^ ^ they are not suspicions; 
—they are feelings — well ; but I hate feelings.' 
Her reverie was disturbed by the coming up 
of a lady, wljo had, in the early part of th« 
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morning, called on Mrs. Firmly. This lady see- 
ing Miss Bellarmine alone, and not guessing that 
she chose to be quiet, invited her to walk ; and 
hinting that she knew her to be unuse/d to " the 
world, and a stranger in England, she, with- i 
very agreeable sort of spontaneous loquacity,' 
gave her, in a short time, abundance of informa- 
tion, by little anecdotes pr sketches of some of 
those who formed the company in the room, or 
whom the sight of th^m brought to her recollec- 
tion. * ' 

And now again was poor Rosanqe Vexed and 
distressed ; for Mrs. Puptile, who had so kindly 
taken compassion on her, was of the modem 
school of extreme philanthropy; and thougtf 
she related of the subjects of her biogtaphicaf 
lecture, things which those who have been in- 
structed by St. Paul, would rather have kept 
concealed, when the disclosure of them was not' 
called for ; yet she censured nothing — she con- 
demned no one — ^no individual was in feult— it 
was human nature altogether. * * 

Rosanne rec6llected Mr. Cfrant's opinions' 
and preceptls, and was prepared to admit all that 
Mrs. Ductile could say, short of that which* 
might abate her sedulity to counteract the eviV 
of nature which she was sensible she shared in' 
ct)mmon with her neighbours ; but her acquies- 
cence found its boundary when Mrs. Ductile, 
in some of the- revelations she made, intimated* 
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the silipost absolute necessity, pf -tlie corruption 
fine deplorjed, not only to the ponstitution of 
buinan nature^ but to its comparative perfec- 
tion;— she had partitions in her mind which 
$epsM:ated interesting weaknesses and amiable 
vices, from weaknesses that disgraced and vices 
that repelled ; and wllen Rosanne, availing her- 
ielf of the privilege of well-known ij^orance, 
aski^ for farther light by which she might 
dxesa her own mind, she. found she had, thougli 
unintentionally, flattered her oracle into confi- 
dence tbat disposed her ^ to leave nothing in 
the inkhom.' 

' What was the sum of all she heard ? What* 
ever it was, nothing on this side avowed oppo- 
sition, could be less consentaneous to all that 
$he had read for herself^ on the subject of mo-f 
sals, or heard from Mr. Gr»at,Jh connexion 
with his profession;*— ' the world as it was* — ' 
* aljowajice' — * accommodation' — ' the impossir 
bilUy, of making nice distinctions,' seemed mo- 
difications of opinion superfluous after a specific 
assertion, that men without certain failings, 
which made a large interest in the desultory 
biography of Mrs. Ductile, and women who did 
not console thepi under .them^ wei;^ little better 
than ferociou3. 

. A gentleman, wit}i something unpleasant oq 
his brow, came up to Mrs. Ductile — ^*. You will 
^1 with me,' said h?; * Qeofge hiia rtti|i94 



J. f^red it would be ^— I am goixjig to towu 
directly, to see how thing* are left.' He w^nt 

away; . , .,'.;. ' . ■ • 

Rosaiipe was preparing, to aak Sot an explana^* 
tion. ' Mrs. Ductile did not give lier, the trouble; 
}t was one of tb^^niany elopements liiat will, in 
time, make the duratipn.of marriag|BS jn' tl^^ 
couptry dependent, not on the lives of the parr 
^ies, but on the caprice of the parties;— it was 
* a very pitiable case j'—^ children on both sides* 
— •* a; great deal to be £(aid in excuse'-—* different; 
tempers'-^^ most amiable. man.' . 

^ This must he dreadful immorality/ said ^p? 
saqm, forgetting her caution; ^ what distr^s 
to a B^ttufT V . : 

^ O r said ^rs» Ductile, ^ the. father l^nowi 
too much of human nature and of the world, to 
take such a thing heinously ; b^t it is for hia 
son's political career thajt he grieves : be.. was 
getting so foriv'sird !r-f^nd now this will be a 
check.' . 

J. What, then!' said ][losannei * iqfimorality is^ 
after all, an impediment to success.' . 

*'With ope party, it is— but jiot the party 
ftt;andiQg l^gbest for talent; but the jnconve^ 
Xfiepce is, that this mattier. takes the young maa 
QUt;of the line he >vas in, for a time, apd otlieps 
l|«il Iget the start of him.' . ; .; 

^r^OW cwpe up the old geiitl6man» who ha4r 
not ^ patronised' Lady Winselina's fainting* 
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Mrs. Ductile immediately related to him what 
she had just heard; — to him she ventured no 
farther than to pity the parent ■ ' ' 

* Save your pity,' said the old man, mildly; 
* for, if a father, on principle, encourages his son's 
vices, as he has done, fancying, like a block- 
head, that he can tether human corruption, and 
make it subservient to woridly success^ he de- 
serves no pity : the fathet is an accountable idiot 
•!— the son is a reprobate, and the woman he has 
carried off is, if possible, worse than either. 
But,' continued he, - who can wonder ? only go 
to the other end of the room, and hear the con- 
versation there — there is that young puppy that 
J call General Cupid, talking with Lady Win- 
selina Dyche and her foolish cousin, in a way 
that clears the ground for such defiances of 
Heaven : they are treading on gunpowder— *and 
such gunpowder, as they seek only the spark 
of an eye to make explode. — But I beg your' 
pardon, young lady,- said this declaimer, catch- 
ing a glimpse of Rosanne, whom Mrs. DuctileV 
iiiller person had hidden from his sight ; * did 
I not see you with Lady Winselina?' ' '' 

Rosanne was silent and distressed ; but Mrs. 
Ductile gave her time for recollection/ and con- 
ferred, though perhaps unintentionally, a ^redt 
obligation by saying, that finding Miss Bellar-' 
mine, who was a stranger, not ifiterested in 
their conversation, she had taken corh passion 
on hen '^ ' ' . ^ ' ^' * • -"^ 
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^Thank you, madam,' thought RoBanne ; ' had 
•you even said that I was too stupid to be. inter- 
ested, I should still be thankful.' 

* If you were not interested, young lady,' said 
the old gentleman, ^ I presume you were not at* 
tracted ; if you were not attracted, I may hope 
that you could not apprpve.' 

* I have not seen enough of the world,' re- 
plied Rosanne, 'to know how to join in such 
<»nver9ation as this. Were I to engage in it, I 
might do mischief.' 

^ Mischief indeed !' said the old gentleman, 
fCpmmg^ round to Bosanne's side : ' young lady, 
take WL old man's advice: J have seen the 
world, and I am not out of humour with it; but 
I' do not like to see it misi-used.^— I love my fel- 
low-creatures, but I wish them well in the next 
world as well as in this, therefore I scold them ; 
and when, they will hear me, which is not ai- 
rways, I admonish them. Never mistake rec(m» 
ciliation to what is corrupt, for knowledge of 
4;he world ; and if you .are ignorant^ remain so, 
rather than learn it through such a medium as 
your judgment, if properly informed, must tell 
you, by your first . perception, is calculated to 
mislead you* Women have, I confess, less excuse 
for profligacy than we have, though in none do 
I tolerate it-^thesr sensitive modesty, is their 
safeguard; but when this is. taken off, like the 
bh>i>m of fruit by its being tbri>wn into the 
basket with a heap, good, bad^ indifferent, . rot^ 
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^eed thdt Jt were only, like fnuti ^b^ ^ that 
which is but e^t^mal . bewl;^ 1 but oot; ;io-^tbi^ 
^li^bed Surface is brokeiii imdt it if at. ;the mercy 
of all' wieathers* Shufc ydur.^ars,. ywm^iMyj^ 
i^aihst such conversalioii^ keep ydur :fe«)iA^ 
correct under the discipline of a.w^Uv^B^t^^ 
coxiscieace, and. nerer strive, to^ get over t^betn^' 

* Odear! Ojdearr repliM Mrsu .Dii<^tiliB, ^vU]iy 
jdcftr good friend Oato, you .Will ,i?^lly .make 
Miss Bellarmine quite a mislntttf opie/ 

^ Has Heaven made; heta fotolP' sdiid tthe old 
jfoxk drily: are all people, or . tl)e (ntajont^ 
knavn and jilts ? Can /Sbe mi»tkk^^ when 'they 
Jake:)racb pains to be notorious ?' 

- *No, no, by nomeans,;^but;if we>wjere/to 
adopt your opinions^ my dear Sir, wbat . ^iroiildi 
tiecome of ua all ? How. are m& tOi get < through 
the world, if you do not At first teachfus tojacr 
commodate our notions .to it? There is ia fashioii 
in every thing-^even inniorals--*«An!d we.mus(; 
dhut our doors, if yoii censors usa^e ua too 
nice/ 

- ^ Now you speak out, my good .Mrs, Diieiile, 
What shall i do for myself ?. and, ;llKbat shall 2 
do WITH myself? are the two q^Qstionathafchave 
rained the integrit}: of half tbe.worldiin hwr 
don, attd will do tiie sanm. service fdr the coun- 
try. ^^Godii moinii^, kdie8.rWVsiQt youj, y<mf^ 
lady, yow^ksLJ^ heard ine patiently •rr-Thinkott 
what I have said/ .....,, 



•ii<^d^A^il& fit 

While RosAnne wa9 Expressing fiei'setf ob^ 
!%ed; slie Was^ meditating a recomnieudatioii of 
fiefseff ^to- tredi^tt wad- fair. ^ ^ Do, ybu;^ 4ai4 
slie, '* * Sir, happiri' to kno\«r Mr.- Graii«?~he it 
known^ a; littiii' to > Mrd. Firmly, irhose guest Z 
am.' ' * 

^ * What, Grant 'the clergyman, whom I isLXf 
here^the otTi6r day?-^0 ! to' be *are I kiu>w bim s 
— orie'of'thci best meh in thewbrid/ • r 
' * He is my friend, Sir, toy adviser,' s$ud $he^ 
involuntarily putting out her band. 

^ TheiofC^H^ybuVsilf happy,'he replied.-^* With 
Mrsl Rf-mly, did yotf sayr 



t t . 



A request, founded on wlmt aniriety ulle did 
iiot fevieai-Mbtit a r^quest^ftom Lady Winselinii; 
tha:t Rosdnne w6ul4 tiot relat* to DtCt^s. vRfinly 
thb ^musem^t of. the! moaning/ farther titpin ill 
^neral, 'deprived thk iioviee^ af the advantage 
tobe gadned by cohi^aring'Optnkmst bu6 this 
bad beeA, ' in- -some measure^ atoned for byvth^ 
old' gehtleAiim's conVeri^^lSoh. Madi gratified 
was rtie the next day, when 'this gopd mai}» 
whose name! was Wfestby, ihtvoducing' himsdf 
at Mrs. Pirnily'i undei^ «he prfeleixt of inquiring 
for Mir; <Ttant, plaid ber and hep fMroteg^e a 
vi^it, in Mirhioh he M^howed that' th^ truest 
behfgtiity^ * the most condesc^ilding r solicitude 
for the good of the youngaiid inexperienced^ 
free frobi' all censoridus disposition and all the 
querulbusness of age^ formed the4iabit of h}$ 
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aiind: * 1 am now/ md he, * eigbty-fem-: I 
bare had, I believe^ the most common lot of 
liiaakiad,' small troubles and great blessuigs.-^ 
I was set out in life well by a good father ; and 
though I cannot boast ever having had superior 
wisdom, I have never had it much in my power 
to be very foolish, or ever in my inclination to 
be vicious. . I was brot^ht up to respect my 
Maker, my Opuntry, and my family, and, hum- 
bly, myself^ I have reared a numerous race, 
and thank God have seen them all turn out so 
fkr to my satisfaction, that I, can venture to ask 
a blessing for them ; and, bad as the world is, 
I am persuaded, it is, in nine instances out of 
ten, those who contribute to render it so, who 
;6nd it the worst I have seen, and I still sec^ 
a grtet.deat of good in it. / do not meet with 
bad people. I do not find myself under the ne» 
cessity diat Mrs. Ductile mentions, of making 
the moral sense stoop to the state of things; 
hut then,' said he, ^ I confess I have no interests 
to consider ; and I prefer my own company to 
.that of persons whom I cannot esteem. I go tQ 
bed at night fully aware of the probability of 
my hot living to see the sun rise ; and though I 
do ^ray to God to give me waming^ enough to 
thank him for his past goodness, and to implore 
his mercy, I am perfectly resigned to his good 
will and pleasure.-— But while I live, and as long 
^ I have the use of my tongue, and reason to 
guide me, I shall bear my testimony against 
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thecDmipt practices aiid ^rroiteous ofikiioiis of 
the world. I shall not go to seek them ; but if 
they come in my way, as they did yesterday, I 
shall dways do as I did then, especially in siKch 
a place as this, which, in itself lovely, and in 
its inhabitants respectable, ought to be as salu-' 
tary to the -minds as to the bodies of its vi* 
sitors. Well, young lady, farewell .for the pre^ 
sent : when I know your friend Grant is re- 
turned to you, I shall take the liberty of paying. 
ny;respects to him/ • 

Perhaps Rosanne had never passed an interval 
of equal comfort with that which she spent with 
Mrs*. Firmly, who, steady in her kindness^ cor* 
lect in all her motives, and regular in her 
domestic arrangements, made the result of all 
she did, without any exertion, pleasant to her 
guest 

, The Sunday intervening in this period, had 
been spent in a way that afforded her instruc- 
tion in that temperament of personal and re-; 
lative duties whjch she now most wanted : she 
^w in Mrs. Firmly the same motives as she^ 
wished to make her springs of action ; but sl^e 
observed, that, by an ellipsis which expressed tlie- 
highest respect ^r the faith which she profess- 
ed, though she drew her principles from reli- 
gion, she called the conduct they produced only, 
rational. 

* This,' said Rosanne, • I will imitate— it is 
delicate. I see that extremes have no part in^ 
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Cbristianify.^ Mrs. Tihnly suffered h^r Stiniscf 
to be broken in ott-*-slie> was. not impatient. Slbt 
had secured all that - she cbdd x^ombatid of it ' 
andy in Rosanne's candid jiidgmeiit, ^he sairtti^ 
lied that .which stie gAv&npy by tbe motive on 
which she made the sacriiice.^ 
- The lois of Mr. GrahtV inestimabid society 
wasi in some hieasure/ atoned for by Mrs. Frrtn-' 
ly's drawhig ^ood old Mn Westbyinto a habit 
of Tisiting ait her hoiise ; and a daily letter froni 
her father, though it commntiicated Utile but: 
tibe satiBfaction of knowing that he was well, 

' " ' • ^ : «... 

kept fier firee from anxiety.' Still, however, tAsff 
lopked forward with impa|^ence to his* tetum ; 
and not even a pleasure promised for the day 
preceding it, interested her so mudi as the hope? 
of Seeing hini; 1 ^ 

But yet the pleasure promised was very great j^ 
— so griat as to rouse the active spirits of Laidy 
Winsellna Dyche and* Miss Pathos, to a wish 
for a share in itt It eonsiiitdd in carrying into 
efiecl? the postponed scheih6 for visiting the 
beautiful ruins of Netley abbey, in a party nu- 
merous Enough to occupy two boate, and which, 
t^us 'divided, had all the advantage of a large, 
and all ithe comfort of a small pavty. None^ 
were totally strangers to Miss Bellarmine— some 
were inhahitauts of the neighbourhood, whoen-f 
tertained a very just esteem for Mrs. Firinly. 
The onty person with whom Rosanne was not 
on* terms^ of conversation, was the cavalry-of-^ 
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freer wlio kach eaceimxl' biliis'ebF fjNmr dttuctng 
uritb lady WinsdUsa^ aind whom she had only 
occBMamUy met iir the street Het ladyship 
and her jiateUite^-eoai&i sebaied to stftach them^ 
(elveB^particubnrly to him,, and witli him tocdc to 
the other hoat> which he assisted to row* 

The little necei^ary drntngeaienta in ptttting 
€xff from the shore^. had tocoimted to Bosaane 
very satisi&ctorily for this adhesioii* . She knew 
that tfkii^ officer was dktttiguished by a titleiand 
she supposed that etiqiiiettls in. fingiaxiioE pteoed 
peraron^ of proxhoaibe ranlt together. No invi^ 
tatibn to join diem was .given her; ndr would 
any hav4r tempted her to quhMrs. Firmly/ who; 
with semerai pleasant friends of' various age^ 
were the passengers in the second boat ' 

Arrived atNetley, the part&a mingled ; Lady 
Winselina and Misa Pathoa each^ in waULingi 
tasting an arm q£ iBm cavalry^dfficer^ whoms Bo-^ 
sanns now heard called Lord M(Hitfyla& .'■'■' 

While in motion^ all went well; hut when, for 
the purposes of taking r^t and re&eshmenti^ the 
company were seated, and the good hnniour of 
the seniors hsfd cimrted. the young pec^le io eon«^ 
tribute^ their vivacity tcpwards the enjoyments of 
the day; when the mirths of one, the anecdote 
of another^ ai^ the bland benevolence 6£ a third, 
'—die well-bred protection of Mrs* Firmly to the 
ybnnger females, and, in return, their ni)odes£ 
readiness to jom the gentlemen in thdr endea^ 
VI2ISES to am^se, had rea^zed. some of the moat 
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coircdt scutti^jr of the * Decamcrone/ the cou-' 
sins seamed to loie all interest in the pleasure^ 
and withdrew, in sentimetitality and sympathy, 
to a distant^, which allowed theliberty of speech^ 
without which such friendships must be starved, 
till the .separation of the professors allows of the 
happy intervention of the post.office. . 

If any attempt had be6n. made to draw off 
Lord'Montrylas with them, it had failed; and 
the singularity of their behaviour showed him 
father inclined to discountenance their way-, 
ward secession : he declared himself :very well 
disposed to contemplate the venerable building 
and its circumjacent beauties^ but not in silent 
abstraction. ' * You must cure those young wo*^ 
men, my good madam/ said he to Mrs. Firmly, 
Vof the nonsense they delight in : they were ri- 
diculous in our way hither : you should turn 
thefai a little into the world, and let them see 
what it requires of tbemi— they are children of 
five years old/ 

^ Where is theniedicine that is to act on their 
minds?' said Mrs. Firmly-~^ what control have. 
I?— I have done all in my power«r-they have had 
every adyaiitage I could give them — ^they are: 
not necessarily ignorant — the world is not new 
to' them, but they have rejected it, and now all: 
avenues/ are stopped by the mischief tiiey im-. 
bibe froni books. I am desperate about Uiem/-^ 

'1 wish my mother had the managing oi 
t^m for a year/ said Lord MontryUwr^- thej^. 



should see my sister. Miss Bellarmine, I wish 
you knew Agnes/ 

*0! L^dy Agnes is an example to every one/ 
exclaimed two voices at once. 

* How she would laugh at .Lady Winselina!' 
said a young inaii, who had, however^ been par« 
ticularly attentive to her ladyship. 

* Take care what you say/ said Lord Mont- 
ry las/ directing his eyes beyond the groupe to a; 
spot where stood the ladies: for, though they 
did not wish to be heard, they had no dislike 
to listiening; and with that admirable pru- 
dence which marks the romantic character, they 
came forward to claim the disgrace inflicted on 
them. 

And now ensued a scene which threatened 
the enjoyment of the day. Lady Winselina 
was grand; Miss Pathos was querulous in her 
fedings; Mrs. Firmly was indignant: Lord 
^ontrylas most honourably avowed his share in 
the offence, and endeavoured to follow it by 
friendly encouragement to more conciliating 
habits ; the yoiing man whose menXion of Lady 
Winselina was not to be pardoned,, rose to apo- 
logize and explain away ;. and Rosanne, who bad 
not interfered, hoping that she had, ^t least, 
newer influence over the ladies, as soon as the 
wrath of one and the tears of the other had a 
littb subsided, drew them away, and by a small 
exertion bf the powers of pefeuasion— by repre- 
senting^ ikfkty as:the party waa rbade for her, it 
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,WM she who rtittst be womded by tbcir db-^ 
tress ; and by soothing them, giving an amiable 
aspect to the excess into wbteb they suflbred 
their feelings to be led^ restored tbemi in som« 
ttieaisure* to their usual state of flaccid tranquil* 
lity. But even now, had the party courted 
them, when ahe had prevailed on them to re^ 
turn arid take refresluncnts, they would have 
resumed their distress; but Lord Monfrylas^ 
whose favour seined of value with one or bod!t| 
assuming a toneof pltasantry, made terms with 
thenv, nbt devoid of complinirat, but enjoining 
a nioderate use of power ; and they were coaxed 
into something like good humow. * You shall 
be indulged in every thing/ said he-—* even in 
your vengeance on me. Yon threatened that 
neither Trechet nor I shottW attend you bome» 
We Will therefore resign our phces to two bap* 
pier hien, if Mrs. Firmly will admit us into her 
boat/ 

This waa probably mcnre than would have 
been asked. Lady Winselina seemed very well 
disposed to forego her promised revenge: she 
even tried to recover her influence with Lord 
Montrylas by som^hing like owning herself to 
bkmie ; Hbut Questions not suffered to be pro^ 
posed do not gain much conttderation ; and 
this arrangement for the return obtained ndne. 
Nor, at the moment of embarking, was any nsore 
attention paid, to Lady Winselina's '^ I auppoae 
that,, after all, weaare togo as we came/ tfaiux 
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to Tier repetrtatit condesoe&slofi. Therfe \ras in. 
Lord MoMrylas'a tiehariour all that could tes^ 
tify a proper sense of what h due to wonuen^ 
biit not the sfnall^at di^bsttloq to make the 
silly more silly/ 'Rosatin^ fele fdr thatwhiob 
appeared to her the punishment cti Lady Wia<^ 
selina and her cousin ; but a character of itight 
in the decision claimed her respect ; and igno* 
rant as she was of the fashions of England, i£ 
she had now been called on to give her/opinio^ 
on the influence of the sexes ovor ea^b otfaeri 
she would have said that the weaker was very 
pfopetly kept in order by the wiser. To hev 
who loved dependence where independence * ta 
responsibility, this appeared no grievance* 

What can be more enchanting dban the dose 
of a fine sunimer-eveiting on the Sisarthamptoa 
wiater, when thei sun, embosotfied m his own 
glories, and t^eluctant to withdraw thesn, sinks 
into the foliage of the western sdK^re, in a 
mantle of crimson, and purple, and orange i^^or, 
drying up the evening-show0r, takes his leave ist 
the calni harmohtsnng tints of the sapphife and 
the rose! wh^ now in immeasural)le lanes of 
liquid gold, and now in rays of colourless light, 
h^ seems^ to'look with a smile on. the world he 
will again iUunAne!^ The hues cast oi^ the 
woods of Netley, at one moment deep browu-r* 
then purple-^then &iti)ing— ^and instantly rel» 
^^m^ng the .rtcb green of their own foIiage-?th^ 
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sanctity of the landscape^-^tbe atoned interest 
around— the opulence, the elegance, the letreat- 
ing security of the veterable town, and the soft 
lines of the opposed Isle of Wight, were fea- 
tures addressed to the eye and reoollection, and 
pressing on the mind with a force and a rapidity 
not to be withstood. 

Rosanne felt all that she could comprehend, 
and comprehended all that those better ac- 
quainted with the iscene, had the kipdness to 
point out. Those destitute of curiosity are apt 
to discover that no one.xvill take the trouble, to 
inform them; Rpsanne, all curiosity, had to 
return thanks around her, for the earnestness 
expressed for her enjoyment She fanciied she 
had never seen any thing so beautiful ; but then 
it was hew-^it wa3 her own country ! a country 
she was only now learning to look at — ^andshe 
expected her father and her friend the next day ; 
*— the . objects A^ere paints on rose-colour in 
her perceptions. 

But it was a still higher sentiment than that 
which the landscape claimed, which, when it 
had filled her mind, made it overflow at her ^ 
eyes; pale blue gloves showed drops*— not of 
rain-*-but of grateful homage to Him whom she 
knew to be present in his works, and whose 
power and goodness were mfire than around her. 
To Him, her heart, not with a sense of duty, 
but seeking its own indplgence, offered itself-*- 
awakened byno bell-'-K:onfined by no forms; 
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but livelj^ a^ the breea^e that fannod her, %vA 
soaring to the Heaiven she. almost coVeted. . . 
. Could she haVe dejtaehled her atteutiQu £rom 
the miignificeiicer in whic^ sh^ fioatedi she 
might h^ve discovered j»entiments» . not indeed 
so tender, but as much elevated as her own 
ahove the \q^ enjoyipehts of the worldly, in a 
miud thftt had never ceased, through tbe.da}% 
to watch the refich pf her/s^tand which reflected, 
with' no :Common fidelity, every ray ' of truth 
obtained from it. But if Iit)$anue distjn^shed 
Lord Montrylas from thpse who had.uiiit64 ^^ 
the kindest attentiou^, ^awfi^ho, as asf ranger^ 
felt peculiarly grateful, it wa^.by. a reflection 
on the bad taste of the youi^g^ ladies 3V.hQ:cQuld 
trifle with the good .dispo|itipin' pf.sucili a iniidd 
and temper. Of hef s^lf ishe tJliQught. uot ; for to 
think of herself in si^h a situaj:ipA had JMt hioen 
taught her : . a^ (o th^ hpnofir of .hutQl^n nature 
be it said, th^t where . tliei^ ^q qq ^ teachers of 
folly, the scholars are rare($). 

His lordsjiip's situatioiij^ at t;his tame, .m94e 
ev^n.his bpw an Iwnour cpi^fefred ; hej waspf a 
profession >yh^ch he gra^^edwit^ all the virt^ies 
of a soldier, and had recently returned frpm sel- 
vere service, unhurt in* body, unconta|ni^ated 
in morals, distinguished by his courage, rich in 
antlqipated experience, .and, mature i^ glory. 
He wore a word upon his helmet, the only pre- 
i^minence he never veiled : he bore about him a 
.f^periority which he alone never ackno^led^l?^, 
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Respected as a foe^HiteliMl Mi as a MenA'-^z hon 
in the field*-^tlie gentlest of humaB I^Bgs in 
society, Lord Motitjiylas was beloved^ esteemed, 
aiid bonouhed, wherever his amiable, }m esti- 
TBBsatiki or hk hcmOttiabSe qualities could be 
knowti, 

Ros^ime's words and manBer in the trifling 
a^Tair of L»dy Winselina's projected dance, had 
ibade 80 impression €m the mind and memory of 
Locd MoQloylas, which depended for b«ng 
affiiced or coofirned, on the disclosures of sub* 
sequent acquaintance. He had, without diffi- 
culty, kamt all diat Uras to be told of her ; and 
tihis a]l was far from discouraging to a man able 
to estimate feaaie eiccdUence of the higher class. 
IHUmng no idle time ' on his hands, he was no 
^oming«-visitor ; therefore hisf intercourjse might 
liave continued, for some time longer, confined 
tp ijie dviUlies of passkig in walkbg, had it 
tiol been for the fortuniate intention of Mrs. 
Firmly to indulge Miss Bellanpine, and the as 
fwtaoate predilectioB of Lady Winselina, which 
made her issue h^ commands to him to join 
lile party. In his usual mode of treating this 
immoursome lady, he might hare made pro* 
•priety in the mode of retaining him a condi- 
lion,*^but he, this time, forgot it. 

The day had been verf^ satisfactory to his 
lordship; and it was only during the return, 
^hen the favourable breeze seemed a voice of 
f&couragement, that he had confessed to him-* 
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self 19tc iflfltlence t)f the past hours dn fhe hap- 
f)hiess of bis remaining life. He had settled 
this point, without appearing abstracted^ just m 
time to take the <>ondu£t of the aiimgihoaA^^ 
tteir approMfa tD 9oW^mtpt6tij antl ^'Wi 
adroitness in the management of it, to make 
use of every moment of the day^light to add 
one, and another, and another to the ofbjectft 
that jbad occHiv^ed the aeiccmsion %ith pieasant 
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He called early l3ie next morning at Mrs^ 
'Firmly% to make his peace with the young 
ladies of the famiiy : he ':gaily thmatebed to 
liutn ; t^ir tKMiks, msd pposecute 1^ fifbrariei 
ail ^rer the kingdom, as vcndinjj miwhole- 
some food ; and the behaviour of the ladies 
under reprehension, ajs well a& Miss Pathos's 
hints after his vi«it» would hwt eriudied any 
parefiiuiiptiioii Roaatmie migfat hav« etitertained 
of his loT^hlp^s didtingtiishing her. Thete are 
times when ill-treatment is a distinction, as 
well as situations where the last lady addressed 
is to be deraied the fiitttedtitledto attiefttioii; 
asKl i^fttch Misi Fatbos Mrished her cousin to 
occupy, and such, she signified to Rosaniie, 
that iihe possessed, 

« 

NOTES. 

t 

fl) 1/rtiy do not physicians tind family-apotfaecaries, in- 
stead of asking what ^e eat and drink, in the ficst instanc<^ 
ask what we read'? A man with g<H)d eyes and a soft man* 
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ner nii^ do sojnethivg towards correcting- this dep«rtflB«at 
of regimen; or— for some of us like ' the roi^^h' — we might 
be scolded into better discipline. And why are not nervous 
cttses treated on a better plan than even entire neglect of 
ihein> which must, at times, be unjustifiable i Why, tif hen, 
in tfie diseases of affluence and indulgence, we complain that 
we cannot sleep— and yet know no cause for this involuntary 
Tigil-^why are we npt answered seriously, < I cannot doubt 
that your day is laudably spent— as a member of the church 
of England, your employments must be conducive to your 
pwn allowable interests or. beneficial, to others. Well then! 
when you fii|d this disposition to wakefuhiess — for wUcfa, 
mind, I assume on your own repoii;,^ th^re- is nocause-^l 
say, when it comes on, try to compose your spirits, and se- 
riously turn your thoughts to Him who, the Psalms tell you, 
^giveth his beloved sleep ;*' and ^humUy hope, that, as3rour 
daily activity in fais service, reqwres your faculties to be.in 
vigour, he .will, in his providential care, allow; you that re* 
freshment which is necessary to ypur being active/ 

* (2) In the additions daily making to the advantages of 
young persons, there is one which, ' when more diffused, 
will, if a few specimens may be relied. on, contribute greatly 
to the graces of elegant society. It b one which, now that 
we have exhausted all superlatives, we describe by a simplq 
term— -civility ; — and it is so becoming, so recommending, 
that it is well worth studying and adopting. Let it not b^ 
tbo«i|^ low praise. The deportment of the ladies of one 
of the first faqfulies in the arjitoci^acy has been msiformly 
marked by this quality. Their mother has in<oulcated it — 
and there are lovely exemplary daughtei^s p( West Bri|tain^ 
who, foregoing the admiration they might claim, are content 
with the respect of a villa^e^ and requite it by this charminQ 
resemblance of charity. • 

Conpected with it, is the gratitude due to those who into* 
rest themselves to oblige ; but which, however natural; to ^ 
good mind, is, equally witli the quality preyiQusly ipQU^ 
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^oiwdy exdttdid from those ordiotfy flMii^m lAkh, if 
fashionflble, are of second-rate ftahieii in dw judgment of 
the best bred ;— and opposed to tfie one and the other of these 
graces^ is that artifidal eftonSaiy, for it would be Ubellous 
t» call it natural, wUdi leaves Terjr little diibrenee between 
high brsediBf and low* When ladies border' gentlemen^ or 
* themeB,' asron svcii occasions they are mere usuallj. called, 
to provide for their amusements or execute their commands, 
liiey do no more than their maid-senrants might do to their 
g M aim en ran ts. tf they even receive with indifference, attempts 
tw serve or to please them, they subject themsdves to many 
ooBStructions, but not to one that is favourable; and they 
leave it to the civil and the grateful, to inspire that genuine 
regard, for even the counterfeit of which they are indebted 
more to the respect others entertain for themselves, than fbr 
diem. If they wonder that their nnflueBce cannot accom- 
plish that whkh is no d^iBcnlty to another, they have to 
learn how conciliating is the remembrance of civility of nian« 
oeraa&d gratitude of expression. 
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CHAPTER LV. / 

• • • r »j 

V • 

The agreeable occiirriences of the day before,, 
were still in review ia the mind of Ro^anne ; 
she had returned hooie to ]^ in i^adiwNM^ la 
receive the gentlemen^ and had decorated fbd 
gay pap*r of her sitting-room, with thtsket<ih« 
she had made in her excursion ; when, without 
any of the anxiety that had attended, he;- pre- 
vious expectaikm of the a«n)e>pkawm9 hejr fii« 
tfaerimd teer friend returned to^ her; «iid, niiklng 
every dtee allowance for the fatigue of the 
former, after a long journey; she was impatient 
for the next morning; that she might relate 
what interested her. 

Mr. Grant returned as if to a home; but the 
hour of meeting in the morning, told her that 
the favourable appearances in her father's al-* 
tered sentiments, which had so elevated her 
hopes, were not as visible as when he left her. 
He did not join Mr. Grant and herself in their 
exhilarating duty of thankfulness and petitions : 
— for this she could make excuse; but she 
could not account for the failure of all her en- 
deavours to amuse him — for a melancholy rest* 
lessnessi and for his mis-calling her by the 
name of Emma : he found fault with her height 
—-she was surely grown since he went— with 
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))or s&h vx^ atsts ! ^ith her dress ;^ and wken^ 
resuming the liberty which he bad h^retpfore 
altewcd her, she said> * I am sure^ Sir, you hav« 
seen some lady wfalbm you wish me to resemble; 
why did you not bring me a pattern rof her? ~ 
he referred to the general etegance pf the wqt 
men of London-^-expressed himself doubtful 
whether be shouldjiot r^urn thither^ and looked 
awkward and embarrassed, and atiKMist alarmed 
by his own want of caution. 

An idea, now more painful than any which 
^e had yet admitted, crossed her imagination ; 
she was an impediment to something he wished 
to do !--^he was an unwelcome burden to him ! 

All traces of pleasures which she meant to 
enjoy again in the recital, now left Kosaxne's 
mind ; mid instead of tryk^ to imuise, she was 
driven to seek consolation ftom Mr. Gran4^ by 
disclosmg to him her uneasiness, her conviction, 
and her apprehenskms.<^—V My father has taken 
9n aversion to me,' said she; ' what will become 
of me? surely, surdy, Sir, you foresaw this, 
when you aaid, as I well remember you did, 
wheal you sailed for England, that if ever I 
\vished I had two fathers, I might think on 
you— is Aat time come?' 

Sudi distseas was pitiable, and readeced mousi 
pungent by the necessity whidi her friend couldL 
nd longer parry, of returning to his home and 
flock. There sedmed no probability pf fiellar' 
mine's even following him, since he npw talked 
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of Lotidoh ; and thoegli Mn 6raiit comforted 
her by contradicting her in hef suspicion, and 
by renewing his promises of kindness and pa^ 
rental affection, yet he could not treat what 
had not escaped his Observation^ as merely 
imaginary. He dared not: account to her for 
any part of what grieved, her, by revealing the 
purpose of her father's journey ; nor would she, 
perhaps, readily have believed that such an effect 
could be the result of it. Mr. Grant could only 
speak, in general terms^ of the probable conse* 
quences of fatigue, rendered more oppressive 
by disuse — of the allowances to be made for re- 
laxations in good habits, not yet estal)lished— 
of the necessity of patience and the certainty of 
success. ' Do not be discouraged,' said he ; ^ I 
am not alamied. We must not give way-^let 
us, as far as possible, resume the same mode 
of conduct as that which his journey has inter* 
rupted ; and you may be assured, if this is the 
effect of recent objects, they once withdrawn, 
your influence will gradually revive* Consider 
what it is for a man to take up entirely a new 
^t of ideas: consider the occasional conflicts 
they may have to sustain, till the victory is 
permanent, till the^whole courftry of the mind 
is entirely subjugated to reftson^ and something 
higher than reason : ^consider the discipline ne* 
cessary to keep good order in those wha were 
yesterday, we may say, not only disorderly, but 
rebelUous. spirits. Your father has all that, how. 
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to 4o^ for himself, MrhicJh is done for others ty 
education, and sometimes merely by insetwble 
inutation. One good, my dear child,' 9^ he^ 
'you may extract for your own use— your ex- 
perience will teach you to reverence and to 
value ihe establil»hment of your own church : 
when, you see your poor father striving to be 
what a child of a month old is accbunted by 
bapSisin, you will iKXt cavil at ceremonies which 
supply such helps, and which, by presuming 
that every man in his senses, would wish to be 
saved, put him unconsciously in the way of 
being so.* 

Two days only intervened between the return 
of Bellarmine and the indispensable departure 
of Mr. Grant; and the latter of these would 
have been a day of positive sorrow to Rosanhe, 
ha4 i( not been cheered by her father's receiving 
wkh complacency, Mr. Grant's invitation to 
visit him in Kent, and naming a week or ten 
daiyBy as the latest period to which; he would 
def$r it 

Her r heart thus relieved, she listened Mrith 
redoubled interest to Mr. Grant's explanation 
of the duty which particularly called him home; 
It was the preparation of young persons for a 
confirmation; anddt was equally his desire and 
that of Rosanne, that she should be of the 
number. 

It was almost entering on a new state of life, 
a new mode of ttxistence^ when, having ri$en at 



a vevjT 9»Tly hour, ito seis th^t hey friend had 
svei^y requisite attevtianj aii4 paiijed from him 
JA teaifs of r^rety anid almost of s^d propbeqy, 
Bo^^nao f!^ h^rsalf^ mt 90 mijich coojiigpfd to 
tl^e Qs^e of ber fath^^ a^ ]fi{% alone to. tl^ hope* 
|e$9 t^sjc of supporting his spirits: he would 
;iEiot tise to see Mn Grant depart: perhaps h/9 
^^i^d an admooition-^erhiaps he di^d not wish 
to \fe, induced hy re^apituUtions to coiifesft that^ 
at s^l^ht of his illegitims^te vm^, hi^sj motive of 
$;0AscimP9 h£Hl hecome impetvous feelip^ mA 
that, i» t^Q course of hi* st«0% h^ tiad very im* 
perfectly adhered to his spontaneous resplutioa 

f^ Ng^dii^ io thp first plw»^ ifee inteceet) of 

%<feughter. 

j^ Rosaline was iiiclined to ai^gur hopeflil)ji^ 
fw her own comforti when ha joined heritt m 
e^rlyhour^ seen^d ipiiciotis for the. dispittoh of 
hjedjk&st,, and inelioed to go* qm% Mrly; till 
indispretely asking if she^ tpight ^ocoippai^ 
hw, she provoked ^ negative, the very tone 

of which, made her instantly repent hf^ piPit* 
ifua)ptipq, and resol^ to offend in this wiay no 
oaoi^: he weait out, and retaming sooft with 
lett^ew, it W4$ evidpAt that they were of a de- 
IPCiptipQ that induced secrecy : he inunediateljyt 
l^cume engrossed by them ^d by papers,, the 
amtentsr of which be seemed so desimus: to 
conceal, that she needed no command ot eimt 
hint to leave him i hut he spoke kindly when 
she: went in to bid him farewell, oa being csdted 



I^OSANNP. &1 

ty Mjrs,. Firmlytom^kea visit a few miles from 
the town. Whea she returned, he was unem- 
ployed, and in deep thought j; and at no subse- 
quent part of the day was he disposed to take 
exercise, nor would he enjoy the beauty of a fine 
evening. She now saw clearly that, she should 
consult his ease most by relieving him from any 
care for her; and the next day being Sunday^ 
ppnyii^^^d ^er of a still more distressing truth, 
that an attendance on divine worship made no 
part of his intentions. , S^ie therefore again 
joined her good friend Mrs. Firmly, and left her 
iatheri and found him again surrounded by 
(mysterious papers : he .wrote letters, which he 
carefully turned o^ their faces, when directed : 
he cfifri^d them to :the post-house l;iimself, an^ 
tl^en, with a mind sopfiewbat light^ened, invited 
her to walk, ^d;;vf^s more lively than,, und^ 
such hidications, she could have expected him 
to be. 

The next day, she flattered herself, would pay 
the debts of many. Her father rose cheerfuL 
eomparpd wiifh what he ha4 fieei^ y and thojugh 
b}9 conyersatioB at breakfast, rather showed 4 
disposition to indulge, tjiian to assist her, and 
nijghtvbe c^i^riied into paying, ^ Do you what 
you please, but do not observqme;' sh)e^,w;a5 
willing to think him very kind: but even by 
this willingness she hurt her own interests j: 
ac^owledgments seemed to fret him, as if they 
had in^plied that bis meai^ing, which he could 
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not make clear, was not understood. Writing 
^gain occupied hinii and again he seemed 
pleased when an arrangement for a sailing-party 
called her away. It was no improvement of her 
pleasure to fancy he liked her absence, but she 
was disposed to accept gratefully, eveti imperfect 
enjoyments. The scheme was as agreeable as 
£ne weather and kindness, and the absence of 
Lady Winsclina and Miss Piathos, who were in 
a distant county, could make it. It had been 
<!ontrived by Mrs: Firmly and Lord Montrylas, 
for the gratification of good old Mr. Westby, 
who having spoken of himself, as not expecting 
again to enjoy this species df pleasure, had 
piqued their glood nature, and made them assi^ 
dnous in contrivance. Rosanne was in the 
secret. He was to be invited to an airiiig, by 
Mrs. Firmly, and being driven ■ to the water's 
edge, a boat was to be in readiness, and, wind 
and weather permitting, his indulgence was to 
T)e the willing care of Lord Montry las, who; as 
solicitous to please the old man, as if proiholion 
had depended on it, perfected the sdheme ad- 
mirably. The heavens were favourable:' Mr. 
Westhy was affected almost to' tears, by this 
mark of respect; and perhaps no fbur persons 
ever enjoyed a purer pleasure than Ife to whom 
this regard was shown, and those who testified 
it'- - i -••■'■■ ^ i' • • 

Ndr was it without mutual re-payment. Mrs* 
Firmly was a woman able to appreciate* Lord 
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: Montrylas's condesofe^nsion : sbe knew indeed 
too little of his. motives, to judge quite correctly 
of it ; but still, under any circumstances, the 
effect Would have beoii. the. same, and he would, 
at any other time, have given up some hours 
: to please a goi)d old inai}, , even if again all the 
beauty: of Southampton had b§en assembled at 
an auction, or if Miss Bellaripine had been at a 

distance. 

If Rossmne had wished : to advance . her in- 
terests with Lord Montryl)is, nojie of the com- 
mon opportunities afforded; by the world, of 
displaying recommendations to notice^ , could 
have been lialf so efficacious as this quiet party* 
For when Mr. Westby, not merely widi .polite- 
ness, but with delicate feeling, expresksed his 
concern for detaining her from the auction, the 
desire to set his mind at ease, gave to her maimer 
such an ingenuous ener^, a^^d shelpqkfd so very 
lovely while, she bore witness to her 9 wn eiyoy- 
ment, that his lordship b^gan to think ^P time 
was to be los^;— she might look t^us whep 
others sfiw her; and others mujst think as l^e 
did-r-there could be but one opinion on a ques- 
tion so decisive in itself, as that the world did 
not afford another such woman as Miss Bellar- 
mine. He had se^n her bearing with the youqg 
follies of her own sex, yet not participating in 
them ;-r*she was respectful, and even grateful^ 
to Mrs. Firmly ; — to this good old man, she was 
tender> almost to filial piety ; and to himself-^ 
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si* was^t wa* imp^Mble til say what she waa : 
-— thbre^ wa^i'iiOtliiiQg' indeed encdunging; site 
miglit 'ftie en^gdged te& deep/ and* y^t he ooiild 
hot imfieach her bebavioar ;^sh0 might neVer 
h^ve besto>^ed her affections*— and then her 
eondtidt roise higlier: it was that of a ipinkl 
regulated by the forms of society^ but not 
cramped by them. — Could il be possible that she 
had been brought up in France — and in seclu- 
iibh ?^Yes, thfe ftrmer was made possible by 
ihk latter. What kind of mind could ber fk* 
ther*8 be?— But to what purpose make the 
inqiriry? sh^ spoke of him a$ sadly ou|; of 
heallib-^he should like to see him*— But, why? 
for he niilkt join his regiment on foreign ser- 
vice, aKttosk immediately I— Cruel 1 criiell to 
attetnpt ^to^^in^ her attention. N^, he would 
' st^er any thilig ra^^r than bring a mfonsient^s 
anxiety for him, on teuch a Greatttre*— for he was 
sure i^he had a hi^t as well as a soul, but it 
was pe^hiapfr a heairt not easily obtained— Heigii 
ho \ — ' What a heavenly day i-^I hope ttiy ho- 
noured father is not penned up in Lon<k>H, still: 
—my mother arid Agnes ought to be in the 
country/ 

• Do they go immediately from towtv into 
Wiltihire ?' said Mrs. Firmly. 

* I am sure they would like her— how «he 
would behave to my father !-^my good mother 
would ddight in her — and what a companiott 
for Agnes ! Her education must have been greats 



but.Provid^ice has been very bountiful i-^aad 
then^if I wete called infio service ;^gai;n,:I i^ould 
M :rely on such a mmd^-^-sbe- ccfuld: be with 
Agnes/r— ^ I beg 70111: pardon^ ypu a[»ked ipa 
^ame questions'^*-'! was \ in idle i^inpul^tion! at 
the moment : do my father apd i^Qther gq i^to 
Wiltshire? I really do not know/ ,. [ 

Did Mrsi Firmly smile or nOtp-r-tNobOily.flC'uW 
liave asceitained this, . , [ 

The voyagers, lahdcid with li||ialiated/)gppd 
humour, andJsrpirits xathenesad^j^afatedlthjan f^-^ 
;tjgued ; bat, a}as ! a sad disappointoient iltwa.ited 
them* Mrs. Firmly*B: carriage was bot amVied 
to con ve^ ;Uaein home; .' and g^eafe w.as the con^ 
cefn for Mr. .W^qstby;. and; tttmy wei:? tlje.j^lans 
pofoposed fori his aqcoirnnddatioii ; rbtut; ^y :ydv5- 
d&inidg tdl be a trou'Wc'—the' leaut of; ^ny,j spli- 
intojiSifer himself-^said, laughing, ^ Only; belp 
mi Tip' out of this. cramping viehicles.«nd'I w.iU 
show jpn i can walk.as weU as any, of y.Qu/ . 
. As 'Mrs^^Firmly's house, was^, under ^iitch^cirr 
c^mstance$^a'ponsideTabteidi8la]^ce jbfiyondMr^ 
Bellarmtne's lodgings^ '^osanne, at. ^U evjentsi 
felt it incumbent on her to invite the; .party to 
nest ; and having two isitting-rOomSi shf^ topld 
do. this,. without obliging her father to do. what 
might be unpieasant. •po mention his ^acknow^ 
ledging the civilities she bad received, by visits 
from hhtioelf, was not to be thought on in jhe 
po^tuce >of affairs, since his return : she could 
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only represent him as a care and an anxiety to 
her, and, by what this implied, excuse him. 

He had been very industrious during her ab« 
sence, which he could not think long, as his 
new interest, Mr. Gass, occupied his tfa6ughts ; 
and he was arranging schemes of connexion 
between them, which would, with convenience 
to himself and profit to the young man, make 
him his agent; and, as Mr. Gass had repre- 
sented, without any risk allow him the use of 
money, by the profit of which,' Mr. Beliarmine 
would be the gainer. Speculation is a sort of 
sober gambling, very well suited to the ad* 
vanced years of those who have, in their youth, 
sacrificed without mercantile views, at the shrine 
of chance ; and Beliarmine, still loving at his 
heart a stimulative, thought himself fortunate 
in finding in Frederic's mind and pursuits, an 
encouragement, or an excuse, for indulging his 
dormant inclination. The reasons for privacy 
were so many, and his dread of Rosanne's seeing 
a name on his folded letters which he could not 
tell would not lead to questions to himself or 
communications to Mr. Grant, was so great, 
that he dispatched with all diligence the episr 
tolary business ; and, to secure himself against 
accident, he resolved to carry his letter to the 
post before she returned. 

3ut vain is the caution of the cautious : he 
Opened the door to go out, as his daughter 
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xeaehed it to eiiter; and i»troidu(^ Her fri^tids*;— r 
and the enj(rasitie,apKi.th^ introduction, »nd the 
meetingi were so inevitable, that, as his letter • 
was put of sight, his ; papers were locked up, 
^nd h^bud time i^. abundance, he suffered his 
habits ^8 4 gentl6]9»n to overcome bis inten- 
tion; and something like pride got; the better 
of something hardly nieriting the nam^ of pru^ . 
4ence. He turned back with a very good grace, 
and when seated in the room he bad quitted,- 
and orderiDig rqfresbmenfcsf for his daughter's 
friends, and elegantly; kind in particular to Mr, 
Westby, rRosanne coukl 3<:arceiy recognise bim 
for l»er fatl^r. • < r i 

. * Wh*t must Mrs- Firmly think of me ?' said 
she, to her$elf ; ^ she must think I have imposed 
on her/ 

Had Rosanne been a little older in experience^ - 
she would not have asked this silly question, 
even of herself. Mr. BeUarmine was not the> 
first head of a family whom Mrs. Firmly had 
known the burthen of a home, the life of ^^ 
party. — She did • not stare, but she felt for Rq-; 
sanne ; and she conciliated. 

, * Somebody, or something,' said I^ord Mont^ 
rylas' to. himself, while listening to Bellarmiqey 
' has a spite at my peaces— I supppsi^ I am not 
to sleep again to-nigbt ;— this father must b^ 
some tyrant, for whose savageaess to her, this 
lovely creature makes apoldgies ; yet, how she. 
spoke torday of what she owes to him J — I^lft 
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resolved—but yet how cruel l—God'k^ttOWsf—^: 
it must not be— ^I would not far the world— 
perhaps——* ^ 
f A word or two drop|>ed by Mr. Westby/ pfo-' 
duoed an effects entirely contradictdty to Ro- 
sanne's expectations :-^heii^eri3tood Mr. Bel-* 
laraiitie to be originally Fretach, atld he treated 
faiin tas one who had paid the compliitiettt-to' 
this country, of having ' spent his • youth in it, ^ 
marrying' froiti it, aiki who now, after finally 
settling his affa;irs in France, had •come to 
England to pass the rest of his days.- Rosattne, 
who, fond. of being accepted as^ English ^herself, 
did not like to hear her father -treated as a 
Frenchman, was goiij'gj to set the matter right ; 
but, to her surprise^ he 'lather -indulged Mr. 
Westby's supposition ; and perceiving this, she 
was silenced. > . 

. The conversation grew every moment more 
agreeable t Bellarmine was* completely rcmsed ; 
a!nd> Rbsanne began to think she had suffered 
by giving way to 'him, when a little gentJe. 
counteraction would have been beneficial. 

A question arose, not very interesting iQdeed, 
but of a • nkture very common^ between Mrs. 
Finally and Lord Montrylas, , whether ^ these 
l6dgings were or were ^o% the same as those 
occupied by the faintly 6f ^ the Crackles/* 

Nobody but Rosanoe could decide it ;&he' 
Goiild ; and|^ as if her :superiot : information le*; 
quired-^ari apology, she referred to her: having. 



sprat soibe hoar» in their lodgings, the day: 
before the family left the place. 
. * Why> surely,' i aaid Lard Mantrylas, f you 
could not,. Miss BeUarmine, be, the lady walking 
that 6sty with them; and die G iggletbnsi' 
. Jiosanne; coloured* 

'I never in my: life,', said I Lord Montryias^ 
': was. 80 near rolling any man in) the kennel, as. 
I was the young roan of your! party;'^-! pitied 
y<Hi for being withsuchca groupe, though I.had: 
nQt the bbnour of knowiag youu . If i had not 
fiteebyouiquit them, I think I should have in- 
terfered.'.' : 

- * Why, then,' said Mrs. Firmly^ * it must have 
been you, my dear Misi B^larminc^ who were 
so good to that poor little (^pi^ssed thing 
Lucy Varnish, to whom they behaved — ^asthey 
did indeed to every body, so shame£uUy/ 

: Roaanne Ikeld up her itands . to beg for silence ; 
but Mrs. Firmly would not stop. The money 
which Rosanne had giteen thepodriyoung^wox 
man, had been so assisting to herself and her 
family, that she was forced to let the good lady 
indulge in the detail; and when she ceased, 
nothing remained for Rosanne but to point out 
the limited boundary of her share in what had 
turned out so wel}. 

Lord Montrylas addressed himself still more 
to Mr. Bellarmine. The visit ended as agree- 
ably as it had commenced; and having gone 
out with the party, and returned in a few mi- 
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nutes, Bellarpiine, when he met his daughter|,< 
expressed great pleasure in his accidental meet- 
ing with persons of so much conyersatiom 
' Mrs. Firniiy was/ he was sure, * an invaluable > 
woman,—- the^ old gentleman was a model for 
the aged ; — ^and as for Lord Montry las, he only 
wished there had been the same ^sort of spirit 
amongst the contemporaries of his youth, as 
there seemed to be in. the present race of young 
men.' — He said it with a sigh— and Rosanne 
was going to say son^thing that might recon*^ 
cile him to himself; but a card came from Mn. 
Firmly with an invitation to dinner for the fol<- 
lowing day— and what was her joy, her trans- 
port, when he answered it in the politest tprms, 
by accepting it! 

^ He shall never sink again into Witude,* said 
his daughter to herself. 

t In the evening, he was occasionally thought- 
ful, but at leisure to converse and to walk oat^ 
and very kindly disposed 
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CHAPTER LVI. 

ft 

» 

Ti * *" ' "• ' 

H£ next morniug brought, as Rosanne per« 

ceived, letters for ter father, the contents of 

which, his cheerfulaess showed to have beea 

agreeable : he ordered new clothes for himself; 

lie named a day in the middle of the following 

week, for going' into Kent : he spoke of a short 

stay there: at present; as his affairs would, call 

him to London, whither she must, in propriety, 

accompany him. She thought she had never: 

seen her father so placid : his . pe^nissio^. to 

write to Mr. Grant, to inform him of theit 

plans, was readily obtained; they dined at Mrs. 

Firmly*s, with Lord Montrylas, Mr. Westby^ 

and a few select friends ; and Rosajone had no 

cause to doubt whether she was right in det 

ciding oh coming to Ungland. . 

They were now living very much like othec 

persons in the same situation, visiting and vi-? 

sited, and receiving attentions from even the 

inhabitants of the place, who, in their reception 

of strangers, show that they are. accustomed to 

such strangers as merit attentions. Lord Mont-; 

rylas was in the habit of calling on Mr. BeUar-? 

mine : he rode with him ; and every interview 

^ve occasion for fresh commendation of his 
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lordship. RosatineV opinion of him wa^ not 
less in his favour ; but if ker father had changed 
his views in life for her, if he had thought it 
would be a happy circumstance to see her so 
greatly married; or if his traitor-friends, his feel- 
ingsf, had^ ever whimpered to, him how. mucb . to 
iifteir satifi(facdon, atleast,^ He might, if i-e^noved) 
from her icotitFoUing principles and assiduous 
<iye, doze but 'an existence which: it iequir^d; 
energy to relish, lulled by the soothing: yoicet 
of fred^^ric/ Emma,. and their boy, he liad too 
much deference for her high*pitched delicacy,, 
too much; caution; too much fear of restraining 
a nature that he could not but perceive attracted 
I6v6, in proportion as it became known, to be« 
tray^hlmself. — Something, be it what it might, 
bad raised Rosanne in importance ; — he seemed 
slz^licitous to please her-~he made a dinner-^party 
for hep frieaads ill the best style which ciicdm-^ 
stances allowed; and on Saturday evening: he 
asked her if she- thought Mrs. Firmly would 
admit him is well as herself, into her pew at 
ebui^ch, the next day. — Who upon ea^th W^ 
now as iiappy< as Rosanne Bellarmine ? 

BMt a^ trifle-^0 ! the omnipotence of trifles ) 
*^a seaming accident^^^l the sad power of 
abcident ! gave a- new turn to affairs. Xarly oq 
Sunday morning a note was brought directed 
%T' Francis' ^ellarmiue, Esq. Rosanne sent it 
to Ixer father^^ dressing-room : it obliged him tq 
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gobvA; and, wheti out, a message i was 'seot'to 
' hdr, ' desiriBg her not to wait breakfadt ifbr htitt, 
as hbjceturn must be ancertahi.. 
. She M^ vexed thlt he did not join her. by 
cburoh-^tHn^. She went without hhn. ' At her 
return she found him in a pleasant tamper. He 
told her that a friend of his from LoniiOtt, a 
JSdr.. Gass» would dme with theixv and he .wds 
then ^[oiiikg t6 show him some of the beautiids 
of the' place :•— as he was a stranger tO/her^. per- 
haps she had better call on some of her friendt. 
*r^She thanked him — she had no /wish to[ gp 

Mr. Gass came to dinner : he* was oertamly 

very handsome, aild extremely attentive torMns 

Bellarinme : he talked much j and iseemtd- . potf* 

sessed 6f a great fund . of generkl kno>tfiedge« 

Rbsaxihe must have been hot merdy igncMcaitti 

but stupid, had she not perceived that \^v.&r 

therlikied his conversation ; but for liiei^jselfy ;$he 

. felt an indefinable . sort of comfar(^ when shb 

^foimd that by ^ Emma/ and * the bmVuXur 

'^monkey/ as somebody and sometliing wem 

called, she was to imderstand a wife and child^ 

■She qiiitted the table, notwithstanding. smde 

.speech^ of passibvate. .common-place fn»n . the 

visitor^ as soon) as she could iafter di&ner ; '. and, 

directed by a few words on a slip of paper from 

her father, spent her eviehing widi Mrs.: Firmly. 

W^n the ' servant fetched Tier -home, j&tie 

found' her father still cheerful, but. with more 



94 ROSANN£l. 

of business in his ideas ; and it was a curb to 
the prancing of her hopes, when he told her 
that their journey into Kent must be deferred 
fdr a few days. She was de&ired to write to Mr. 
Grant to this effect; and she obeyed — ^how will- 
ingly may be guessed. 

Four days passed not unpleasantly— nunless 
Mr. Gass's dining each day with Bellarmine 
vris unpleasant to his daughter. He had made 
some advainces indeed in familiarity : she was 
beginning to be ' Rosanne/ and * fair lady/-^ 
and her father 'wotidered she would not join him 
and Mr. Gass in walking or sailing. If she 
had said, ' My dear father, I saw Lord.Mont- 
ly las before I' saw Mr. Gass/ Bellarmine would 
faa^e- hoped ; but on false ground%-~for. she 
would only have meant that she had seen a 
gentleman before she saw one who aped a cha^ 
racter very different. . . 

On this fourth day, Mr. Gass, who had now 
begun to save servants the trouble of announcing 
him, called, as he said, to '. pay his devoirs- to 
* the Bellarmine, or> Belle Ermine, or Erminia,* 
~«* which name would she like best to hand her 
down to posterity?' — before Lord Montrylas, 
who had come on something less of a fool's er* 
rand,: had quitted the room. '^ Lady Agnes, his 
sister, had done. Rosanne some kindness in Lon- 
don, and he came, with good sense and good 
breeding,-— and certainly with a very good, will, 
to report it. Oh the entry of a visitor, who 



BOSANNE. 9s 

seemed to have peculiar privileges^ his lord- 
ship retreated^ perhaps wondering where Miss 
Bellarmine had made acquaintance with a man 
who was the annoyance of his lordship's quar* 
•ters* .. . . , ... 

' Why— that's Montrylas that's gone out, 
my dear Rosanne: is it not?' 

Her affirmative did not, by its manner, en* 
courage conversation; and other visitors com- 
ijQg in, Mr. Gass, to. whom less Attention was 
perhaps paid than he usually fojand, in unde- 
jected despair took his leavtei With, ^ Well ; God 
bless you, for the presents .my dear ;. I shall see 
you again:**— you dine at your usu^ hour, I 
suppose?' : '" . 

At this usual hour he returned^ ; aird havings 
in the mean tiqie, , been bargaining fbr a horsey 
and valuitig himself on his science in this 
branch of wisdom, the horse, and the vendor, 
-and himself, ^ what the fellow said, and what 
\ said, — what he offered the horse for, and I 
bid him, — how he came dowh and I advanced, 
aiid how impossible it was to take me in,' lasted 
through dinner :-rMr. iBellarn^ine far more in- 
terested m this coiiversation, than Rosanne could 
have supposed possible on her knowledge of her 
* father — Rosanne weary and almost disgusted. . 

After dinner, Lord Montrylas rose again . to 
Mr. Gass's recollection; and Bellarmine, like 
many other absentees, from the metropplis, sup- 
posing one fresh from it, must know what has 
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iiny relaCion with':t»thi^'«nd;of 'ity s^k^d aomf 
qiieatioa xespectiog Xsiord Moptrylas's family. 
UCbeii:: poured; forlit the eloquence df Mr. Gasi 
He 'knew Locd Mctotrylaii to be tbe eldest soa 
of the Earl of Brentleigh/ — ^he * knew them all 
of old ; and* prouder people thto tfae-fatber and 
mother, never trod: G od*3. earth/*— * tbey were/ 
he believed, ^ on his, ovfxi knoWledg^^ one. of 
the 'hau^tiest familiea }n the peerage : t^^ey 
had several sons-^thred/ he believedi ''butouly ' 
oae xiaiigUter, the haitgbtieat of. all, haughty 
dames, Lady Agnes Byram by msm^ Mppt- 
rylas waaa;showy man, and had. done famoila- 
ly abroad, and: had got on miwculously^-r-far 
better than many whom he could name, and 
who deserved il quite as.iwell,^— but;h6 too was 
as iMToud. as Lucifer ; and they had .all behaved 
infamously to bia tnost intimate frieud Sir Ags^ 
rid Biborough, who .bad proposed . for' LadJ' 
Agnearhis friend <)rwi)^d bidf a couuty—rft- 
turned he. could not tell how many meix)bers-r- 
drove his six in the first style-^wai^: of a'pri0)^ 
description of talent, and yet had been insuUe4- 
Lord Brentleigh^ . every body knew, was, ppt 
always the man he was now : while bi^ brother 
lived, they had little more than what wpultl 
make the pot boil, and bad vegetated down in the 
north, neither knowing nor known ; but now, 
€bt thesie fifteen or sixteen years> they had beea 
growing great ; and people were to be insulted 
by diem.' ^ 
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^tber BeUarmine's experience^ or tiie titicon* 
querable power of commDa sense, or the ini* 
pression wliich Lord Montrylas had made on 
his good opinion, made hiniy thou^ with great 
gentteness and perfectly good homour, defend a 
isefusal which, as described, crushed hopes that, 
however painted, might be presumptuous ; bufe 
Mr« Oass proceeding to justify his friend, and 
growing angry in portraying the indignity 
offered him when ' his altitudinous : lordship 
ba4 almost kicked him out of his infernal 
liouse^' Rosanni^ in the little she said, sided 
with her father. 

Had the consequences of the few words ut- 
tered by her heen foreseen, she would have been 
silent. To this added provocation of an ill-bred 
temper, perhaps she had to ascribe it, that when 
&er father had asked, in order to judge fairly 
what it was in Sir Agaric that called forisUch 
violent measures, Mr. Gass answered in a point- 
ed tone, ' His illegitimacy, &ir.' 

RosMine.not knowing what she was doing, 
but with the utmost moderation, and an honest 
feeling, said, * Surely, surely, Sir, the family 
werA rigfat-^^uch pedigrees are not to admit of 
snch sdliances/ 

*■ There, Sir,' said Frederic, ^asperated imw 
to malice^~* you see, Sir, what jyo^ have sub- 
jected tfie to. i shall have this thrown initty 
teeth, some day or other. / shall be kicked 
down stairs for being ^Ofer illegitimalte scm.' 

VOL. ni. H 
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Rosanne was thubderstruck— she Was trails* 

* 

fixed : — Frederic was in a moment on iiis knees 
at the feet of his father:— Rosanne had right 
feelings— she quitted the room. 

In an hour — an hour of pitiable distress, 
when, without friend or adviser, she was left 
to her own inexperience,*— when she knew not 
how far she dared he fight — ^what was her duty 
—what ought to be her opinion,"-^an hour spent 
in tears, but not for herself, -^in penitence for 
offences not her own, — in pity for her father j — 
in abhorrence of the cruelty that had exposed, 
him to her, and in anxiety for lierself, she wa$ 
desired to return to the Toom she had quitted. 

Her father was sitting alone^ leaning: On a 
table, and sitting so that his face was not. vi- 
sible to her :— she was going up to him, when 
pointing to a letter at aidistance, heisaid, ' Thaf 
is for you—open it/ 

It was from Frederic^ and contained an ac* 
knowledgment of unpardonable want of temper 
.**-a dq>recation of her : angCt— a ; promise . to 
Dffend no more, and an^ adieu. 
» fieUarmine was humbled below .the humilia* 
tion of a father : — Rosanne stood no longer, in 
his estimation, his daughter subjected by.na- 
ture to his command— but his judge, and a 
feature, top spotless to tt^ake allowance for the 
blot l^etrayed to her: he had ilready pibtui^ 
her to hid imagination, as relying on hec gr^nid^ 
mother's bequest; refusing eVen .a; vmnt^m»6fi 






ROSANIfE. .fi!d 

fro&3 hiijn, and prpbajbly retreating immediately 
to seek a second father ia him who she would 
recollect had meant more perhaps ths^n met 
her ear, when, he said> * If you ever wish you 
had two fathers, you may reckon on me.' — She 
now rose; not merely in ideal value or specula- 
tive consequence, but, to his appreciation, with 
an advantage over hia> ; and; he waited for her 
speaking, with as much anxiety as lie had ever 
occasioned her in his most intractable dispo- 
sition s« 

Rosamie, on her part) w;asequ£iiry sensible to 
the alteration produced in their relative situa* 
tion; but if she forgot for a moment that she 
was his daughter, it was that she might show 
herself his friend. Not prepossessed in favour of 
her newly-found relation, she had, ift her mind, 
more the recollection of Shakspeare's portrait 
of an exasperated outcast in the offspring of the 
ill-used Gloster, than Qf the tolerated progeny 
of the patriarch's handmaids ; and considering 
her father as an object of pity, she was not in 
danger of doing any thing that could add to 
his suffering, or imply a diminution of her re- 
spect to him. Any advantage that she could 
accept, must be ultimately his, to be of value to 
ber: it might be a temporary mean of bringing 
him to coalesce with her: but the coalition could 
have no view but his happiness. 

Enabled now to account for the pleasure he 
had taken m the young man's company, and 

H 2 
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ndt presumiag to ititefpose her dpiniolil of hU 
merits, she allcnved herself to he led hy what 
appeal^ the exigency of the present moment ; 
and having no one to advise with, and agitated 
by her father's agitation, she. listened only to 
the tenderness of her nature when she besought' 
him to consult her peace of mind by doing what 
would most contribute te- that ^ of his- own, 
and got his permission to write a kind note of 
recall to Mr. Gass. 

Her eloquence was not inefficacious. Mr. Gass 
it turned immediately, arid was. met by Rosanne 
with no other recollection than of her fether's 
suffering. She meant well^ it is tree, in what 
she did ; ftnd she was not to^ be blairied for her 
want of worldly wisdom; but Mr. Grant's ab- 
sence was particularly unfortuhate. 

The business on which Frederic had, without 
invitation or encouragement, taken a journey tO' 
Southampton, was to obtain a further sU^ly of 
money from Bellarmine, to enable hini to carry 
on speculations that wiete to pay unheard-o# in^ 
terest : he had schemes that would have occu*- 
pied half London in buifdings^ and drained the 
country of its hinds : he was to d* Wonders, 
and, as he made appear^ by such simple means 
that the greatest Wottder was, thkt they ihouM 
have remaiiied for him to do; but that which 
is obviously absurd, or to commoh ajjprehen- 
sion impracticable, when cause arid effect are 
«feeii r^ote from eiatdh other,! may be madfe'vferf 
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tolerably plausible^ at least to the well-disposed 
to credulity, by a series of means which shall 
unite them: and though^ when the famous im- 
postor Cagliostro engaged toli^t the streets 
of London with sea-water, people started ; yeta 
short timeBuificed to make one ask aootber, wHi|t 
might be thought of the scheme. 

It was excusable in FTederic Gass if he deemed 
hibiself a particularly fortunate man, a'nd re- 
Bed, niore than timid spirits are wont. to do, on 
< his lock;' for he marked, cm hia factitious 
memory, tmly: his. {successes; and when inter- 
vening spaces are taken away, objects and facts 
dmvr very close together, and make a goodly 
show. . He might, very fairly, have quated the 
present inatanoe as a proof of his boasted powers 
of insuring success ; for it did not seem the ne- 
cessary consequence of his want of every thing 
that restrains a man of honour, that it should, 
induce Bellurmine to do all that he asked. But 
what his rhetoric might have failed in, a desire 
to get rid of him accomplished ; he appeared no 
more ; ai^d Belkrmine, having next morning, in 
a few words, hinted to his daughter that the sub- 
ject was too unpleasant to him to bear convers- 
ing on, but that he should be ready to set off 
on their visit to Mr. Grant, as soon as she could 
learn that it would be con venient, she felt some 
compensation for that which must now and fo( 
^ver, give her more or less uneasiness^ 

h3 
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CHAPTER LVII. 

•A WEEK, productive of no fresh annoyance, du- 
ring which Bellarmine and his daughter had 
lived m i^ociety, aiid she had taken leave of her 
friends, was made peculiarly satisfactory to her 
by her father's not estranging himself from 
church on Sunday. The impression made by the 
/ service was greatly diminished ; but as he was 

in company with Mrs* Firmly and the young la- 
dies of her family, this wa$ not remarkable—* 
the sermon did not please him; and Rosanne 
might have feared this would be remembered on 
a future occasion, had she not hoped, that, ere 
the next question on the subject could occur, 
they should be with Mr. Grant. In the arrange- 
ment for this desirable remove, which yet was 
attended with reluctance on her part to quit 
Southampton and her kind friends, she met nei- 
ther disappointment nor obstacle. Mr. Grant 
^replied to her, without an hour's delay, urging 
their immediate setting out ; and in eight-and- 
forty hours they obeyed him. 

^ 0\ now some impediment certainly — we 

shall never be safe/ said Rosanne to herself, 

. when, scarcely clear of the gate to whose one 

reverend face she h^d turned to give a fond fare- 
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^ell, her fatlier oalted t6 the postillions to stop. 
r-^lTie servant on horseback rode up. 

She needed not to have alarmed herself ; — ^it 
was onl}* Lord Montrylas^ who, perhaps not 
trusting himself to a long adieu, and not sar 
lisfied with dismissing strangers without any, 
had posted himself just without tlie gate, either 
to speak to Bellarinine, or to look at Rosanne. 

His lordship was in uncommon spirits«--*he 
laughed more than usual — he complimented Miss 
Bellarmine on the tastg of her travelling-car^ 
Tiage. 

. * It is my father's taste,' said she : ^ he sur- 
prised me with it when he came from London/ 

^ You will trust him another tim^," said his 
lordship* 

* I have every reason,^ said she, as she bowed, 
and begged to be respectfully remembered to 
Lady Agnes. 

The travellers drove off, leaving Lord Mont- 
rylas saying to himselfi ^ This it is to be a 
soldier!' 

'Is it possible,^ thought Bellarmine, when 
again in the middle oi the road, ' that this gitl 
does not see the impression she has mad^? — I 
cannot perceive that she does, and yet I never 
knew the woman who would not have seen it 
long ago : — young women must be altered ; or 
there is a class of which I never knew more than 
this one specimen.— It is not want of feeling op 
9[f he^rt; for she has both : it is a waixt of sqU*- 

B 4 
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opiiiioii } or it i$ that t h&v^ so SiUiA het itiimi 
with cares, .that therti 19 no room Iwaay thing 
dse — poor girl !' 

£ut he heg^A to' alter bt$ ideat >Ybeii Bo* 
aaniie^ .not at ^all shy of ap^ktng of I^ord Mixxb- 
TfhSy expressed, in terms uimsuaUy eneigetiCii 
her hig^ esteem for him. 
. ^ So !' thought he, f now I suppose J am to 
hear of something between them^-rsomatbing 
claz^destine — sp. much for the alt^athn I fanr 
cied^ I might at least iiaire been infonned, but 
however ■ ■ * 

^ Do those marriages,' said. Rosanne, ' which 
Mademoiselle Cossart used to call ' de bonne al^: 
^ liance,'. generally turn out happily ?' 

' It d€|)ends on the psu'ties, aind on cif eum«« 
stances*^ 

^ Jf it depended only^mi one of the partaea," 
said Rosanne, ' Lord Montrylas must be bappji 
I suppose, in his situation, ^iQice* is not sq^ 
much considered ^.as rank/ . h 

Bellarmine did not answer the ^ suppose.' lie 
only asked, and with some Int^est, .iC.Lord 
Montrylas was thus engaged? 

^ I understand so/ 

' And to whom ?* said he, mA ■• less vivaoiiyf. 

' To Lady Winselina, I appieheiul/ 

Bell^irmine was too prudent to say, ' Yoii 
blockhead V — ^The matter now stood as it did be* 
fore, (mly that Rosanne V want of .petoeption 
was accounted for, and/ perhaps it obtained its 
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dae'iMfict ^Km h6t &ther; far Ins c6iidtict» 
during the two days' easy journey^ was marked 
by the kindest consideration. 

IJP he bestowed, as he probably did, anyfai«- 
thw thought on this want of acumen in 1^ 
daughter, he might advert to the probable causes 
of the deficiency, and recollect, that, ' having 
been reared in seciusion, and taught to prefer 
her own country to that hi which she had been 
brought up, she had neither had opportunity^ 
nor could she be inclined, to bestow her affeo- 
tions. She had heard no talk of love: she had 
ttoid of none that conkl inspire her mind; and 
now* Aeeiiig in Lord Montrylas that concentra- 
tion of advantages which must makeeveiy other 
nMtk luflter by compdrisOo,ifthe had beett as mudi 
'guarded from any danger of attachment to an- 
other, aai ^e was, by his imagined engagement; 
ftcMh attak^hing herself to him. There would 
b6 little piuision in the world, he might think, 
if the mmd were early pre-occupied, and placed 
cNii oj^ the reach of infection. 
; It^ v^^ now the ktter end of July, and the 
ripening harvest was a new source of delight 
tb Rosanne, when on the evening of the second 
day, ^ftier 8 joutiiey all joy to her> and appa* 
rently not disagreeable to her father, they 

<teched the rectory-houste of ■ ■ - in Kent, 

W^ere Mr. Grant*s reception of them was ren« 
dered perhaps more cordial by the dismission of 
an anniely, as wdl as by the communication of 
pleasure. 
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, At his own house, this good man. wuaU: ho 
had ever been to them hefoi^ andjopre than 
all ; for it is to the advantage of the wptthy^ 
to be seen in that orbit which they are. destined 
to illumine. He , was th^ friend^ the father, of 
his flock***he was their adviser in the common 
affairs of life-rtheir aid in its. difficulties — their 
consoler, under 'its misf ortunes* Not soured, but 
isoftened, by early disappointment, apd by seeing 
JIaid in an early grave, her for whom his heart 
had been preserved in all the integrity of. its 
I>,ure3t affection, he pitied human weakness, he 
jente^ into sorrow, he taught where, and where 
only, the debts of this woiId.ca}i be paid to us. 

At a time of lifewhe^ he n^ight have, claimed ' 
a little iiidttlg^nce tp, habits^ he. wa3 most cari^ 
.ful to avoid their, subjugation; aii4 by yielding 
to tliose of otkeris, and by cuUixatipg cheerful- 
ness as a virtuous 1^Q!)iperamei).jt, h^ endeavoiuFed> 
in himself and others, to l^oep the heart wflH^miti 
the discharge of social duties. ' H! is sometimes 
a slow circulation J said he,: \ thft iqcliqie^ us tP 
be. envioi^s, or malicious, or wa\it^ig^ . in any 
branch of chaiity ; for qhe^rfuln^ss will open 
.Viiany hearts (1) ; keep the. pump . at work, and 
•the water will fill an enemy's pond, rather thiofx 
it will stagnate/ . 

Animated without enthusiasm in the servicp. 
. Qjf his ^hi^rch, he convinced others: by showing 
that he hinjiself was convinced ; and from hi^ 
J>eart his doctrines re^aohied the hearts of tho^ 
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"^holifaeasd him. Possessing the seoi^t of never 
M^earying die attention, the liturgy wa3 fresh as 
often as; be read it:--*some new swsej.some 
'diearer light-rsome allusion, known ofily between 
'him. and his congregation, would strike then^ 
and they would almost ask themselves if these 
could be the words which they were ii^the cou- 
stant habit of hearing. In preaching, he made 
hhnself one .of his auditors :— * we must strive'—^- 
^ we may fail/ was his language;, aud that he 
might not fail, was as much the prayer pf his 
people, as that they might, by his guidance^ 
attain the blessings* he taught them to hope for« 
This was the man to confirm Bellarmine ipt 
.his endeavours':, a clergyman, $ober-n)iq4ed and 
firm, living in the practice and urging the ^dop - 
tion of V whatsoever things are of good report:' 
though not . rich, liberal*— though not distiq- 
j^ukhed, content When his hopes of domestic 
comfort were blasted, he had on principle s^ood 
against the blow, and in time ei^ghanging ti^e 
buoyant animal spirits of youth fof th^ gentle 
conscientious serenity of ma.turer yf^^s, h^ had 
rendered himself happy beyond the felicity of 
this world, Feared more than any one wlio is 
-hated, beloved more than if he had sacrificed 
every thmg to popularity, he was <^bsplute with- 
out being despotic, and submitted, to, without 
disgracing his authority by destroying the li- 
berty of those whom he ruled. His gains from 
. his parish were returned to the needy as the 
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dews of tlie t&arth in benign showdrs; but not 
as indiscriminately : he taught those on whom 
they felly and those whom they passed over, the 
immeasurable diffei'ence between the bounty of 
Him in whose power it is to correct even while 
he blesses, and the endeavours of a frail being, 
iK^ho, through ignorance, may convert nutriment 
Into poison. * Tb^ gift of God,' said he, * may 
bring you to a sense of your demerit — any libe- 
rality, when I know you unworthy, would only 
harden you in sin.' Thus relaxing nothing of 
the strictness of wholesome discipline, nor ever 
•failing to encourage those less in need of it, he 
mnade his ascendency appear woi^rful. No- 
thing ever prospered when Mr. Grant witMield 
his band. 

In society, which he loved next to solitude, 
his character never quitted him. Learning,, esc-. 
perience. Wide observation, a digesting mind> 
and playful humour, which pressed into the ser- 
vice of virtue the wit that might have looked 
another way, made him npt indeed a good 
^ bottle-companion' — for the oottle was his in- 
terruption — but the charm of a winter's night, 
the sweet cbmpanion of a summer's day, and 
diffusing over the mind of others that tranquiU 
lity which he enjoyed himself, he left his ho&tj 
or dismissed his party, nearer Heaven for hiis^. 
company. 

Four-and- twenty houi;3. sufficed to convince 
Bosahne that she could J^Qt repentr her ^rnest 
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deske lo be wilfc Mr* GranU lier fether al- 
riBady appeared improved in health and cheer^ 
fhlnesfi, and she felt her cares divided, more in 
her favour, than into equal portions, by the assist- 
ance of their excellent friend, who getting round 
his hospitable table, the first day, those of his pa-* 
rkhioners whom he knew most ready and best 
adapted to contribute to the comfort and amuse- 
ment of his guests, made the novelty of their ac- 
quaintance soon forgotten. * Come, my dear 
Miss Bellarmine,' said he, ' take your place at the 
bead of my table — ^I do not think you will ever 
now be displaced ; and I am an old-fashioned 
fello^V-, and like old-fashioned customs : I love 
th see my table well filled, and a lady at the 
head of it. And now,' said he, * blessing the 
Giver of all good things for the means to furnish, 
and health ai^d spirits to enjoy, and friends to 
share these pleasant supports to our imperfect na- 
ture, let us partake of them, according to his mer-' 
ciful intentions, unsparingly and thankfully** 

^ Well!' said this amiable man to Rosanne^ 
after a few days — ^ we have got over Sun- 
day, you see, to our satisfaction. Your fa* 
ther is too well bred to thwart me; and his 
acquiescence in my inclinations, will, in time,- 
you will see, make a basis for inclinations of his 
owh. But, my dear Rose, is it possible that 
you do not, in this comparative solitude, regret 
your dear * high street' of Southampton? do 
tell me a little more of this same Lord Montry- 
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las. Is it to b« believed that you can think sa, 
highly of him, and set him so above any young 
man you ever saw, and not think how delightful 
it would be to be Lady Montrylas?' 

* My dear Sir,' said Rosanne, * you are 
laughing at n^e — ^you might as well ask me how 
it happens^ that, loving my father as I do, I 
never envied my mother: — who is there that 
wishes for things out of his reach — for impos*. 
sibilities? I do not recollect that I ever, even, 
when I was a child, cried for the sun, though, 
you know I liave told you, I was once very near 
worshipping it. If I were so idle as to sit down 
to think how charming it would be to be Lady 
Montrylas— the next folly would be to wish I 
were : and then I should fret that I was not ; 
and then what becomes of all the warning I have, 
had, not to set my heart on the things of this 
world?-— how am I to keep clear of inordii;ate> 
affection ? and what am I to say when I ask my-; 
self how I have obeyed the commandment not to, 
covet? What would Lord Montrylas say. if he 
were to know that I ever presumed so far a^ to. 
namemyself with him, even as I have done now? 
Consider, Sir, the distance between us.' 

* Good girl,' said Mr. Grant : * I am satisfie4 
that at least the common baits put upon hooks to 
catch silly damsels, will not catch you. Yet 
s^l— but, however, I remember the Italian pro- 
verb says indeed. 
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i . • * Atnor e swnoria " . ; 

* Non voglion compagniaiV, 

atid there may be something in thid; but I" 
thought now-a-days the sentiment did not hold. 
You would not suppose,' said he, * seeing me 
htre a rusty country-parson, that I had ever 
drank of the spring of Vaucluse ; but I was a 
famous sonneteer in my youth ; and I don^t 
know but if I were to try my hand now, I might 
get through fourteen lines:— but, thank God 1 I 
have something better to do. When I wrote, 
love — ^ay, genuine love — inspired me. Don't 
think the worse of me, my child ; for, believe 
ine, ah honourable well-founded attachment to 
a good girl, is no disgrace to any man ; it keeps 

the heart human flifough life/. 

' . ' ' 

Rosatine hid ndt long to look round the world, 
on her eiitririce ihto it; for interests and occupa- 
tions. Mr. GrahtTiad a curate, to whose family 
he introduced her. It consisted of a very worthy, 
amiable mother; a daughter, who, at seventeen, 
was ill* that could gratify the wish of a parent 
and the pride of a brother • tod a young man, 
who dleservedi * and could appreciate, such rela- 
tives t-^they lived on little, but their tastes were 
elegant, and thfeir prudence was honourable': 
they hkd seeri better days, and had a character of 
superiority about them, 'that claimed respect V ^ 

This family formed Rosanne's first association ; 
and only a field dividing their residence froni 
Mr.Grant^s, some'hours of each day were pa^spd 
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with Mrs. Broseley and W daughter i and from 
the experience of the former^ and the elegant 
fashion of mind in the latter^ she informed and 
improved herself* They, on their ^art, were 
well disposed to love Rosanne. 

But the chastisements of a still merciful Deity 
visited this little family. Maria Broseley's de« 
licate health gave way under a sudden attack 
of disease, and left her mother and her brother 
objects of the sincerest pity. Rosanne was all 
that could assist or encourage dnring the sus- 
pense of the affliction— all that could sympathize 
and console in its fatal termination; but, a no^ 
vice in commiserating, she sniFered grievously 
herself, and was almostas pitiable as those whom 
she pitied ; her spirits were entirely wbdned; 
the spring of her mind w^s gpne ; and if htt 
father had not demanded her exertionsi no ex^ 
ertions could she have made beyond what ^e 
mourners needed. 

Mr. Broseley was grateful to any thing thlt 
would assist him to support his mother undef 
this trying affliction ; and Rosanne^ acting ^$ if 
equally related with him, was unremitting i? 
her attention. He looked to her discretion for 
directions how best to treat his beloved parent ; 
and it was not presumption, but experience of 
her kindness, that made him think 1k>w blest 
must be the man whom Miss Bellarmine's hfmd 
honoured. 

To remove from the scene of a tragedy in 
which she had so large a part^ was Mrs. Brose* 
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ky's earnest wishes; and her son finding it viin 
to oppose it, acquiesced, but with a repugnance 
that notbittg. counterbalanoed. ^ Wherever his 
mother went, he would go: if • he (juitted this 
place, all others were equal to him. But eyen^ 
Miss Bellarmine thought time would reconcile 
them to staying.' Mrs. Broseley said, -Never.' 
—Mr. Grant was doubtful — Bellarmine could 
not calculate. 

^ I fear/ said Mr. Grant, ^ you are, my d^ 
Rose^ too much at Broseley's— you are unnerv^ 
ing your spirits— you may injure youf health^— •■ 
ypu may make yourself very uncomfortal^le.' 

_' O ! I cannot think of iany thing but tbe'se 
sufferers. For poor Maria I am satisfied-^I eivry 
her lot; but for Edward Broseley and his\mi)«' 
ther^ I am most painfully concerned.' ; . ' 

^ I perceive you are ; and,' coixjtinued • he^ 
* Edward comes first/ 

* Yes, indeed ;— Mrs. Broseley wjU, 1 am peft- 
suaded, die. She is sickly, and not young ; 
but Edward has a long life before him :-r^ niaA 
does not die of grief.' i • . 

^ A' Christian should not>' said Mn. Graht 
energetically. . I 

'She started*— 'True— thank your-*I \viU re- 
member this : — where is it in the Bible**^m the 
first or second part?' 

' In the second/ as you call it. St PftuI tells 
the ' ThesBalonians they must not sorrow is 
those without hope-r-I do not quote literally/ i 
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' I will kata-TT-k^uli staU 1 i^ay t^ a&HtoMa for 

.fi Gettainly-; only i^^ car^ that; yojur aji;ci^ty/ 
do not Ijaai^ you top, fiiir. You hayq Qeyer l>peii, 
taught the controlj of' what is in. it^lf right; ; 
iheTt£ot». yoik will, forgi vq my trj^atiwg you lik«. 
a childl-*-you. are very excusable.' 
i. 1Q#! fivec, eyer treat me liH^, a* chil4— likft- 
yewr child; — never cease teaching ine/* 

a/jI .-wilV wver wijthhold ftpm ypi; what I 
thittkinsill bQ>of u^ t« yotti .CanyftU^bparinfi 

to affitimt you^?V 
^'Kdu.caiinQt affront m9~try>* , 

SMayjI say> that you dP. nqfe sfip^ to. wliat 
yow eartTfiroe. intei^sjt far thiQ Brps^leys^ ipay, 
Iwdiyou?". . 

' Lead nial;— NorrJ cannet scsft itff 

SWloiildi you n^t be glad if you, were ntver 
parted from them ?* 

*;ycs— -iqsjp^ak, the ttwtht' 
, * M?h^t amntfirbalwcest. your wisl)> that youc 
could fi>r ev.er.cantributft to. their comioiit. ap4i 
consolation?' 

^iOuly.tayJove fpr .my^faJthw andiyioti^ Were 
t so unhappy as to have it in my ppwpr.tocQ^ 
suit Only -myself, %h0i^e^ tb« i Bro^^Jeya . gp, 1 
WOttldigoJ 

' * Then you must even be Edw^rd'^ wife/ 
. Rps^QAS 5t4rte.drr:but;Wfis.§ilSnt. 

* Now/ said . Mr. Qr^fe * w,9. wtoc to, Aej 
pointi :,Yi9tt b»yfi hitbsrto^ my. sweet gixk 
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taken tnf Opiiiiefii on Subjects of tlie utmost inl* 
portirice to yoU— eveti On those cbnceraing a 
life of eteMity'-^how Kear it on a niattei- that 
respects 'diily the shoriTteriii of huftiaii life. I 
Speak m time— you are in nq way pledg^a at 
present — ^you may retract It is niy dutj^ to 
tell you that your incomparable heart is- mis- 



leading you — ^you would sacrifice yourself^ to 
the good of pthei's ; and did yoii'r father ^jx^ I 
6ric6urage'Edv&^ard Broseley to gay what I am 
Confident is oii his libs, we ipight to-morrow 
seal your destiny, ^d .give you cause to blame 
us. 

' I could not plaim you, said Rp$anne, fan* 
eying p6rnap3 that she was only mst. 

* Ydii would haVe rqa^son. Resolution? that 
nave permanent .consequences, my dear. Rose, 
ipust not ,be^ founded on temporary feglings. 
Now the feeling' at preseiit preaominantm your 
njmq, milst ana will subsjdfi 

e looked at ner as if expecting to he con- 
tradlcted : be was not oi^appQinted ; she sh^ook 
her^^eadl . \ \ ^ . 

* Expenence ti^ils us, said he, ' that impres- 
sions.wear out; and it is the goodness of vJod' 
wruch gives those of the mind this tendency, 

Ise hatr or us*' would be ui^eless iroih. sixteeiv 
X ou will not forget^ but you will cease to 
mourn ; and yrere you the wife pf Edward, you 
would wake nom a delirium of sorrow tp a lira 
aemandlng your activity, and find yourself pa- 



ralysed . This is one , cppsiderAtipn : tut tbero 
18 a stronger. You sec ypung Brpsejiey in th0. 
ligHt faN^t suited to. iis. character ;-^he is. wor-- 
^hy— 1^^ is gpodr— he. is amiable ;-^but he is not; 
a. man ^to direct you ; he wou}a look to you to 
pe directed ;* and <y Oil would, every day, feel 
that you. had a charge and a care, not an ad-. 
v|ser and a support. ' . . 
r f' Is he weak?' , . ^ 

' ]^ot weak in understanding; but weak in 
the concerns of this life, indolent, susceptible, 
indulging imagination ,to the injury of tha^, 
nerve of character which the master of a fa-* 
mily should possess.. Do pot iipagine I >vould 
<^>reciate him^I love him-— b^ is a^gopd and 
meritorious . being ; but no guatdran fbr ygU, 
©y .iBiose. Ypu^ would have to carry Ihirai: 
through the ^ofld; he would l?e mortified by] 
your superiority, and^ou woyld blush for hinutr 

Eosanne's eyes glistened. Fearing to bear, 
even the appearance of an mdjlference to offendi 
sh^ asked Mr. Graft's permission t^ retire. 

* Go, my child,' said lie—* yourself and your : 
Bible are your best friends : the one will tell 
you that you maj^ trust ipep-the other, that to 
subdue one infirmity of human nature, is to 
gain at lei^t one step towards Heaven : lierie mr 
deed it is matter of prudence— -the next trial, 
xnay be of conscience; aiid this victory wilt 
prepare you. Do not now thinlc me ' h?ird-^ 
hearted. Were, you capable of being iirlmt .if 
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mi fiOt «3^ 'e«aJE«vb(if 't^>i«k$^ ydd ^e&igble ol 
IniJ, \<rotna b^ ta suifeir yoii to iniarrY m your 
i^^ffP'i^^.^cf^^W you .:v!C^^-^ou; W0H|d,jbe,^ref«ly 
*ft haiigoyauxself/.;.:^ o.r.v ••:-.:. i./. '.c,( .li'io ooir'.' i.- iff? 



racter would not have been sufficibntly^liitoiFS 
nous to have attracted her regard. She ac*- 
quiesced in the correction of her judgment — she 
sought Mr. Grant, to tell him how useful he bad 
been to her ; and when, some days after, she 
picked up the fragment of a torn' sonnet, in 
which she saw an allusion to her name, she 
compelled herself to show something like reco« 
very of firmness, and to promote, rather than 
oppose, Mr. Broseley's acceptance of a distant 
curacy, which Mr. Grant had asked for him^ 

NOTE. 

(1 ) Were it the fashion of a work like this, to be honest 
laAcknowledgiiig the sources from which it is compiled, the 
unanxious submission of it to public opinion, would cease ta 
be considered as meritorious, or even extraordinary ; and the 
beautiful sentiment to which this note refers must be con* 
fessed a theft—perpetrated in an cTening's conversation not 

IS 



to.be fprgptten, .from f^ jesliiiMible woman ;^ who ptrlmps will 
Ve tlie 6n^ oibe of the pirtjr tiottecoliectiny her uttering i^. 
Mtij c^ W jl ttfbM t^let^iiften i^lfer fitim her merits ; nor 
^imy f9es SQ-nrci^eiti in^dciaml^ them/a-aEighttote ^mgry. 

f&® fW-!^ f:?P*e»ft^# ^ McoUeodw.otJiaiwg •w^r 
fortunately foreotten^her^iriaitii^ ^beo .she returned 

ner visits of fX)mpTiment oxx an accession of honocin , 

'lOr illct^e^ necessity jSToisputch allow time to inquire into 
the practice of those authors who printed their works at the 
fr^mey :ii£ l^b^ or JE^s^^.tt yt^edent ni%fat fae found 
for 9, ^<^^ul ^Lc|cuQwleci|^e;t to those engaged i» the 
^ompldcal ^ar^n0nt<of this ^orj^^ .for that ei^rdse olf 
dare^ sagacity/ and interest J which &^ corrected numerous 
cffroTs^^boi^thstauditig thb mai^ that remain/ and sug- 
genied mSaj, 'ttiieiidati<&n^^iidt^lhitanaing diere k stUI so 
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CHAPTER LVin. 
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TitE cheerful serfenit^ In which MK' CJritfft 
lived, seined forined to suit iht taste' of eve^ 
oneivho came iitidfef Hll fbiof. It s^^aS iio ftsSS 
salutary to Bellanni&e IH^ it w'a^ agtbeSfkei^ 
bh daughter. The scetae^ around was dttf^ii* 
tiV6 : the sestibti Vasf M6; th^ harvest was ifl«: 
t6r of observation to pler'^rf^ of cufidsitff lio'f 
accustomed to English agriculture. Mr. Gfaiit 
Hid « raluabl^ Ifbtsirf, s6M ^6d^tcihies; kad 
j^ndahceof fine prints. He interested hftftSel^ 
■*'ith Be{l!a)rmihe in Koianne's pilrrstiifo. Mrfsic 
ctbSfed tte ivetiingaf ; sdcietfy Varifed ih^v days * 
ittid had BilTantathe po^esied, JhhH early yi^ars, 
that happy fbresigh* whibh-, fir from iAioy- 
ing present pleasure, jficreiislSsf it by the', po- 
mi^e'of esttended diiVafibn— hatf he but tecof- 
let!t«4 t^t tihii^ v^ill ruti^that s^irit!^ wi^ sUfi!- 
side— th^t the toys of a child are the dis^ace'of 
a mdn'j-rHO^ had' he even Icnown" wheii to assume 
thfe; * toga- viriJS^'- of niirid; w-hich; thbugh^ ad', 
inittttig of additi(Mj§, need!s*never t!6 be put Ofi^'- 
he' Would have ftH^ no, suBti^ctioti frbm l2ie gra- 
tlir6a1abh« liow dfiered lllm'; he A'^ould' have'' 
giveii energy arid ^ect to th^ w^^ft' Already cciri- 
ceived in Ms h^rt, that he could ■ sjjerid- the- 
yttoamder oif his days und^r the shelter* WHi^te' 
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good Grant had provided for him. But he had 

planted thorns, and thorns sprung around him : 

he was disposed indeed to be guided ; but, in 

the indistinctness of boundary by which he 

separated feelings and duties, he fancied that he 

H^ht n^trto do that which was i^ost prudent' : 

be hankered after Frederic^ — be» longed to be 

pear, his speculative stimulating mind,;.t);iere- 

fore 'be told himself tli^t RQsa^n^>^e^^edIt<»,,be 

introduced . to the woyld otf the ipetr9j))9li& ; ;^i>4, 

i^ide^ the^ specious delusion of dpv^g- justice, to 

her^ lie planned »his own indulgence .fox the eor 

suing> winter. ,. , \,.: " •■ 'i . j l»;' • 

,., All of eveij this,, waa not intf Uigi Wp/$o . Mfr' 

<3rant; and th^re was more behifidpf wbitl^^he. 

saw only a- shadow, and that sovshapielessj t^^t 

he could not gue^s at the form of t^.subsfance*. 

He was pleased with seeing a m,an;W^n^ .with 

all bis faults, he loved, ..growing ijnd^ his roof 

in ^uiy d[egree a inore reasonable and^ a less- mi* 

serable being ; and when he said,*. / Thank God 

thus fer'-^Jje was considering how, Jje n^igljV 

proceed farther. , ,';.': -- . 

' Our (fripnd,* said he tp Rosanne, when Bel- 

larmine ;Was slowly walking, through a corn*: 

field before them — ;^our friend :\\^nts ^Irad^-r^t 

an occupationryran interest: his n^jnd is not to ; 

be filled, I see, by still life. Thus it^ i^ thatjvre* 

invert . the order and ^wrppse of things I that . 

blepsii|g;Qf de<jlining"life, . tl>e welcome jSeqse of 

repose, k rendered a misfortune by such aSrhave 
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lived in ^ that . worst turmoil, the pursuit of 
pleasure :'^^it ^s cmly tiie xatioiial labour d£ . a 
man's life that will make .'him bejoice .iav ease; 
Unless preyed uponiby ambition or greediness^ 
the statesman will retire to the emineace ofv hia 
Mascenian.viUa^ and lopk down on' the ^fibtld^ 
thankful that the-wieight ©flcjareisbff from his 
shoulders : the luMryer tbanks, at least^; fata 
stars,; that he.hasinot to attend cburts : the phy« 
sician, that he is not called;to.sick dhambc^s^: 
^he merchant and the mdrinfer hUg. thelms^ltes 
in theruinour of lossies and the'howling off tern* 
pests; and all professions but mtn^, whiei^ labour 
indeed ought never to w4sh to Eedown, haw their 
holiday of life — but the professor of' pleasuFey 
the man. who has been, like your father, misled 
into the notion, that 'to please himself was the 
way to' be pleased, is cheated of that which, in 
the greatness of its promised reward^ holds lout 
thecompehsationifor much that is to be endured. 
Yet, God be ^thanked! heis.ndw, I trust, on a 
gdodjmth to obtain enjoyment J and if we could 
6nA hiin, as I say, a trade, I should be still 
ihom confident, because, even if it were irkiome, 
it hvQuld be something to l6ave oflP, which would 
mike the renunciation, by comparison, happi- 
ness. I almost wish I kept a school;, and lie 
should be my head-usher ; for he has, I see, an 
admirable faculty of conveying ifistrujetioii— he 
i« a Qian of great powers, and/ with thein, niigbt 
wjoj^ 3 delightful old age, cQiild We;bullead 
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liim OB a littlb lolxger, jamdnot l€ft fiis facnhici 
ruSt through' disii^a You are too perfect/ I 
suppottC) my ideax Rosbi ia all you know, to 
want lii^ assidtande! ' Has lie given you all his 
knowledge?^ 

. * O! iio,'.re[rfied) Rosatme^ ' I was a silly 
gbl.before. I found . out what was wanting i:n 
Biy dear father's /Systems : be would have taught 
me the. learned langudges^^and I was obstinat^^ 
and now I do. so repent it!' 

' O^ them, begin, begin/ siatd Mr. Giant { 
^-the laest atinml«i j>oBsible— it will be erery 
tfatng 'to him to ioeciipy himsdf ia this— yoi| 
niay have all niy lookisH-^^aaxd I will not inidM* 
ferQNi--«if I can help it^' ! 

. The request was nade by Rossmive as fo(r hef 
mrn indulgence, aad metwitb tbeieadiest com^ 
pliance* Far ma^^ei a^tdnoas in this study than 
she bad ever beq^* in any wherdin he hadihefe'* 
to^TTd assisted het^ stiinulated by anxiety nth^ 
for her teacher than^ for herself, ^tm reapdd. th^ 
saward iu her own progress, and in sdein^ th« 
interest hb^ fkthdr *t6ok in it. Bdlarmine wasr 
proud of shoM^irig: Mr. Grant what a popib 
tirained by him could do; and ^ndow^d as &hi^ 
was by nature, and encouraged^ as^ she was^ bj^ 
her motive, she a<stonishdd^id deligHted tbasi^ 
under who8fe eye she proceeded; 

' Youi will be amused^ to-morroWj) my dear 
youngi lady,' said Mr, Grant, orie day wi)«tt het 
had received letters which seemed not only t^ 
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giv^ hixn pleasure but to excite hi^ mirtb. • ^,,| 
tshall have a. companion, for you — ^pot indeed of 
your own sex, b^t one whoip, under present 
cifcuuistancesj I believe I may safely recQmr 
mend to you.. Unsophisticated as you are by 
the commerce x)f the world, you will not ta^^ 
^al or a^ected ala^m at my pamipg to yqi; ^ 
b^y-friendship.-^I would nqt do it in geflpr?il| 
foi: you will always find me^ depend on it^ 
though I may not know the nlqetiesof etiquef:t^ 
or the last fashion of iionsepse, as cautipu^ ai^ 
a. ipothier could be, where fernale delicf^sy 19 
Cpncemefl ;— I know the folly of talking of iaiKh 
c^ce ii^ a world so f^s^ll^n ajS; , this ; I n^ver y^^ 
saw boys and girls together pa this plan of jgi 
norant confidenjce, but tl^y wefe the woFSd fflf 
it,, or some mischief or disti;ess occi^r^ed ; but 
my young man is de^ly engaged^ bead . a94 
l^eart ^d so\il, to ^ you;ng 1^^ a few miles) 0^1 
^d th^re will, be mpr* d^ig^r of ^ia, w^vyi^g: 
you with the ides^l cha^n^js^of J^s mistre^s^-r-and 
bless tlo^ l^y ! I dp not know wh^e l^e , fiodlt 
tl^ein ; for, in njiy mvf^y, §he is av«ry i^od^rfttC; 
b^usi;n^ 9f beauty or ip,teUep1;!— -tilwp pf'his. 
presifoyijpg.tp annoy, yqu apy pjttjer, way*. Now^ 
that ypu. may uiylerstand jwl^t ypn are iiotoeetV' 
he^ is. . thf son x)£ ^ very old ^i«ndof 9)Wg, loft' 
t^ my <;are. by his^ paiiefttsr ; but ixot b^fo^ they, . 
b]i[;a \^wt( of i^gilimce tifhich. I can excise, 
ilpfV]fgb.I la^n^^t it» had suffered to; luxuriate 
ii^ Mfasteand. spme d^ee.of detriment, tl)e^ 
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tno»t amiable disposition that ever lad was blest 
with. The mischief to himself at* present is, 
ihat he is at the mercy of every one whd 
rhooses to use him ill: — ^that which he sIiouM 
tefeent, he takes to heart — that which he shoutd 
pass over with a manly disdain or a just allow- 
ance for- human nature^ he suffers to make foe! 
for anger, which explodes in a flash of petu« 
lahce :-*lie sends his mistress an expos(:ulatory^ 
fldiihet, when he ought to subdue her wayward- 
ness by reproof, or punish it by absence ; and 
he writes pasquinades that • give fools the iin- 
portance of enemies. Now I have told you the 
worst of hira ; Arthur^s misfortune is, tJiat he: 
is^ tob amiable — ^his temper's inconvenience Is, 
that it is open to every point of the compass : 
-^He often nf^kes me a!nxk)us, though he makes' 
fn6 laugh-^pand I forebode and *fcar more than' 
I care to say. When lie is once married and' 
settled as the rtaster of a family, if somiefcfolishf 
whim does not seize on him, hisaffectiouaViH' 
find their proper leading to ^ropef 6l)jecti;' 
and he will make an incomparable 'creature; If' 
t^eladybasa little manag^mett To tell you 
ia^irly, then, I wish he ha(d seen you first; I- 
should have been happy— *for I love hihi,. for^ 
his own and his^ parents! sake; ^et,- r^k>ine- • 
times thank Ood I am not his father,«-^but, had^ 
he been- iuy soti, he should have been fitter foir*- 
the world he must live iii :^ for you may ai5 welt ^ 
bring up children to fly instead 6f waikiiigba- 
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t]ie ground, as encourage the weakness of a 
susceptible mind, which has. to encounter man*, 
kind fpc half a century, and then to learn that 
weakness is no part of the temper in which we 
must; die.' 

Rosanne had not read tl^ English poets^ 
without picking up a few more ideas tibaa 
Chateau* Vicq afforded. She had from Milton 
learait that a wife of good conduct might be 
a very happy being, md she so far agreed with 
the world as to think, that, when women had 
lost their parents, it was good for them to 
be committed to the care of those who could 
and would protect them. Of ^e intermediate 
vicissitudes of gay hopes and pensive anxiety, 
the dramatists had furnished her with specimens,; 
aod her heart was very well disposed to admit 
fiSk its. agreeable aliment, such incense as she 
8»w offered in the generous attachment of manly > 
worth to femmine graces. 

But the reoolleietion of her recent error had 
a little, affected this state of mind ; and the fear 
of agiun erring, wpuld have made her cautious, 
and sharp-sighted, w|)erever the possibility had 
tieep discernible. It was therefore relief to her . 
to hear that the. companion promised her, was, 
so circumstanced, as to give her confidence and 
justify ea^e of depQrtment; ^and this satisfaction 
she^ . with her woQte4,iQg)snuiOU«ies9) isxpressed, 
to Mr, Grant / • . 
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' * Yes/ he replied, * I shaH lifave no anxiety 
abbiiit you here,-i-you may go your oAvn way, 
arid' get wliat • light and amusennent you can 
from thi^'s|>aric. It is fencing witli foils in thi^ 
case — ^you cannot be hurt : and you niay learti 
something of the science. Perhaps the utmost 
that ihy ward can teach you, will be, td thank 
Gtnt* that you' have more wit on this subjfecil!, 
thanr-aln afraid he has.' , : ' » 

The-youilg gentleman arrived/ and MV. 6fant 
H&diidts^ tob rfiuch. • :. * ''' 

*' l!hferfe \ifi* 'a'charicter of ninate^ele^ga'rrcfe in* 
ArtWri^-^there^yai* the* cadet of finT(ily;^on^ 
riot sUfffered; Bj^^setlirity 'of inheritance; tb de- 
preciate NaturcTi gifts/ butfencourkged' to dit^n^' 
tion; in the hope of using them tb kdvanta'g^/ 
rod' sttfflulaterf' tb ple^e by the? ' impcfrtatice c^ 
stitfteediii^. Hfe w^-^iftreitaety Hatidsdmier; ^fet^ 
RbSaftne^thon^t'itrwai thef ejc^jnession'oif^ hfii^ 
c6unttti»tice 'that Mrkis its cHarirf— li^ Vasfraiik^ 
almost to imprudence; susceptible'" Stlrtbirtd 
spasiriodic ^fferhig^ pla^^ftil,' btiiliiti'ti':\^it!i^fii- 
fittrtfe ittiTtb; ejnibcflrant gfenhis; atid a dcfefr fi)\iiU&' 
ationr of the-leahiHi'g' of' a'-geMtl^ttisttfr'tlie* 
l^cieh66SrS^re enlisted ' by htm' in the skvlc^'of* 
the' Muses-i-acfd'tbat' \diiclt in oWi'efs'i^ 'ttife* 
cblif aggte^ie' of iidtistiious^ apj/licatioA*, yv^^ 
iti him.' the illuwihiatfed conicfete' of' iMitfyfe*" 
sfelection ;— nothiiig in hrs mind wks SvaS ted in^- 
v^ehicie^— it was atf ard6fat substaii^; but' it 
must be confessed, that it was h:et6t6'gehe6ui^ 
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Sn Its composition, and sometimes produced 
combinations . not expected even by himself. 

Mn Grant set him at ease, by aa early re- 
ference to his situation, and proc^pects; and 
happy to be permitted tO' expaiid, he was* aC 
once amusing and; interesting. Nothing, wae 
wanting in Uie finished propriety of hiis^ de-» 
portment to Misis Betlanninci I'^nottung short 
of that tender which he was proud not to be^ 
able to make,: ciould be* so flattjsning. ; she had 
soon his: ccmfid^K^ and was of his couiisels' 
IB: all the many modes* off adoration which juVC'* 
nile* passion and a refined taste ofould sugg^t: 
he could not veaii till his Rosanne Belkrmine^ 
and hi» divinei <£rraGii»ia> St Erme were ac^ 
quainted ; and tboiigh Rosanne thought rather 
as Mh Gra^it did^ tbat thera was^more appeft^ 
to i soft feeling iti Graaciana^ than pow^ tofur'- 
msb the.requiaitte^oflhappkiesa^ she reeolkctfed' 
faer own naurrow* cirouit of aoqnaintatice with^ 
tbeldiffereDcesvof cfaanvcten and^ beli€|ved ttie^ 
ol:gitetrof Artfaorls^loveummst bei^ in 4^111 pointiSi^ 
lQn^y.r 

In welUhied : compliance with his' iiidinia^ 
tion^ Rbsaane cultivated the youngs lad^f's' 
acquaintaatte; but sUe^' found) little naM&it' t(» 
alter her firstviopitiioDv Gradana wiU9 ^tsiii slen^ 
der, With aicbmpieKion of ) dazzling whiteness; 
heighten^ by tb& lovely- carnation' of ber 
clMk>' andi contrasted by the dark brown o(P<a^ 
prafqsion ofc.faatri wfaydn in^ luxu^riaiMe tbat^ 
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would not be coofinedi triad to give to her' 
coimteDance, all that it wanted, vivacity. She 
had formed her character on common models; 
and, naturally inert, had concentrated all her 
powers- in that of interesting. It was no proof 
of worth of any kind, that! she had abundance 
of adniirersy and had had a succession of lovers: 
it only told what has been told many times be^; 
fore. 

. Rosanne, very well disposed to be pleased 
yrith others, smd not having set her. expecta* 
tipns of human nature too high, saw in Arthur - 
much to be loved, and in Graciana miich to be 
excused'; and she began to fancyshe.had, in 
them, an affectionate brother and sister; for 
Miss St. Erme was so good as \o tolerate Ro- 
s^nne's superiorities, in consjyd^ratipii of her 
CQunterbalancing ignorance of the world ; and 
Arthur, who would have loved her with less 
superiority, and forgiven mueh more^ ^aw her 
with a predileiction that might have turned; 
even. failings into virtues. Rosanne had a dis* 
tinguished situation: she knew, when no- one' 
else, was intrusted with his vexation, the pauses 
in hijs.i felicity, which Graciana's liberal use o£i 
despotic pow^r occasioned, and the increase, of ' 
it which resulted from any thing* which he : 
could f^ncy did honour to his choice:— th^rej 
was a thoughtful character, in his silence, which '. 
sQon taught her, that, when Arthur' shuphedf.) 
conversation, his fair one was propitious : per^ ; 
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htps she waf pleasied with; this feserve~tlmr^ 
was delicacy in it; and Rosanne's. nice ispnse^ 
though she was no votary of sensation, recgm- 
mended to her favourable notice the i^ekering 
forbearance. And even when Arthur's warmtl^ 
of :teinper a little impeached his discretion, she 
could not be angry : it was still delightful to 
watch the rippling of a stream, so pellucid at 
its source, and so beautifully meandering in it^ 

progress^ »/ ^ . . .. ,/y 

,y JBut clouds gathered on Arthur^s brow, aTu^;, 
i^Qlike.hjmself, he shunned Rotsanne> as if fear- 
ful she. should inquire into the cause. ,.She iiad 
only to be qu^et: his heart could nqt long copt 
tain its . sufferings. ' His wish-^a wish attended 
with .littl<^, doubt*— to acceleratq his happiness^ 
and which he had employed Mf. Grant 1:9, name 
to the father- of Gr^qianar-had been me^t, o» 
the p^t of the. lady, with shypess, which, 09 
being farther pressed, terminated in a confession 
of a change of views, the ground for which she 
co\il/d ;npt in honoyr explain. - . » 

No farther intercourse- coiild i^hsist bertu;^m 
the, i^^milies ; jKpsanne was deGidje49 that, ];hough 
^^1^6; was no, chapter on ji)ts in. the Bit|H uoir 

m pJ4Vse, ip any: part 9f i^ ^^^iW^^WKl'^^^ 
forb.a4e « accept JRg pearViieckU,Cfi?,fand tender 
verses from .a^an,fVT)io wa3 jSl^ ^^ t to be cl;ieated, 
— yet,,th;^^, j^Wn^ apd.ch^tjqg.iw^^^^ 
pi^ticefij iflojt at.^tl 9pnsist|pg witj^. tb^ pr^ty 
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ttpherism that ixM hsttbdote others, What i^ 
#ould expect herselfi 

The ttiystery was, iii ^ very short tlriie, un- 
Earelled: Lord Eggleskerry who had eoaxed 
his wife into a local divorce, was now settling 
himself again ' en gari^en' at his seat in th« 
neighbourhood, and had been heard to say, that 
if kitss St Erme had * a little more spirit,' he 
1*ould choose her fbt the new Lady Eggle- 
skerry. On this hint she had improved : sht 
bad immediately more spirit; preliminaries were 
Arranged; the bride^s clothes were ordered ett 
ttieir return fttmi-*-the altar ! !— and the inter- 
esting coutitess wrote a biHet of coiidescehdtng 
affection to her deaf divine Rosanne, ^ ving hei 
a genend tnvitetiott when the earl and kht 
Hhould b^ returned f^m a nuptial tour^ and de^ 
shying het to charge Ardiur not to wear thr6 
willAw, but to come ami see her * in her ttioated 
castle/ 

Rosanne carried the biHet to Mr. Grata*.-** 
^ Sir/ said she, gaping and staring, ' What ^Ob 
I to think of this, or to say to it ?* 

*Why, as fbt saying,' replied he, '^ yofr had 
better be silent ; and^ as fbr thitakifag^f y^ 
thfhk as ( dO) yxm must think that tlsSir iM 
scoundrel, in i3rawittg l^e ^rl into ^dblta^^lttii 
ittvohred IritekeCf in that aiid liigamjr.* 

^ Shr?' said Hosanne, st^rtng sttH vHMh' 

l»fr. Grant smiled^ ' Ky Itose/ iMdfl ife/^ ytitf 
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are a precious simpleton ; but I would not have 
you otherwise.^— May you always be astonished 
that rational beings, professing to live by the 
law of your * book/ as you caU'it, should, with 
their eyes open, be such— worse thanibolsl' 
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X HE situation of Arthur Lynden called for thcf 
attentions of friendship • and Bellarmine was 
not wanting in his endeavours to teach him 
that he had suffered only what all may expect 
to sutfei", who trust * the faithless sex.' This did 
not suit Arthur's tenderness to women; he 
turned from the father to the daughter, and 
found more cordial consolation. 

A fortnight restored him to some degree of 
self-possession^ and it was m the power of Ro- 
sanne to make him take his food and his exer- 
cise. Sitting, one lovely warm October noon, 
on the grassy at her feet, and playing with his 
dog, as if designedly to prevent her attending 
to the book he had found her reading, he looked 
up at her, and asked her if he was not very 
good. 

On her answering kindly in the affirmative, 
his whole heart burst out ; and attributing all 
his power of endurance to her, he, in the most 
winning style of impassioned eloquence, hailed 
himself happy that he had a heart to offer her : 
impetuous, and almost losing the power of 
articulation in his vehemence, he insisted on 
knowing whether he might hope she would 
continue to encourage his good behaviour, in 



•^ only ^a^'m whteli'il GKmlid/fae^m|ipQun^€B4 
fty the hope of ^tid&ftffdd nemrd; - ' j i oj uLt^ 
' It '>Vas Rb^anhi^'s :fiHt oatfditacejtmitl^nUi^ 
*guage tsf passioti-^she^ ivfar 1 dacsl^^^shfe ^^^ 
^iddy~-8he \ras beV^der edj^siit^ * wasc f^t>rf 
^ars bUrst^froM hcrr ey^isr; rand thus^ Aithui^ 't^ 
i'i^d ftt^^i^toWii ^pretipita/kion^i • aoid sherxf iefaiiig( 
t)Ut uMbte,^!) Wmovehiti alarni, Mi*. Giwt/nnM^ 
bad thougbt'^t' time to'leav^< his stdd^fmacbx^ 

> There wa»| rib i'esreri^/v^h ihiiir^f birt^lBttlin 
^f tte3 youhg" *]ftedple dould' speajc ::faioioobiah 
arm of ^efitch^ and dfepcsitmg {tasaniie incardbdixl 
^here sh^ might recovk* I in quipti; hp ited )Adri 
thifrtoiind^to a leiiiotepkiTt of tfa[e gai^etti aad 
frc^'the mgetfilous youipg^man heard w^at gavd 
him^ pteafiurre;i though! inot nnimxed.'vw^itlfcowiof 
ankieiy. - At i tlie bex tj oppirtimity, / •' Mc^ t^rni^ 
tibentionedi thi matteD to! Belhrtoib^iwlfQii (ei^ 
teriftigifally'^lhLhimintd jkhe aubjebt^cjpr^mi^eft 
to asceiliati&)IjUii6ah]ie:si ielllkilentst^afad^tod68Al&}J 
to the bestfof ihikabiliiiift, tibef^tks iofiA/fa|bs| 
«id^frie»ifl;f*^»;'". -!•; h./»-.- ,-'«...•// .ij^i-rr h^f.; 
^ ^ That ishe^pii^eased the po3t^: to eottfehhappvl 
kbss, '\v^li,' inthe'eaii'of: j^aiuie, novel lAattliry) 
aid tlie^^^cstatic' lot^v^tioiyfof Arthur ^ Lyhdeo; 
rijildered it into^iiMiiig.otThebe: wasrnd siicht 
ebetk' t^ be'a})pt)crhe|id6d from Mr.^jfnatr^rift 
the dase bl>j£dward'&)r^«% ;.aordtd{sbef(»fe8eQ 
any probftbl^ (>b8tidle 'oti ijhe ^rt^of ben.tikther; 
But it \vas a sbbrt ifoirsideiatiQii^that j^lievglkyj^ 

' k3 
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gan to reasoli by anHogy { for ike had neither 
^Und tior^expieriteoe to gtfide her. ^ If/ said 
dH^^^I wd^ flsIfe^IwtfsoQc^ Wfo^^rasuC* 
^^Minqt' a temfm^ S6hta*k>fi to mtUead mc^ 
iffliat cin S, MyMcko'm sny defebee^ If I jam bmi^ 
]|ed?4^io tbe ftrmer otstabce it ww ^Hgr, lfilb> 
CHNKQt.wd^ tAAt mhOed tney and M 00ll9i4c^ed 
it afcncciubble. What t^oiuld he ic^l l^bi^ iaJN- 
ence under which I have suffered iQ(^f to b^ 
n i'diatitirbid^^'^e ^uid ; eail it pa9»i<»rr$ad- 
den^ viokht jisBttoJi. Is this the temper pf« 
ffluistianP*<^ it 4fte otoduct; of a; Cbmtlaiii . t9 
Hlftei lb |thiiM whicb I cafinot d^rvfe? t^4i^ 
bqrt itt^»ortance to Jarfat di I faaye no c1m«q^ ^ 
ia tbat (Mrsbaakb to beyielded to, wbicb at fir0; 
MMied lo'diprive metif thb po^er.tif refbsiiig P 
AiAdfor^hat am I .to be flatlfered? to be the 
afldildd «hikl <tat 2i htfve ttm Orabmnaf^If 
ftlttny'i|)Oih die toti^ fatnr ani I toshdir tof £ioe 
DciMfe ib^ MaktrP^^Nilaid hosir Im^ oaiifci I <eK^ 
ffelit ArtbQr lb iJietaAl tlik Vioieiit Imnottir^^ 
and what would succeed it?— -Suchlaegtagb-aa 
b&l) niiglkt ^pertiwle wy bl^ wt^ iHsbitl to 
be aatfettrM through iflfit; but thta, iwhio weiad 
kP^ tot iti 6r todorc it isa 4td tige? #nd sufely 
itiino mora antdd toiodiiM.a woinafa tefialapiy 
iSfaifi-^^faaiik^MlitoH^ fiafeyido e <>ftimbi<s to^el^ 
fowte^beilMbeBaar of^aajlhfitig ^Uftbte^i^et 
lio^tiithi itj Nmv^ "u^at is ^it that Atiftidr vewa 
«mI wiAetf^<^I& iasks: me «to Idfal Ae iplaxfe df 



an4 Mf <i«W^,appfw^ 4^ ft? hi? . !»« Krift-rfer 

vw, ai» tfi.^m&ta»Gkfiiti6t< i^ .all > xlistaESfif rHV^ 
«re to pvfs^ «ia^h otlw? I« n^kya^i^ffrr^f : w^ j|i» 
no^, we ure to (^i4mj?s^^ 9^r> nchet-rif rW0 
4Ae ppor, t»* are flo i9n4vfe «|oib ^ftw'l povepkyi 
oH-we ^j9 t© |]f^rfi»rn) fscMMi^ieiMipwly «¥9sy 4»ty 
amgfi^d H^ i A94 we ace ^ give m^ ^iQowiAt «f 
our ic«A<ll>iot 0wftr4$<iEAefe ol^er a^ oMf d«4th» 

fvw jfeiMwti ^Jfe «b*ll be: wi>ptpbed- SiweV *U 

• * * ' 

fMtt^mrl fn^ymy^ haFe to 4rf vith tbis ?-^w^[iat 
f elM^i0]iL i^ t}^e birtvire^ti my jpQweiWQf Ufa arti 

nffr ^t^r W»b ito Jiftif^ ^dd <touif PUT 4aty h^- 

£w[^<^q4F I4i^«ll^ jn my Qpi1:Uo^^ so 9^11^ 

tilg*y»lf W toe liiustwrbeid liiu»!-rwhat will he 
Ikjbl^ of j»d? for fmrbaps he wm i>nly tryiijg^ 

Mh GitNi^ bad takra Art^r «iit..<»ii horse- 
>ilA^i iand B€^9fi»fit bald b^ea :W» 'hmr^s >«^er 
their depart^re^ <ryi^ fOf impveos oft jbei" miriid 
Ithein^^n^ ltt(M;k^.i|iMsU'e ifK>iae of A«k]f». but 
^W^i^ly juM ivr^th imr twifd stiQcea»> .wbm heo: 
£aiJ(b»Tji ia tbe kw^sit teima^ iwited btr to wsiUc* 
^e obeyjfid ifaltetrtlyi. ^ . 

^ My d«Rr>cbild^' jaid fae» ' y oiii lwi»t now &r- 

k4 
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getmc iisydur father— flo iiot be alarmed— you 
ihtistlook onirteohlyas yotir frietid, your cqnaf, 
aird^otod'rtcwt eaftiestly' desirous to consult your 
h2i{nmi6!^. Timewas, I**cottfcss, when to de- 
tain y*>u with me all rfiy life,* \vz^ my view ; but 
Itt'tbisf did' the w6ridm6i*e' injustice than I did 
yQii> fyfi I did not feelleVe* it ' had the power of 
eontributittg to your happiness. My sentiments 
are -now a; little chtoged-^I ce(n take- celve of my- 
self; atod it'is fit to provide against that time 
when I shall not be' at han^ to take: datle of you. 
This young man, ' Arthur Lynden, I understand 
fr6m 6Ur good friend j avows a partiality for you; 
and if it be isinceffe, and' likely to be steady, sLnd 
it meets your wishes, you have only to consult 
them. Ghmt has Questioned me closely whether 
your attachment to ' Southampton iis not con- 
nected with a personal concern; but as I do not 
perceive it, l* did not discouragie his young 
friend. If I am wrbng^ what f have said is 
subject to your correction, and I have no doUbt 
that any choice my daughter's heart could 
make, wduld meet her fatiier's approbatipn? 

' You digress me by your goodness, ihy dear 
father,' said she : ' I did not expect to be thus 
abandoned tomy own iiiexperience/ 

* Abandoned? my RosaQne,' he repeated-: * I 
meant only to leave you at liberty-i-far, very 
far were my intentions from abandoning you.^ 
Would you have thought it kind in me to give 
you my opinion, ^nd impose it on you r' 
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\t i Ko^^^bttt ^Kb is so fit to guide mine?* ^ 
* I must first know what it is— and, Eosan'nei 
beftfi*e you intrust ine with it/understaiid rightly 
the filing of rii^ mind. I need not tell y6u that 
k 8;6iiceptible heart lias been my baiie — thef only 
s£l¥isfUcti6n if has ev^r afibrded me is, that I 
have thte power of turning my errors and weak- 
nesses into compassion for my own species. I 
feel for Arthur : - 1 conceive you capable of 4n^ 
Bpiringnfo common pas$ioil— ^I know what sub* 
pense is — I know what it is to fix our afiecti(^if 
on excellence, and, after all, by some strange 
KImd-fokl' destiny over which We have no pdWer, 
to bel led, enti*apped, Into an^ inferior choice..^^t is 
ruin-^and I shdulfi be sorry, by any faqltj of 
nfiine, to risk an ing^tiuous y^dang man's hfm^ 
driven itito this predicament/ 

fiellarmine had not made the moit of the tim^ 
which Mn Gr^nt thought he had i liberally 'a}« 
totted'him to consult Rosann^ s he had sat met 
ditating <)n the days when sucft interests as thai 
now awakened for his daughter, occupied hint 
ibr himself: hie had triced accidents aad cauises 
Itito Invents and<ef¥ectjs, and had esttraoted matter 
of bitter rumination so voluminous and soiab** 
soi'bing) thdt his time was nearly expired when 
he sought Itosanne, He was now interrupted 
by the; arrival of Mr. Gf ant-^Hiomewhat to the 
T&tiefof his daughter :^t was nearly the hout 
9f ^dinner, and the day could afford ho other tuh 
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tural e^^ttmx^.i-o^fmrcfd oof woul4 ' have 
Iwea unf l<MMmt to her. - 

OuHi«d» ,tB.4f>i»e meumcf by hfr fi^ther's p^*^ 
ti(H» of thcpwn af suspepsfi tht who bwlqevcr 
lEtunitr>*aiul wko cotild ofver )iave )m^ taii^t 
>y «iJy etidea^ours — the dishonest vice of ;«4»^ 
cpietry, wiahe4 tp end it 3he th^nfoifi d(rv^P(wl 
tiie time hetyt>e«n W:ith4raivii^ fn^ the dj^qer* 
Uktti and th»t whea the gqntlemeii joined hen 
to writing is^tuioiHiljr to her iiil^. :3he 
wrote*.: 

/ ^ Do not rfg^ret, M jr^m SMm$d to 4o whm 
we %)uted^ ittjr nividi«afale t>tfaot> tb<it you )»94 
net ipoken to tne/Mcmer.- ;l beflief e, if I ^94^ 
)iad days fatfore ine to 9{iwk, I munt 9tJll )wv# 
asked your permicfimm ike Wfite ; Sir ^ ve^y 4^ 
pnfiBtirb SGiuiKtiOQ^ th/b mim fahnost j^ Ari^r's 
\tahQriiei»Qfe thb m^nmff At^oamw^ .m9h V^» 
eomittg but Jdid you mMstbftv^ bUwc^iajs. m^U 
as jpitied me» alid I should iwi b»|K^ liMfK »b)9 
tD.c^)bakf 

^ I dise^ajs^ tiboiigis yim Itevie JblbQii tcM^ iHf)4fr 
to' menlisti it to tne» rthat jo» aris not %nc¥»nt^ 
cdflho error mto wrhioh I w»fyilimgk amifbdifi^ 
paifiajis. hvrr» falkn^ kad not Mf . Ga)ai>t Mye4 
bn^ymf mustsking iht edaipaaston^ I feitlMr ^ 
firosdej^s in theur distaicBs^ foe thtit sort ^ pffiT- 
smcieot affitotton wbieb wdbteos piirsons 4s>ist6lo 
Art tile, and to fBedge thc^blves for the oHiti^ 
nuance of an inclfnation, not only to share to* 



gptlter iisr {4e(K^feS| but— <«h<Hiii4 it pleo^ . G^i 
to inflict them*— its heaviest calami ties« I blua]^ 
fcjF 9)y fpUy, after the pains you have taki^n to 
give not^^mofiB cerf^ct power pf judgip^4 / . 

^ {Idt if I am mistaken ia this poiatj t^e 4b,nm 
QitoduUty Would be isqually a mistake i^ t^e.pi^ 
Milt <}ase ; Itm^^ba instruction bestowed ojiftm 
ib tbilt will be iij>plicable ia this. Arthiit p^ 
much ^iM:akie8 hifs veliemence for afifectio^, h$ { 
di4 my, ^pmpafi^ipn ; md tfcere is^ in my opinipok 
no more relation between his fancy ing"-**andiQ« 
deed I ^0h scarcely forbear lai^hing while I 
§rtr¥te.ft-H^at h^mufit, as he uy«i idi^fervie^ 
if I 4oi what )i0 caUs me» and what I; am Bare 
jTfiu wiU aoquit 91^.^ ever Jaaving beeiii icm^.*^ 
Xhdne is oo more (qo^nefdon between hif £|^ey^ 
i«i^/fae. amst die fbt fiofe, and his l|aving>8teady 
pattence to live ^ifcb mfe 

' Through all the changing scenes of life, 
* Of trouble Atid Of Joy/ 

than between bis fanqyiag that^ thing ^lust b^ 
pleasai^t to eajt^ because 4t is ^blM, or thaf; hk 
MiW 'booti tm^t l96t for ever, because thc^ f^e^tw 
bim m th^ fftshicm of tbafn* . 

< Ity -dear fathlir, I i^eroei ve that I have now 
liad n^ Cvat tofM^n in ike science called lov^^-^ 
J tti not in a< h^ry f or lOMther ; it is disturb- 
Wg^ mid it HMkes ^ bead »che : bi^t if any ^m 

«biti«lt«r «|te9lui t9 7M oq tb? fevttiect;, tet me use 
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the liberty you gite me, to mfortn you- whW 
would please me/ 

* Allow me, then, to tell you this is not the 
love that will win your daughter, though it 
made her giddy ; and though I will conf(^ss, 
that, had I not, as I used to call it, learnt reU* 
giod, but, as I now say, without the guidance 
of Christknity, I should po$sibly have bSlieved^ 

* ' . . 

and even wished to believe Arthur, and might 

• • • • 

teve called you and Mr. Grant cruel, if you had 
not instantly encouraged me, ' 

' ^ Your allusion to Southampton makes meap* 
prehend that Mr. Qrant has said to you what he 
said to me. I am astonished that. so sensible 4 
man should have ever thought a moment, aS'hc; 
^eems to have done — it is almost reproach to 
me. Could he think I had learnt to be bumble 
to so little purpose? If he judges by otherb, I 
suppose all men distinguished IP tbe world for 
goodness and agreeable pianii^r^y ipust have 
many ladies wishing for them, and this must 
make sad distress and confusion'. But I dare 
say he is right, though I rtiajy be afFronted.-r 
Alexander the Great seems lo have been perse- 
cuted; but then the women were not CbriMiatis. 
■' • Your care for me calls "for my gratitude. 
Could you promise to Uveas lon^ as 1 tnayj 1 
should' think of nothing fartbei*; but a6 Ubii, 
alas! may not be, I suppose it vfill b6 better^ci 
give me to sojnebody. ' But laiiti^y 46a;r fathcif) 
it must be somebody who does not talk of my 
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power of: life and death, wl^o is. not so cruel as 
to make me worjse by flattery^-jsome one tvhoim. 
I may love without presumption, and whp will 
love and feel obliged to you : — he must be Very 
good^ and I .must- have proof of his gop(l&es& : 
— he mu3t be able to inform and to guide me jt— 
he. must be patieqt in doing the one, and very 
gentle iq thq other ; and he must; not tjdce me 
away from you. ' This is from the very heart of 
; ' ' Your most grateful and • 

* obedient daught<^ry 

P. S. 'I foj-got that yba and Mr, G. may in- 
deed have.re?^ons for wishing. I would believe 
Arthur— perhaps,.! do , not understand him,, r T 
would try, if yo|i wished it; but then how sjiall 
I, know that, he will bjB steady? — ^Think how 
lately he \ras so .miserable about Graciana. 

P. S. ^ I have, since I finished this, read the 
marriage-service — I do not think it can pos- 
sibly do: — one n^ust undertake for so much ! and 
I question whejther Arthuc would like to be so. 
tied down; and I would ^qt have, a word left out 
in what we promise each other.' 

' Happy, happy state of mind !' exclaimed 
Bellarmine; * d^stjirbed by no artificial anxiety !— , 
inoculated with no foreign evill-^But is thid 
common? — is it no^ rather the effect of my. 
secluding her from the world ? She has had no^ 
Qppoftunity of catching the contagion of pas- 
sion—and she is the happier for it. * I feel a 
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iatififtiction in the parity in wbich I have pte^ 
served her.*— O! what a happiness it is not to 
hsLVt -done llie worst possible \ and it is to the 
or^t of her governess, that her mind is tm- 
lainted: in her^ indeed, one vice counteracted 
another — the woman's masculiBe isonceit smo- 
thered her sex's failings, and the bribe of my 
kitchen paralysed her treachery.—:^! must leave 
l^is sweet girl of mine to act by the guidance 
of her own good sense } for, though I should 
certainly feel more at liberty were she mafriedi 
I cannot prescribe to one so capable of judging 
fbr^ herself :-~what i^ie says of the problenfia* 
tical character of Arthur's paseion, is perhaps 
tbo just-«and should he be ficfclei, she mvtst,^ 
with her mind^ be particularly %Rii6eraMe/ 

Rosanne found on her d4«s6ing-table, a notc^ 
from her Either, and subscribed by Mr« Grant, 
gtring the proper encouragement to $ier frame 
of 4fi|ind, and remitting to her prudeiKDe tfie con* 
dbct and conclusion of this aflPair^^HD^^ring eiiy 
intervention that could save her from unplea-^ 
sant discussion, and empowering l)er to affi^ 
their authority to whatever was her decision. 
It was an order, it is true, to please herself, and 
ati undertaking to be pleased with the effort ; 
but Rosamid's principles secured her, and thbse; 
anxious for her.— ^ In this point,' said Bellar- 
mme, ^ my dear girl may be better trusted' thailr' 
ev«r ttmld be her father/ 
Uhe ioffpetaous Arthur could wait ixo longer 
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th^li thef earli<^st possible momeiit of seeitig Ra* 
daniie tfhe next mormng, to iiiquire his fiite; 
sl^ made at^ appointment to iiieet hki in the li- 
brary, after breakfast, and unintentionaHy mised 
his hopes, by being at the place of assignation 
before hinr. 

If his passion had dictated, or his prudence 
proposed atay thbde of address, it was to no 
{purpose ; for he was entirely thrown out of any 
plan,* by her accusing herself, with a steaeHnesB 
fliat could not be shaken, and a dTgnitythttt 
completely controlled him, of th^ most unpar- 
donaMe weakness in suflerin&: his madness to 
^rffbct her, as it had done the preceding day. — 
^ Instead/ said she, * of being of use to you, as 
It fttend whom you had so intrusted with your 
tCftiQAetxcep o^^ht to have been, I led yoii far* 
thei" into error; and I must have misled you 
with regard to my own sentiments ; for, seeing 
me so distressed, you might suppose me willing 
to forget how little reliance there could be for 
me on such flattery/ She then repeated all she 
had urged to her father, on the irrelative cha- 
racter of the passion he had manifested, and 
the aHfection she could accept. Her sincerity 
piqued the young man — ^he was for half a day 
angry, for two days distant, and for two more 
indifferent ; when a very unexpected visit from 
Mr. St. £rme gave a new turn to affairs, by 
making known the sudden but not unlooked* 
for death of Lord Egglpskerry, the extreme 
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distress of hi$ widow., and. her father's . earnest 
hope that Arthur would, in this, situation < of 
a^ajjns, forget all past offence, and comply witli 
her Impenitent wish that he woujd^ accompany 
him immediately in his visit to her, and assist 
in extricating her from the labyrinth of misery 
in which her precipitate marriage had inyoJTed 
her. — ^Arthur asked five minutes to consult Mr* 
Grant, in private; and his good friend's advicQ 
being, * Unlpss you. mean ..to he a. slave forUfi?' 
stir .not;' — he ordered his man/ privately to j^jp 
a change of linen and his night-c^p into ^r* 
St. Ermes chaise;, and. intimatipg^th^t, .tQ 
avoid delay, he would atfa^nd him to the secpsiyl 
mile-stone, he spared himself and others ,^^11 
uneasiness;' and his first letter from ' the moated 
castle,' showed that when. Rosanne intended 
only to do her duty, she consulted lier qxjf^ 
interest . .^ . : ; ' :• rr «;;iv/ 
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AilOTHitH fortftiglft: Had passfed, to the sdtiific- 
tioii, the deKtht, and altridst the rapture" o^ 
Rbsanne; biif now a fittle' atrangemcfnt wai 
necessary, Wst'ihii and h^t' 'fatlier should' put 
ftleir kind' hodt'to liidohvfenience. The Bishdrp 
was to be afccotrimodated at his house, at th^ 
titae af^tfefe cbuflrrtiation: 'he had a neph6\v 
trith faih)^; 'ktid the ' parsoj^age-'house was iiot 
eK{y^cioas ettough to recdve thefn, unl&s thd 
pi^eot gtteats withdiiew; 'As Mt. Grant lia=d 
Ma osteal!<fti<to, tUs w6uld have beeta* easily 
siittled by the -least hint to ahy cine of bii 
neighbdiit^j ^ but aii care bii the siibject ^^s{ 
removted byvthe politcfnfess of Sir Paley and 
iLttdy -^ C6bby, ' who having^ once njtoii ' a tiime, 
when Mn BdJannine i ffi'st purchase(i his ieH-^ 
4ence in France, been 'beholden- to hiift- For 
civilities under great inconvenience, ^ih^ ^ ill^ 
timed and Wdtei-pianned sentimental toifr-— on 
hearing of his arrival in their neighbourhood; 
made him and ^ his little slaughter,' as thdy still 
<$aUed her, a visit of profuse gratitude. They 
Ifi^ed at the distance of a^fev^ miles; aind as no« 
fhiilg could gainsay their (earnest desini to have 
lUit.' ^ and tittle Miss Bellarmine' for their 
it was agreed that to them Mr. Grant 
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should be obliged for housing his friends, du* 
ring the Bishop's three days' stay. 

Rosanne, duly impressed with the unportanctf 
of the rite, and ¥.ery Iftsy-p.^l <to avail herself 
of the opportunity of sharing in that which 
8h# CQWsi^iwe^ af p^p^^y tp' tia§ prpj|if »pn ^( 
CJirj^tJW^ffy, ^d flR|;>ift|i f<^ <*WgR pr. »»t 

yfJtyj %P ^ cp«W,fo)^ v^rt^ch Qkff^t 

9t^c^ fe^si^tpi n9^^^^ IJf^at WfUJ^gljIRPftt 
^Wfi. jl?f avqided, withPMt hHFtjjig ths fipftUpgf pf 

tyro ^pergl^^ftd^tly civilp^opl^^H; s^jps^th*?^ 
fpre figrefd,/^at, on fh^ ^vpi^wg »|^ tl|i §ftiV! 
giRi^tiqp-^, Aln.^^;^i« Mw^iRflfhflVi^ 

«W>Pftfe4 feer, fijtl^ ^^ th^ fjie ^; n^^rifK^)^! 
%.?his,i s|)§,|^vS^»tiPftjp^,fB|^H«lp. inihf 

. ■* ^.mmf <».»}&, §ir,'; -will sl!?ftj: VPnicoswai 

pfagftinir^iigf^Hi,',./.^.. ,.:'•. ,. .,,;,;,., ,.,>;;;i.-r) 

plWSi(<»«d3f,ISleu^;ijii§s^j^4,4<>^^^ .f i,. ;,:;.,., I 
; Thpjr^ayj.arfiyfld,. .M<i9 'B$UarmiBQ,idi4itil« 
^qurs. . <!>^; ;t)^, bp^fiaAt-t^lf!^ : «o t|)ei [Qi^k»9 

a»4 '^i&rAep2tflW«> wl(Oi:bi|ipg iR|R0dilfl«dt»Si)Mn 

Wd M^ritr^yM: . His :^efteniteft!i bid ^ x«!|[ 
«»!£Qk thf/^s^i^t; o£;pnij^oiw^: f)^itwi>taAc(i ;«9% 

tilt '••' 



of his i\^tbf, ti6^ Agmed, Urtd wUbed tKey' 
might 'M a^y Tiittire tilne l)eco»iie itCq^aicktedi 
His eldest brother hii tiescHbed as Vditing or-> 
4ef8 liSr WBbaB-ldttgf. , ^ ■ ' 

Bietiiinf frcwi i^e' lbi:edkfaBt^bie td prepatil 
jfor goAng' into 'tl)e bhureh^ -Ro^ann^ Mras ^^ 
Kghtiid #itb seeing tb« eCAkntt-y peoj^ie flbekihg 
t» the «fer^bnyi th^ sfretvtd the path^they' 
rkf^gatcid* ' th« biiy : ic ' stemed indeed - a fe^- 
tiifiA. ■• ■■ • ■■• ■ '<' ■- ■' ■ ' ■ •■■ > '■ ■ 
' liiifi miiimiG6 In F/^ce iccoUKte^ ioth^ 
Hisbop' for besr joMfa^ flie throng i hci knew 
that , in* ddch k hotiiie/thiir^ cdiild'l)^ no ques<* 
fiiMi of iMrdue prepkt^fi6n; and his'^oonde^ 
iM!«diiifig«ftaaii«it» td-Her, sho^^ied tha€lie<^tigh6 
Iter cteerrlng iiotici«. Pt^haps hee\p6tihd het< 
^'be %ti^ ^rM pk#Bi^t^d to bis ktfkl^ #or' hff 
Sxyted i-otod ; • but, as ifJiimhedklely reeoUeot-' 
ittg l^rliat Mirfenld'be fc6tei§i<jinl \rith the ptfdpfletyt 
llkr IM^Red her ' 6e^)ftA\eiil, hfe pirdcefeded j— » 
yet, when she canw^j iie^^fpr^sidti)!^^ a^Aobgstf 
tB6>fo¥^di^, tioi'\f^ttl'|i6ik<^ Aitrti^ky'ti^gst 
iBAW' \akt, tfUf^ Mfasi' soniethiiig iif fii» tdaiiner 
€M^dy faef, «hfit inade Mr. Grant say t« him-' 
»flf,«t'aftt» glad she did not taktf i^tW:— iV 
-Wtll b^ tlial lo^d^fiTji^s nephew, after dli' 

'Sih«< rediived A1^ds«^bH<tel ^otnpMtnettt^ at 
l^it^TetctHAr-'-'^oidqiiifi^ IS^^lf k&i6 daties- 
offlte tbbte, too^' ^ar& that tothiAg JhMild btf 
i^arit% ftyf (^ ^bb<yAimod«ttoti of thosflr foi' 
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;^ha» she atfd her father made room^ afid ift 
the evenifiig, ncJt very wilKngly, but very cheer^ 
fully, accompanied her father to Swan park/ 
the seat of Sir, puley Cdbby. 

Sir Puley and his lady were a pair of old 
turtles^ within a fortnight of an age, nind so 
alike^ that it was diiiicak, when )she Wore; 2t 
habit, or he was in bis morning-go WQ» to dis*? 
tinguish ' them : they were ]ittle, fat^ bonelese 
figures, and prided themselves on their fotid^ 
ness for each other, their taste in books, and 
their ^kiU in physiognomy. The mother of the^ 
ane, whq was the aunt of ■ the other^ had nursed; 
educated) §^d lived with them itill her deatb« 
which > had lately occurred^ She had kep'thouse 
for thefn, had been called * mamip^' a^d vailed 
herself; on. an exertion "of care wl>ict») as^sih^ 
said, had made this wQrld a down-bed ^o .' the^ 
children/—^* Poor things,' said she,, in jier hs^ 
mottoentSj ' when I am gone, ^hat .will' they:. 
doP-i-'What can they know pf the^wprld?*-T-It 
was indeed a Very fair question^ ).. .. ^^ ' 

The saipe m^ind, ' and that a . very jfbolish onc^: 
having forced theirs, the >resemblan^ of jtheir: 
ideasT w^s not wonderful; The^ do^ag^r Lad^ 
Gobby bad' }H^ocured for them, ' in . ,t\\^ ; ^t :n^, 
stance,' a governess, who served }i^€|^ise ! il^i^ 
companion to herself^ and hoj^sek^perr in. later 
family ; and under this lady, .the ^ear Jittle» 
doves learnt tlieir alpha|>et, tlidr little speljijpg^ 
book, and aU (he sweet inter/estiDg. little 3tpTJies- 
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md 4rama8>< that the genius^ of her^ toiptojer 
eouid devise, 'to keep them quiet; for, as her 
kdyship observed, ^ What is «o quiet for chil- 
dren as a book?-rrIf yow give them hoops and 
balls and bats, there .is no peace; if you give 
^eni a pencil and paper, it is perpetually ^'Do^ 
^ mamma, cut my pencil;* and when you have just 
done it, jounce it goes, and you have it to do 
a^in, tad with perhaps a blutited knife: — if 
they have a - slate, mercy oa our teeth i — in 
short, there is' nothing but 3^ book for drawing* 
J<^W ph^ldren,- 

The baronet and his xousin having been )cept 
under their governess, who was their faithful 
guardian day and night, for they bad little 
eribs on eath side her bed, till they w'ere twelv* 
yjsars old*, the laughter of a rough rehttion 
obliged Lady Cobby to think of altering her 
|>lan for the dear little loves,^ and she so far 
yielded to what she thought prejudice^ as 4o fit 
up a room for Puley, and to have a tutor, for 
two hours three times a week, to teach him 
Latin and Greek, tlie mathematics, and use of 
the globe^i a little drawing, and, by her. own 
particular wish, the flageolet; — she herself su* 
{Hsrintending his reading, which, in poetVy, for 
which he bad a genius, had risen to S hens tone 
and Hammond, and in prose, to Richardson and 
Sterne. .WheU' another ^ rise- in being' was- al- 
most demanded by increasing years^ she con- 
$Hlted her;son on the choke to be made of the 
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it^iversitf, ^ Irayel; for bo pit|f<^iQ|i 6otil4 
be tlwug^t op^ at that tin^e^^ wh^re tl^^^.w^S 4 
prospect of qicmey without i^ aad 90 l^v^.of 
^»gW ;--^b^t he, t:l»e nyast dutifol $^ dvfcf ft^B 
^pthfjr ^a^;! tboHgbt tl^ey w^^re all ao .c^^nfortH 
ajblf, it w^ pity. to separate, T|jey thfr«fem 
9fipaJ9e4 .tPge1;h(ei-, .vaiying the ?!?«^^ ,9! h<m»i 
If^, i little. Xipbri^gft ^ littl^ Clifton^ da4 % 
^Ijttlfi «f ^uiy qvi«t .})^bing-f Hwr-Tbf circut 
l/^tiog )i1»|ar^. c^ tHese^^ sesorta w^ra t|jf J^Q^-r 
lamt ^ J^ajlqlilx tij^e ' King's,; ^4 * Txi^ityw 
of the young baronets sphere \9f ^^M^tip^.! 
jWd hp profited a,c9qir4ingly. , . 
: Ajt sateen, bean4. his covva^. roap:ifi^;,siid« 
fxxi^t^ that one. tour in Fn»»pe» ^hifijjj i|.i§ 
^»Wht, qost the dqw;^ger i^yj .G^lrf^; Im 
Pe;, tbfy had n^^vw sl^ ftwn >w4eF fee m^ 
loof with her. 

In t^a,velUng, tj^jir objects .wf^jf ijftt thq 
g^t, th^ inspiring, or. % vej^^ablp : iths}^ 
jjc^fesjsied to be., i» sfiarch, qn^. of * l^ft.iij^ieife 
^*^a, n&v^listV be^-ch^bef, .^^ tb^ «»bbag|St 
g^dw of a pastoral- writer,. i}5W#. tP tbfim.t^ 
4c;;copplis ai^d th^ Forup. 



» « « ,41 ,...•» 



. To tetura to the guests, A mflf^t. a^h^ 
9ff(^ive tQ the corporal ^ nSNi^^lfi^^. o/f 
^llarmine, was relief toj^etpppm^is^ i»l»m{36 
of tfeei. fir?t, eveji^i^^ in xyhi^i, , Iwppy |».g*ll 
aiid^ftt Sir ?uley a;^ La4y Qpfc)^ /pQu«i4 



the edeMttbrf Sf iiiek"4edSihgi ii^ft^ SSt 
Fuley said, resembled iMt e>f Cvfpfi sMTii^<^ 
aid ioiAnreffiin^-'tow^trdy i>a^i<i*g^ 'tK£ tiilid^l^ut 
trti bokJibs iuch ai *Afj^' read; tte?tfi«f TJf' ffi^ft 
tiiittirs ctouTd" speak 1 attd ^en la&ey go€ 6rt 
flfteri' itMiWrig' hobbyjferst^ Rofeiiti^,' wW6^ tJelrfi 
sidered the rash judgment connecilt^ wttlil t&i&^ 
m Hie ct&rafeters of* l&cf ftHo^-erti^u^erf^ in 
lines; »ig1es^ taHA afehl^s', as rttthei^ fnc($nsist8£ti 
\^\i th* pre<?*^yshe besft l<ffe&tb ft)fld#;' t^, 

M vaia ^fttrj)* rt^ted tfii^ihafVbIlGitf^fu1iaifa<^ 
^t!rdr*jfr6d1cflbas frob^filat&ites;-i**ifVaitt'fli^ 
coittfbsisi^ tfife tiiaiiy ejitiseif tK^PlSaftf fbttfid fj)t 

Kosaimrf Wcittid iwA ittlftg fof \!fa¥d ' httr' 6bjeJd* 
fiotosi Aeir Cdiiia' Sh^ Ibftet* tftStf i*a^. 

jKi^thd'ittttri^, tfKe guetftf #c}ife' tbitf, A'oWtf 
fibSiK^ iSAe!^ a €^^ itide^ f attd', tli^' ttieif 
i^p'ebf&^oij tt)iig!it-be iij i%adinessr sc gi^l! ^ 
^ref waS' *sdor8€id', namdy^ the prfeaeiitl ftWplbyu 
■Wirt of Sir Pbltfj^'i getiius; cfa Att' less an tvi6Mt>* 
fidfcfeg- Ifian- att epfic" pdeni; trhiich^ dfodlS'Wfisj^ 
aftiir breakfeft the iitrjrt day^ by * a' poor cBftVi* 
1Jli(»'hjld a'rtbijt €«traortl5Waiy phy^ogto6tt(J',' arftt 
Whom* SitPdby had bftftr otrtigk tt> €ti^^, td 
fSdpy dtrtrtlfe ittanuseript f6i' the ptcM^ Imvlti^ 
a? he observed, ' a little odd kitid of ttutftotiess'-^ 
fScam U'ntithihg btfC^ strahi itt'^hiililSng hi* 
IJiM^^k^dfebMiiJx' his> rigHt'lmd.^'^^0 p6^ 
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ftbould certaii^Iy be read^ if Mr. and Miss Belt 
}^Tmin^ would only have the goodness to ob^rve 
the face of the young man/ 
- ' And there will be a treat, love I to heat the 
jioeip !-^dpn't you let it keep your prj^tty cy««j 
open to^night^; for you can't have it till tb;« 
mor/Qw, if it's ever so/ said Lady Cobby to 
her li^le Rosy. . , 
j ; The promise was not fprgptten in the mom* 
ing4 * Come, love,' said Sir Puley, MijSpatch 
^e - breaHf^st-r-it/^ ^J^ice wet morning foi; uf ; 
and I want the reading to b?gin,'-7' And now, 
my dear good Sir/ said*^ he, addressing hiipself 
to Bellarmlne,' * do me the favour to observe 
^r. Johiisan's countejoance, whqii you see him ; 
^onlylpok at the arch of his left eye- brow, 
9nd mark a little draw-in that he has at the 
point of bis nose — ^and mind ;the corners of hi^ 
^uth, and tell me what you see there : if he is 
loot rSQinethipg more than he appearsy I am no^ 
physiognomist, I confess.-^Xt is positively three, 
quarters of an hour after Jphpson's time; for I 
always ordei^ him here punctually to a minute; 
he knows I vsill be minded, apd tUj^t keeps him 
exact. — Now, ring the bell loud, Lady Cobby \ 
he knows when that bell rings twice, he ;is tQ 
|)e ready — all by clock-work here. Miss. B,--^ 
Now \ will attend you to the library— we, shali 
find Johnson there*' . ' 

• To the library, a room so called ;fitmi its; 
paying : two bowers fpr duodecimos b^vre^l^ 
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fojar Idtge ;looking-gl|isse3, they tepaired; but 
ioquiries for JohiisoQ^ in^teftd pf biiin|[ing him 
in person y told only that h^ had i^otn^ .at the 
fi&iidi hour^ but^ not choosing to wait' ia the 
hall, a9 he was bid to^ do, he had, goneaway^ 
aifd was not yet returned. . . > ; 

; Before one servant had listened, through Sir 
Puley's orders for ^^ making the fellqw know 
that his master wpu|d not, be so treated/ Mr. 
Jpbnspn was 'announced by .another j: the rain 
poured frpm b^s cpat; as he presente/l buKi^elf : 
he ^mjide no .£|poIogy; and,*perhaps it was- recol- 
lected, that none could be due fi^om him ; for he 
was only contemned. It was nojt itt hiuqan na- 
lure iiot to look at him; hut the looks c^ Bel- 
lapaiop and Rosan;ne could not offend* , . 

T|iis subject for ;diss6ction .would h^ve ap- 
peared at](0|)it tjwenty-fiye ye^sof.age,. had he 
been s^n ):q adys^^tage ; but be was. pale, ema- 
ciated, tho^ghtfMl, melancholy. . He was clad 
ip^r^or ratber |^is want of. clojthipg was con- 
cealed . by-?- a . thr^bare . great-tcoftt, that . still 
said, ^ He who .boiight m$ was a gentleman ;' 
and under this sur|.oi)t. shone, in rain, a pair of 
bl^k silk stoclfiiigs — the, l^st sad represents- 
^yes of a, decayed fapily ! His face was as 
long as physiognomist could ^i/ih : his nose», 
originally aquiline, was qertainly dratpn in^ for 
k}^ a qbaracter of pinching pioverty in it; 
and his eye-brow, which was to say so much, 
filmed indeed to 3ay tbat mt^snaity. of thought 



ted stroggM ^t'idl v««atid&, tlH, dbe^iAg tti^ 

it hadnMdd iti o^n pahi6dlaL 

The tlwtae^ a£ bi» ^bt)e» ha J (Conitmmi^ai!!^ 
itnlf to ikt daa^t; aifid t^ ftiir of ccAd rfH^ 4 
little exasperate Sir Ptfld^, ef lik hi%tlt VtHitit 
flOBotftikUig^ to nitt at, wheb Bd, iiiT vety ^rp 
Igagoagv^ dbsiifed ttf kMw 'W^y ile had not 

^ S«i' replied Mr. }<>htM^, ' I ifdtHi ii6\ 
have a;fl^oi£ted y o«i so Aiu^h ^ t& hlsive su^ 
]M»fi«d-^«^' fibere he Istoppdd^hitf Bi^^t hea(v<!d 
•*^h6 cteared h^ tbroat-^biaf tiptf qHti^eto^^''4a^ 
begged ]Mt;doik 

Ihli \nH^pr(^ii«ioik iaify t6&bf MA (kit 
the parcel' 0^ wuKrasoripe ; Si¥ Ptf d^ p/t'CthKt' 
iianitMigforiih»iiffbii^ifMi^ttti df^ th^dUdftdM. 

Jtnul luMT -^ffbat f«tii^K)e iHtf M' l^a«« l^» fKaH 
•£ poov JpksM^ itlio,. ftiF She «i*^i^tP ^i»f&^ 
^ftu tsp cenM<uni«a<to the * ileveip-b(^T«K:offHtia^ 
Diacke4' noiwcsifie of ^ v\ri>«vclied ^ic MfdoK^^onM 
tt<^*-ar nbv«4v hv h«»)ieii. Wdtitd- Bdkrikltt^ 
pat^iMKie ha3ire«i)dured ii\kia.i^\\i^tti^} 

Joh«siin hadT' pfMtitfded' a ai%j^ f^ Ka^, 
ndlen iLsdy €«bfe^< ittif^ftttt la)r si itMts<<P dl^ 
aipprehQtkmiftft'dea^ Sir P«ile|fi id«eiTCipii^<lfitif 
bf ss^g stldad'/ .^. ' 

* Ho\*( di» )rdiu lille «he Tady^s' mxta, Hlf. 'MI' 
knnine!)>->^Mift yow thittk Yaterittiitia' Heti^yUrf 
pre«y'nit«iefi>' ' ' • ■:.' 

IStM' reiideY. teit betitt^ ^teidhi^ oHr s^ dfMff 
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vmked out to bim by the fykgpn of Sir Fuky ; 
Wt oiy being tbu$ mt^rvufted io bia outset, bo 
pu^t^bjd band befoFfi bi$ eye9> cofioplaiMd of gidU 
4»e99^ ftod begged leftve t(>.witbdi:a.w. 

BeUaxQiiiia, very baraaoely Hitarmed, rose to 
W$ist; Ro^anae offered ber sal smmotaiftc ; be 
j^ecl^ned auy aki ; bvt/ aiip^rtiog bimaeif by 
tbe door wbkb be bed opened^ recovered su^ 
fioiently to get out of the room.. A message of . 
ea;ciuie was brougbt ; he wsa tociiUio read, enxft 
vas gone borne. ^ You aertekily affcoi^ted the 
gentbiinaxt'^ pfi^ide hy inrtljerruptitg him, .Lady 
Ci:drby»' swl Sir FiiJey ; ^ and now, I supptaae^ 
we mAist wait tiU bia' stomach coirass doMsn; 
bumger iwiU soooaii bring it down, I tiust' Tbeii 
followed the usual remarks on the natural asoo^ 
^jotimi of pride and pavdrty. 
. ]^er was thi» eao^gb : the staraa^get pracaBedin|f 
o^.tbis seemifi^ly wretebed dependejut, was^div* 
ensued "bbtween Sir Fiiley and bia aeivants^ widi 
additiona of vulgar ccinjectares and absurd sap^ 
pfoaitikms.; and Roaanne, in this* mortifying con* 
wctioi^ of tbe little efficacy of wbat sbe conclu* 
ded, toi be ati^ unev^ersal piincqila, was equally 
^tooilhed: and imalsgnant. Tha young* man aip^ 
pearddi to her a staxmBg CDeatBOis : be seMved 
exliauatiiig bis- last reanains o£ strength- in m 
Sradod : and ivexajkiouA employramt, which no- 
Ibngi but need: could) have Mmred him. tai ac« 
eopit : IHHat, . tor hie employears, . ea:flaine|i> itaeif 
afcpndik aaAinaBieBni .w«S| toibeirappiEheBsioi)^ 
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w4Bt of power} and Sir Puley and his lady; 
whole affirmatives served to blow the coals <fi 
her husband's resenttnept, were, every mometvt, 
less agreeable to her. She was pleased to see 
her father^ as far a^ was consistent with respect 
to the better power of judging which the 
young man's patrop might claim^ bis advocate : 
<r-he kindly suggested possibilities that capried 
excuses with them : ^ there was a gentlemanly 
appearance about him''*—- he might explain the 
matter'— but, * No, no — ^he must be afogue^^a 
liascal/ The butler was questioned as to the 
spoons; and Rosanne'st little bank of patiences 
9nd forbearance had nothing more to afford her/ 
The next hamh word brought ^ut all sli^ 
thought ^ 

Beilarmine, not dfspleas^d with her honestr 
^afmth, and perhaps a little proud of the- man-* 
ner in which, even under its influence, she^ de^ 
elared her sentiments, l^t her go on ; and it left 
her to endure from the bs^ronet a torrent of nonw 
sense, founded on what he called *^ know)edg«i 
of the human heart,'-7tthat is to say, pr^udice 
in ^vour of, the guilt of an untried feHbw^ 
creature-rand the still more provdkmg * Come, 
come, my little Rosy '-rrand * Well, w^U I Wq 
shall see all in. good time,'; of her lady^ip. » 

Ko hope appearing, of Mr. Jobnson%: return,: 
Sir. Puley was going to undertake the iabarii>iM 
task: of reading his own poetry./ Bellannina 
VM>kfid m despaii>: h^ alpstoat! {hedged bimii^ 
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for; the; presence of Mr. Johnson the next rilom-' 
i|tg:' but he mU^t have endured the threafc^tiM 
(rial! of his patience> had not a messenger si-^ 
W^ frota Mr. Grant's with letters for him, oncf . 
6f whiph, to the dbniay of. Rasansiei he ^aid^ 
IS^U^ him to tqwK iiiifitantly : rshe dared not/eh«c 
tjreafe} ilqt would: entreaty, in the present in-4 
^t^fe; have. .avAilfed j ;. f(>r the specuJaitionei erf 
Frederic Gass attracted him,. and. the epic ria4 
polled him} and Belfermine, though grown re* 
guW.4ind. dec^tf in; his observances> tv:as far 
fforn ificitor^u? over his. habitual dispositions : 
h^:^n|^W;hi^. daughter was . safe, otherwise :her 
w<»iill4i on, no Consideration^ h*ve teftJ her; — but> 
^ to <th€|)Vnp)eas4nt circuilistancesrof fh^ir ^yisit,- 
hi^ fijljiafBipg them woul^d aaot teasep thenb: her 
*jW)^W>vWittoQi|t fei.1, ^tijm ;the following even*; 
i|f>g;in tiijie jtojj^dveftt her. a-nxietj?;/ • * ; - r 

§hiB^^,hi4 .ftQ T alternative : she coiild no* askt 
tP:iK;fiQAp.afiy him ; .$^e was a prisoner at Sivant 
pftdf^:; bk^ijste M^as. so urgent/ that j. though tiirf 
cainr bMl rXK>t.iC]ui(;e. ceased, he aiseep^ted the ci<F<dn 
of a b9r$e .to co»wy him to.thfa tbwh, where 
fee i ppnH ; ge^ ,jat chaise j and ^ Roinnne,: havingr 
followed him with her eyes, as long as.tlse'ioai^ 
ii^vyii%ible;;r^ii(edy with a^heavycheart, tb*se 
to \^h(mjfiii9, ws^ doomed to. be obliged^ r Their 
e«i|lt^jt4Qp in having her, a^jtbe^^^aid^ * all. to 
"^beviSfAvj^/ wa^ interrupt^ ^iby ai' civil rnotd: 
$(ep»i|*M^ Jobps^ii, .cpntaji;ni|ig':a'.re$igiiatianro6 
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his wife for h4rill-1ifii«d intetitiptidtl 
0f th^ efiCf theie - arri ved^ as if sefit to Lady 
Cbbby's rosoae, thr^e'of those forlorn beings 
^ we1>day lotingers in the country/ They V9We 
idle young tnen, the son oxnA nephew of a'fk* 
mily a fevr iniics off, and a visitor to thei^ 
i&dm London: they did not know what to Hi 
with thenedt%s$ and so ikey broctglit theif 
friend to &WaAr |far]t. 

It was scarcely noon; two^ had brda^fti^tfiedj 
on^ bad net ;*>^breakfest wa« brought ;-^new(i^ 
fzpeifh^^4A» bleating of the idle, the inilbtTiip^ 
tion of the induatrioue->-inade the metil kcAA 
cat Sir Foley and Lady Cobby-s ^ tl^lttg^ 
caoie. The two at liberty had gone ^o> look M 
their Jiorses^ and rettirned as the tray w^s^^iAri^ 
mg out^-^it was fetched baekr^-fheir dogb^iiartie 
in with it, and were fed on the catpetJ ithtry 
talked of going : Lady Cobby^ perha^'feaifog 
a. second part of the lecture -on Mr. JlAttWbfi; 
bulged their stay. She even hinted afrher Wanf 
of something to^ amuse ^ that yo<^ ^Mytua 
tiiey ducked their heads, aaud pleads *dtigtg|0 
]xients««-£br ' lliat young bdy^ had no^ aMt«0ti«tf 






Wfi«b^^ re^fttaftce of Lsdy<Ckibl»f^4fvl§tff 
tioMs^eeiMd to ssttk th^ lAattef^ 8» iPuI^'iSO^ 
idedtly itsme 6»w»7d with ]fH«^: tbiyW^hii^'Mtft 
stdCij^Utl: This 'tiiski^H 'did wit xHMseAt -ia m^i 
btttiaiicber did tbey ^p&ft. 'Bsgatdl^a':^ 
iMt!UUfl»dtM««Qtidescendii)g igameslt cfieiw/' '"W 

2 



8»|WI^,W4& *»9«e .th^; f watch f^f, h^ »«^gp^. 
.;?»Vl;ti^^. ,wit^ A9, watcl^ fmX »^ jifc awl 

take any thing before he ; goies VrrU^-. ' /dpp», laft 
l3|t!WivitO/t|»fthe#«ftto* hi*??« the4«^ JV^ tj*«"».fiff 

Coblj^iJttT^]^ g^«Almnw.«9mA ltd 1^ ami tcli 

tag make Sir Puley's poiii^efts< itfaii Jorndtf^stt 
till his varieties of hot*bread are spoiled — then, 
the day being fine, they set off, all particularly 
engaged, ^ upon their souls/ 

Rosanne had waked with the recollection of 
Mr. Johnson, and, while dressing, requested 
that, in her fathers name, an inquiry might 
be made, with hopes that he had recovered. 



mehtdhetttr have been qiiiet; for fier inliilitf*^ 
tibn tli^t ihe wished die answer to be brbtigKtt 
her by the channel which -bore the message fi-om^ 
txtVy ^as disregarded : — it wM delivered in ftill 
cbnclave ; and she had to ^lidure thb nvost !nt€H 
lerable'of all species of wit* Nbr did her eh^ 
d^6iir prbcure th^ satisfa^tton sh^ had ho|ieti 
to have in store for her father : Mr. Johnson^ 
had quittea his resid^nc^ « and no one^ Cd61d 
gJveany'afecount of hittii •» • .: t 

The evening, however, bronght BfeUaiiiiiQi^ 
baek irf Very good spirits. ' Fredferic's spe^iUg- 
tions were thriving, and, though diis was miait^ ' 
ter of private gratulation, it diff<iBed a pleaiiant^ 
sispect over bis father's tnind : he had likeVSsc^' 
indi^Iged bfis feelings by c6ntributing[ to tW 
gUCdesfs ' df these prolific pl^s ; ' Emmli was' 
ebarming ; ' the boy was grown ; and Ffedferiir 
was bound by an imihense d^bt df gratitude. ' 

Tbe^foHowing^y^iiished the e*ile of ^JBfelJ 
krnatne and his daughter; an<l^ey ^turned to^^ 
their good friend Grants if possible,* ntQtethM' 
ever ^efasible to the decorum of his house and" 
tfiechanh of bis society. 
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CHAPTER LXL . 

HEY Kad enjoyed this ttanquiliity a fe# aayi^^ 
and Bellarn^ine) who had found London dirty 
and unpleasant, was begitiiiing to think qf 
takitig.a fibuse near Mr. Grarit^s for the winter J 
when, .as he was speaking on the subject, tlie 
servant brought in letters and news-papers : one 
of the fofmer Bellarmihe piit into his pockety 
and Bosanne saw Mr. Grant shake his head; 
but another he opened^ as if wishing to shoW^ 
that hfe was, not all, mystery, saying,, as he 
broke thie seal, ^^ If this is^ froni ttiy tailor, tai-^ 
iors ape their eimpldyers'v^^ \ *! 

. He looked at the signature— he looked at thA 
date-^he looked at the top— and again at the 
superscription: he sought for tjie post-mark, 
but in vain : he showed all the signs of extremfe 
uneasiness, and attempted* to get out of the 
rooEQ ; Tbut failing, he sate down,' and telling 
Rosanne not to be alarmed, asked her to with- 
draw— jand thpn added, /'And, niy dear 
Grant,. *dQ you , top have* tKe'^ goodness to leave 

. 'I wilrW,'*said*]VJrrGrant— 'Rosap 
^chiTd,^g9; rely on niy car^ whatever this is/ 
7 tl^e'ciiJd' scarcely rely — biit she olxfeyed ; aiiU 
iii Rassmg through'the' little hall,: het eye w^s 
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caught by the figure of a man lesming on tbt 
gate from the road, and whom she recognised 
as the unfortunate, Jol^son* 

She had lately heard of threatening letters. 
^ This is a threatening letter,' said she, in hw 
igjiorance o^ such proceedings :-t:^ aq^ could 
that disagreeable man, Sir Piiley, be. right?— 
Can this . pitiablci this ill-used, this elegai;it;i 
g^tlemanly young man,, as he appeared tabe, 
4)e one to supply his means^ by violence ?— But 
my father, is safe— he is only shocked/ 

Hajvlng gained her room, she continued, look- 
ing at tne. emaciated l^gure : he^ walked—«h^ 
stpod stin. Her diti^cullty.to suppose hin^ vfh^t 
sh^ had hpgun to Suspect, ^ncrqas^d : — ^he loqke4 
at the house,ras if anxious. Iii abo^t half a^ 
hppr, Mr* Qrant went out to him ; she s^\^ the 
civilities of gnentlemei; pass between thepi. Mr? 
Grant opened th^ g^te,^ took^ the ypung man's 
arm. and Valked aw^y with him. , H6r father's 
voice then ieebly called her. 

J^e^ ipas more calm^ but stilJL ^r ^pm his 
usual comppsure. 1^ saifd^ ap unpleasant cir* 
cumstance, wbic^ h^ cpuld npt jjast then e:^* 
plain, had occurred to him ;— '^ sliehad no caHse 
to be alarmed. Grant had behaved like Jiim- 
self, all kindness and activity of frie|;n^shi|^.' 

But, however inclined to obey, Rosarine cpi^ld 
rnot now commaiid hpr js^nxiety., ^ She jQ?iost 
earnestly conjuf ed h^r j^l^^r to tell her what 
it was that had so distressed fum; SitiA not s^hh- 



to iibokei l&n oigiHiaDiu by a g«neral ^^peal^ «hf 
liegaai to/interro^tehim. ^ Is your lifi» threat^ 
eiicd, my d^ar iS^ther P'*-^* No, Hot my lifeJ-^ 
*- O ! thev I am hjappy-^but your comfort ?'-^* I 
OBonot answer you tatiiati Ilose*^I feel fc^you 
avWell^aa for inyself/-"-^ Theti I mua know*'*^ 
^lam ruiaedy my cfaild !^-^tid dtiil wors€H*-woT8e! 
-iF^O: Rosaime ! yoa dimtot feel thi^ for m6 ;--^ 
I am — ^yom^ &th«p ifi-^^kposed-^to Acom«-«ta 
^ent^pti-i^go; leate hinv^^take care 'of your- 
sdf^^ev^r -say thbt you a»' my daughter:— I 

* ^Tis intfpoii^ible;* sia»d JfcoSannc : ' father, show 
^6 tiie lettter^^t am tidt a baby ;*-4f you arei 
f ttified^ l3i^ cannot take He^veii frdfh us-^^-and 
Ittti^r lOiistiYbfey Icnot^ of-ybu, w^ do not Ititer 
and r0spe«t y oil.— Lett us ^go away to|;fetlict^— 
any tiifeg-^but I tt?i7/ se6^ tfce letter/ * • • t 

She tl^e^ herself on his deck :-^the letter w«lff 
under a book— he allowed her to take it. ^ 

It i Was fcvief ^; ^ - but kst • impoi^tance fully^ ac- 
counted for ijAl^ihedisttte^ik'fihe had \rMeisRS6ct iki^ 
ker farth)dir; (and the disPfclMure it riiade, verified' 
Sb Puley Gobby's prediction, that Mr. J6hn«oa 
iRraii not Wbiat te apposed : th^e words^^er^ iti^ 
coftlStotS': ■' ' ' •' t' •■ '•'' '.*•'.••'• ^ ^ 

(Private.) 

/ '^ lltfe Incjirtry sent in your -name Indicated 
« ^^gri* bf^ d^nc^n foi^ Ae^ young m^whom 

MS 
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ydu iSLW lately in .tlie lowest sfate of i 
tton ;' and' a concern . so ' acccrrding . with tbe 
kiiijdness which you: and . the yoiing/ lady witl^ 
you offered him under his oppresadon, has. en-' 
cpuragied a presufop^tiious hope of: obtaining* 
attention; to a .situation df singular calamity.; 
you need fear ^thing, dtheir from imposition' 
or treac^^ry. It is to you. alone : that J. address 
myse^f'^I guard against eveiy accidwt 
. < I;WiU reveal n^yself. to you as . Sir .Tancred 
Ormesd.dn— you kuew : my fftthietr : : he, drank, 
hard; and after having forced ^y mother ta, 
givef up afntps^ ev^ry thi/Hg set;tl6d qn her, Mras 
suffered^ kua stat^ of intoxicatton^ to stalde all 
that was to l^ye ^pci^yi^^ fbr b^r and. hb two: 
d^ugbj^fs, and ^lyself rrrhe lojt^ and we: w'ere 
l^gs^rs iyhkJA 9gain ; |6Fjt^ne- favoured htm--*-: 
again he riskedi and again sl|e . frowned ;, and; 
jjl^^qded his life in ^M^^y. ^^^ kaves a blot on 
Our name. ' / - i . i 

. * Icbfkrgp no pnoTrt-if my ftthfir wtoutdbeisa 
mad, it was.at his owii peril: r-^botnont; indeed^ 
should have prevented;^ geptletoan: from sufn 
fyfixkg himr to sit dpwn, ; into^&ioatdd-rbut , still,: 
he who^ (tid it^ it not chsu*geable with bis death f 
audi fee^tikat, ifl»^red and trodden down.at w^ 
are, we have no right to make personal com- 
plaint. 

^ I have had, thanks €a my exceSent mot^> 
exertions; and .the l^b^Ut^ of a nqb^^ Itiendf 
tha education . pf, ,^.geiM4*Q)an j- and: th«. 
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pittance that remains^ I might share,' cduld I 
fake the br6isid from her and rriysiarters'^-^-that I 
canridt is' the reason fbr four having-seeh mfe^-i^ 
it is of no eotisequence to Explain my suddeti 
<eithdrawiiig~you will piade yourself ha tuy 
iitiiation, aiid find a reason: - i n ; : 

* My application to you, Sir, now, is for the 
ioan of a few hundred pounds, with \^hichi I 
am assured, my mother might relieve her wants^ 
by prosecuting a claim to a small estate^ and 
Ti^hich, though- not enougH to place her in afflux 
ence, would, I am ^ on the best authoi^ity pro- 
mised, be in'>a 'few ytei^ improvable to U great 
extent We itiight then/ after al) oar miseries; 
recover out: situation in the world, and; should 
owe all bur happiness to ybui ' ? • I V? 

; ^ I shall send this from the post-office, dnd 
5hall follow it, and wtt?t an hour at- yofir- gati 
for your written anjwer. If you ilo not ohoos^ 
it to bci known that yoii tev'er had any acquaints- 
iMicQ with my father, speak of me ad *at lyeggm^ 
^uper ; and- any comiiiaods you w^May on tne 
»hill be most' honourably obeyed by, Slt^,-- » 
ei i ; r -^ . . : < Yours, ^^ ith inviolable fideliiyj ^ 

-:') V •: ■•.';'>. ./ • '/. i: irc.xx^ 

^ I ^ps^najg felt no^^notiQii^ but t|;\ose th^ most 
favourable tp Her fa^^p^r, j^cjted by th? jpei^^aj 
of this ^fflicting let^ter : sh^ wa^ pleased ^n; fold- 
ing the writer of if worthy .of re^peclk, afJ^^aP 
^6 claimiiig con^passioh ^ apid she 'saw no gi^s- 
fion but whether her father would or would 
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^ot lead him the XQofiey :^«**' ^ few huqdred 
poiwda^cQ^ld not mia hjikii aadij^ux^y \% wai^ 
no {smch fonnid^le expoi^ure— ^no sue^ B^d dioh 
grace^-^no such risk of scorn B^^ QOQtempt a^ 
be re|»re96nted it, to have l^een ^cqi^^u^ffid mti^ 
a man such as Sir Tancrctd's letter ;dei»cribed hi| 
father/ ' ^ ; * 

. She yrjais going to urge this consqlation, .9f^ 
poi .^npoprig^ his comp^aAce with. . the jeq4QSit| 
f^))^n . her father, risiqg, and stamping on th^ 
groun4t with a loo]( of 9€}f-e:^ecji;ation $aid» 
5 Rosantie, ,/ am the inap r^\\^ rujined this faT 
mily; and sSee, see/ $aid he, ^ the e^ttidg kiqd^ 
pG$i^ of tWfl ii\jured yoting man— he has guarded 
bis cfxpressiOAs ao, that eyen bad jfiu opened 
the letter, you would not have ^etQct^d ffie.' > 
. ^ It i$ greaiti-^t; is, getierOu^,^ said : ROsanne ; 
* but, my father, why this dxtreflfte di$tfess P-^- 
to whom are you exposed ?— to na cine* Avowal 
**-<:Qnfe8sions-r-*are notexpo&ure. Mr>^0FMitan4 
I can know nothing but the. greatnesMi of ycrar 
mind, that in its corrected state disdains qonr 
cealment You are not, my dear . father, tlte 
man you W€*e when you took laudanum :— this 
Is Christianity that you are practising, my fa-^ 
ther; — and Christianity rises highest when it 
stoops the lowest ; and it will prompt you to 
do more, I am sure, than this young man asks/ 
' To think,* said Bellarmine, * that / should 
beihe cause of that young man's suifFering what 
we witnessed^ and one who appears so deserving 



4lKf|ter jftter^I 90rer vr^s iiipre i&U*f(»U4 for a 
stFanger : — ^if he had oxppi^ 9>e as he Height, I 
ftarj — ^'; 

*; OX do not yepiroach yourself, my. 4eK?§Jk 
£itber/ . said Rosana? : ' , reaifemiii^r dj^ , s^-j 
aiou we beard at Soiutbamptwi jQ4, tbatrlj^ppy 
day, when we fii:$t * walked in ti>e bot»? pf God 
^jtla frteads/rr-M^et hito- jbbai^tole^t^aj no mor^ 
^ but rather let htm laibo^ with b^ sb^Wds'-^^St. 
Baul says; and this ja so truly tibe spirit of 
Chriitifljilty, that we oaniK^t duUbt. Stiri^ly tb? 
iwoey should be rctniSnedr . : 
. ' SoBBys Grant; fe»t.I do not^/fi^ to \f^ 
ta&edj tonr-my . f^^elittgis; ir^. enough ; yet wh^| 
may! yori «iy of me, my child ?' 

^' Thore.cw be but^obe opinion t9j|Eioiag Chn^r 
tians, my father. Oibowh^p^^.yQUJtiie.tQha^vQ 
aUcbian.opportuttft^!' . . 
SYjes, yes:-*-! mufttdo^t/ ... 

\Mr..Gxantt»w returned. ^IrTaojOT'i^d bad 4^r 
lioRfely diiettreated, to: ^tme'BeUarmii^ time.^ 
exnmdeditiQn ; and mAi few>^y$» - Ros^nne . bjMl 
tber cewfoib of knomng fha£ the '^attflr* wzt^Mr 
famgediiin the way nmsi i^ti^faotory to b@r ^ 
ikik's ffacd of omd. She kntm; mt, [npr d^red 
i(li»ainq»ire,,^thfe siml.n^fMiided: .sher »iigiit have 
badt antriisted wtfelx iH» bad ttot^Mri Jlrfideric 

* 

|Saisis!s specuhiticln^ >pr^)\ciQ(isly c^( so d^p^nJt? 
fieUamnne'ai pniperty . . Whatever ^ w^. the . pri>- 
ponfiDn:.hwhi(^ it l^nerM .tbe? suiprlto^l from 

which it was deducted, that it was deducted 
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could bd mferred only from the cessatiom of all- 
mention of a separate dwelling. . - > -: .. -: 

The interests of Sir Taiicred passed througb 
Mr.Grant'^ hands, and his manner of a^edeivihg 
the oMigation showed him deserviiig of it : fa^ 
waa informed of sonde obvious caution with re^ ^ 
gard to Miss Bellaraifine^ and this, with the paiQ) 
a pei^sOiiai interview* might occasiony. k^ttiie 
parties from farther ad^uanntanee. *. .1 . . ' ! ' 

If Mr. Grant had oompassionatelyt loyed fiel* 
larmine heretofore/ be now esteemed audfao^ 
noured him ; and the good man jwas nett^^parinif 
of his kindest encouragement And if ilosarfne 
had hitherto honoured her father $iSi her* piareilt; 
she now reverenced him n a man;; who, by :a 
yoluntaiy choice of goodness, had rendeimdihini^ 
Self capable ^of'.tiiQ greatest actions. : i / r. :i 

There ^eemed clow no obstacle to Qetllarmtne's 
being one of the happiest men existiiig,/and his 
daughter expected to see the effects of lus noble 
conduct in every gesture: he inust^. she liopei^ 
have obliterated from his conscience all rlscordB 
that could reproach him j and the eiaame wiU 
8o filled up by this great action^ 'tbkt ishe 
thought he ought to be still more haf^y tbsfA 
he had ever been miserable. Alas, poor sitly 
Rosanne ! she did not percdvie that her fatbeii 
even in this heroic deed, qcted from a motive^ 
T^hich, boWfever laudable On the; present occab* 
«ion; might, if relied dn toa much, misl^ ^un| 
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and'p^haps now:, by the approbation* be8to\ir«d: 
on it, fortify him stiir more in an error. They 
were impulses not very dissimilar that had led 
him into an excess of , kindness towards Frederic 
Gass, and to an act of great justice towards Sir 
TaiiQi:ed; and what man, under such subordi* 
Bate influence, could answer for the character. of 
hh next movement ? Neither did Rosanne c^n*'' 
5ider the disorder brought into the mind by a 
mis-spent youth ;r— she thought her dear father 
}]adr9ply.to change bis views, and that then 
every object must be exhilarating. 
' If Mr. Grant saw any defect in the founda* 
tion of that which he admired, he had the cha- 
rity to withhold all observation on it : his ac- 
quaintaiice with human nature told him, that, 
how!ever wanting his friend might be \n his me- 
tfaodi, his disposition to do fight was unques- 
tionable; and this was something gained on a 
conduct that had been wrong in every point : 
,V lie Ms : grown regular,' said he to Rosanne, 
f Bid I trust he will be in time pious ; — and,' 
add^ he; ^ I widh that invaluable sentiment of 
Johnson's were considered as it deserves to be: 
it is (5ncquiraging to those in your father's situa- 
tion; and it teaches us, who are watching his 
5)rbgreto,. to be patient and content, and to rely 
"dn th^t ordet of tbings which our Creator has 
estabfisfjedfor out benefit. Let us act first from 
feelingsgood in.theiliselves when not perverted, 
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and Tt'e shall next act from ,tibe only cme that 
cannot be perverted — the sense of duly (1)/ 



NOTE. 

(1 ) However impatient we may be to see those #hom we 
love^ restored) after a course of error, to the comfiirts of a 
h^ter life, we inuBt not be discouraged by the dbsence of 
this satisfactions the splendid rd>e| the costly ring, the 
fatted calf, may be bestowed on us only in the presence .of 
Him whose omniscience is necessary to ascertain the since* 
rity of a Renovated heart ; and this life may be, to hs last 
hour, a scene of trial. Neitheif must the vu^av axioms 
wMch encourage procrastination of amendment, ibsCer lieen* 
tiousness or folly, by including the novelty of a life of, for-: 
bearance, or a course of wisdom, among the agreeable va- 
rieties of this world's scene-shifting, . Whatever we read ot^ 
as the manner of conversion in the early age of ourfttth t-^ 
whatever means were allowed to those who. had it prqyosBd 
to them to accept or reject a new doctrine, nothitag^ prater* 
natural can be expected by us, beyond the blessing of th^ 
Holy Spirit on our honest endeavours. There k no suc& 
ihing as a crisis in sin that must evidently and of necessity be 
succeeded by sound and involnerable health. The diseas^ 
of our better part, are chronic, and require, not a stroke g( 
alectricity, not a fright or a fall, io cdre thein) bat: a.peili^** 
vermg, wearisome, and discouraging application of altera* 
tives— a moment may suffice, indeed, to show us our danger; 
but it is only a regular course of self-opposition that can de- 
racinate evil, and substitute good. 

To those who cannot retreat from the world, -theitaslcis 
still harder —the more knots they .tiq, |2|e more they have to 
untie ; and they will find many move lupBtants in the former 
than in the latter task. But \\et patience have her perfect 
work;* let us but once bring ourselves to wait'for a reward^ 
and every day, every hour, will, however insensibly, add 



soine sapport to an honest endeavour. The first consolation 
will be, ' I am not adding to the wrong side of mj account :* 
the next, * I have a little to set off against it :' then comes 
an humble hope that the balance is questionable ; and after- 
wards, that more than worldly compensation, the feelings 
ihat, while the grace of God attends us, even should he 
Aii^ fit to witUiold his ' unzperited blessings, vice and foBy 
must behateful to us^ and nothing pleasant that does nol 
ilraiif us nearer to hiiiy. 
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WiiJTER now drew on, and brouglit no regrfetif 
on the mind of Rosanne. Under lier fathers 
excellent guidance, she prosecuted her endea- 
vours to enlarge h^r stores of knowledge, which 
were raised into importance by the motive that 
actuated them. He, on his part, was uniformly 
kind, though not uniformly lively ; and had not 
the interests and speculations of Mr. Frederic 
Gass been a subject admitting of no confidence, 
Mr. Grant and his friend would have been 
whoUv unreserved : but it was soon evident thafc 
this must, for a long time, occasion shyness, 
Fjederic's letters could not be communicated, 
nor could any thing have induced Bellarmine to 
confess the amount to which he had afforded him 
pecuniary assistance. 

The novelty of peace had keptRosanne's wishea 
within a very reasonable boundary. She saw, 
after Christmas, some of the principal persons of 
the surrounding neighbourhood preparing for a 
residence in London ; and oflfers were made, or 
rather emulation was expressed, of introducing 
one so likely to do credit to introduction ; but 
nothing could mov^ her from her father, or 
make her wish to remove him from Mr. Grant's 
invaluable care : plans of neighbourly separation 
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were 'sometitnes discussed ; but they died aw'ay . 

as spon as proposed. 

;, As if in pity to a visitor from a spiithem eli* 
ma&G, the winter had been mild ; and in a benign^ 
February day, when Mr. Grant was froth hom^ 
and Rosanne was reading with her father, that 
malignant disturber of her peace, whose very 
external now ahvays made her heart beat~that 
unsounding. weapon, a bit of paper, sealed and 
superscribed, again - threatened ' her comfort.— 
Her habits did not allow her to be inquisitive ; 
^he took up her work, while her father perused 
the <:b&tenta of the billet ; and his holding the 
envelope in his haiids so that she cou^ not see 
6ven the impression of the seal, seemed to ap-« 
prove, her forbearance. ' 

..That an effect was produced by this cause, 
W^i^vident; Bellarmine wrote a very short re- 
ply, and signified to her the necessity of his im^ 
mediately gping to meet a gentleman who was 
Waiting for him at the village-inn. She made 
90 answer:, he quitted her, but with a counte-* 
nance so gq;y, and in a manner so very kindj 
that, if. she had not been aware qf Frederic 
Qa^^'s power to produce such appearances, she 
CQuld not have remained anxious. / 

;. Mr. Grai^t came in : she tbl4 him what had 
occurred: no satisfaction could be sought within 
iRit the risk of giving the most unhandsome ofS 
feRce:; ,and they were compelled to prepare theiii 
tmi^. % jiQisewhat very unpleasaiit 
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' I am afraid/ $iid Mr. Grant, ^ that young; 
man has more influence than is g^od oyer your 
fHtber* Every thing included in the duty of a 
parent^ and consistent with the established m}n 
oi. social life, he has a right to expect ; but what^ 
ever facilitates immorality, by removing its in*^ 
conveniences, is wrong; and we must find fault 
with the jurisprudence of the Almighty, if W0 
blame that which good onder makes necessaryj 
I MTOuId be the last to make obliquity of birth 
felt by an individual, and probably should be 
the first to resent the cruelty that pointed at it; 
but it is no cause for particular regard in ge« 
neralf.and I fear, in parents it brings out a spe^ 
ciet of affection not very safe in the indulgence/ 

* My poor father,' said Rosanne, sighing, *bag 
placed himself in a situation that almost takes 
aw^y the possibility of being prudent. I am . 
convinced he furnishes Mr. Gass with money ; 
and a stranger as he is to his disposition, for ifi 
does not appear that he knew any thing of him 
till we were at Southampton, he may, I am sure^ 
be easily imposed on by such a man, especially 
as I can perceive the great difference between 
my father's' proper love for me, and that sort of 
weakness which perhaps he thinks ought to have 
fto bounds, when it is to atone for what the 
young man may have suffered white we were 
Uving in France. I dare say ray fether's good 
heart tells him he can never do enough ; and I 
am as certain, that^ if thi^^on were^ver to offend 



hifn^ the sense of what be has done, would make 
it still more wounding; he would never forgive' 
him; for he would add his own feelings to the' 
offence.' 

* True/ said Mr. Grant. * You see how 
mtich better it is to suffer ourselves to be guided 
in the early actions of our lives — ^all goes right 
when we set out regularly : we have the advice, 
the example, and support of others ; but if 'w# 
cut a new path for ourselves, through a thicket 
where the wise do not choose to follow us, 't i^ 
in. rain that we shall call for help, when we are 
tearin^our clothes off our backs in the brambles/ 

But all these fbrebodings were dispelled by 
the return of Bellarmine, animated, good-hu* 
inoured, and concerned for having, * by want of 
recollection,' cast an anxious shade over his 
daughter's brow. * It was a point of etiquette 
towards you, Grant,' said he, * that called "iSii 
out: — our Southampton friend. Lord Montry* 
las, is going through your village, and would 
have called; but he is too delicate to visit a vi^ 
sitor without permission,' 
^ ' The effect of surprise, and of agreeable sur- 
prise, on the countenance and complexion of 
'Rbsanne, might have mis-led common observers; 
but she was iA no danger of being misunder- 
stood by her pi'esent judge : her father knew 
her too well ; and her friend was too earnest in 
*Mswish that * it might be so,' to anticipate her 
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sjsoitiipents. She made no scrMple of ajldiiig her; 
wishes to Mr. Grant's inclinations, when he and 
berrfafher set out with the intention of inviting 
his lordship to return with them. 

• • • ■ *^ . • . ' 

^ JjTow wjiat had passed between Lord Mpntry- 
l|isl :Qnd Bellarmine? Why, simply this : his. 
lordship bad bi^en sent, home with important 
4i^s^tches from the army with which he had 
been, serving, and where he had, as the news-; 
papers had announced, distinguished himself^ 
so as to make his mission particularly gratify-^ 
fpg r h^ ,h^d :^sked for a short leave of absence 
on his own affairs ; and the principal of them 
was a necessity he felt, or fancied, -of ridding 
bis mind of an intolerable weight, which it had 
endured since he. quitted the gate of South^ 
amptpn, on the morning of Miss - Bellarmine's 
d^Fture:. his uncle, his brother, nay his sister 
Lpdy AgTies, had added to his inquietude by 
reports, wishes, and hopes. 

The greetings of well-bred men having passed 
between Bellarmine and Lord Montry las, public 
news, and his lordship's particular information, 
the roads, the weather, and all the topics of 
•Englishmen, having been dismissed, some cu- 
riosity was perhaps feigned— and his lordship 
.was very thankful for it — as to the direction 
in \yhich ,he could be travelling, to make this 
obscure village in his way. 
■^ ,* Po me the favour,' said Lord Montryla^ 
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! to walk with me out of the house, and I will 
say more.' Beliarmme led. to the broad gravel* 
walk of the church-yard, out of sight of Mn 
Grant's windows. 

' '\ And here, in the quiet repository of the pa^ 
rish, where the recording . biography of the 
tomb-stones taught. the value of sincerity, and 
the true use of life, did Lord Montrylas, linking 
his arm in Bellarmine's, and holding in his hand 
a letter which contained, ready for production, 
his father's sanction, disclose the ) gratifying 
secret, that, blessed as he was and fortunate as 
he had been, his happiness was in the hands of 
Mi^s Bellarmine : he pleaded, in excuse ;for thq 
presumption of having made this deposit, ^ hec 
many recommendations to regard : he qUotQ<i 
the various opportunities which ;their short ap? 
quaintance had allowed him, of seeing the excel- 
lence of her disposition and the capa,city of her . 
saind. . He represented his family as not setting 
their affections on rank:-— the ddught^l' of w 
honourable man, sucli aii oilie as. he mi^httt^. 
proud to call, even by right of mai;riag9i , fsiitl^r,,^ 
satisfied their ambition ; and he^e,^ he^ m^919:C^*) 
tain that even their, scrupulosity: in-apHre (^spg^ti 
would be. satisfied. Nor dill they I'eg^rK) .ipo-> 
iey i they/ requii:ed only > a \ bldtjes^ i.wd^ ^e-. 
)8peetableallianoe~andfQri^ himself he: 9?ke4 to 
lw5 informed^ whether Mi3s BeUarmioiQ's. aflfec-j 
liom, as wdC tts h^ hand, were UAengagsnirry 
and, pibvided thby w^^e.^o* to bft.alk)W«<i ^( 
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liope ihtA h6 mijgbt'from tfaem ivcfiive thd 
faigiiei^ reward this world oouldl afEard hiioH 
He tlien opened a&d gare to Bellarmiaa Jbit 
father's letter to him on the subject : it was tbd 
letter of a father deserving of the nost affisc- 
tionate filial respect, to a son oitiHed to coa« 

• 

jidence: it was abnost in wsords the domithent 
from whi'eh his lordship had spoken^ wbeti he 
inentiotted aft unblemished descent andpoBOnal 
worth as the only points the fanlily made tlie 
dobdition of approbation; and having heard 
from B^Ilarmine) that, as far as he knew^.hii 
claugbti^r Wis at liberty^ and acceding estireiy to 
lier fktbefifs^ resolution, not to biass her, by any 
ik^ of pattental antlionty, his Ibrdship found hiq 
^y back td his inn; ^d Beilanmoe canae boom 
t^ prepare his introduction. .^ 

And fioW yegm a nie^ course dS ambmty.tmi 
tbe pAtt of siosanne'<d ^^tbef.- ; Wbtfn JLoiik 
Moiltrylas hAd so;, ahnost •mpbaticadlyy spolsBif 
tfn the pi^fefenioe his fhmily^ ga^e to wt6tiAi.mo£ 
vipftie, ovitr ^»Mltli and ranaky it>i^^]«dlTcn)i[ 
difi^rem^ bi^ifo of mind &0M tiiose ^^hk^rfidk 
larmine h^ ; fiultivated^ :t(r be iagennouii. Hi»^ 
^anfie-s happiMs« lir^s tcK^^deafe to hiinf»4hb;imr 
tctcf demin of Jtsi e9ty$tislmm(^ . wntll; Lmk 
MoA^ks for Its guTftrdlaiiH— d» ottoo'tiiiteiWi^ 
txky tippontaiti and pei^^^- miniatfoiiiwiilffltaoi 
valtuaibife^ to stdmifi of hh ^ykigf * I bvea aiaraed^ 
nf &(ini p«xc»^l h«ve ftMnieck my^^iidisi ykm: 
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i^6t<Mah« Uthe ditigllt%!r of A Ai^^e^y/^^akn i 
^atidfbt my9«flf, may: the ihisuidw of tf<y'sh&nid 

thUtiftiVt b^ %ik iilettt: h^' eottgrdtalafed hiiiai 
Mf ottllavi^ ixi^Titi tift jtiiitake that Ooi 
curred at SddtdianiphStf, r^ltt^iw to hiis fl4t!v« 
coUntfyi to paaia :— kf« bdwed) when, by iinpilca- 
fibh he M^Aa ncmpllmemM, toU thdtigiit h« 
coftsidted his cota9tieli(5fe abd i^atiSfied it, Hvh^li 
he said M^ith a sthik^ thit contradicted bifii^ 
' YoUr tdlfdsbiti, I Mr, fo»fis too high ^ d^i^ 
ibidn 6f ntth'^hd iMn M^ho dtiUld do a ii@bl« 
am. tki ttie ifii{tollie of hH iidiD^, tmU ncft 
Bd ka h6rmt thtag wHiiifrpftidigkte^ adVit^ it: 
ft6 tn^ow^ht fbrWdl-d his- t@Md«il9t€fe| AU it hiS^, 
k «pf>d&ilSott-' tb lii^ duty as a ittdh 5 h6 did> hbl 
^mbi any pos^ititjy of d^ff^c^n, At \)Sm Hll 
thb ttieAi 6f Rosion^ sfeeuid haye fbiiil^^- a itatf* 
BthM hs^mt to sdetOlte the dfft^<l](Mi df tUI 
flUttify .' H^ishbtti liy *fi^ibgs' WmiKl ti6lg alMf 

Utib. 'f^^t dth&^isi; sAd m^necM ^m til 

ktHiB; <■■■'> ■ 

' licMtin^ mel¥bS UM WmtiflSi atr 1^ 
©feifl?* VisIWi*, ^h «i>ery ifliirlfe'of i^flfefetfiil 
Mftehtiaft ; ^tid, ^ietAptdQ by h^ iiitutal (X^ 
taHtSt, fiimi m itiQiXHig pi^iMptim. '^mpi 
im thi Mt6iibg affiicuHSoft' of Mr, sHe- i»^ 
perhi-pi <[mt6 as agre^bie iir f eiilify', m i&- Ifll 

ldt(!bhipV redblifeciiett id^ bf hmi the day ^Stfi 

sWifffyt h6"choie tto rttirtfh to hii littlHim t» 
iAk^pi' trt^^olild M hiiufy-for Mf. ]teiI4rdiiii«% 
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call, at;8my moiUQpt tbcmcxf day : he departe4 
at an hour; that fthowtedpoliteconsideratiOB^ os 
else was calculated, to giye jbipi time ta^write.^ 
letter, which, under coyer to her father, comr 
xnutiicaled to her, at her first opportunity, of 
receiving it, :the purppse of his visit. -, y 

. Perhaps part of the abundant charm pf Ro-t 
f|imBe's charactei: qonsisted in her never haying 
^d.it i|i hqr pqvper to copy bad models: she 
had;had nobody to instru^ct h^r hoyir s^e; should 
Ijehaye, und^r the present ciraimstances ;^there* 
for e, she behaved — like herself.— rShe y^as no^ 
astounded ; for there was' in Lord Montrylas';s 
beihavipur to her, a sprt of kindness that ^in a 
^friend slight ha^ye: been; called afifectianate; ; sb(| 
never .coul4 p^rsua^e lierself, though she had 
|ipt presumed . to -judge, > that such a man.coul4 
a^roye : Lsidy . Winseiina^^— his manner to> her fa^ 
ther showed such a degiee. of liking, that she 
UK>ugh,t she owed spmet^ng of the, present dis*» 
Ijnguishing honour^ to that circupistance ; ye| 
she could hardly believe all this could beTeal ^ 
and she must remember how much was stilL 
lyafiting. ^tq siake> it .certain,^how ; little, she 
knejv of Lord Mpntrylas^ and how little fae^ 
^¥^w of her, compared with the acquaintante^ne^ 
p^sary to ascertaining the probability of their 
ipendii^ their lives ss^tisfactorily together :—^ 
tiben his family— would .they like her?*— Yeti 
Wth aU ^ ^ii^ \c^i)tiou . and doub.t, ,to> sp^kho;; 
#^fly/;wha| W9}»id>be:jicr iuswcr-Vamd ia jus^.- 
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%ice and conscience, what ought it to be?-^ 
'Cerfeinly a most grateful acknowledgment of 
The bounty of Providence — it was far more than 
"she had any right or reason' t6 expect, that a man 
•of such* high rank, such an exalted character 
as his was esteemed, and sd entirely all that 
could gratify pride and command respect and 
affection, - should think on her :^— * I am' said 
she to herself, * to answer this to my father-^ 
how 'kind, how considerate! because, I am sure, 
he sees how little used to tlie world I am ;— ^I 
can have no fear where there is such care. I 
cannot doubt the inclination of my father a[nd 
Mr. Grant— ^t is very good in them to leavto 
me so much liberty — 'to dispose of* me will fee 
a great relief to their kind anxiety about ihe;*^ 
and as to my own unfitness, I dare say allow-^ 
ances wifl be made; and I will do all iii my 
jpowcr to itnprove/ * 

^ flhe went from her chamber to prepare break- 
fast for the gentlemen : — she found her father 
already in their sunny room of momirij^ meeW 
iiig. It was seldom that she rejoiced in the 
absence of Mr. Grants but now sh^ felt pleaseW 
iti finding her father alone — ^hcr coneiirrenice 
was expressed in her gratitude, atid Bellarmine' 
confessed hitoself happy; ^ ^ \ 

' The worst she Had- feared from Mr. Grant^ 
was, thie exultation of superiof Isagacitjr, whi6h^ 
Had made him foresee this event; but ihii was 
liot tHe fei&ling'viiible fti Ws counte^iiaritej^when' 
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^Qj^fof^ftqil^ br^al^faat^t^ble-r^he l90^ed moif 
•^af, )i^\i^lj t^ioi^ghjt^l — h|5 pbs^ryed on ikp 
jfftffillf^-r'he talj^eij of what }nt 1??4 tQ do.T-r 
'.Ifp^pii^summg I was,' thouglat Ra$aiii)ei *t9 

^p^pjix>im t^ My- Q,^^^ V^^^ have hsid ipisyu^ 
fo if^r of . tx^y gte^ good fortufxe 1' 

^ut the gf^i^tlemen were un^oij«Dio|ily citi^ 
ffi j^c\i pt^ex :?-^h^r fythfi w^ ratl^r courting 
iQ l^§ Jfvui^ fiie^id i a,n4 Mr. O^^ .\is^ thff 
li^Wl? .' Sir,' with 9^ore fceq^ififopy jh^p w.9§ ujajj^ 

fhe %^nB^ of hi? ni^nnejr. 

"?Sfy FP no(t;. ?gr«ed,' said I^^^O!^ W hpr- 
^jf j s|Qd h^r hfi^r^.pslpi^ted jritii thjB p^nAll 
IBpilflVjawnrr-* thif J must J^nov liefi^ aqq- 

ther 4t^ i^ ^?^^! wite* will Ijecffln? of o>f 

09^j^a* ... 

to entreat that no answer migl^t. Ifti returned fPJI^ 
k%t9 1^4 ¥f>^^?y^ till % i??¥i flW^iflWed 
%^<^lff! !?? Mr. Q^t, ?j? p^ha^ jie jpighi 

• • I ,'¥%«?? hfv^ it W^f'VWfrl toGf^a^t' s^gid 

* No, lie does not; h^..thi^l|f|j.-^ I 4fy Itw*; 
»ift?i^. ?|o ^VfOj^g^s^si qan ev^^r ^gaiff, be 

tf^ing puftptiUp ^t Tf« 4i5^: }f^ %\]hTm 

5 . 
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fs unimportant 1 I wnll take care of tV find I 
am sure he will be almost a» happy as ^nyafeMJ 
111 seeing fon so greatly dispofted of s— ^^do «ot 
Tex him-^—disappointed as he was/ you Imi^w, 
in early life, the subject may reniew unpleasant 
impressions/ 

' Hie closing argument had it$ weiglit witK 
"Rosaline 1 she was not perhaps inclined to sefek 
for uneasiness jiist now : she was impatient t6 
be alone : she did not wish to Hear what airange-r 
incnts were made with regard to Lord Montry* 
fas ; and finding that the servants, to -w^m it 
was generally her commission' to give ordersj 
had received them from Mr. Grant-r-that they 
had been told that* the gentleman wlio^ supped 
the evening before, was e!xpectcfd' to dinger, and 
that the best china, table-linen, and gfasses, were 
to be used,' she turned this kindness to her own 
consolation, and glided to her charhber, and 
from thence saw her father go out. 
' Mt, Grant coming under her window, soon 
calfed her down, ' and, with tears of joy and af^ 
fection, coiivrQced her of his. participation- iit 
lier prospect, '* At the same time,' said he, * l«t! 
me teft you^ that yoqr father and I are notquite* 
agreed. Our drsagreement cannot affect our 
interest for you; but we differ oli a ^xoint which' 
1 cannot in ^conscience, and indeed in prudence, 
give up : he does not choose to be exj^icit 
Hfrhh Lord Molitrylas : — I wish him to tell all 
that any bneelse can- tefh or that may -fee un- 
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pleasantly discovered hereafter:-^! ctnnqt ns^me 
to you all the particulars; but o^e, for inistaiice, 
will serve: he will not suffer this young mB^n 
in London to be mei^tiopqd — now such fe^r^cy 
I call foolisl^/ 

* Ought / to mention itF said Ko8anne.-<-» 
^Can it be expected of me? or, kno)ving it, 
ought I to decline the offipr ? Speak now befoif 
we go farther; I am, as yet, in my own power/ 
. * No, no; you must not mention it: you? 
father might revenge it oi^ us by punishing 
Jiimself jT^no, no, I do not know what might 
pe the efi^ect ; he must go hi? own way, an4 take 
the consequences : he intends Giiss. to pass for 
his nepheWy but I f^^r this wiU make your 
father his slave ; for, hy what occurred to yoi^ 
at Southampton, it is evident that the least 
provocation of this turbulent spirit, would make 
him forget every thing, in t^e indulgence of ^ 
momentary feeling/ 

- Rosanne's happiness was made a little raore 
thoughtful; and she saw that, under siuchgcirT:^ 
cumstances, the peace of her own minfl was tp 
be found only in sych simplicity of obedienqe 
as would, under all possible contingencies, acr, 
quit her. ^I will never,' said she tp herselti. 
* object to or repine at the allotments of a mode; 
of providence too great fof my comprehension ;- 
but I can perceive oi^e m^se, t^ioygh. thjcr^ is 
no excuse, for the captiousness of infidelity,. % 
tlie uniform admis^ture of that which re(|uires(i 
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c^.p^iencei witli that wihich calls fpr our gfs^ 
^itude> to me\t is oqly an additipnfkl proof of 
a future state, and an additional motive, to wish 
for it and prepare for Jtt' 

She saw her father return .alone; ^whiat was 
she now to tUiok r-^was i^; all a dream ? How 
would, her father hefu* any di^apppintin^nt.? For 
herself, 01 she had oply to $Mbmit; — perhaps 
he l^ad, heen prevailed on to mention Mr. Gass : 
Lord Montrylas ?night not wish for the con*: 
nexion — ^any tiling was better than deceiving j 
yet, what was Mr. Gass to her ? and. what was 
such love? it .must \>e love pf her f^tn^Uy, ;nQ^ 
of her^ that $uch an objection disappointed; 
ijhe grieved for thif( di^sgra^c^ful a])pen4age^-^ 
but still her father was not to be considered a$ 
^ man of habitual vicp — ^a father's error did . not 
i^tain lil^e ^ mother's; she h^ ind^d hf ard Ijord 
Montrylas exprpss his surprise when ^ young 
nian w^s going to marry the dayghter of a 
woman who had forfeited hcf character; but she 
could not recollect a case where a father's fault 
had injured a dapghtef — ^yet, on consideratipn, 
If was right 

Her suspepse had endured half an hour, when 
her father came to her, and saying, in a pecu- 
liarly gracious manner, * You will have com- 
panyat dinner; that excellent creature Grs^t 
h^ behaved in such a way that I know not how 
^e shall ever make him amends ;' he not only 
l^oyed her doubts, but hei; anxieties, and she; 
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understood t^ai either 2>>rd J^<Mitfyla9 wais m^ 
jbrnied^ or * thftt Mr. Qinxft 'hail ohaiiged fats 
b|NmOB. Her father's spirits were uncoRHnonly 
raised : he invited her to walk with him to tibe 
brow of i hill, on wliich the sun was then 
shining^ and where Mr. Grant had mad^ a gra^ 
veNed terrace ; adid when his eye eommanded 
the spot, he, wi4:h kind caution, said, ^ Do not 
be surprised if Lord 'Montrylas shoutd be here; 
he askMl me to direct bini to a pleasant walk \ 
and i naihed this among otAiors/ 

H Rosanne did lean a little heavier thaii 
was her custom* on her father's arm — if she 
drew doaer to his side— the movement, properly 
understood, could not have offended evten bim^ 
who sought to detadh her, 

Befllar miners precaution was not vabi— *his^ 
lordi^iip was really there. Bellarmiiie had his 
telescope:'* the air was uncommoaly clear:* he 
^ thought a few yards, iarther it was possible to 
sec Cantcrbhry ; ibr his was a very good -giass.- 

t The walk homo was not dull; his Itirdship^ 
stopped at his little inn, and would certainly be 
in time for dinger. He was too well bred to 
make, elderly men wait: * , . 

* H Rosanne looked to Mr. Grant's mode bfl 
Behaviour for renewing any anxiety 6i re^* 
moving all; th^ pleasanter cflfect must have beea 
|:hat produced by it Every thing that could' 



4il|ow reppect to his gtieftt, ^^1^4 ftflfeetlcftl to 
Uff^^nm^ and.iipprob^tif»i jpf tlwj Q»ifs0 .of their 
fljeeti^g, \fas indic?i15e4 by it;'^^d na one ^ 
BellaFBaiiaB's d^ught^ ^i^ld Mm hmied ikat 
l)fi was pot perfectly qordiol with: ber fatfaeit 
§the persuaded hersejf ^^t it wiS only 4fa^ jhraoe 
Qf wh^t h*4 QccurFcd. * Yet, inr*i im wt right? 
r-surely, surely!^ : i 

Perhaps his lordship fancied the two ^enioi^ 
i»igbt bfive tfe? h^bit of sleeping s^ftfr dkmier ; 

fpr ha ppUt^ly left them whw fei^ :hjwi taken «. 

y^y sna^U quantity of viae, laiwi :«Ql*ght t^ 
young lady, whom he cpiuld imt susipeetof 
f^i^ing the same indulgence : he fousid ber» 
where it i&i probable he had. projected sdekaig 
tier; for he bad been rather accar^ in.hifi 6h$in 
vation of the path fr<^m the draM^iDg-rtooin. in one 
9Qraer qf the hpuse, to the dinlngtfkarlour in tbe 
other. 

The necemty of setting off fbr Jjmdany tt a 
very, early hour the next mornings crxdusodf Lotd 
Montrylas'$ taking leave^ eveit 9Qoner than oil 
^he preceding eyening^ Whether he retired to 
^.st ie^^Uer,, is dJ(iother <iue|tiaa« Mr. BeUair-^ 
QiiQe^ wbo had in dvility accompanied him ta 
his in% did mt t!^\xm partit^ularty early. Bni 
s§»n^ had #ne what she ewM for the. am^e^ 
x^enit of Mr- Grant &he could do any thing, 
just now better than talk ; aad Qot)greatly ^id^hi- 
ifegt^fee'telked to; i*he luent *o bed. bofcre Her 
Mf)l«tem«d» 
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: Whtn she met her father in the momihg; he 
informed her of his arrangements. She must 
prepare to go to London directly : he had pro- 
mised to introduce her to Lord Montrylas's 
iamily;— a house would' be taken for them im* 
mediately : — ^she must not teaze Mr. Grant :-^he 
"wzs very sorry to be obliged to quit him ab- 
ruptly : but he hoped he should prevail on him 
to come to them in town« 
. It was not with her usual confidence that Ro* 
sanne looked in the face of their frieiidi when 
he joined them: she felt as if some ill return 
was milking to alt his hospitality and kindness ; 
and the conflict this feeling occasioned, when 
met by sentiQieQts of a different nature; to 
.which her novel situation gave occasion, was 
such as to force the tears into her eyes. Mr/ 
Grant perhaps taking nothing of this emotion 
to himself, but tenderly allowing more consi-r 
deration than Rosanne would have accepted, 
took her hand in silent sympathy, cleared his 
throat, and invited Beilarmine to eat. 
< V My father^' said Rosanne td herself, when 
they were standing up to separate, ^ is, I can 
see, unwilling to trust me with Mr. Grant; but 

* 

I niust speak to him. — I cannot rely on my fe- 
ther, well as I love him, as ^ntti^Iy as if he- 
had always acted on the principles that now, i 
hope, I may call his.' 

At the first opportunity, she sought her good* 
friend ; but he was not wow tlie open unre-^ 
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aerved counsellor k« \a4 been : his affection for 
I;^r wa3 not, ^ even in external appearance, di*- 
7ninf$bed;. he wished her every possible specie^ 
and degree of happiness: she could not, he 
was confident, have any thing in this world to 
gratify or distinguish her, which she would not 
deserve and grace.' He would not admit- any of 
her prophetic apologies, that her want of ac-^ 
quaintance with the world might be inconve* 
nient to Lord Montrylas: he commended her 
for the rational principle on which she entered 
on her new prospect, and advised her through 
life to keep alive that paramount interest in a 
future state, which, alone can jeconcile the pre- 
sumption of human nature to. the dispensations 
of Providence- But all this he said as to a per-^ 
son going out of his reach ; and she could not 
but feel as if, iii quitting his house, she relin- 
quished his protection. To what she said, with 
A view to efface this sad impression from her 
mind, he replied with kind assurance of never* 
ceasing regard ; hut still, still it was not like 
]Mr. Grant; it seemed as if he and Rosanne 
JBellarmine were separately existing individuals^ 
. Yet he was not offended at the suddenness^ 
with which he was to be left alone ; he accele- 
rated every thing ; and when Rosanne took her 
last walk with him in his greenhouse, the ^y 
before their departure, . his advice indicated al- 
poost impatience for her m^arriage. , « / . , / 
^ ^ You will, my child,' said he^ ^\}g^, Sl^^4 
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by ihe ittctmitiom <>f iht noWc family \^hidli 
ydu ii^tf entferingf, if they appear to yoii peboni 
tdtitg dn the mofh'fes which I hkve sten ae*» 
faaW you. I have rio dbilbt of tord Montty* 
fes: h* ifi; ra<tepfetidehtly df his great advan- 
tegel^ of birth, -person, andlhanners, all I could 
trtsh h?te; ahd I assure you I have tdketi A 
little taf(We pains than you perceive, to satisfy 
Jxipdf ^s io tlie confidence I might place iri 
kirn. But therte will be points in ilkrhich you 
^111 witflS guidance, such as ntither your fith^t 
iior I cto afford j and, in these^ I hope you Will 
flntf the ladies your assisting friends. Should 
btie ttittet^bti v^hich you will perhaps liot 
fhillfc me v6ry cbtapetent to dteirfe^requif 6 
dtscussibn, let me prepare yoilr miiid, at leas/t; 
to consider it Your loVet i^ A Sbldiisr ;-i-ilid 
the proffessiclii is, dt this moment, Such as aflfli 

hmdi to the* jdop^tdy^ of hunifin lifd-^Agaittst 

ffltS,- 1 iite^d' itot t^ll you; itiete is ntt^ defthdJ 
fot you ;— ybii miy "bt a ^tfo\<r #hrin yotl dri 
fehcyittg yoursfelf i happy tVife :— her^ ;^oii* 
Sfettte of ^eligidtt will teach you not Ohljr iht 
duty, of su'bmission, but dife comtoiori jlhidenci 
df eommiftiiig* yourself fo the will ahd wisdom 
of-ther Alfnigtrty. t am suife you will nevef atslt 
Iiorcf Montrylaii to quit his profession for ail 
WW fete, riierely f6t the ^ake^ol^ youf own ease j 
^idJ foVit'yoti for not making it art* objection. 
If all you pretty girts insisted brttlil^^ieti whd 

^Mtj^^ymB^ ghriilgr up' the^ afeftfy ' or" B&fy, we 



sU«hl . h^& B^iie bdt a fMircel . of hby%: t^ pra^ 

tect Qurcottnirj?, and. they would ItaiKr^ tit^# 

cart; for ita it ;. aild if nirne of you womid tmj^ 

men bt those professions, feimer fnkdd > teise tid 

thbm, lo.be tbas idconted;^: Horn tU ^uetftiwl 

yoa \n\l hare 1io,p6iiBidar wUl be^ :wkmiiiM 

you sifiall deikt ycait Jnslrriagd^ dnrsuii^t it tq 

takepkce duiitig hi9 lda\i^ of abseaca Yixc 

tria^ \m UM that ^isr acquaifiiante is albitrtKui 

true I' b«t a mtik m puUio needs nofe te bcviiti^ 

nii^ed as aa ofaseure individual: be iltbodi 

pledj^ed- to the i;vt)r]d as well a» to ybu. Act* 

other, of^inbn you will hear, against your skrr-^ 

iiying while Lord Montrylas's life . is «»^psed j 

it>mll be said to aggraKlate niisety ill' dasli^o^ 

misfortune. I see no reasctein^ ia tiiis < Arg^i 

ment) unless what is very selfish; If il- imtw 

advising ode of my maid^setvantSy J> ihigfbt^ 

z/isfj^t it; hut in your situaticm, £ should^ 4mm; 

snpposiitg the worst/, prefer ittoumdiiig^ iii«di^ 

eye . of the world for a hu^bandy te tfa^ rei> 

straint^ that delicacy most ittipose j(Dn.vgarie& 

wlierd tbene is bo dbVibus rektioiii . In my ovut 

oase, I never: could feel any satiBfactioax innt' 

odlectilig that iint inag2ol I lost, was -not my 

wilier; ttiy friends wete shy^ of recpgnising^thati |^ 

wfaioh it was snpposed'Wias Jiot to^be knownn^t 

Goaid 4iat teli it^^^e rfestratatwas eftenrlpiofr-' 

fttl;.iaitd<} was the woitse for/it. rittople niovl^: 

haiffe ^i^^mieAimy^ ^ ^ wif&/;'4nit>whdt 

\wialdl^faa9«* i^edv a yoy^ng^felijupv/i ^rthtL/oiAiK: 

3' v ? • "' . " ' • J 
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^tersit^ for losing his sweetheart?-— So, mj: dear 
Rosaniie> let no artificial regards influence you; 
do what you think right and feel to be jig^t } 
for your feelings are under a control that. I cart 
trust Please your lover, if you: find him de^ 
serving; oblige the family, if they trieat you 
properly; and do not trifle with that which^ 
while you and I call it good fortune^ we still 
consider as the beneficence of the Abnighty (1)/ 
-' And now came the moment of adieu to the 
giood Grant; and deeply was it felt by^ her. who 
was. so infinitely indebted to his kihdness. 
^ Write to me, my child,* said he, 'whenever 
it is pleasant to yourself to communicate what 
contributes to your happiness, or painful to 
you to conceal what may disturb it. When you 
want an adviser, consult me ; — when you want a- 
friend, command me :--and remember that my; 
house is your home, and my heart your shelter, 
if ever you need the one or the other. — ^Ahd, my* 
dear Sir, I can oiily say, that if my bluiit free;- 
dom of speech has ever offended yoii — ^if we 
have ever differed — or if I have seemed to as*: 
sume an authority over your opinions, a'reffer-* 
ence to my motives acquits me to myself as! to^ 
my intention; and, towards you, I have only/ 
to regret the want of more courtly maniners4r»/ 
GjoA knows my heart: the. best advioe J. can^ 
give to you both, seisms much easier to: folloW-' 
thau it is — consult nothing hot your ha)>pines5 ; 
bat. let. the happiness you conoid t hd of tbe; 
genuine sort/ 
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NOTE. 

* • • • . ' * 

r 

(I) Thopgh the glorious prospect with whidi the Sun of 
Kighteousness now deigns to illumine this country, may 
render superfluous many cares and anxieties that hav« 
been habitual to our minds, the unstable tenure of this 
world's peace will prevent caution from becoming imperti* 
nent, or example useless. To the usurpation under which 
France has so long groaned, we stand indebted for the 
revival of much that was torpid in our minds. Whoever 
compares the youth of our time, with those nursed in the bo* 
som of slothful peace, must perceive what has been gained by 
the chastisement of Europe ; and to the praise of good mo« 
then it must be remarked, that, even in the nursery, their 
views have included the probability that their infant sons 
would have to endure the hardships of war in the defence of 
their country. Preparatory schools have been suffered to 
correct the excessive fondness of maternal tenderness : we 
have no 'mamma's darlings* beyond the age of imperfect 
speech. Children are boys^— boys are lads— and lads are 
young men ; and the name of Briton is perhaps the highest 
distinction that birth can at this moment confer. In another, 
amongst many points that might be recollected, great im* 
provement is visible. On the noblest principles, our young 
matrons have renounced the society most dear to them ; and 
women to whom birth, youth, accomplishments, and per- 
sonal recommendations have given high pretensions, have 
cheerfully foregone them, and retired, with their young off- 
spring, into villages, (economizing, lest, the parent bird fall- 
ing the prey of the cruel fowler, the nestlings might be ex- 
posed to complicated misery. We are very fond of talking 
of the bad and the wrong — but w^ do not say enough of the 
good and the right. ' We portray vice and folly ; but virtue 
and good sense are left to be, what they will never condescend 
to become, their own eulogists. The Romans did not so : 
their historians recorded the Cornelia and the Portia, as well 
as the Sempronia and the Messalina ; — and they would not 
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hMifB paned Ofcr without 'pointiiig the mofal,' fudi an faw 
stance of domeitic virtue aa Ladjr Penelope albrda, who, de- 
voting herself to her children, leads that life which, by its 
details^ she knows will best please the absent General ; or 
auch an^xample of well-regulated attachment aa that of Eu« 
dosia, who, in her first bridal honours, fiicilitated the Colo* 
neFs departure to join his regiment on perilous servicoy and 
reserved a smile for her friends when he was gone. 
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CHAPTER LXlil. 

CiiHOLD now the travellers, whom weather and 
every circumstance had favoured, reaching, in 
very good time for dinner, the inn at which 
Rosanne had been informed they were to change 
horses for the last time, and where they were 
to stop for the night, as Lord Montrylas had 
appointed to meet them there. ' I think,' said 
Pellarmine, as they drove up, * we shall find 
fiopie of the family here, beside his lordship ; 
for herp are foar horses just taken from a landau 
with .coronets.' 

■ 

Lord Montrylas coming out, confirmed the 
supposition f his father, and mother, and sister, 
were that instant arpved. 

* O!' th)3yght: Jlosanne, ^ awful as this is, 
how much it spare? ma! What kind attention !' 

Her introduction )f as facilitated by all that 
condescension, and knowledge of what was due 
to a young woman not greatly u§ed to the world, 
could contribute. But Lord Brentlejgh was so 
in the habit of doing polite things, that to have 
omitted this, would have been painful tq him^ 
self ; and his countess was so accustomed to do 
kind things, that in her management they seem-* 
led to do themselves. 

Perhaps she had made too large allowances 

o S 
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for a lover*s favourable eye; — she might have ex* 
pected something that would call for only all 
her tenderness : she might have expected a very 
pretty daughter-in-law d^ct; for there was some 
^urprise^ as well as great humanity /in her coun- 
tenance, when she received Rosanne; and if 
3he might have spoken, she looked very much 
as if she would have said, * I never saw a crea^- 
ture that better justified a young man's choice/ 

The characteristic of the earVs deportment 
was kindness ennobled: his acceptance of her 
was cordial, and with the added charm of that 
graciousqess which nothing but rank has a 
right to assume: and when Rosanne returned 
thanks for the trouble thus voluntarily taken for 
^ lier sake, he said, * The friends of such a son 
must be the friends of his father ;' and Lady 
Brentleigh added, * You owe me no thanks, my 
dear Miss Bellarmine ; I acted at the risk ef mis- 
taking your wishes, when I asked myself what, 
if I were a stranger, would most make me for- 
get I was so : if we have succeeded, we are 
repaid/ 

* What a use,' thought Rosanne, * this is of 
superiority! — ^how happy it is for the* Nobo- 
dies when the Somebodies put out a hand to 
them!' 

Of Lady Agnes Byram, ^ the haughtiest of 
all haughty dames,' as Mr. Gass had ignorantly 
described h^r, Akenside drew the portrait," whea 
\ie said 
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< Thus doth beauty dwell 
Ihere most conspicuous, e'en in outward shapd^ 
Where dawns the high expression of a mind.* 

Rosanne perhaps did not appear, even in this 
groupe> to disadvantage. A little awe— *a ge- 
nuine humility — might give a tremulous adcent 
,to her tongue, and prevent that perfect use of 
Jier power to charm, which Lord Montrylas 
^new her to possess ; but if she lost a pre-emi- 
jnenc^, she acquired an interest. She felt most 
gratefully, that persons, much her superiors, had 
made her ease their care; and, under the guidance 
of the laconic precept, ^ Honour to whom ho- 
nour/ she. was in no danger of offending : and 
■there was something too affectionate in this 
care, there was too much good will in the be* 
haviour of every one, to make the kindness fek 
as oppressive* 

The following noon introduced her to 
the very eligible dwelling which Lady Brent- 
leigh' had engaged for Mn Bellarmine, which 
was so near the earl's as to admit of the 
^ easiest intercourse. Under Lady Brentleigb's di- 
. rection, Rosanne took her place with great pro* 
priety, as mistress of her father's house: she 
^as not igporant: she was not conceited ; and 
she was soon a favourite with all those to whom 

ahe most wished to recommend herself. -The 

' * • • . . 

youngest son of the family, whom she had seen 
VI K^nl:, . came home on purpose to pay re- 
spect to. her: the second son, Captain By ram, 

o 3 
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was acquiring honour on the 'ocean. Tlie pa- 
rents and children lived on the best terms, not 
as is the general criterion of domestic happiness, 
like brothers and sisters ; for this, as it implies 
receding in one party from their natural limit, 
and advancing in the other beyond it, can never 
be just; but they lived as parents and children 
ought to do, the one exercising gentle autho- 
rity, the other oflfering liberal submission ; and 
as this was right in itself, it was good in its 
effects. 

The introduction afforded by such a family 
would have placed Rosanne in the best society 
the metropolis affords; and as, in their friend^ 
ships, moral worth, founded on its only sure ba- 
sis, had directed their choice, their table was 
filled, and their evenings spent at home were 
enlivened, by a few persons of the best preten- 
sions. But there was about Bellarmine a shy- 
ness of mankind ; and he rather checked than 
encouraged what the countess would have doni; 
for Rosanne. lire plea on which he declined 
putting her forward, wasHuich as raised him still 
higher in the estimation of the family ; and Ro- 
sanne was delighted to see the respect and afiec* 
tion towards her father, without which none 
manifested for herself could be acceptable. 

Lord Brentleigh had spoken on the subject of 
ranU, with that spirit of dispensation which his 
son had reported him to possess; on that of 
money he had shown himself equally indifferent; 

6 
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but perh^ips he waMtill more precise than he bad 
been represented in his requisitions of untainted 
hloodf Bellarmine uttered no falsity ; but^ so* 
«ut« as be deemed himself in his intrenchments^ 
he as&umed coiifidence, and ventured, with an 
imitation of candour and submission that called 
for praise from the unsuspicious, to recommend 
every degree of cijFcumspection that could sar 
tisfy the family : ' his long residence in France 
vajB unfortunate; but he trusted there was 
hardly any oue foe ^pme miles round Chateau^ 
Vicq» who would not certify much more than 
he should think necessary to trouble his lordship 
with : the life of a hypochondriac recluse did 
not afiprd much, even for envy to coipment on; 
and he believed th^t. the educiation of his daugh- 
ter,, as it had be^ the business of his life, justi*- 
fied his thinking hi^r worthy of Lord.Montry^ 
las!s flatteqng partiality/ Lord Brentleigh recol- 
lected he was speaking to a gentleman^ and could 
go no farther. 

In this state of things, there was wantiug^ to 
the perfect ease of mind pf Bellarm^ne, an opi- 
nion to. set against that of the good Grant, who 
had.uot particularly. recommended himself, by 
writiug, M his first leisure, on the disagreeable 
subject of differenoe between them: time and disr 
tance had not abated his z^, nor altered his vie^ir 
ot the peril into which his friend was rushing and 
leadk^ his daughter;. and, but for the iidmirable 

expediwt of consulting Frederic^ it might have 

o 4 
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Odciifred sometimes to bis fency unpleasantly : 
he wanted some one who could persuade him 
to think himself right: he wanted someone who 
could supply the deficiency of sel&approbation; 
Frederic possessed this power, and used it 

* 

most liberally when called for. The case was 
stated — how, may be guessed — the answet re^ 
quired was obvious ; and Mr. Gass soon sMtled 
the knotty point, by a decided negative to the 
question of necessity, and by quoting * that 
'Sensible dictum,' as he called it, of those honest 
fellows, Messieurs Meum find Tuumi * Caveat 
emptor.' He descanted with fluency on the duty 
of parents to their children, gave a sigh tb the 
m^mofy of his ^ dear fellow,' whom he had 
buried at Christmas ! he considered the * nice 
tact^ demanded by the changes every day tak* 
ing place in opinions on all subjects, and seemed 
to account as the perfection of ethics, the acute 
discrimination between the fit season for being 
honest, and the many seasons more propitious 
to the policy of the world. When Bellarmine's 
formation of his features to reply^ told him t6 
be cautious, he drew a strong line before his ar^^ 
guments, and made them fall back : — k^ lament- 
ed the necessity of ever approaching even within 
sight of the boundary; but the fault rested with 
others; and, in the present instance, it was the 
pridie of the house of Byram alone that cQuld be 
blamed : «^ ' had they been candid and liberal^ 



Others might be open; as matters stood, they 
imposed the mode of treating with them/ 

If there remained a scruple in the mind of 
Bellarmine after the operation of all this elo* 
quence, it was completely removed by the clos- 
ing recollections, that • it was now too late to 
recede ;' that ^ publicity and ridicule would be 
attracted by such methodism ;' and, above all, 
by a strong question, whether a man had a right 
thus to injure his daughter — and ' such a daugh- 
ter !' Mr. Gass did not exactly say, * I Mrish that 
daughter out of my way :' he only candidly stated 
what he himself would do, and expressed the 
highest respect for Miss Bellarmine. Confidlsnce 
in his judgment was increased by previous dis- 
position; and that in his disinterestedness, was 
not impeached by imprudent precipitation ; for 
though it was ebb-tide with his hopes and spe- 
culations, he forbore the disclosure. 

Poor Grant sunk some degrees low^r in Bel* 
larmine's appreciation after this conference : his 
motives, indeed, were unimpeachable ; his zeal 
and anxiety claimed gratitude : — it was only his 
knowledge of the world of the present day that 
could be impeached ; and this only by the ad- 
v6cates for the mutable character of moral 
virtue. ^ 

- * T is pity,' said Mr. Gass, * but you will 
always find it thus, that religion unfits ^ man en- 
tirely for business.'—* I fear so,' said Bellaimine. 
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X^ Rofi^nn^ there was no ^^hang^ unless in? 
crease of regard in the calm recqllection of Mr. 
Grant's, virtues, coqld be accounted change. She 
wrote him details of all that occurred to her: she 
desjcrib^d the few public amusements which she 
was allowed to partake; she wrote whatever 
could amuse or give him pleasure on general 
subjects, and, of her own particular interests, all 
that she had courage to put on paper : but the 
aversion to egotism, and her respect for his time 
of life, took from her letters all appearance of 
their being written by the idol of the fiyram fa- 
mily* Of her father's shyness to introduce her^ 
she spoke as if seeking for the cause, and of the 
leisure it allowed her to write to him, with gra* 
titude. 

It could i)Lot long be cpncealed from her ob- 
servation, that correspondence between her fa- 
ther and Mr. Grant had ceased, and that the 
mention of thair friend's name was no longer 
agreeable. Bellarmine seemed to wish to throw 
the blame on Grant ; but when Rosanne, in her 
next letter, said, * Something, my dear Sir, 
makes me fear you are angry,' he replied imme-^ 
diately, * How often arcf we supposed angry» 
when the only feeling of our hearts is that of 
the deepest regret that we cannot do all th^ 
good possible!' Every subsequent expression 
testified to the steadiness of his friendship; — ^no 
letter came without bearing in its conclusion thc( 
repetition of the kindest offers of service— the 
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most truly fatherly recognition of every pre- 
vious promise. He charged her never to rest in 
any doubt or difficulty without applying to him ; 
and he ended with the assurance that none but 
her father's anxiety for her could vie with his.— 
With thiS) she was obliged to rest content, b€^- 
cause beyond it she could obtain nothing. 

But if she had her vexation, she ha4 great en* 
joyments. Nothing could exceed the [kindness 
of the family into which she was to be adopted. 
Lord Montrylas won daily on her good opinion. 
His father was a father to her, and Lady Brent^ 
leigh was not kinder to her own daughter. Lady 
Agnes was gratified in the prospect of having a 
sister-in-law whom she. could so perfectly love; 
andHosanne fancied she wanted little of complete 
happiness, but that her father should be less re- 
served. She knew not that this reserve contri- 
buted to her peace, for it concealed the fact that 
the current of expense flowed faster than the 
fbuntain rose, and that Frederic was introducing 
his favourite policy of * the Crow and thePitcber' 
into her father's pecuniary concerns. It was 
easy to keep her ignorant of this : her grandmo^ 
ther's bequest, of which she was now in pos- 
session, more than met alt her personal wants; 
and care on her father's brow was too common 
to make her inquisitive. He lived in the most 
perfect, regular decency, with the liberality of 
a hrge income^ and the decorum of a well-bred 
man. < 
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They had returned together from a lieigli* 
bouring chapel on a Sunday early in April, and 
JBellarmine had been some time gone into the 
park on horseback) when, as BosanAe was sit- 
ting alone reading, the jservant introduced a lady 
of the middle time of life. She was announced 
as Lady Lucretia Sinister, and instantly on her 
entrance professed herself the most intimate 
friend of the late Mrs. Bellarmine, while, with 
something like tears of fond recollection, she 
^contemplated the likeness to her which she traced 
in Rosanne's features. She accounted for her 
visit by naming. Mr. Gass as having informed 
•h^r where she might find Miss Bellarmine. 

Bosanne's curiosity respecting her deceased 
parent had liot worn out; but every attempt she 

' made to satisfy it, had been so repelled by her 
father, that, nearly in life, she had learnt to sup- 
pose the subject distressing to him; and there- 
fore, first fearing his displeasure, which had been 
excited by lier attempts, and then tender of in- 
flicting pain, she felt the prudence and the ne- 
cessity of forbearance. If Mademoiselle Cos* 
sart was in the secret of any thing so little^ 

^ av((akeuing as the abdication of a wife in Paris, 
it must be concluded that some penalty was an- 
nexed to any communication ; for, to all Bo- 
sanne's questions concerning her miotber, she 
never answered more decidedly than by \ Ah ! 

• •— ryour poor mamma, and your dear papa^be 
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* 

hat mourned indeed ! *-^ she was a charming 
niroman/ 

The plan Bellarmine had devised and adhered 
to, in bringing up his daughter, had perfectly 
secured her from hearing of her mother's diS* 
grace : undefined feeling had suggested this cau*^ 
tipn ; but it was now rendered more than ever 
requisite, by the avowed pretensions of Lord 
Montrylas, and the scrupulosity of his family; 
and that which was heretofore a care, was grown 
into a necessity, Bellarmine, in thinking on the 
risk he ran, enumerated to himself the instances 
that had ever occurred in his knowledge of aii 
awkward truth told point-blank, without prpvo-p 
ration, to the person whom it would most injure* 
v^Some few there might be, but they were few-^ 
so few as not to admit of that parallax of com* 
putation which brought the danger within the 
sphere of probability, 

But he could not, though nearly half satisfied 
on this point, always dismiss a feeling, half re^ 
gret and half repentance, that he had not, at th^ 
time when she most opposed his wishes, in- 
formed her of the worst that she could hear, 
^ Perhaps,' thought he, ^ she would have borne 
it better at that time than she can at any other : 
— when her enthusiasm opened new prospects 
to her, and other romantic piety was striving to 
earn its reward, I do not know whether I might 
not have trusted her with her mother's indiscre*- 
tion ; but then what could I have said of Qiy 
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own ? No, no ; better, better be silent— she may 
never know it — I have annihilated every vestige 
of it that my death could put into her hands/j 

But this visit of Lady Lucretia's threatened 
destruction to all caution; and as Rosanne, 
charmed by her kindness, interested by the re-» 
gard she expressed for one whom she knew not 
that it was blameable to lament, and rejoicing 
in an opportunity of gaining information as to 
her mother's history and death, was as ready to 
bear as her new friend was to communicate, 
there would have been no doubt of the event of 
the n^xt five minutes, had not the narrator, like 
some prolix historians, who think they can never 
say enough while there is any thing to say, gone 
back a generation or two, to describe not only 
the commencement of her friendship with Mrs. 
Bellarmine, but those circumstances of her own 
birth, which brought them within the distance 
at which bodies can act on each other : this lead* 
ing her up to her father and mother's wedding, 
with a few particulars of the obstacles to it^ 
resulting from parental opposition, founded on 
a crazy clause in the will of her mother's grand- 
father, and the odd ificident in his early life 
which occasioned that clause, gave time for the 
entry of Bellarmine, before his wife had made 
her appearance on the stage. — A folio page of 
various thought was printed on his forehead, 
when he, rather hastily, entered the room, in- 
formed hy the servant who had let him in, how 
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it was occupied ; but his presence of mind was 
at home— in a tone that his daughter had almost 
forgotten he could use, he ordered her to quit 
the room, and then frankly informed her lady- 
ship, that, as it was his wish that Rosanne 
should never hear of the imprudence of her mo- 
ther, he must decline the honour of her visits to 
his daughter. This was an affront not to be en- 
dured by a woman of quality, who had not ail 
atom of reputation to spare, and who had pro- 
posed to herself in this visit, the probability of 
becoming chaperon, if not something nearer, to 
Miss Bellarmine. Her ladyship's rank was great; 
but her purse was fluctuating, and often slender; 
and she would not, in its existing circumstances, 
have hesitated to eke out its contents by a little 
comfortable domestication. Any favour of the 
kind, she might have accepted without wound- 
ing her pride, as it was known that a very short 
time, and the prescription of a little rum and 
milk in a morning, a spoonful of brandy in his 
tea, a little weak Hollands and water occa- 
sionally, with preparations from the apothe- 
cary's whenever he felt low, to say nothing of 
evening dinners, must remove out of her way to 
distinguished wealth, her brother, the high and 
eighty prince, our right trusty and right en- 
tirely beloved cousin, his Grace the Duke of 
Rockweed. 

Bellarmine had dressed what he had to 
yay in th^e least olBensive terms; but no skill of 
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pharmacy can overcome some flavours — ^the pur* 
port was perceived, though the phrase was cau* 
tious, and he had scarcely concluded, when her 
ladyship's dark eye, and darker brow, told how 
^he felt the implied exclusion. Loud and deep 
might have been her resentment, and Rosanne, 
even shut into her dressing-room as she was, 
awaiting, in nameless terror, the issue of she knew 
pot what, might have known all, had not Bel- 
larmine possessed the power to intimidate. After 
a few high expressions, the lady suffered him to 
ring the bell, and, putting her into the bands of 

her footman, to bow her out 

» 

He then sent a message to his daughter, re* 
questing to see her ; and trying to compose her 
farmed look, as she entered the room, he, with 
an appearance of more candour than he ventured 
on, told her, that, in her increasing knowled^ 
of the world, she would fiod that family-con- 
nexions, the power of deception, or 8ometim^9 
prudential considerations, brought into the con* 
tact of acquaintance, persons not at all of si- 
milar dispositions; that circumstances had in* 
d^d made her mother and Lady Lucretia Sir 
pister early friends, but that her ladyship's 
conduct had, for some years past, been such as 
would reflect no credit op her acquaintance { 
that, inexperienced and young as Rosanne wafi, 
nothing but the prospect of Lady Brentleigh'^ 
kindness, had encouraged him to bring her to 
Lopdon; thiS| he said, had not failed his ex* 
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je^:teticps^- hnt it'A44ed^^other reason tp the 
ipany already aubai^tii^ fpr. Ijer bein^ pa:^tip!i| 
^Ldy,|CautioiAsin the. a^quaiptance she form^iL 
^jbiqh be had^lr^c^y toldh^r, apd now repeated 
mu$t have. , ^n4ivi(Jually bis specifiq satijctipiji^ 
iypx ^44^4 tp the introductipn of Lady Bfentt 
l^b' Lady I»^c^etia wa? but one of a host of 
worthle^fl wpww, w\\q w^r? yery prudently de- 
*;coU3 to wsparip tbii inripccpt for theif' pw^ 
jtemporaxy f:w^it ; anfi. h§ enjpm^d his daughter 
fjajtbpr to appear, i^Qt to j^qpUQpt hqr, than: t p |i^ 
ijBjeR ^e^piiiiig eyexi her slightest civilities. \^ 
p^i]pf^l r weight WM ppw r^mpved ftoiu Rp*^ 

^pjipe'g ]Wij(id. It was np ^ardship tp h«r tp 
'^ofljke sbe wpyld neither Ipvct npr osteejn tha^ 
Khich was tjot estimable. . She cojiyipQed W 
j^tb^r, tb^t biei Qommanded pnly that whiqb sh^ 
;j»ij5ljfid tp ^o i and keeping what had parsed %<f 
jiej;9eij^.»9jeQPUegtipn9f ]Udy tupretia clpude^ 
^e Bew.happi.iie§s pf faS;b. day .9j>ept. with tjip 
^Wily of liprd Mpntryjas. 
.^ Perhaps *pffle of J^s^nne'sL pp^t agr^e^yip 

2«^i»r5, were pa*5$d with, pnly the ladie? of tbi,3 
l^pppivabje ho^isfi, w.hftn tb« countess wpuld add 
,tp her litjtle JitpcH pf co^nmoii iAformat^on^ pf , 
^ J^dy Ag»es wa^ .entirely put of bearing, t.fU 

why ^T. dear da\3^ghi^r v^^as ^p. ^?;aoj.is to eniplpy^ 
«yf ry flpiQm,ent~a»d yh^^ alap ! ala9 ! 3^e feared 
fibp Rpvejr would warry. • I do not j^/«A hpr tp 
wajry^' siaid 3be:/.?bp.mi9y be yery usgful 'm 
./a fiflgie iiie. I am jure $he \yiU be yefy ^poji 

VOL. oi. p 



r. '.1 



iti6 R'OS'A'NN*. 

m any situation : ajid, on the whqte^' lolvril 
likci to see such a woman setting the example, 
I know she Will, df maiden e^cdellfence : Tjiit I 
am sorry Agnes has been disappbjnted-^I zvi 
feorry that the inconsistency of a human bein^ 
has given. her cause to distrust huma^h liatute-^ 
I am sorry she has seen a sensible elegknt man; 
steady in every thing laudable till thirty, and 
then, by the seduction of a visit to a friend^ 
approaching very rieai^'to the Character of a 
libertine land a gambler,* two' dharaKTters,' ealcS 
of which is detestable to 'm6. Yet I '6ught 
not (p regret it, when it has afforded 'her aa 
opportunity she never, otherwise might have 
had, to show hpw she can support one of 
the severest trials a, young person' meets Mritii 
in the world.. Agnes exercised ^e truest cha- 
rity : she believed; she hoped, as long as she 
Tiad ah excuse for either jbiit,^ when' once <Jon- 
Viixced, the struggle was short and the triumph 
complete — her esteerh was gone; arid, though 
she did not withhold her sincereSt pity, her 
good sense told her with which feeling hef love 
ought to abide. She adniitted all that Lbrd 
Robert had to say in extenuation : btit whett 
she asked him what prdte<?'tion a wbman was tb, 
hope from a man who could not, ai these years, 
protect himself, he had nothing to say. Her 
father and I, kno^ving what is accounted our 
family-failhig, scrupulosity of honour, OP per- 
kapii -I - ftay say, pride, were fearful that hex* 



mart mlglit break in the resolution to Conform 
to' Our Meais. We, therefore, in but conversa- 
tions with her, endeavoured to lower out preten- 
sions and to admit the license of the times; we 
thought) kt least, if our doing so had no othef 
effect^ it would anttcii>ate any distra<iting con-^ 
sid^rattoas Whkrh bet own feelings might sug- 
gest, or she might be obliged to hear ; but it 
was to no purpose — her high opinion was gone ; 
Lord > Robert's principle was as much corrupt- 
^ as hJs practice; and though, for the sake 
bf Agnes; virhom I may say no man could love 
and c^aie to love, he might have Returned t<^ 
habits > of decency, she n^ust haV^e been dis- 
graced, and her happiness mU£(t have been pre- 
carious ; for such a young woman as my daugh- 
t$t can 'never be supposed capable of accept- 
ing the sacrifice of some hea.dlong passion, ill 
lien* of thos^ blessings which cannot be dis-* 
pensed with* She was early taught that ne- 
teiftsary acdotnplishmieiit in this world, and more 
particularly necessary to persons of rank, the 
control of her inclinations; and having assisted 
her in this important point, we had tio trouble 
with her as she grew up : her hibits of thinking 
and reading, which, guided by the good sense 
of her father, and my humble endeavours, were 
made the best we could give her, hive formed a 
mind not to be imposed on by the world or 
Ijerself. She never hesitates at the renuncia- 
tjon of aay d^iog ever so agreeable, if the mo- 

?8 
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^ye to reaeuncipg it.bc;'« sense of 4^ty. Bet 
choice^ li^et tai&\e, is to seek^ to ^p^ir^ue, nd 
tp ^dopt what is Tight If this is attended with 
pl^afaa t circumataBce^ it is, w ith her^ m much 
^use for gtatitude ; if the circutnflanc^s are 
U£y>leafiaiit, ^e coi^si^s hersolf ^ ^ gainef 
anoth^ w,9iy^ aaa4 sjpei$^ ^ai)isfieid« Jt k it^B.thia 
|}^iiici{)le: th^tt you ^0 Ames's ocwcluict so conr 
sis^l^Qitx aj94 hjer tenAper .^o ev€».' . 
. In a 'Shdrt time? 9«ti ve itlg0n^QO1S|leiss» ok" thfe 
iraiyt of »k«ow^dge of th^ ; world by practice 
jbetrayod to. L^dy fA^ne^, tfa^t har yov^ ffieiid 
K/ias in Ibe «ecr«t of Ihe ^li^fortuiie that had 
OttQe clQitd^b^ri^npqpmdss./ ' 14(1 nM regret/ 
s^d sjie,: * lha|t:Hiy injotbier iitfoi»ed y^\i of iftf 
woifVl rather y<M;i ^oi^U hessivAt kwi us, llia& 
from t^o^e who c^^i^ot koow thencifoanMitances 
)^cural;ely : -ikbe oj^ly isiywt 1 9^ 4n;^U ca^ea 
^h^re I Bffi a pairty conq^^d, 1^9 <to be dj:k)weii 
t9 tell my 4>wflL rstoiy : w4 ^joughij /hSv^^Sf 
4alic^y, aii4 perhaps my ^id6, ^ ^wf^l ^ tbt 
^i^st iFesprved, I ^so abhor.^ ^my^t^y^.,! Ifeimlf 
]t^ world hajs.soch a i%ht toihe s^l^ed of th^ 
cimduci; of : those who cenipose it, th^t I mouid 
tell any tbii^^ rajther tliaii Ii^rve It suppdsdd I 
wtaar a veil to hide €fome 6^$s^tmity* It as. 09 
stigma to have iDeen d^^e^ved oi" ^isflppom.teidj 
and I am persuaded that^evsii twenty yeara 
hencei I ah^ll feel it np disgrace ^9 he iuitmaiv 
jjed. ^o|^ith*ta»dii|g aU -th^t can be .s^id of 
the ilUbor^lity <>f the woxld^ tb0 coaditioa of 
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single \T<»neii m this country is viift^h to^odedi 
my mothca: aay^, withiu t]>ese few years j ^nd 
as I isuppose the ameiMlmeiit is the cofijseiquenc^ 
of their impoovetnent, the vrorld ma^t be called) 
isL this point, just If theri3 ev6t w^ 9. ticae 
when siingle women w^r0 what they a^e de^ 
scribed as. having been, go^sips^ ignq^aqt ^n4 
idle, die CDoveyers of scandal afed the, fkl^ricai- 
ters of fakcbood) it was. fit that, at that tjine, 
they should be regarded as the pests of sbeiety ; 
liiit now, when I see many in confidential s^tv^ 
ations which Booe but themselvesi could fiU, 
aiid discharging very ant Lous duties in a man^ 
ner highly honourable to them — eveti taking 
OMt of their merits the gobd use.tli^y may 
have made pf their larger portion, of leisure, 
I feel no reluctance toi bjeing of their cojtpjsi, and 
it ^ill be matter of solicitude with nte ixtw^' 
to disgrace them.' 

* But you may still marry, Lady Agues,' said 
kosanne, * and, I hope, be happy, with some 
one sensible of your worth/ , . . 

M might perhaps marry,' said Lady :Agne$| 
' and I do not proclaim that I will not, I cato 
believe it very possible and very J^roper, that a 
woman may marry on different motives from 
those on Which she had formed a first attach- 
ment ; and as J have a decided aversion to ro^ 
mance of all kinds, I am hot likely to make 
rash vows against doing what common seuAQ 
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approves : but, as to myself, I feel like a*per«f 
son whose palate has been spoiled or taste 
warped by one flavour or one habit. I have 
often told my dear father I will accept the fir&t 
toan I can like; but this he takes for a rer 
fusal to marry. And then/ said her ladyship, 
shuddering, ' think lum I have been deceived ; 
to whom can / give credit — whrni can / trust V 
When Rosanne expressed her deep toncem in 
this misfortune, Lady Agnes took on herself t0 
console her. * You arc mistaken,' said she, * if 
you think me unhappy, I am so thankful thaj^ 
I was warned in time ! It may be a severe trial 
to be called on to renounce the. sunshine of pu^ 
existence : but what is it to live in a storm, or 
in dread of an eartliquake ! To part with out 
lover, may be grievous ; but aee what it is, . ti^t 
to be able to part with some husbands.. I am 
not one of those doves that think matrimony 
makes all things sweet. I am very thankful 
that I am not the wife^f the man I loved, 
as much, I believe, as I could love a human 
being ; and I am certain Providence decrees 
best for us, though sometimes we are called to 
hard duty. Then, when I look round and see 
what those are who have undergone a fate at all 
similar to mine ; and, believe me, there are more 
such unfortunate damsels than you would sup- 
pose — their example encourages me : . for they 
all seem to me the wiser, and the better for it*-^ 
O ! I have seen such examples !* 
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iME wore,;- and the pe^io4 of Lord Montry- 

l^^'s l^ve of absence had but six weeks to run, 
when the question which .Mr. Grant had for^^ 
9eep, arpse between the- families; and whethet" 
^liss Bell armine preferred awaiting his return—*, ♦ 
which wa.3. uncertain a^ to time^ and uncertaiii 
qn a morp serious contingency — or .would meet 
Jijs wishes, and those of bis family, by cpns^pth 
jng to an immediate marriager— was a choice to 
be proposed to her by her father. Any thing 
^parently arbitrary on his part, would hsfVQ 
been unpleasant tp the Byram family : he there- 
fore reserved it for a tfete-i.-t6te with Rosatine, 
to tell her, but very kindly, that, circum- 
stanced as he was, he could hardly give. her ai; 
much latitude of decision as the family pffered,; 
he had particular reasons fpr wishing her, ana 
eve^ urgiqg herj to beco^n9,the.\vife of Lprd 

J^Ipatrylasb€ifor,ehequi^tpj4,,i4^ ^ ', 

; * I will ccrtaiuiy obej yoy, ipy.de^r father— 7 

but— you do npt .doybl^ ^^^ Mpntry ^^jT"^--?* 

SNo, far frori): it; every day inpi:w§efl piy ► 
regard for him, ajid ^my hjippi^iessiuttbus dis* 
poking of you. - But Lhave njai^ reasons fpf it ; 
it wUl plfice you, in his .absence, n>pre pbvjou§ly • 
^nder Lad^ firentleigh*s protection— it will 

?4 






lessen my anxiety— it will prevent offers to yon; 
—and it will greatly increase your liberty/ 

Bellannine ret^rned to the family an answer 
of compliance^ which his arguments, aided by 
Mr. GrajDt's wishes, had readily obtained froqf^ 
Hii daughter ; aiid the vivacity of preparation 
tifu&'a^ded to the che£rliilne$i^ of fto^aime's tem^ 
pfcrateliffe. ' 

She now liaised iifeaVly ill h^r titn* with'th^ 
CQuritess and Lady Agnes. t.otd Moritfytak 
^avc to her every txiinute that he <i'oiild snaitch 
htixti \ constant successioii of occupational 
^Miy 1 fend you with my motlier/he would say 
hii quitting hef,' * when 1 return ?-Hft)r |)6Aaj)^ 
ttik f inie it Will tak6 , Ai* to get tb your hou^e^ 
iWll be hialf of that I fcah command.' Hosahne'^ 
simplicity of obedienbe 'Was amusing to Lady 
Br^htl^igh, wh6 had seen many instances of ^ 
contrary behaviour. It Was received as persTon^l 
obligation by Lady Agnes, and by him whom 
|t mofet interested, With a feeling that Would 
have 'repaid far greater sacrifibe^ to his eo'lnibf t; 

• I aril oiity toohappy,*^ saSd Rosainne, iii'6oii- 
cludinga gtateftil lettfer to Mr. Gi^intV^yott 
must exeift ill' yorfr care for lioe, thit triy Wd 
may not be turned. 1 endeavour to femieinbet 
i^e tmceftMiiity df worldly h^ppin^fesi^/and to 
keep i^y hbpes fixed on thkt which is petma* 
iifeht;'but still 1 iftay, if; you do not warn in4 
jforgeL in thir fetijoy ments arouiid me, tlje'Hiiw 
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^at sa Messes m^. Pi'dyy if y^ s^ the l^s^ 
symptem of this baseness^ admonish me.' - 

In a ftw days after the time for her tiAtrh^ 
was arranged, Lord Montrylas, to i^|:>are hi« 
fathet trouble, went into the wtst of fetigtand 
on some important fam ily-concerh, Beltarlnind 
was vexed at it ; but Rosanne, knowing that it^ 
in some measure, respected her settlements, and 
tliat the motive to it was consideration for th6 
tearl, behaved with perfect propriety. It made 
no other • difference than depriving her Of hi* 
company : he wrote daily ; and his family weni 
all attei^tion to her. •. - -^ 

That it disturbed her lather, was evident i 
but it did not occasion all the disturbance she 
iaw in him. His aiixieties were daily intreasing 
On the situation iiDto which he had suffered him- 
self to be drawn by Mr. Gass, and by the? kty\t 
of life he had thought it requisite to assume. 
The caution hfe considered necessary to keeping 
Frederic out of the sight of the Byram$^ gav* 
an alarm to his coiihtenance, if be was called out 
of the room when cither of the ladies 'waij 
with his daughter ; and* Rosanne was rtoii]ide4 
6f the mixed lot of mortals by this jrlrawbiaekL 
tm her perfect felicity. Still it was tfeiiipdrary •; 
And to remedylt was out of her power. 

She had goiie to Lord Brentleigh*s one lot^y 
norning; at rathefrati earlier hour than usual, ex^ 
|«etfi^ to find the ladies at home: they were 
Umi ; %lrt having feft ti tequest that «he Woi^d, 
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iC 4fe cAMed, wait; ft^r tbeni> she f^^ down in th4 
drawing^rooAii threw off her ^onqet,. and took 
il{) 4;liewsrp$I>er, Ip this situation of ^^ and 
ynan^jous expectation, fihe had been but a short 
tili)#^,whep a servant, who had tiot seen hev 
Cpme in^ ^nd yrzs not aware that she was in the; 
h0use, intfoducf d a gentleman. . Perceiving her, 
ib^ maQ apologized, and said, a, gentleman wished 
tp se^ the ladies^ and would wait there, as Lord 
S^eutlqgh ^vas not at hom^. :$he had only tq 
jrise; curtsey, and sit dowu again in silence* 
^h^ gentleman I)py?fed, w?ilked across the lower 
end of the room, and was lost to hj^r sight m 
ih§ r^e^s.of the fartl^est window;. 

■ What shall. I 4q ^' said Kosanne to herself i 
-rr' this ^s. awkward — -I cannot speak ^rst — I 
liayp a, good mind tp go-~but perhaps this wou^ 
Jb^rude.' w 

, What ^^e might Ipave dome is upcertaip, btit sh^ 
|v?^§nj;ly, found herself ^lirected by the stranger!s 
.njq,xt ipov,^.: he capiq forward Ifromhis recess, very 
,^iff(t^€int iii.^countenan^e from wharthe appeared 
.0P/ei)tef ing the room : , be was thep, though of 
t^tfeer B, grave aspect for a young ip^n, so pr^- 
j>o#$e$$^iiQg, that Rosfti^ne ip a mcxn^^t had invor 
^uut^dly ^^^ciated him and l^dy Agnes in hi^ 
ideas ; but n^ow.hp ya^ P^l^f*, lojoked distressefj^ 
and extremely like somebody whom she. had 
x>nceseen and could not call to mind. ^ , .^^ 
:, Advancing, a very few steps, ije ^d alpwd^ 

3 
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looked Up on his moving. ' Surprised, but jnol 
alarmed; she might have said, probably, that 
«he could not recollect where ihky had met 
before, though of the fact she Mras certain ; but 
this trouble was s^ved her by his proceeding tQ 
say, with an expression of a! most i^tellige^$ 
countenance that told what had been, as well a^ 
what was, *'You cannot recollect me, unless 
you temember a poor crtoture of the name of 
Johnson^ — I am he.* 

Sheuwas informed indeed, and she needed no 
fkrther information ; but in a moment she sayr 
the uiilimi ted power this accidental meeting had 
over her destiny. • She knew not what question 
first to ask. Did Sir Tancred know the family? 
-^Did they know the situation to which he ha4 
been reduced? and by whom he and; his family 
had been distressed P— *Did he Jknow her situa- 
tion?— ^the danger in .which he put her?-^ 
What could she think ? — ^What might she tell 
'him? 

She could not speak, it was impossible; for 
the first word might be that which her father 
pould least approve : she had not hin[i to 
i'esort to ; she rose, took her bonnet, and the 
quivering on her lips told that unutterable dis- 
tress banished her. At last, recollecting that 
even flight was not safety, she s^id, 'Sir, if you 
* mention in this house that you know my father 
-r-he will never be happy ^gaiu.'^ 

Sir T^nicred stopped her as she advanced : he 
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lock her haxxd, aiid geatly veMcfriQg her to^h^T 
leftt, said, ^ Do not be alaitaed ; I see whatdis- 
ti^essos^ ycm— *-you have otoly toj s^y, my dear 
itfadaiti) if the family cottie in on us« th^t you re* 
collect meeting. me at Swan, park ; say Bothing 
ttoicf. I hope/ however, J ahgU have: time. tc> 
ti^sure' you, you and yotii? eso^Uent. father are 
perfectly safe^ and may rely on; ray honour — ^nay^ 
rather oti my sense of what the Author of aU 
good demands from one whd. h^$ sp much cauae 
to be gratefuL-^I ani ndt, I hope^ spying more 
thto I ought to you/ 

* No/ said she — * you itiay say any; thing.' 

• Motfitryla^/ continued he^ ! is my. friendry 
the family Iw^e beea more thftfv friends to-fld^^ 
Hhiey never heard your father^ nam^ £cofn. iq& 
tfof should' id^y ever hear it, evpu were you oi^t 
'of the <|Ue«io«. I know them:.. I knowi— not 
their '/a^i*^; but their , Righ pretmsiQ^'r--Sind ^ 
'iidnout it/ : .. .. 

' O ! it is impossible,' said Rosanne, * thatyoji 
' ckn be their friend^ anid they not knew-?— -they 
wust Imve heard of my ; fftther's*-— 7 O! hoyr 
shall I bfeatJ it ?— K)r they will hear, of it. My 
father will die^ I am sure^ if it is^. spoken of— it 
will kill him instahtly/ \ / . 

^They have not h^ard— they will notjhe^r-p 
'they ^haif not hear/, said Sir Tancred : ' only 
listen to m^ When the misfortune occurred, 
the family lived in privacy in the north frrtheir 
income was limited and Very narrow ; they were 



i^want of :w!bat ii/aus !]8«spiig in fche werid ; and 
yoop if rj^ klsk^. them set dl/ iBiist' ^eis tiaot 
lliey bte :nDt peiieiiB idle go dbro«d to ltai«t' 
evH; ; tliejr ar^ isetired .psopie, /iaiiidvMcli M^^sgm 
jRUcb itbait asmo^/ oihits; :I>:iiha at^a pi^]ti4 
adiobi. wlmi sdyaffiitlierxiiad c M^MsfyUs ^ scofht 
theiV)Oii1Ji9:aizclcaBri0rt of ^ifr iatlicv- «d ^liici titte'i 
he-finnsdme A^t«dlaid tb JtitttilnioQrtin^t his 
dxtasttept lalktam attabh^d inm to ini3, AhoagK I 
iras 3^uaig0r,: and could ill rdpa^ his kiadiiassii 
ke iAcpiirod ibtiK thtti cause t)f my dejiectmi;, ^alid 
siy dveas ^f tolld bim/ 1 bad kit my^Aidrj mA 
tbait be ;had tefl! u^ in-petierty : huttny k^xMH^ 
parable mother had made me promise heiv moai 
aekmidy^^ibfaat i lieverv^ouidiravacd t^ciMmm* 
itismtes of bis deatb or ou ilMgraoe..i^ SbiK 
Aowe^ tat the. pusdearce of j^ib rqservq nidkt 
' fegavd tat ibyself/rtfaie jtistkifc <xf dtas to tjba^ ^ 
vniiea of those by ytb^m /^e* fasd'>sa^red« I 
remeaajber iwell Inr se^ingy ^ It is only J<Mt j^AU 
mighty WiadcMn^ wfaieh can kbrect eveatB, t^ do 
irbat a{lpears..to m pun^sbiiig ihe infaacient witfe 
the guilty. Mr. Bellactniae ^ bag a^ mfaiU; 
daughtar*-^t us not ic^aae bar ; the other man, 
tRrho baa conipletdd oiir rain, ba$ an amia^lii 
wife/ and a large &mily of ydmtg children/ 

' X abi satisfies^' aaid Bosabii^ ^of your^ne- 
fosity.^ui your honour, and.i^^l Indebted to 
Iiady: Cbriitesden,«*-^but as> tx> ib^ momlity of tfa^ 
OQffMaoabikani 
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^ Them can be no question/ ttid Sir Taneve^ 
smiling, ^ if you consider Mr. BeUannine's con^^ 
^DCt to ioie: he has behaved most nobly to 
OK9; and my only ccmcern is^.that, findihg yoo 
he[re^ and coaducfing that 'you are dietadytCK 
whom Montrylas ia to owe his happiniesSyM aoK 
more procluded than ever iroin doing jti&kice;'j: ^ . 

f ! it must not be told/ said JELosanne.-^^ 
'. Well, if it is but right, I am satisfied; rlwt.B 
dread'cdncealmeBt and deception rnotiung eair 
i\9COoatinend secrecy to me in this . instancp^ -. hvd 
that. I secrete what is honourable to my'dwe 
ffttJaer,; with what, is Gt.herc arc- thto 

ladies!' , ♦ ■: l . \ \ a ':■'.'':;'.' ' 

. The jeception given to Sir T^it^ed^/thld* illM 
delight of Lady Brentleigh and Lady Agnes <ili 
ieeing him, and the increase of their satislfactiob 
by finding him not a stmnger to Miss: Belln^r^ 
mine* He had not visited the £unily sineeiUie 
;^lteration in his circumstances \ and it appeared^ 
that for some time before, they had heard of >hin! 
pnly by letter — a delicacy for which BosiaxiM 
could readily account 

He. spoke of his mother as restored to * thei en^ 
joyment of property which had been withheld 
from her : he said, that those who ! opposed her 
were iutiniidi^ted by finding she had ol^ined 
means to prosecute her claim : he spoke of 
her estates as promising large returns; aj^d, 
with a feeling which only Rosanoe could under- 
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tfriasf iA fe$tAi^^d<!; a»' he'stob in^a 

ittktfrier %feidh>eflfectM*th'^hbiWir fete cai)Sa«iui 

he^ ' tb' receivfe >thi» ^dod n'fettik]i©,r'),^fi' .Loi4 
Breiitlei^ 'tiad^ '»6t/ in VM^ '^ttmkeifHi^Ei^mmi 
defrayed the expenses of my education IJn;Hi 
took leave, sayiiig, he should wait on the earl at 
the first opportunity, and should see Lord Mont- 
rylas as soon as he knew he was returned. He 
^ve Rosanne a message for her father, and said 
he should pay his respects to him now he knew 
where to find him. 

When Sir Tancred was gone, Lady Brent- 
teigh told, what she thought, his story ; — but 
jhe knew only that his father had died pqor-^ 
that the widow had given up every thing but 
a bare subsistence, and had lived with her chil- 
dren out of sight for several years. Yet she 
bad something to tell that Rosanne knew not— 
that Sir Tancred, when at school, had, at thct 
risk of his own life, saved Lord Montryla^ 
from drowning, and that this had rendered 
their friendship brotherly attachment, and Lord 
Brentleigh's regard that of a parent, while h^ 
eould trace the family in theirt>bscurity. 

Rosanne, urged by circumstances, reported 
|o her father her ineeting with Sir Tancred, and 
i$»th sanf diflSculty prevailed on him to see: 



ktm ikbmxtdsLf. Nothing but t^ acqttaint^ 
anee anliiii^ting b^twe^n him oiid the fiyran^ 
fifliily, m4 thef £t^ that his caiftiojp might 
- kifdttce.3Ui9piei{>D, operated oi^ hi» shyiie$$ ; hui; 
lie AccJuiesjO^ with ^ tolecahle gi^acie; :wd Bjo^ 
«Mme had ewnctlmg ple«^pt to tell Mta 
Giaat 
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CHAPTER LXV. 

» 

' There is/ indeed, ' a tide in tlie affairs of men/ 
but a tide subject to higher influence than that 
of the moon. — ^This tide had set very much in 
favour of Rosanne Bellarmine, for a long time ; 
and now, without, indeed, her changing her 
course, but merely by the salutary alternation 
of ebbing and flowing, it turned against her.— 
Mr. Gass was frequently with her father; and 
the tones in which she heard their conversation 
carried on, gave her reason to suspect that they 
did not agree as well as formerly. Her want of 
all regard for Frederic might have made her al- 
most rejoice in what afforded a prospect of his 
withdrawing; but any thing liKe high words 
between men is so dreadful to the apprehensigns 
of the females who form their families, that she 
was always glad to get out of hearing, though 
to get out of anxiety was impossible. 

She had escaped to spend part of a mtoming 
with Lady Agnes,, \y hen her father was in one 
of his saddest humours, and she knew Frederic 
was coming ; and she was deliberating on part 
of her bridal dress when Lord Brentleigh came 
in, and politely asked her to write, as quickly 
as she could, a few lines to his son, who was 
inquired for with sugh haste, that an express 
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must be sent after him. ^ I diink/ said be> 
' this may oblige him to return instantly.' She 
would have said gaily, ^ T is an ill wind that 
blows no one good^ my lord ;' but the earl look- 
ed grave, and said, ' If he cannot stay to finish 
the business, I must go myself/ 

The suspense would have endured till the ex- 
press returned, had not the public papers stated 
the Extreme haste in which the regiment, of 
which he was lieutenant-colonel, was ordered to 
embark at Falmouth ; and this was confirmed by 
the messenger, who brought only a few words^ 
from Lord MontrylaSj softening the blow to his 
family} by representing that his absence might 
be very short, and that his. situation was such 
a9 must much abate tlieif kind' aiixiety.— 'To' 
Kosanne, what he said was what it ought to 

• * • * 

be, firm, but feeling; considerate and encou* 
raging. 

There was lio remedy. — Rbsaniie called up to 
her own recollection, and to her father^s com- 
fort, the many aggravating circumstances that 
might have attended, and were not to be found, 
in this delay. The Byram family were mpre af- 
fectionate than ever. Sir Tancred's^ conduct 
seemed to win on her father, and she flattered 
herself would, by its elegance and the superiority 
of his conversation, abate his weak attachment 
to Frederic. It was impossible to prevent their 
occal^ionally meeting ; but Rosanne saw^ in the 
first five minutes, that they would never coa- 



Uls^^j and she felt an odd kind of satisfaclioil 
JB ivtitiginmg that Sir Tancred and she thought 

ftlike; 

There was in Sir Tancred Orrtlesden^ now that 
he had recovered his health and the vigour oi 
his tnind, a character that made Rosanne regard 
him as an inestimable! friend^ and almost as sli6 
would have regarded a brother : there was also 
it similarity of situation that seeined to unite 
tli^r interests: each had something to kee|l 
from the knowledge of the By ram family j aUd 
neither of them wa» perfectly easy under any 
deflcii^ncy of confidence to persons so deserving 
it; but, at present, the caution seefmed peculi'* 
kAy nedessary to each, as it included both ; aiid 
Iv'ben Rosanne spoke of it with regret, Sir Tan^ 
tred encouraged her by saying, that, as theif 
Inotive was justifiable, and they acquiesced id 
the will of those who had a right to direct^ they 
must at least wait a favourable opportunity for 
being ingenuous ; and| considering what had 
befell Mr. BfeUarminel^s conduct, he could nos 
but think, tha^ with him, the disclosure wa9 
0|>tibnaL 

The visits of Frederic, which heretofore had 
given such pleasure to Bellarmine, as sometimes 
to eclipse the milder etfUlgence of Rosanne's re- 
gulUr Affection^ began to show that they had lost 
all their soothing power; and it was with a 
counterbalanced concern that she heard hef 
father speak of quitting London, and reihain<*» 

<J2 
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ing at k disitance till Lord Montryla^'s return. 
Whether he would gp, eym into the neigfah' 
borhood of Mr. Grant, she was not informed } 
but in almost any remove to a distancie from 
Mr. Ga^Sy and cojotsequently from the irri- 
tation that vexed her fatherVmind^ she could 
acquiesce, grievoua as it would be. to, leave 
Lady Agnes ; for the secrecy to which she w^ 
compelled by Frederic'sinfluence^pn her father** 
comfort, W46 renderefd ,pajnful : :she could not 
frpeak of him as what hi^ looks declared him t<> 
be, lest a cause should be asked, or he should be 
teazed with prescribed remedies, \(hich he would 
neither have tried nor .endured to hear . jnen* 
|;ioned: she was forced to sp^ak of him as always 
well, though his appearance contr^icted;her; 
and sometimes she could not forbear^ imagining 
that Lady Agnes tl^oygh^: her less soUcitQ^ia 
than was amiable, for the welfare of so kiQd, a 
father. . , . , ^ . 

It is in the powder of those on whom oarJiap* 
piness depends, to make us hate Uie thing we 
covet. Ro^^nne, to . h^ei .seen her fatl^t: :ivh^t 
she had, at times, seen him at SouthafiiptQi^ 
would almost have fpregpne all. h^r.gl^t^ing 
prospects. ' • 

^ At length, Mr. Gass seemed to compel Bellar- 
mine into something like confid^iM^ towarda 
his daughter, by addressing a letter to Ros^pne, 
requesting her to use her influence, which was 
marked l)y the equivocal epithet ^^unbouttdec^"- 
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to procure the advance of a sum of money, to 
preve?nt the positive i*uin of speculatiotis already 
entered on, to a large ainbunt. 

Unwilling to distress her father by a reference^ 
ivhen she could anticipate the directions he 
would give her, she wrote civilly, regretting that 
she dared not name the subject. 

The next day - came' another billet, more ur- 
'gent, ;and containing something like a threat; 
^t was so mysterious in its expression, that she 
could not venture to reply to it : she put it into 
her desk, determining not to speak of it till late 
in the evening, when he^f father would have 
time to think before he acted: — if sTie pro- 
duced it at the first opportutiif y, Frederic might 
^ come in while he was reading it, and she might 
increase that which she wished to lesfseti. She 
had reason to rejoice iti having been thus cau- 
tious. Sir Tancred called soon after she received 
this billet: her father joined them> but was 
presently fetched out of the room, as she was 
4ware, to Mr. Gass. Their conversaticJn in the 
• parlour underneath was so loud that she could 
not . se^m not to hear it ; and - it continued so 
long, and her uneasiness was so apparent, that 
Sir Tancred offered to go down stairs 

Before he could decide on wha,t was prudent, 
the tone of the louder speaker wa^ lowered; 
and^ito put an end to the concern of Sir Tancred, 
she was compelled to* say that she knew the 
voice lobe that of Frederic Gaiss, who bad bu-^ 

c^ 3 
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i^ness vfith bar father. ' It is a voice apd fi 
.nam^' said Sir Taucred, ' that I own | have been 
surprised to hear in this hous^f Is 14r. Bellac^ 
imoe aware th^t the mfm is aiparked c\k^W9fit^T?^ 

' JUcuse my ignoragce/ . aiaid {losanne ; / I 
,do not kDow what you meap hy * ^ ipi^rked 
character.' 

Sir Tanpred spiiled, aii4 his ami)e ^t^etg^ to 
: W ^ f^^PPyi elegpnt, ignorance!' J^ejexplaioed 
Jbi)jps^)f, ^ little qualifying the stigma, in.ccmsi- 
(4aratiq9 pf the persoii to whom he spoke^-^hut 
^cc^l^ded a sketch that justified wh^t he h^d 
iMid> by adding"— ' Anid that fopliah old woman, 
I^dy Lu<?etia Sinipt^^ is going to many ^im : 
fr-I aw »irfortun»tiply wdl iotfo^nnQdr-rhf^Mmse 
Ithe hiy U my.fliothj^r's cou9io, aad I imrt triod 
to pi^vrait the vmUiW 

^ You af§ fmf-inforaned/ usud :Ro«anae ; ' be is 

f l^q, believe :ine — tbe womw ^bp.liR$ p^m4 
M Ihs wife, if disipifM/0.ma1t;e r^om for ber 

J^yfbip : the .duke, her brotbcT> i.3 ao qear d^" 
jng, 1)b!»t.8h« tiu8|s she paay 4q what «he will 
with inif wpfy ; m^ Q|» ^ o«# gf pwy <pfi(»h 
lali^ojas, Qase i» proceedipg*' 

They pr^wPtly \>fi9f^ |nov«roeirt» tb*t ind^- 
i^fited the departure of ijn» lnfwd§r; md Ro- 
«M9§ i»nd 3ir Taner^ .floul^ diftii^uh l^f 

(KKmniqn adieu of geptl^eut wnd w %pp&iiii^ 

V 

fi^n.t for two the i^e^t /day. < 

^ J^owi* mi Sir Xaopred, 'if ymoml^^w^ 
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in the course of this day, what this appointment 
is, let me know, and I will be at haAd, if you 
have any cause for apprehension.' 

Thoroughly sensible to this kindness apd its 
importance, Rosanne detennined to learn the 
nature and place of this meeting. She dined 
alone with her father, and was to spend the eyen^ 
ing with him at Lord Brentleigh's. After din-^ 
ner, he was extremely thoughtful, but there was 
00 time to wait for auspicious moments: sh$ 
showed the billet she had received, and reported 
her conversation witl^ Sir Tancred. 

The applicatioff to her BeUarmine excused 
•—the appearance of threat was explained away 
•—the report was disbelieved — * Frederic's wiftp 
was only absent on a visit;' and, still taking 
part against himself, he deferred passing any 
judgment till the morrow, when, without re* 
vealmg that any thing unpleasant had occurred, 
.he said Frederic was to call on him. Thus, for 
the present, he escaped the necessity of intrusfr* 
ing those who would have aided him. 

Jit Lord Brentleigh'^, Rosanne privately com- 
^yni^ated what it was necessary that 3ir Tan*, 
cred slaould know: he thanked her for relieving 
his anxiety^ and seemed to dismiss the matter. 
<fiut before two, the next day, he was at Mr. Bel- 
larmine's ; and affecting to be interested in com^ 
parative trifles, he almost made Rosanne forget 
the serious purpose that had occasioned his visit. 
But Mr. Gass did not render it vain : he was 
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punctual : a gentle murmur of discussion, nayj^ 
somethhig like mirth, was audible — then fol* 
lowed a little more forcible oratory— and, at 
la$t, it was not to be doubted that the parties 
were angry ; — ^high tones and deep tones en*- 
sued— then a foot was heard — then a request 
to quit the house, and a point-blapk reftisal;^ 
unless ^ 

The gentlemen were now so far out of the 
room in which they had met, that Sir Tancred, by 
going to a very little distance from^ thf door of 
that where Rdsanne was, could see them .^— She 
Was close behind him, — He looked over the balus* 
trade, and, in a whisper, said, ' The rascal has col- 
lared Mr. Bellarmine.* — In an instant he was in 
the entrance-hall, and, saying to Bellarmine, * Ex- 
cuse my interference, Sir, but five-and-twenty 
to fifty I can never see patiently,' he seized 
*Mr. Gass, detached his hand, and, looking him 
full in the face, and addressing him as one ac- 
quainted with him, he probably expected hirri 
to depart with some sense of shame; but Fre- 
deric, though foiled, had another arrow in his 
quiver; he affected to be thankful for the 
check given him, and saying, in a manner that 
told every thing, * What claim has a fkther 
on a son's duty when he forgets his own ?** 
he walked out of the house with the air of a» 
conqueror. . ' ... 

Sir Tancred did not permit himself to show 
surprise, but leading Bellarmine, now scarcely 
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ajble to stand, into the dining-parlour, would 
have shut himself in with him alone; but Ro-^^ 
sanne, entreating to be admitted, and the one 
being as unable as the other was unwilling to 
oppose her, she did all that her prudence and 
ingenuity suggested, to restore her father to 
composure. As if hoping she could lessen the 
effect of Frederic's cruel disclosure, she talked 
of him as her brother older than herself, and 
seemed to think that, if she recognised him, he 
jnust be less a disgrace ; — but Sir Tancred saw 
her praise^worthy intention, and could not be 
deceived by it; he prevailed on her to leave 
them, and she could not but feel the strong 
resemblance of her present anxieties to those 
which had, at a former period, so marred her 
comfort: — * I am returning,' said she to herself, 
^ into that state of terror and alarm which, in 
reflecting on it, I have thought I could not 
again undergo ; but stilt my confidence in Sir 
Tancred, like that Mr, Grant used to give me, 
is a most comfortable support; I can never 
be thankful enough to that Providence which, 
whenever I have wanted it, has afforded me a 
friend and a protector.' 

When she was allowed to see her father, be 
was greatly restored. Sir Tancred had shown 
him, on his. own knowledge of Mr. Gass, the 
impossibility of making kindness beneficial to 
him, and had approved Bellarmine's intention 
of withdrawing from Londop ; — he had soothed 
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the wounds of the, insulted parent^-^be had 
met with supporting pity the remorse of the mis^ 
guided man ;— ^every offer that a long-standing 
friendship could have suggested, was made by 
Sir Tancred, and Bellarmine might have said, 
* I have indeed found a son of whom I should 
be proud, at the moment of losing one who h 
my shame/—* If ever I may tell Lord Mont* 
rylas of the conduct of hh friend/ said Ro^ 
aanne to hetself, ^ how mwAi will his regard foi* 
him b^ increased !' 
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CHAPTER l,XVI. 

When we presume to judge of the requi^ito^ 
to our happiness, we are often sadly mistaken ;-^ 
we know not how many things we m^y fail of 
,obt£^ining, and yet be insensibte to the want <rf 
them ; — we know not how impprfeet may hp 
our satisfaction, even when all we could ask is 
granted us. Hosaxine thought that, could she 
but remove Frederic Gass, she should not have 
jai^other source of vexation to fear : — she heard 
her father now declare, positively^ that be 
would have no farther intercourse with hii^i, 
but through the medium of some one appointed 
%o arrange their pepuuiary concerns :— rshe heard 
him express, as she wished, his sense of the 
young rn^n's conduct, and she had -more than 
she could have asked in the friendship and ac* 
jtive affection of Sir Tancred; but the calm 
produced by the late disturbance was rather 
the forerunner of a subsequent storm than the 
follower of one past aver. 

Sir Tancred Ormesden breakfasted with her 
i^nd her father the morning a^fter the dismission 
of Frederip, and, having seen her father ^j.weil ^s 
the late shock would allow, she went^ as was h$r 
usual custom, and now particularly to prevent 
j$uspicjip9 of 9ny thkig unpleasant, tQ spend 
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part of the morning with Lady Agnes. — She 
had walked, and her servant had nearly reached 
the door, when she saw, coming towards her, a 
lady, who appeared to have just left Lord 
Brentleigh's ; she too had a footman, but her 
external appearance was so much below that of 
a woman of birth or fashion, that, if she had 
not recollected to have seen something like her, 
she would have passed her without regard ; but 
disagreeable things make strong impressions, 
and she was certain this lady of the subdued 
order of cleanliness was the Lady Lucretia 
Sinister. — * If she visits at Lady Brientleigh's,' 
thought she, * we are persecuted — my father 
will never endure her ; — I am sure she shall not 
Tisit me 6ven when 

The tloor was opened : Rbsanne ran up to 
the room where she knew she should find the 
ladies. 

■ 

There indeed she found them, but not em- 
ployed exactly as they usually were. The 
countess was sitting on a sofa, in deep and me- 
lancholy musing ; Lady Agnes on the footstool 
at her feet, with her face bowed almost on her 
knees ;— newspapers .and letters were scattered 
on a table near them; — an open letter was on 
the ground, as if it had fallen from Lady Agnes's 
hand; — and, as Rosanne advanced, she heard ' 
I-^dy Brentleigh say, * I cannot tell your fk-^ 
ther !' . . . i . . 

The only idea that found its yay hito the 
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tnlnd of Hdsanne was, that Lord Montrylas 

4 

was . dead — that letters or newspapers, which 
the earl had not seen^ communicated the ti- 
dings-r*and that this was what the countess 
could not reveal. Without supposing it ne« 
cessary to inform herself, Rosanne acted on 
this supposition :— *^ They could not/ she said, 
' deceive her; she was sure Lord Montrylas was 
dead ; all, her prospect was, and indeed it had 
always appeared so to her, a dream — ^her poor, 
father ! — but still it was the will of God — and 
she could submit, might she but know the 
worst.* * But, O !' said she, * how am I talk- 
ing !*— all of myself, as if I had mo^t cause for 
grief, and was the person to be comforted :— 
O ! Lady Brentleigh, my dear second mother 1 
it is your son, and ^ dear Lady Agnes, ^ my pro- 
mised sister ! it is your brother — what am I^ 
compared to you ?* 

' Montrylas is not dqad,' said the countess ; 
^ we have had no news of him : but con^e, my 
child, sit down by m^ ; you sihall know all ; 
you can eiqplain, perhaps contradict; — 'for I cau* 
not believe what we have heard/ 

' Dear mother !' said Lady Agnes,, as if be«* 
seeching the countess to suspe^d a blow thai 
mvKi^t be fatal. 

^ Nay,' said Lady Brentleigh, * I^ will not 
treat her like a child ; b^ide, she muH know i 
I am persuaded it is all some malice*' 
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' NO*^^' thoiight Roisaiiiid; itddeniug tb crim^ 
ftOti» ^ I see i(; all: Lady Liuiretia has told of 
Frederic/ She gaiiied eourdge^ and said ^oudi 
* I know thfe wor^t tiow : I met, I am' surei 
Lady Lticretia 3itiister as I canle in ; she oticc^ 
called on' nl6, aild my father will not let m6 
have any intercoui'se with faer.-^I understand 
she hasr-HSihe i«— *that is— she knows a young 
man who is much at our house, I am grieved 
to say a son of my dear father's— *•! confess it— *• 
it isr so'—'and such a cruel unprincipled' young 
mall ! H^ yesterday, in one of his fhries, i^eized 
my father by the collar, and if Sir T^ancred 
Ormedden had not*-*-^but I am going too fer-^ 
this woman hab come to yoli to tell 6f Ffederic ; 
did she t^ll'of my poor father's severe puftish^ 
mettt fc^r this fmilt^^his sad repentance?^ 

R<>sanne had made evdry^ effort ; she threw 
herself on the sofa, and cried bitteriy^ * 

The ladies looked at each other, ahd weref 
silent Rbsftnne spoke: ^ I s(^e the eotise* 
quenees-^I am- pvifp2atd for theAi--4fe wai 
agsinst Mr; Graitit's Op^ttion^ and^ I ^tti mire^ 
against mine — ^but I dared not 9pfeak-**-»that it 
Wfiis not* ihentioned ;-^but is a fault, sincerely 
repented)* n^ver to be forgiven ? and ffuch a matk 
as my father — such a father! — ^and isdedUcated^ 
that he' bad no fence against embg ; no one 
ever. tocA the pains tb* tieach kirn; he had no 
one to give JSf^ principlea of religion^ and 
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what tUe cati preserve us from transgression? 
O ! when you know all, how you will pity and* 
love him ? 

Lady Agnes looked for the effect of this on 
her mother's countenance, while tears, like hail-- 
stones, too cold to flovv, stood on her cheeks^ 
Rosanne, now in a fever, proceeded 5 • 

^ I have always felt it wrong to conceal this ; 
it has made me unhappy, even when I have had- 
most cause to be thankfpl; but still, as it did 
not, could not^ in any Way affect me^ I should 
not have been justified in betraying my parent 
I have never been able to discover that such a 
misfortune banishes frofh society the rest of a 
family ; if I had, I would, at least, have declined 
the honour offered me here/ 

* Surely, my dear Rosanne,' said Lady Agnes, 

* your father had better have been explicit otf 
every point ; the danger of my father's learn- 
ing afterwards, only think ' 

* But,' said the countess, ^ my dear Miss Bel- 
larmine, you are mistaking the matter;, we 
knew nothing of this young man till now that 
you have told us.* 

Rosanne was instantly as white as alabastefi 

* What has my precipitation done ?' said she; ^ 1 
thought you must have been told it }— ^you will 
drive me out of my senses if you puzzle mt 
so. — Pray tell me; Lord Montrylas is dead 
then— it can be nothing else— or perhaps Mr. 
Grant 
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^ ^ No, no/ said the countess ; ^ it is this sad 
concealment.' 

* So I said/ replied Rosanne ; ^ but still what 
could I do ?— I was going to say, that, had it 
been any thing that respected me^ I would, at 
all risks, have told it ; — but I knew so little of 
the world :-!-! am certain, if I know myself 
at all, that, had it been any thing that I could 
suppose rendered me imworthy of entering 
jour family, I should have revealed it ; had it 
respected my mother, I could not have hesitated, 
because I should myself feel that the daughter 
of a woman of immoral conduct, in any way, 
ought never to be received into a family such 
as this ; but my father's faulty and that so re* 
pented— — ' 

'• She has then been kept in ignorance herself,' 
said the countess, looking at her daughter. 

Rosanne could not now even ask for inform* 
ation. 

Lady Brentleigh dretv her to her, and, speak- 
ing gently and not unkindly, explained to h^j; 
the purpose of Lady Lucretia's visit, which Was 
to tell all she knew of "her bosom-friend, Ro- 
sanne's mother, stimulated by the slight she 
herself had endured, and in revenge for the 
treatment her accepted lover had met with the 
day before. 

* Pray let me be carried home,' was ajl Ro-^ 
sanne could say, when, she dropped out of 
her hand a statement of facts which Ladjf 



ILu^eHia had signed^ add stqk btbind the 
countess on the sofa. 

* -She tm$ ou her bed^ Ikr father and heir ihaid 
«tsUiding byiier, when' she cecollected hetsdlf. 
Perhaps the moment when she gazed round anki 
sc^ her jathcfr's coanteisaizce was the .most 
'painAil bf her lift,»^Sfae was gomg to apeakftv 
to ask him, ,po$$i\ily^ why he looked thus, as if 
the proximate anxiety of hb imind covered ssl 
tfaotrsand others.-^He stdpped herj; saying, as 
he bent down to her, \ I know ali-^be quiet 
(for my sake, my cbild^^dsiBk only on yontielf/ 

Her maid was called out of the room : La^ 
Agnes Byram had. waited below^ aind begged to 

be aUowctd ta con» to b^, 

' No/ said Rosamie ; ' my Very humble thanlds : 
I ban see nobody/ 

< She rosi, and soon followed her fatbet td due 
drawing-roo^i.— ^They w^re silen^t. 

Dinfier was s^ved. ^ O ! she could go dowm 
vety weU with a little assisitanc^/^ 

^ Giadly would I i^maih/ sskjid she to hers^if, 
^ hut I dare not >^I should be better alone :<^ 
but^ were I to spend this time eVan iti prayihg^ 
for support for myself^ when my fadier wants 
all that I can give him, I should he wrong. 

* This . iis very nice soup,' said she ; * it is 
quite reviving ; I have heard it said, that^ after 
any fright, soup is very good nutriment/ 

' It is the food easiest of digieistlbii/ 

VOL. III. R 
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* I was vfeiy foolish to alarm myself so ; 1 
took up a notion in a hurry/ 

^ firing something else/ said Bellarmine to the 
servants. ' Rosanne, will you venture on a 
little wine ?' 

' I am afraid/ said she. The servants were 
out of the room. . She whispered : * Time— 
time— ^nly a little time. — Keep up, dear0st fa- 
ther; think of meT 

* Tis not eating-day/ sai^ Bellarmine^ when 
he saw the matter desperate ; ^ clear the table/ 

^ Pray leave me some very cold water/ said 
jRosanne,— ' and oranges*' * 

THib exertions of father iand daughter seemed 
equally entitled to the praise of fortitude'; but 
the impulse was not similar: Rosanne thbught 
only of supporting lier parent— Bellarmine bad 
no higher view than to get through the time of 
dinner without betraying the agony of his 
snind to his servants. — Instantly as they were 
gone, rising from his seat, and in a manner 
that bespoke more a being quitting all relation 
to a previous state of existence, than one on 
whom a helpless female must depend, he said, 
in melancholy slowness, and the sonorous ac- 
cent of the tomb : 

4 

■ % 

* The gods are just, and of our pleasant vices 
Mak^ ifistruments to plague and punish us.' 

'My daughter, were there a possibility of my 
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long diatressing you^ I would quit you, and be- 
take myself to a country that should for ever se- 
parate us. — Your happiness should not be blasted 
by the disgrace of your father; you should 
say I was dead, and your friends would then 
seek and pity you ; but my mind has received 
its death-blow, and, before Lord Montrylas re- 
turns, I shall be out of your way : — he cannot 
break his engagement ; and, if you can forget 
me, you may still be, and, if ever human being 
deserved it, you ought to be, happy.* 

' Father, hear me !' 

' First let me speak,* said he, throwing himself 
again into his chair. — * I have been so wrong, 
that it seems beyond the power of Him whom 
I have striven, weakly enough I confess, but 
still I have been willing^ to trust, to restore me 
to that common path of rectitude which otherisr 
almost blindly follow. Rosanne, you have a 
claim on me to be candid with you : — I have 
risked your happiness, I hope not ruined it ;— • 
I will do nothing more. Do not fear my ac- 
cepting the release of a violent death — ^you have 
nothing more to fear from me. You now know 
the worst. I have, , you are sensible, given up 
my own errors, and endeavoured to adopt correc- 
tives which, I was told, would bring peace ;— 
they flattered me for a time ; but I have nursed 
a concealed disease that has, perhaps, prevent- 
ed their acting on me as they would have acted 
on others. I do not impeach them ; I blame only 

R 2 
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myself. — I only lament tfccir kieffieacy. The 
three great offences of my life have been Aosc 
of which you are now informed — beyond tJieae 
I defy the whole world to bring a charge, O ! 
let me be a warning to tjiose who cannot be 
sattsiSed with temperate enjoyments-^jmd who, 
demanding pleasure instead of satisfaction^-*- 
something more than enough instead of a suffi- 
ciency, pull ruin on their head, and, worse 
than all, destroy the peace of those for whom 
alone they can endure existence ! O Rosanne ! 
think of Frederic : am I not punished there ? 
and to be saved from his mad violence by the 
man whom I once so injured ^ 

* But, O dear father! think of the retri- 
bution — face tfiisy for you 7w^^-*-and for oth*r 
errors > 

^ My marriage ! — what a fatality ! O ! had 1 
thought then as I do now !* 

* What may I know of this P said 'Rosfanne, 
in tears : ' is it, then, all true ?' 

* All tliat that vile woman, who ^\^s, I be- 
lieve^ the corrupter of your mother's light vain 
taind, has said, is true. I khciw your mother*s 
first husband — for she had a former husbaiid-!— 
a worthy man, and my friend : it was a dispro- 
portionate marriage — selfish on her side : her 
levity made her husband withdraw "her from the 
t^orld, and this increasing her weariness of him, 
made her seek the gratification of her vanity : 
she had no heart — I was, pei-hiips, as vain— *I 
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was flattered; and spoiied>~I was aagry at her 
Jaiisb^ad'a aUgfatiiig me, and I suflGered ni^self 
to be dfai¥n ia. I was, I OMist confess, more 
blameable than she was, however I may der 
spise her ; for I knew her to be Weak, and open 
to' every temptation that a vain woman i9 ex- 
posed to.«r^This I hayie rued all my Hf4 — I hav^ 
lived under the weight of this unpaiKloriabie of» 
fence against every principle of moral obli^r 
lioBi, and. in daread of its discovery, aod now ali 
I ftared is veaioaed -^ I am waking: from 9 
wretched dream to niisery more wretched-^^and 
if I were to Vbmi nnlbss you consent to our se* 
paratlon; I should have the>a4ded sense of hav^ 
ing ruinfd you with myself*^! cannot,, how- 
ever, suppose the* Byram family Will behave 
di^onourably to you when I am out of the way; 
I would go to-morrow back to France, at any 
risk, if they will allow you to remain with 
them while they are waiting Lord Montryla^'s 
return^ asid I would bind myself, even^after your 
marriage, never to appear-^wei^e it probable I 
covddlive to disturb you/ 
Jtosanne oould only shake herhesid. 
* We must resolve on something,' aaid he; 
* fofii— I caiHiot ooBceal it from yi3iu — imless 
ftederic be more a man of principle and pro- 
perty:than.I b^ve any reason now to $upjH>M him^ 
the ii!|ary he has done me in drawing money 
from me is; such, that Lhave not the m^ns of 
liviqg on any but a viery Qontracted schecpe/ 

» 3 
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* Give xne till to-morrow/ said Rosaime, * to 
think : do not talk to tne— -let me be quiet, and 
only promise to let me do what is necessary to 
tny peace.' 

' As far as I can/ he replied. 

She then placed herself at a distance from 
him, and having in a few minutes decided on 
what she should do, comforting herself that 
she had heard the worst, she persuaded her fa* 
ther to lie down on the sofa, in such a situation 
as that he could not see how she was employed : 
—she then, as steadily as was in her power, 
wrote a short letter to Mr. Grant, telling him 
that discoveries had been made which altered 
their views, and begging him to lose no time in 
coming to her father :— «this request she inclosed 
in a cover to Lady Agnes Byram, in which she 
wrote : 

* My dearest Lady Agnes, 

* As sisters we never can meet— but as 
objects of your pity, I am sure my father and 
I may still rely on you. Let me bieg for inercy 
to him, and for silence with regard to. myself : 
let us, if possible, never be named— my father's 
love for me has mis-led him: his fate, be it 
what it may, I must share — I can never now 
quit him. Shut in as I am with him, in the 
same room, I can do nothing for the support of 
his fortitude under his present wretchedness. 
This must excuse me, if I presume to request 
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you to allow one of your servants to find as 
expeditious a messenger as possible, to carry 
the inclosed to Mr. Gran^t Farewell, dearest 
Lady Agnes — rid yourself of whatever caa 
remind you of me, if I have left any thing 
in your rooms. Make my most humble ac- 
knowledgment of unmerited goodness to Lord 
and Lady Brentleigh, and be assured that, how^ 
ever innocently I suffer, I shall never call any 
proceeding severe that they think proper to^ 
wards 

* Your afflicted 



Giving the servant her packet on the outer 
side of the door, she, in returning,' stopped to 
look at her father : he was languid, but he was 
more tranquil : he suffered her to take his hand 
and to kneel down by him. She tried to persuade 
him that her mind was relieved from a burden 
by his trusting her with his uneasinesses : she 
professed her perfect confidence in Heaven—* 
that she should be supported, and enabted to 
support him through his temporary suffering :— 
she felt comparatively happy that this accident 
had occurred in time to give the Byram family 
an opportunity of choosing the path they would 
pursiie^f it did not shake their friendship, it 
was firm for ever — if it did, how happy was it 
to know it in time! 

b4 
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^ It vpll not only shake^^it will ovmthxow. it 
a^ to nu^/ said he, ^ Finding you $o ux^ccount* 
^ly oyerpower^y I w^t there to learn, the^ 
qause-n^ was, nqt^ admitted-^btit. Lady Brjsnt-' 
lei^ senf: ov^r the papf r& This was^ ei^oijgh ta. 
sliaw what their conduct would be if I did not. 
^tbdraw — It is the qnly , esp^ient for savii^g, 
y^i-^I- shall, not live iQQgrrl^^m yirqtpi out wi|lir 
ti^e. di^tr^^.. I hav^ 9^adq for : n)y4e|£-r:aU iqy. 
own foMy-r-afid wors^.thjin fol)y T 

' You will see rays of comfort in a shcf i 
time/ said Bpsann^ ^ even fi^om this black 
cloti^. Never suffer that cruel creature Frederio 
to come near you— give up any thing rather than 
tfttst to him.; tl^ink of what you^ did i^ Sir Tan- 
c^ed'is affair; aod fpr any thing el^e, w^ w4U> 
retire intp the. country-ri^y inconjie^ wili ^^W. r 
ub all vf&: $k^\ «;^f-'^r^y,let:us be neaf Mf* 
Qtmt, and. we will Icsad ^ a, life of pc^iteuf e and- 
Spdacci/ 

^ Imf^ssibk^ Irfea(r,' my c^ld~Qrant ifiU> 
noty I.aiti sure,^ s^ ipe^— wci differed on tbif 
very p(ikk%i h^. bno^g all, aaud pre|4icted all; 
that has happen^d-r-and I ba.Te st^m^foUy tieg^ 
l«cted him/ 

* He will forgive, Ii am sure— J fii^y wjs^^ we, , 
^«re. with^ him/ 

^ Yoti m«y; do whait y<w plepisfj my dear 
cbildr-4iere wl^€an^o)l;i$tsiy/ . . . , 

She continued to talk— ^to sppth^-r^tfi Gpa^;t-r. 
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to interpose consolation of. the highest kind, 
mth that which the world might afford :*— she 
mffered not a thought for her3elf to intrude 
^hile she reasoned on the probable scheme of a 
merciful God to withdraw all human support 
from a mind not prone to believe, in order to 
impress incontrovertibly the conviction of his 
own over-ruling power. But her best argu* 
ments were in her own example : ^ Could I feel 
as I do— could I speak as I do/ said she, ^ if I 
relied on my own strength, or any thing in this 
world ?' 

*0! give me your faith — ^your heart — ^your 
innocence/ said he, as he looked at her, and 
saw the swimming brightness of her heaven^ 
ward eyes, 

* My father !' said she, * you may have more : 
•—your faith may be superior to mine, because 
it will have overcome opposition — your heart 
will improve to a degree of excellence mine 
may never reach — and instead of my untempted 
innocence, you will have to offer to a righteous 
Judge a repentance which, he expressly says, is 
more acceptable/ 

* Rosanne,' said he, * I can say more to you 
than ever I did — God grant me a better spirit 
than has yet possessed me ! — ^and I will endure 
even the misery of having injured you — may we 
but meet in another world — for another there 
roust be, to reward you. Pray for me, and I 
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will not fail, you may be assured, to pray for 
liiyself : my pride is humbled — ^my reserve is 
conquered — my disgrace is complete — this 
world is lost to me— let me then strive to gain 
unother,' 
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ItosAijrN£'$ fortitude might not have stood this 
consummation of her wislies. as well a$ it had 
done opposition to them; but the experiment 
was prevented : the door was thrown open ; 
and Sir Tancred Ormesden was announced, 
t Sir Tancred wished to deliver a message from 
Lady Agnes,' 

He would have been excluded, had he given 
an option, but he gave none. Rosanne tool^ 
the opportunity to quit the room. 

' Heaven has sent you, my dear Sir/ said Bel- 
larmine, as he entered, — * the only man, perhaps, 
in the world, whom I can now look at, without 
fear of his disowning me/ 

* You would wound me to the very soul,' 
said Sir Tancred, * if you could feel shy of me: 
—it would stamp me for ever unworthy of all 
I owe you. I come from Lord Brentleigh's— 
therefore I know what has occurred; whe- 
ther you will approve my proceeding I know 
not, for I have put the family in possession of 
all that relates to myself. We have neither 
of us now any thing to conceal ; and that, if X 
• may judge by myself, is a situation of com^az'a- 
tive relief That unprincipled fellow Gass, I 
fiudf has been doing all the mischief in his 
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power : and I would not leave him more to do. 
He has declared himself a ruined man. and I 
am afraid there is no hope of his being any thing 
better. Lord Brentleigh kr disposed to the 
most conciliating measures, and has desired me 
to act as his confidential friend, which I will d^ 
to the bfest of my power; when you hare read 
this letter, which he gave me for you/ 

* My dear Sir, ' 

' The concern which I have^felfc since 
Lady Brentleigh communicated to me thc^occur^ 
rence of the morning, gives way to my very 
earnest wish to relieve the severe suflferitig we 
have so unfortunately occasioned you. 

* You do mfe injustice, if you suppose, that 
any feeling of superiority, either in lAie accident 
of birth, or the negative merit of a life pit>* 
tected from temptations, mixes itself with the 
scrupulosity which you have heard me express 
as to untainted blood :—rif there be one right 
dearer than another bestowed by birth, it H 
the right of condescending; and if there be one 
temper of mind" more imperiously than another 
demanded of those who have been, |>etlYa^s' in* 
voluntarily, preserved' from the contagion of 
the world, Jt is that x)f cortij^assion towaitfet the 
less fortunate. 

^ I should affront yout good sense, were f to 
pretend t6 undervalue that which, perhaps), hiaa 
been too muqh my boast^ho urxsufllfetf pedii 



^ree -of my femily: bat when I >et myfaob 
against any connexion that should cloud it, I 
<Iid not mehn to preclude mysetf or tny ishildrea 
ftfnn an alliance with a man who has, iotig s^m^b 
lie ceased to ^nr, given a proof of triuifioeiidetft 
goodtaesa. Jtfy wfiole life> Sir, does not boaikt 
such a deed as that by which you have am%^ 
fbntided the ancient hokis^ of Ormesden. And 
well as I loved Sir Tancred 'before this, my 
love and esteem for him are infinitely increased, 
-by his Ringing forward, at this mbm^t, so 
important a communication. 

* We propose, with your permissio]^ a refer- 
-ence to my son, which, I give yeu my word, 
I will in no way influence ; and Sir Tancned is 
so good as to ^dffer himself to be our anibassador 
on tlie occasion, -that he may save Montrylte 
all that will be ^ainftil in the business, and 
bring it to a ^^tisiadtory issue. 

' Thus mucfh, Sir, we conceive due to the ex- 
traordinary merit of your incomparable <]augh* 
ter. And now, relying oil your perfect agree- 
ment with me in every point important to tlie 
highest interests of persons who, like you and 
myself, are looking beyond this world, and 
almost envying you the power you have had of 
doing one of the greatest actions' for which life 
affords opportunity, I wait your reply. 

^ You will, I am sure,- feel for my son, for 
Ihe ladies, and for me, if you advert to the 
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very strong attachment wef have fbrmed to Miss 
Bellarmine. 

' I hope you will allow us to expect you 
and Mis$ Bellarmine at our usual dinner-hour 
to-morroWy as^ whatever turn this business takes, 
I wish it to appear matter of cordial agreement 
between us. 

^ I have the honour to be, with every senti- 
ment of regard, &c/ 

VAnd now,' said Sir Tancred, when Bellas* 
mine, overcome by the generosity of Lord 
Brentleigb, closed the letter, ^ I am ready to set 
off immediately ; — give me your sanction, and 
I go to-night.' 

' You must not,' said Bellarmine, ^ without 
my daughter's concjurrence : give me till to- 
morrow to consult my poor girl.' 

Too delicate to stay beyond the extent of his 
power of being useful, Sir Tancred went away, 
promising to be with Bellarmine at noon on the 
morrow, and saying all that could induce him 
to use persuasion with Rosanne. 

But Rosanne was not to be persuaded* There 
was, in her nice mind, an apparent impropriety 
In commissioning, on this business, the man 
who, of all in the world, was the most tied by 
obligation to her father. She wished Lord 
Montrylas to be immediately informed, but, if 
not by the ordinary conveyance, by a messen- 



get entirely from hi$ father, — and to this effect 
6he sent a npte, before the evenitig concliuded, 
to Sir Tancred* 

If days of afflictiop keep the sense of it alive, 
still the pause of night is a very imperfect sus- 
pension ; and perhaps the necessity of quitting 
those who are sharers in suffering, throws more 
than its whole weight upon ourselves: whatever 
its effect, the * Good night' of sorrow is bit- 
ter; and in the case of Roi^anne, it might 
have induced apprehensions to which she was 
now beginning to grow sensible, if a young 
man whom her father had brought with him 
out of Kent, on Mr. Grant's recommendation, 
as an under-servant, had not, before it was the 
hour of rest, found an opportunity of entreat- 
ing that, ^ as his master seemed in some trouble, 
he might sit up, at least at his chamber-door. — 
Mr. Grant had given him such a charge,' if ever 
he saw his master ill or uneasy, always to do 
all in his power for him ! for he said his master 
had gone through a great deal of trouble, and 
that was a sad things— and his master had been 
such a good master to him ! he could be in his 
dressing*room if she pleased, and keep the door 
just a-jar, and she might then be very sure that 
his master could not turn but he should hear 
him.' 

This faithful care could not be accepted with- 
out the permission of him who called for it ; 
but having spent the evening in gentle discus- 
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sion^ and in temperate remons/^mct agaiiilt 
€v«ry thing that did not arise from a princrple 
of perfect submission, and a willing adoptioii 
of means of mercy ordained by Infinite Wisdom 
—-setting herself an example how eaty it was 
to relinquish all superfluous blossings, for the 
Bake of obtaining tfeat from which others de- 
rived all their value; and having shown^ under 
the experience, now, of some years, the efficacy 
of that support and direction on which she 
besought her falher to rely, she did not find 
him obstinate : she might order or do whatev^ 
would contribute to her repose — * Would she 
read to him ?' — ^he * thought he could attend ; 
and Sir Tancred^s kindness had been a cordial 
to him ; — he had so delicately forborne saying 
wbiat might makie him feel how low he was 
sunk! yet he had not, through that delicacy^ 
suffered him to lose the advantage of what he 
could say : he had returned a letter by tbe ser- 
vant who carried hi^r note — it had been given 
him while she was absent — he had feared it 
ftiight be more affliction, biit it WM very imieh 
the Contrary; she might see it hirself/ Shi 
^sked for it, and perused it. 

It indeed did honour to the writer— it was 
i hasty transcript of his sentiments on the pre- 
sent occasion : it rated, as of high importance,- 
the preservation of the ftiendsfaip which he 
hoped the family of Lord Brentleigfa were well 

5 
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disposed to preserve : it requested that he tnight 
at least write to Lord Montrylas, as no one 
could; so well as himself, speak to facts, and 
he was certain, that, in preventing a breach, he 
consulted the happiness of both families : it ' 
spoke in the most manly and modest terms of 
Christian generosity, on the distinction to be 
made between thoie who have, through the 
force of temptation on an unfortified mind, de- 
stroyed their own peace, and those who, urged 
by the malevolent passions, have assailed that 
of others : it repeated the offer, nay, it urged the 
acceptance, of every consolation that respectful 
and grateful friendship could administer, while 
the decisions of the Byrain family were in sus- 
pense. He wished Miss Beillarmine to consider 
him as a brother— would Mr. Bellarmine only 
allow him to interest himself in assisting him^ 
he should find in him the affection and solicitude 
of a son.. He was confident that a very short 
tinhe would give him cause to say, that the hap- 
piness of his life was improved : he: was con- 
vinced, on his own experience, that the severe 
lessons of the world, taught by that adversity 
which is directed by the Almightj^ never failed 
to produce the most beneficial effects. All 
would be well .-—-what was his prospect of 
suffering, compared to the gloom in which any 
stroke that deprived him of his daughter, would 
have involved him?— Wflh her, every thing 
might be hoped for; without her, the world could 
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promise nathing. As8i$ted by her, he would 
unite in any plan for Mr. Bellornune's comfott; 
and it would be thie pride of his liie to watch 
over him who had so nobly se^eued hkn and 
bis family from their depression.' 

^ Such kindness as this/ said Bellarmine, ^ I 
can acoept; and if you could, my child, say 
any thing to our good friend Grant to cbnVinoe 
htm of my concern for all that is past witii xer 
gard 4;o him, . and of still more for that whidi is 
now so justly punished in me, he miglrt peri- 
haps-^^^for he has no gall in his naturei-^fosgive 
it as he would injuries received^ from a man 
under temporary distraction. Tell him, that, ia 
<me point, I feel the goodness of God most 
convincingly'— and it is an obligation on me 
which I can by >no self-deception; avoid : the 
much evil that I have done is, I confess, severely 
corrected, but not to an extreme^^fdr then yen 
would be taken from me : here the Almighty 
has stayed his handr— and why I know not, but 
in mercy : the very little good I have done ha$ 
constantly been rewarded ; and as I know this 
is not the imiform course of Providenee, I con- 
sider it as intended to encourage me^^shoukl 
any reverse befall me, should what i may mesai 
well, turn out ill, I shall submit as if only put 
to a severer test.^ 

Had Rosanne now been certain of the reply 
she might receive from Mr. Grant, she would 
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have given her father the satisfaction of know- 
ing that she had written; but she could not 
calculate on the eiFect which disappointment 
might produce; and she therefore punished her- 
self by withholding the communication. 
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CHAPTER LXVIIL 

Xhe night passed in such perfect quietness, 
that^ though Rosanne had counted every hour, 
she could not fancy any new distresses^ She 
had been busy in arranging plans founded on 
what she could collect from her father; and 
taking every particular at that which appeared 
the worst, she told herself that she had to pro^ 
vide for quitting London with him, to live in 
that state which must, in some measure, be new 
to her, as involving the necessity of prudence, 
and perhaps forbearance. Her father she must 
expect to see suffer greatly ; but if Mr. Grant 
would allow them to be near him, much of her 
anxiety would be diminished; therefore, no- 
thing was, in her eyes, so important as this 
question.-—^ Any one,' said she, ^ who has suf'- 
fered as I have, would gladly forego every thic^ 
not absolutely necessar}% to insure quiet peace* 
My splendid prospect is gone — Ix)rd Montryla 
will feel so tliankf^l that tiiis sad affair came 
to jltght in time, that we must expect nothing 
beyam what I know his noble heart will grants 
a genercms forgiveness ;— of him I must think 
as if I hid accepted an advantage intended for 
soft^ebody else, under a mistake: if any one 
had paid me an immense sum— -immense I may 
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well say!— taking me for another person, I 
must refund it when the mistake was disco- 
vered. — I must not, will not think on this ;— 
I make a resolution here, at this moment, never 
to name him to myself, even silently. — O ! how* 
thankful 1 am, that I had always before my 
eyes, the precariousneds of every thing in this 
world! If the family will but foJ'give us! this 
I shall try to bring about, through Sir Tancred. 
— O ! what a happiness to have a friend I And 
BOW Lady Agnes's example is of use to me : her 
trial was more severe than mine, for she had 
ventured to give all her aifection-~tfAe might; 
but my sense of inferiority, by preventing this, 
has saved me : I never erected myself, therefore 
J am ready bent to the storm. — ^And I might 
feel this great disappointment much more, were 
it not in some measure counterbalanced by my 
absorbing concern about my poor father. But 
even without this, did I consider rightly, of 
what real consequence is it—or will it be fifty 
years hence? — If I were to be seen in deep 
grief, by some poor lame starving creature, with 
a sick husband and a family of children, for 
whom she bad no bread, and I explained to her 
my cause of sorrow, she would laugh at me: — 
^he would say, * Have you not health and the 
^ use of your limbs, and food and clothing, and 
^ a bed to sleep on, and no one to make you 
* uneasy but your father?'— or supposing I were 
$0 unhappy as to have been very wicked, should 
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I not envy any one who suffered' only as I do 
by necessity ? And now, if all turns oiU: as I 
wish, we shall have Mr. Grant and Sir Tancredr 
ibr friends, and. perhaps I may be introduced 
to Sir Taacred's mother and sisters ; but they 
shdl be informed of every thing first:— 
I will leave nothing for any body to tell of 
us ; and if we can retreat from observation 
and can live in peace, and tny poor fatbet 
grows better and better, I may never be vety: 
happy, because I must forever remember and 
ftel what has happened, but I can be content.; 
and, if kept out of the way of things that would 
remind me, the impression they may have madf^ 
will wear out. This I am resolved od, to dot 
my utmost for myself and for my £lther, or eted 
I shAll expect something worse to befall me—^ 
and another resolution X make, nev^ to repine. 
£ remember I used to say to myself, whmi I 
had every thing almost before I wished for it,, 
and yet was. very unhappy, that, to get rid oiP 
my miserable fieelings, I would give up every 
thing I enjoyed*— those feelings are gcme : I an 
oonvinced that I could be happier in poverty m 
ihe present state of my mind, than in the most 
splendid and afHuent situation, with my mind 
in any other state ; and it is the goodness of 
God which enables me to say, with the ocoicur^ 
vence of my own^ wishes and in ppeference td 
any lot I could olioose^ ^ Thy will be done.' 
She rose refipeshed ia mind, more by the com^ 
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|>osUre\she had ratidnall^^ acquired, di&n in body 
by rest. Sending hfer maid to inquire after her 
ftdber> she heaird he wa» rising. She then .read 
her accustomfed portions of Scripture--r^ey seeob- 
ed^— and hofir dften docs this wonderful co-inci- 
denoe bdar such an appearance !-^to suit their 
expressions to her iwants. 

She next sought her father; but she sought 
him in vain in the room whieh he usually occu'» 
pied : his valet had finished) his attendance, and 
supposed his) master had come into his sitting- 
room : she tlien looked for him on the graveU 
walk at the back of the house: he was not 
there; but the window of his sitting-room 
commanding, that of his dres&ing-romn, she 
perceived him- through tlie curtain: — he was^ 
she was convinced, on; his knees^ and, she could 
not now doubt, voluntarily imploring that aid 
on which she could the most confidently de^ 
pend for kis support. She went away* 

Piiesently a mesasge from him called her to 
him : he was- in his accustomed place : his coun^ 
tenance was ducted, but not disturbed. He 
beckoned her to him, amd ))urst into tears : she 
tried to eossole him : she inquired how he had 
parsed the night** 

* Sadly — he had never closed his eyes, but to 
fancy that he hid lost her/ 

* Then,' said she, * if you suffered so much 
by this fancy, you must be equally cqraforteU 
by finding it without foundation.' 

s 4 
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^ I am/ be replied; * and I think I shall be 
better soon. — I was afraid I was almost out of 
the reach of my own exertion ; but my mind is 
calmer : I have been reading, and I am better. 
The Scriptures have certainly a divine character 
about them — ^human oratory has no such power ; 
and when I think/ said he, raising his voice--- 
'for I have no more doubt of the fact than I have 
of any in history-^it is as well authenticated as 
any we have in the life of Hannibal or Cassar : 
when I think of the punishment of David, I 
bless the mercy of God, that vttf child is not 
.taken from me, and that, in giving me the heart 
of a father, he has kept alive in me that sense 
which may lead me to Him. And now, my in* 
comparable girl, my one dear remaining bless* 
ing !* said he, * let us face the evil-^if you can 
forgive your share in it : — remeiAber, I am ruined, 
probably, in circumstances, and disgraced in 
private estimation ; it wiil^ not be for the advan<- 
tage of any one to carry what has passed far- 
ther, therefore the knowledge of my merited af* 
fliction may be confined to its present extent; 
but I must quit London directly, I can never go 
out of this hou^e but to some place of retire*- 
ment — where you will :-^near Grant, if possible. 
I am sure Sir Tancred would interest himself in 
an investigation of my affairs ; but I know, if I 
were to employ his kindness, that the mischief 
I have permitted Frederic to do me, would make 
him feel uncomfortably that which was only 
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justice towards his family: therefore, in tliat 
point, you must be cautious, for I will work for 
my living, rather than receive any thing back from 
Sir Tancred.. I paid him the money on feeling: 
it is on principle that I shall insist on his retain* 
ing it. We must then, when we have got rid 
of every thing, think of a plan of quiet life for 
me, in which I will do my best to bear what has 
befallen 9»e so justly, yow so severely, and tore* 
pay> by the tenderest affection, and, I may add, 
the highest esteem, all your admirable filial 
duty — thankful, very thankful, that the strong 
disposition of your mind did not suffer it to bow 
to a system which now would indeed leave us^ 
in despair; but is was impossible you could imi« 
tate ' my error. I remember the pleasure with 
which, when a boy, I heard of a Creator and a 
Governor of the world ; there was no natural 
impediment in my mind to adopting the ge-» 
neral belief of mankind; but I really was set 
oat in ^arly life so erroneously, and accidents 
have so accumulated to preckde me from reco * 
vering myself, that, however volimtary my 
modes of thinking have seemed, they were as 
much imposed by circumstances as any super 
stition can be by spiritual authority :-^none but 
a virtuous mind can be a candid one : none, I 
can now see, but the servants of God, are free; 
and dissatisfaction with one's self, is, I am cer 
tain, the origin of all dissatisfaction with that 
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vbich we £nd Providence has e&t^bliAhed as tiitf 
nature of things. 

^ It is almost presumptioa in me/ coja^tifiued 
he, 'to say tluitareligious life will be my choice. 
J have no option — I shall get books* about me ; 
sad till tlie great question is decided, perhaps, 
must oblige you to what, after your living.as you 
have done, may appear a dull life ;. but I know 
you will submit to it for my sake. You have 
bad ar hard lot, my Rosanne, but you will fear 
nothing more from me ; and I know your e^cel* 
lent heart is» set on too high an object to break 
with what I hope will prove only one of the 
temporary disappointments of this world/ 

Near, an hour slipped away in thus conversing 
with her CEither; and Rosanne, in the back 
part of the house, k<new not what support 
she should meet in passiiig: to the front of itl 
Mr. Grant entered at on^ door of the break&at^ 
room, as she came in at the other*. On the air« 
rival of her letter, he had rtseti from his bed to 
visit the distressed^, and. had huought back the 
messenger. AH Rosaline's carets now seemed 
at an end. She ran t^ warn her fluther of the 
unexpected visitor he would find; and, .wbUe 
waiting his^ acquiring cpmpoisure enough' to coflde 
forward, she hastened breakifast;, and expiated 
briefly wliat bad happened. 

The entrance of the servants confined her to 
general acknowledgments^ Mr. Grnant replied; 
* I have done about as much, this once, as apby-» 
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Mcian is subject to do every night of his life, if 
he lives by his profession. I would tell you of 
the fine night and lovely morhing, the bright 
Hioon, and a thourand pretty things, but posi* 
tively I finished my nap gs I came along, and I 
waked only to ask what they were all abput, when 
they changed the horses. I dreamed I was m 
the hay-field, and took the carriage, I verily be- 
lieve, for the hay-cart ; we seemed too, I thought, 
to go rather on the canter — I couidnot tell what 
to make of it, till we came into London, and 
then I rubbed my eyes, and knew whereabouts^ 
I was.' 

Rosanne, having done what was necessary to 
her dear friend's* present iiefresbmeti(t« went 
again to her father. ' Talk to this excellent 
kind-hearted man,' said he, ^ a little withoul^ 
me ; tell him how deeply I fieel his goodness— I 
wiii cottie presently/ 

She obeyed by returning to Mr« Grant* 
^ This will not do with, me,' said' he, taking up 
his tea-cup and his napkin, : ^ we fancy ourselves 
Hometimes getdng couraige wten We am- losing 
St— be will make the seeing me formidable^-* 
show ma the room he is in.' 

She thought it besA tx) leC so judicious a man 
pursue his own scheme of doing right — she 
pointed to the door, and Mr. Gra^t gained ad* 
mi^ttance. 

"She interval in which ahe might have sat 
down to think— and perhaps it was too early to 
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,do this to good purpose—^was filled up by re» 
ceiving a very aiFectionate note from Lady Ag-. 
nes, which required, for the relief of the fii- 
mily, that she should reply to it herself. Ex- 
pressions could not be more healing than were 
Lady Agnes's ; and though they gave no flat* 
tering hope, they indicated ho inclination on 
the part of the family to any coolness. Her 
ladyship, without adverting to any thing spe» 
cific, said, that no unnecessary delay would be 
suffered to protract suspense; she urged Ro^ 
sanne^s admitting her in the eveaing, for which 
satisfaction she would forego any engagement j 
and Rosanne was obliged to say, that, if nothing 
occurred in the course of the day, she would aci» 
cept kindness so far beyond any that she could 
presume to ask. 

Mr. Grant returned. * Your father is better 
than I expected to see him,' said he ; ' and I am, 
what I never could say before, perfectly satis* 
fied with the state of his mind. He has, to be 
sure, so entirely demolished his own comfort 
and yours, that I CQuld not have said much if 
I had found him deaf to all we could urge.*—! 
am astonished that he ever could think such a 
plan would succeed. In my opinion, you have 
cause to rejoice ; for I should not have wonder^* 
ed at any thing he might have done the day after 
your marriage.' 

' What he says convinces me that he would 
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h&ve left me, and probably hav6 gone to France 
again/ 

^ Welly he has paid a high price for repent* 
ance — but send him his breakfast*— he is best 
by himself at present ; — and let me have a little 
talk with thee, my child. I am afraid you are 
doing too much. Tell me now, methodically, 
what has been the course of proceeding with 
this triple-headed business ;*— for here is your 
sad affair — and this scoundrel Frederic,— <and 
this same Sir Tancred, whom I mustnsee/ 

Rosanne gave the best account she was able, 
of the causes and motives that had produced 
the events now iso threatening in^ their conse* 
quences. She was so steady, that Mn Grant 
himself was surprised; and when she had 
brought the occurrences up to the present hour» 
and expressed her firm purpose of devoting her- 
self solely to her father, he said, — 

* Why, my dear young friend, are you im* 
posing oil me ? or are you not, as I fear, ^ledg-* 
ing yourself for too much? Consider what frail 
beings we are. Our corporeal part, I am sorry 
to remind you, will not always answer to the 
orders of its better neighbour ; and we must not 
be rash in our demands on it What reason 
have you for this self-confidence, when you tell 
me that you can cheerfully renounce your pro- 
spect? Believe me, you promise yourself too 
much. Do you consider what you would re- 
nounce ? No, no ; we must try to make some 
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oompcomise. We are not sure the family will 
noty in this case, abate of their dignified sera* 
pulosity, when matters have proceeded' thus 
far. I admire^ I own, this pure pride ; but, a$ 
Johnson said, * General precepts are never ap'^ 
' plied to particular cases ;' and I hope this may 
t>e true now/ 

^ You do not know me,' said Rosanne, ^ if 
you treat me thus. I am serious*^! am col- 
lecfted : I am firm in what I say ; — I am pre^ 
pared for all that this choice will cost me, be^ 
cause it is the less of two evils* The greater 
is the misery of seeing my father, to whom I 
owe a life of inestimable worth, since it is to 
lea4 to a glorious immortality— ^to whom I am 
indebted for education, and who would, I am 
sure, have carried my mind on to the still more 
valuable knowledge of my Creator, had he been 
not unfairly dealt with in his* youth: — to see 
such a father, whose very faults serve only to 
make his goodness to me more conspicuous, at 
best admitted into a family only on sufieraQce, 
and for my sake, and liable to the scorn of those 
who, however great my respect and attachment, 
.2 cannot hope could ever cordially forgive ns : 
this would be misery indeed. And beside, how 
unfair, how immoral would be this conduct to- 
wards this family ! I^ it for me to blot their 
escutcheon ? — Is it for me to register myself in 
their peerage as the daughtelr of a divorced 
woinw?~'I know little,.! say nothing, of my 



ROSANNE. en 

mother ;— God grant her peniteDce may have 
expiated tier faults !-^Were she alive, nothing; 
would I omit that could persuade her to live 
well ; hut my father «eems my charge ; and my 
heart is set on seeing him, at least, 'die the 
* death of the righteous/ I cannot, I will not 
desei^t him in his hour of need : it is my duty, 
it is my ooncem, to obliterate from his memory 
all recollection of this unfortunate prospect,—^ 
enough, after all I can do, will remain to answer 
every important purpose. — No, no, we will have 
no supplicating, no compromise — »we will not 
be disdained : I will take him out of town — he 
shall have his house and garden, his h^rse and 
his books, and I will perpetually hold before 
his eyes, while I endeavour to sostain bis for- 
titude under his grievous trial, the prospect 
which animates me, and to which i owe my 
fortitude.' 

*Ah!' replied the good Grant, * tliis is very 
{H*etty talking, and I love your temper; but 
you know not for whiityou are midertaking. 
You may sink under such a trial. I can make 
great allowances for the ardent expectations of 
young people, to whom the world is new ; and 
I bate them' to be balked at the moment wlieh 
the sweetest cup life has to bestow, is at their 
lips. Many a young man has he6n set Wrong 
for life, by a disappointment; and many a good 
girl has pined to her grave, I am afraid, wheti 
less severely tried than you are.* 
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* Do you think so, Sir ? It must tlieu hav« 
been in consequence of a weak mind or a ba4 
education in a man^ and of slight constitutioni 
and want of a right direction of her views, in a 
Avoman. Now I have very good health, though 
I am not robust ; and I have, notwithstanding 
the indulgence in which I was brought up, 
never been deceived as to the importance of thi& 
world. Another great difference is to be re* 
marked in the circumstances of my situation; 
— I did not fall in love like young women I 
have heard of; and the prospect was so above 
me, that I have constantly been on my guard.— 
I have always felt a dread of something. Cer* 
tainly I am convinced, that, had every thing 
taken place, as my father hoped and the family 
tiesigned, I might have been the most toviable 
being on earth ; but this possibility or proba^ 
bility could not make my happiness absolute^ 
A thousand things might have occurred to show 
me the presumption of my hopes ; and as I am 
confident it is in the power of the Almighty to 
make me as happy in attending on my dear fa* 
ther, as I could be in the enjoyment of rank 
and riches, it would be to distrust his mercy 
were I to say that I can never be content with 
imy thing but that which I know I cannot have, 
and which now I would not accept.— ^Beside, 
my dear Sir,' said she, * consider the effect of 
reading: if I had read such books as those poor 
silly girls at Southamptgn, I should, I grant, 
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be m great danger ; but I, who love nothing sd 
well as the Scriptures^ who read them over and 
over again, and, every time I read, find sotne 
new instmction, some. more powerful encou^ 
cagement — /cannot be so attached to the world, 
or build my happiness on notions and fancies. 
You will think me very absurd ; but I really 
should be ashamed of dying in consequence of 
a disappointment; and I should fear I had learnt 
the Sermon on the Mount to very, very little 
purpose, if I took such violent thought for the 
morrow, as to disable myself from doing my 
duty to*day/ 

*.You are an admirable girl; but yet I wish 
you would not make hasty resolutions/ 

^ I make none, my dear Sir : I only say, that, 
conceiving it impossible tb reconcile my enter- 
ing the family, with the maintenance of that 
high character on which they justly pride them* 
selves, I will not do it, nor will I ever intro- 
duce my father to a connexion where he is to 
be endured for mjf sake/ 

No longer could Rosanne remain separated 
from her father : she went to him, and found 
him reading. He thanked her for her judicious 
care in sending to "Mr. Grant-r-he spoke, al- 
most with tears, of his kindness, and appeared 
not averse to joining them« When she brought 
him into the room she had quitted, they found 
Sir Tancred Ormesden there: and matters of 
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business, unpleasant to her, being of necessity 
discussed, she withdrew'. 

The full occupation which this world's vexa* 
tions find for us, is not so much to be feared 
as the sudden pause which they sometimes 
leave. Rosanne exerting herself for her father, 
was a heroine ; — out of his sight, and now not 
called on to think for him, she was a woman, 
and a very young one : she sate down to look 
round ati desolation, and the view was formi- 
dable; every thing slie saw was thcTelic of som^ 
defeated intention: — ra miniature of her father 
was ready for the setting— it must never be 
set;— *one of Lady Agnes was just begun-^it 
could never be finished : various elegant works, 
all connected with that which must never take 
place, seemed to put themselves forward, as if 
to attract notice: — her servants were waiting 
for orders— they were dismissed briefly. Shfe 
was engaged that evening to a ball with Lady 
Brentleigh : the employment of writing an ex- 
cuse was preferable to the indulgence of her own 
thoughts. Greater still was the relief when 
she was called to her fathei', and found hini alone, 
and desirous that she should remain with him. 
Sir Tancred and Mr. Grant were gone to Lord 
Brentlqigh's ; * she needed be under no apprehen- 
sion — ^nothing should be done without her 
sanction.' 
The ea^l received the- mediators not as a so- 
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vereign possessing the power of life and death, 
but as a sharer in the distress which they 
sought to lessen, and therefore, equally with 
Mr. Bellarlnine, indebted to their benevolent 
Exertion. But in this question, the amiable dis- 
position of the parties did little towards set- 
^ tling the business. It remained, after all had 
been said that could be said, just as it was: 
Lord Brentleigh had referred to. his son: he 
showed the gentlemen the copy of his letter—^ 
it was most equitable ; and if there was a lean- 
ing in it, it was towards the uncommon merit 
of this exemplary young woman, who so jus- 
tified all attachment, and who, by the propriety 
<)f her conduct and her high principles of vir- 
tue, proved that the degenerous qualities are 
not always hereditary; — Lord Montrylas was 
enjoined to act solely on his own decision : that 
he should consult his happiness, was the only 
command laid oh him — but the word happiness 
was twice underlined. 

A message came from Lady Agnes to Mr. 
Grant, requesting to see him : he went to her 
ladyship's drawing-room, and was introduced 
to her: and as he entered, and met the lady 
advancing towards him, he paid her the full 
• debitani reverentiam' of her rank : he made 
Ae best bow of his time and his college — ^and— 
for he was more honest and humourous than 
Courtly and precise— he might, had not the dis- 
tresses of others sat heavy on his heart, have 
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muttered to himself^ as be raised his eyes, ^ She^s 
devilish pretty' — but he would) the next mo* 
iiient, have stroked his good-humoured cbiDi 
and corrected his judgment ;-^he would then 
bave said, ^ No, she ^s rather handsome than 
pretty — she 's too fine a woman for diminutive 
praise — she ^s a fine creature, faith ^ how. per- 
fectly formed are her eyes ! — 1 must behave my 
best bere.^ 

Her ladyship, had she possessed any of that 
discernment which, with the accuracy of a gra- 
duated scale, adjusts the condescension due to 
certain stages of inferiority, might have per- 
ceived that she wa& addressing herself to no- 
ting more than that whetstone. for the wit of 
poets, tale-mongers, sketchers, painters, and en- 
gravers, called a country-parson, — ^but she did 
not seem to have acuteness enough to find this 
out; for she made him a very respectful curtse}^ 
atid begging him to consider her as one of those 
happy young persons to whom he bore good 
will, she led him to the seat by her, and began 
to inquire with the tenderest anxiety after Miss 
Bellarmine. 

^ She is well in health, and better in spirits^ 
madam, than I supposed possible — at least so 
she appears ; but I fear, poor young creature ! 
she is sick at heart, though she will not own 
it. — ^This is a bad business, my lady/ 

/ It is tremendous,' said Lady Agnes ; ^ you 
know, I hope——' 
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* I know all, madam, and more than 1 wish 
was to be known. The young womaii is an 
angel — I never yet saw her equal; and yet I 
I have seen many good girls;— and as for the 
father — why, I believe on my conscienice, that, 
were there a sponge that would wipe out past 
errors, he would stand a fair chance for our 
esteem. He was set out wrong in life, my lady; 
■~a man has not a fair chance of doing right, 
when he has been so mis-led in the outset. 
When we stare at the mad choice pec^le make, 
and it seems to us so easy to choose well, we do 
not take into the account how much good is 
involuntary on our parts, or how much evil on 
theirs. There are enough to lead us astray—^ 
few to lead us right :— I don't defend, I only 
make excuse. This man has been taught his 
part on the stage of life very ill;— we have a 
right, as his audience, to cry, * Off 1 oif !' but 
he must not be pelted, my lady. With all that 
can be done for us by others, or by ourselves, 
we know the difficulty of doing always what 
wc ought; and, for my friend, every allowance 
is to be made ; for I cannot find, that, till bis 
dear daughter showed her excellent qualities, 
he ever had any one near him who could be of 
real service to him. — But, alas ! past follies, ma« 
d^m, are mill-stones about a man's neck — and 
vice lays trains for us which overtake and hlovf 
us up, miles off. Yet I need not tell yo\i, m^ 
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lady, this man has his virtues, and his great 
virtues.' 

Tears such as angels weep over the frailties, 
of mortal beings, were diamonds in the eyes 
of Lady Agnes. — She inquired as to the state in 
which Mr. Grant had found Mr. Bellarmine. 

* Bellarmine,* said he, * is striving in the best 
way, to submit as he ought to do ; he would 
sink if he had not that daughter to live for*— 
but, after all he can do, I think he will die of 
remorse, and she will then not long survive:— 
he sees himself, by his errors and their inevitable 
consequences^ the murderer of her happiness; 
and his was centred in hers.' 

* May I not hope to see her ?' said Lady Ag- 
nes : ^ she has said she would, if she qould, 
let me in this evening ; but I fear she will ex- 
cuse herself; and I am sure she would not, if 
she knew how sincerely we love and esteem 
her:— Htxo one. can deserve love and esteem morie 
than she does:— I feel it hard to be excluded 
because I am a Byram.' 

* Take my ^rm, my lady,' said the good 
Gn^nt, * and I will be responsible for intro- 
ducing you — it will be comfort to my heart to 
commit her to yours.' 
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Sir Tancred Ormesdenhad rttamtA to Mr/. 
BellarmiKie> ^d was still with him. The fronts 
drawing'-room was vacant; Rosatine had re*^ 
treatod into the back of the House; Mr. Grants 
left the Lady Agnes alone^ ^nd went in quest of > 
Rosaune. No persuasion w|is necessary to in*' 
duce her to^o what appeared ]\h wish ;— she* 
followed him immediately^-^collected but pale. 

Lady Agnes approached her in a manner that 
seemed to acknowledge rather than confer a 
fatoun Rosanne put otit her band ;----which 
should speak ?-^The Lady 'Agnes could not;— ^ 
she who was all fortitude for herself^ was all 
softness for her friend^-»she burist mto tears.' 
Rosanne could say, - I am^'sorry to hive made 
you wait a moment~-I was beginning to think 
of writing to you/ 

^ I can do no good here,' thought Mr. Grant ; 
' I^hall be as foolish as my lady if I stay, so I'lr 
go to the other patient/ 

Rosanne felt relieved: she drew her friend 
into the back room, and there, making her sit 
down, she knelt before her, and, burying her 
face in her lap, sobbed out the fulness of her 
over-charged heart. 

X 4 • 
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Assurances of the unabated and invariable 
affection of her family, and kindness that in« 
eluded her father, were cordials to the wounded 
spirit of Rosannc-^^Lady Agnes treated her as 
one who would anticipate and enter into all her 
just sentftnenta ; her expressions were, * We 
could not think of suffering this to make any 
dmemioii between us — my father would not 
allow it; he would regret it for his own sake; 
he said so yesterday ; he remarked on the in- 
frequency of men, past the middle tfme of life, 
meeting with agreeable friendships. — He thinks 
highly of Mr. Bellarmine, and I am certain 
will continue to do so;— for Sir Tancred's 
opinion is enough to make any . body respect 
him ; and, as to all that has happened, it would 
be very hard, when a noan says himself,. ' I am 
' as much inclined to blame. my past conduct as 
^ you can be — I see my faults*-:! sincerely regret 
* them*^! mean, as my conduct has already 
' proved, to atone for them C"^ it would be cruel 
to consider such a man the same person as when 
he was leading a less correct life. . Your father 
will take part against himself; and, as my fa- 
ther says most truly, before we blame the sea- 
manship that carries a ship on the rocks; we 
should know how she was fitted out; if die 
had neitlier chart nor compass-~if she was over- 
masted, and had too little baUast-?-the blame is 
theirs who were so negligen t . ■ v * ^ * 

'This generous disposition,' said Rosanne, 
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* ig, my dear Lady Agnes, my greatest wdrldiy 
consolation ; I know how our sad afikirs Qnist^ 
and indeed ought to terminate — your brother 
must not think on me/ 

. ' My mother foresees/ said I^dy Agnes, * that 
he will consider himself as bound, and/ added 
she, smiling, * that he will make it an excuse ; 
my father says, ^ Well, if he does, I shall not 
/ oppose it/ 

< It must not, shall not, be,' said Rosanne; 
^ if there were any danger, I would persuade 
my father to take me away. — I aim decided, my 
dear Lady Agnes; I never will marry Lord 
Montrylas. I shall give myself up to the care 
of my dear father ; we will live iir the country, 
in quiet obscurity ; you will write to me, and 
continue to love me.— You have shown me, my 
dear friend, how our inclinations are to be over* 
t^ome, and yours was a severer trial— •! dared 
not love as you might/ 

Bellarmine, when left alone by his friends, 
who went different ways to serve him, came 
to sedc bis daug^t^ ; at sight of Lady Agnes 
be would have withdrawn, but they would not 
suffer it. Lady Agnes, assuming a playful man* 
ner, said, ' Now you must come and see my 
papa and mamma ; we are not to talk of disa* 
greeaUes; we ai'e to take one another up in 
a new relation — intimate, confidential friends. 
Mamma said,, before I came out, that she should 
always consider you as a brother, and Rose as a 
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niece; and she will be fiomething still dearer to 
me than a mere cousin. My dear Sir, if we 
cannot have all we would in this world, let 
us be content with what the good providence, 
of our merciful Cceator allots us; — ^half a loaf, 
remember, is better tlian no bread. — Tliere is. 
no reason for saying, because I cannot have all, 
I will have none* Depend on it, a tiqfie will 
come when we shall thank God for what we 
t^iink now so terrible :-t— I never yet sai^^ that 
worldly event which had not its peculiar good 
attached to it. We shall all be the better for tiiis 
whipping; and my earnest wish is, that we nuiay » 
set an example of two families living m the 
most perfect cordiality, increased rath^ tl|a)|^ 
cBminished by the wicked attempts of the* mar 
licious to set them at variance. Let ns dijsi^p* 
point that wretch Liady Luctetia, and whoever 
it. was that jset her on.' 

Lady Agnes was speaking when a carriage 
stcipped. RoBiniie did not move : < she said, 
* Nobody will be let in, my dear father;.! left* 
co-ders to say that yen w^ne indisposied, a»d I* 
could not leave you* Go on, Lady AgAesw' 
- But Rosanne was mistaken«$ i.ord and Lady 
Brentleigh were admitted^ and came gently into? 
the room: her ladyship; put put her battd to' 
fiellarmine, and, passing him, caught HbcianBe 
to her bosom with tbe.teoidemess of a parent.. 

' My dear Sir,' said his. lordship, ^ yon must. 
aMow u& the privilege of friends; those wlia. 
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have wished to make us otherwi^, must not be 
encouraged in their attempt; Allow me to at- 
tend you to another room, — or send these la- 
dies away/ added he with a smile. 

The ladies retreated ; and while Rosanne waa 
receiving the kindest support that cpndescend*' 
ing friendship could offer^ her father was nol^ 
less benefited by the generous spirit of the ejxrU 
When they were again left alone, she felt the 
efficacy of their goodness. B^Uarmine was still 
more resigned, and, though his humiliation waa 
afflicting, it seemed to strengthen his fortitude. 

A few days did much for the wounds of the 
father and daughter. Sir Tancred was indefati^. 
gable in his attentions; and, though BellarmineL 
would not quit his house, the daily visits of the^ 
Byram feimily were not refused. 

It had been long enough matter of doubt^ 
whether the speculations into which Bella^mine 
had been tempted, would not leave him utterly 
de&titute, or rather responsible beyond his powers 
of liquidation, to prove the firmness witlj 
which, he could submit to be beholden to his 
daughter, for, a maintenance, or even, if neces-. 
sary, to labour for a subsistence : * Ancl herei' 
said he, ' again I meet the goodness of a mer- 
ciful Avenger ; my e^certions for my daughter 
point out to me a mode of life; she has kept 
xme^ in the habit of giving instruction ; and^ ia 
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some way or other, I can turn my talents to a 
useful purpose, if I have but my liberty/ 

That any question thus painful demanded 
consideration, was, however, known entirely 
only to Mr. Grant Delicacy prevented Sir 
Tancred's being in this confidence ; and every 
feeling shielded Rosanne. Accounts of such 
apparent complexity, and guarded by such 
cunning as Mr. Gass's, seemed ill-suited to the 
simple mind of the good Grant; but he was a 
man who always knew the best way*of setting 
about any thing; and his plain right sense was 
more than a match for Mr. Gass's dexterity. 
He soon found that, with a view to avoid 
i, partition of his expected gains, Frederic had 
nnintentionally exonerated Bellarmine from any 
responsibility under his losses; and the vigi- 
lance of Sir Tancred having brought to light 
facts that would have had very serious conse- 
quences, it was not difficult to make him re- 
fund, by the sale of his villa, in Surry, as much 
as would allow Bellannine, added to his daugh* 
tfer's property, the competence necessary for a 
respectable mode of life. A moderate dwelling 
very near Mr, Grant, was to be their residence; 
and peace, at' least external peace, was again on 
Rosanne's horizon. She suffered no time to be 
Tost;' she prepared, with not only fortitude, but 
grateful feelings, to relinquish her house and 
establishment, the gaiety of London, alid the 
splendour of her delusive prospects. She visitecf 
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agaia at Lord Brentleigh's, lest^ by" tevdernes^ 
to her own feelings, she might discourage those 
of the family ; and, in ten days from the explo* 
sion of her hopes, was ready to follow Mr/ 
Grant, who had returned home to be ready to 
assist her. 

On the day previous to . tiieir departure^ her 
father received from Mn Gass this dutiful and 
affectionate epistle : 

' Sunday, midnight 
. * My dear Sir, 

' I havC) I hope, at length sa- 
tisfied the enormous and, excuse me if I add, 
very ii|^i^a^ demands of your agent. Grant; 
aod, as long as I breathe, I never wish to havo 
again any transactions with a ra^n so completely 
ignorant of the methods of business.-*-How* 
ever, it is now over; you have deprived me of 
that for which I have worked hard — my cot- 
tage and my little farm ; where my dog and my 
gun have sometimes paid me for the harjassio^ 
of business, and I could still have enjoyed the 
society of a few friends: but so it must be; 
and my present prospects diminish the import* ' 
ance of your cruelty.^— But I have to complain 
that I have been treated, by one of your agents, 
9s if I had been a Jew broker ; and, by the 
other, like a swindler; and, if I venture to as- 
sert this in the face of the worlds I ain threat- 
fned with the most illiberal misrepresentations^ 
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by tnen who are entirely ignorant of the moxt* 
net of conducting extensive mercantile specu- 
}ation8.-~It is of no 'conse<|uence now. My pnr^ 
pose in writing was to address myself to you as 
sny father. 

* I am very sensible of the injury I hive done 
^ou ; but the blame must, in some measure, rest 
with yourself : I shall neither prevaricate nof 
apologize, believe me. 

* I have sometimes, in the bitterness of my 
filings, compared a man who leaves behind 
him a neglected illegitimate pfogeny, t(3 the 
captain of k band of robbers ; he lets loose on 
the world, a t^Ce uninstructed hov^ to repair 
honestly^ or even to endure tamely, the misfbr^ 
tune of their birth, and made desperate by 
obloquy: at least religion should be given m: 
k may not suit the inflictors of mis^rtune, but 
even I, though certainly not disposed to adopt 
prejudices, can see that a little of it would be 
well bestowed cm us who are to encounter it ; 
but the dog in the mangier is still to b6 found 
in society, and what, fulUfed and over-gfown, 
you 4:annot use yourselves, you Wili not 1>b^ 
stow en those who need it If ever I take up 
the pen in the service of literature, I i^afll, lilc^ 
my fello^w-slifFerer, Savage, make my own pre- 
dicament my theme, and tell the haughty re- 
vellers in vice that it would be their policy, If 
it is not their pleasure, to tnake us somewhat 
better than themselves. Had you^ my pious* 
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ft^iher/ turned tne over to any old womati, wbci 
would have taught me my duty to God and my 
iieigbbom' ; and then— for, if you would not 
i^are for me yourself, you ough^ in honfour and 
justice) to have supplied* the want of care ;— had 
you then given me into the hands of some other 
old woman of a parson, to establish me in some-< 
thing like pinncij^le, ai^d then finished me at a 

school for trade, I might — I can see myself-^I 

> • • • 

fnigbt have been a plain honest main. But my 
mother was, you well know, graceless as I am 
to say it, not a woman much to be trusted. Yout 
cared nonght about me. — Had my poor boy lived, 
1 would not have acted as you have done : he 
iihould have karned to be honest, if he was not 
torn so^ 

' It should b^ considered, that men placed in 
my situation, if neglected in youth, are by nature 
enrolled of a desperate band. They have a corn-** 
mon cause, but without the benefit of mutual 
assistance ; for every one must do what he can 
for himself. We are a set of undisciplined out- 
* laws, compounded of the high vices of our fa* 
thers, and the low tastes of our mothers : what 
is there then, ex,dept virtue and honour, that 
may not be expected from us ? If we are not 
hated from our birth-^if natural feelings last 
long enough to give us a chance in the wdrld^ 
we are. urged on to exertion, by hearing rung in 
our ears the nothing We are to inherit :— ^we ari 
warned that our wits must be our wealth ; ancf, 
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iq taking possession of this very portable pa» 
trimony, we are not to blame if we calculate on 
the interest it may be made to bear. . On enter« 
ing into life, we feel that the poorest wretcfa^^ 
not disowned by « his parents, is what we can 
never hope to be— *a recognised member of so* 
ciety: — envy consoles mortification by teach*? 
ing uS| that to cross the path of another is to 
cut one for ourselves.. i 

\ Once launched on the world, feeling that wo 
have no credit to lose, no character to which we 
aie . responsible, we are eitlier swallowed up in 
the vortex of dissipation, and sunk in profli* 
gacy, or else industrious ta obtain the means ' of 
indulging the tastes we inherit : the passions aie 
spurs that clear the ground at a great rate:. we 
soon reach to the extent of our galling chain ; 
and if it will not let us attain what b in vie w^ 
break it . . 

' Such, my dear Sir, has been my origin-*-? 
such my rearing— -and such, I am sorry, to say, 
are my sentiments. In despair of those great 
convulsions which in ^ther countries have so 
befriended the hopeless, I have been .driven to 
content myself with a little private play, the 
chances of which your, late kindness almost 
makes me regret to perceive so much loss to 
you : but you are to blame yourself for this and 
fpr any other vexation of which you may supr 
pose me the author. Your warm professions led 
me not only to hope every thing from you. 
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but to act on that hope ; and when I had struck 
my circle of action, I could not contract it. 

* With regard to any thing else of which you 
have reason to complain^ you must likewise re- 
fer to your own conduct for a cause. It was 
impossible that such a woman as Lady Lucretia 
Sinister should take tamely the treatment she re- 
ceived from yoii when she paid a visit to your 
daughter. — My dear Sir, before you are again 
insolenti ask yourself if the party you offend 
can betray jrou ; • and another piece of advice let 
me give you — ^never permit a man, who has no 
credit to lose^ to guide your conduct in a nice 
point of honour. What could be so absurd as 
your consulting me as to what was due to the 
Byrams? 

* Cruelly treated as I was by your refusing 
me the assistance with which you had flattered 
me, coolly as your proud daughter replied to 
my request for her interest, and insulted as Lady 
Lucretia had been, it was almost natural that 
we should join forces, and enjoy the project of a 
mine, to blow up the projected alliance with the 
peerage. This is all that will be attempted 
gainst you or your daughter.— I shall soon, I 
trust, bid adieu to the anxieties of the commer* 
cial world, though by a very great sacrifice. 
Lady Lucretia honours me to-morrow with her 
hand; and I see nothing that I can do but 
accept it ; she is her bi'Qther's heir, and a very 
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few weeks mirst cfortsi]^i Ilis ren^ain^ to tiie- bu^' 
rial-plac^ of his ancestors- 

P. S: *Thursdaj% I have not beenaM* t& 
put pen to paprir since I wrote the above. Sdli 
1 am persecuted — my Birth and^ — to thmk of ' 
(h6 unreasonable insoicnce of the world!— ^mjr 
character Bte in my Vray, wherever I tuj'n.-^^P 
became, indeed, the brather-iri-la\v Cf the htgtii 
dnd mighty dirke, an4^ he did me all the set*- 
vice f thouglit I could asfc of hirh, in withdraxtr-' 
Jng himself from this troublesome staie of •mcfr-' 
tat feiristence fast night ; hut since his- sJsteFj? 
iimrriage, he has had time and strength to make 
a new will, which it would be throwtng-'away 
money to dispute. He has left her n'dthing; 
and my name is used as^ his justification. Lady 
Lucretia has* diecei ved me ; she wa« ifty guarantee 
against such an accident, alnd ydu caiinot vrxm- 
der that I resent it; thongb; accustomed to' iht 
chances of the woild, I take the thing riiore- 
CooUy than a novice wouW.*— We are parted; 
and parted must remaim She bad but 20W. A 
vear, and of this I leave her half-— ^she has tliere- 
fore n6 right to complain : on the other I tmst 
raise money, I am preparing to embark for th6 
isoutherh hemisphere, where I still hope m^ 
talent for business may ^erve me: it i* not my 
intention to be a rogue, though it seims my fate 
to be an outkw. 

* Yours very mucb, - 

* r. g; 
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The contents of this letter made no alteration 
in circumstances or in views : all that Mr. Gass 
could say of himself only tended to make any 
one Connected with him more desirous to break 
the connexion. 

Bellarmine had been persuaded to dine at 
Lord" Brentleigh's on the day previous to his* 
quitting London ; and thither, while the party 
were waiting the arrival of Sir Tancred, the 
letter followed him. Rosanne, now always sus- 
picious^ interposed to stop it. Her father took 
it from her, and retired to a window to read it, 
but allowed her to look over him. She passed 
over much, and had just got possession of the 
facts in the postscript, when Sir Tancred came 
in, apologizing for having made Lady Brent- 
Ifeigh wait, and pleading, in general terms, bu- 
siness. He said little during dinner, and little 
Was said l>y any one, till the servants were with- 
drawn, when Rosanne impatiently communicatecf 
the retributive justice which Mr. Gass and his' 
bride had brought on themselves. ^ I do not,' said 
, she, * think it any virtue to dissemble. I rejoice, 
with all my heapt, in their misfortune; and the 
utmost charity I can exteiid, is the wish that 
it may convince them, that, in attempting* to 
hurt others, they will always hurt themselves— 
perhaps that may lead* them' to a sense of their* 
conduct. My dear father, let us only wait 
patiently, and you will see, as David didi the 
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reward of such baseness^ and discern the hand of 
the Almighty.' 

* But surely/ said Sir Taucred, * you will 
have some compassion for my poor cousin, Lady 
Lucretia Gass — do not you think the duke's heir 
ought to do something for her?' 

^ No/ said Rosanne; ^ I cannot see that she 
had a claim on any one which she has not for- 
feited. I beg your pardon, but I have no com- 
passion. She cannot starve ; and, though I .would 
help her in, want, she must be in want before I 
would help her.' 

* Well ! would you have the duke's heir assist 
her husband ?' 

* O no, no!' said Bellarmine: ' on my expe- 
s*iencc 1 say, no. Frederic shall not be reduced 
to beggary, if I can avert it: this will be a 
point o^ duty with me, but beyond it, I should 
think it unsafe to go.' 

* I differ from you,' replied Sir Tuucred : * I 
think the man who thus unexpectedly must 
come into such immense property — ^and who, 
for I know him well, is very little deserving of it, 
—must, in conscience, settle five hundred a. year 
on the poor woman for her separate use, give 
five thousand pounds to her husband, on condi^ 
tion of his quitting the kingdom for ever; and/ 
if he has any honour, he will, where it will evi- 
dently be well used, repair what injury Gass's 
speculations may have done to those who thought 
too well of him.' 
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The earl was silent out of delicacy ; it was a 
question in which he could not interfere. Lady 
Brentleigh was silent from the habit of obeying 
her husband. — Bellarmine gave his firm veto— 
Rosanne her warm negative. — Lady Agnes 
sifiiled. 

* I have a strong suspicion/ said she, fixing 
her eyes on Sir Tancred with a look indescribable 
to those who knew her not — it united exultation, 
anxiety, conviction, doubt, and mirth. 

* You are right, Lady Agnes,' said Sir Tan- 
cred gaily : * I knew yoii would detect me. — ^I 
am sorry that I am not indebted to a better mo- 
tive; but certainly a very short will has given 
me every thing that poor Lady Lucretiahas for- 
feited; and, with the blessing of God, it shall 
be used as it ought to be.' 

Involuntarily every one rose, and went up to 
Sir Tancred ; but no one except Lady Agnes 
had the free power of speech. 

* Nay,* sard Sir Tancred, giving his hand to 
•every one — * let me not be vain. The words of 
the bequest are very little gratifying. I am de- 
scribed as the only one of his grace's relations 
whom he had not cause to hate.' 

* Might I be allowed to withdraw with my 
daughter f said Bellarmine: * my joy is too 
much for me.' 

* No, no, my dear Sir,' said Sir Tancred, tak- 
ing him aside;—* you must not quit us. Con- 
sider, this is a blessing indeed to we, but it 
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is doubly a blessing at this time, and when it 
can be turned . to a good purpose. I am better 
aware than you suppose, of the delicate conceal- 
xneot you have practised, to prevent my feeling 
your .generosity to me injustice towards your- 
self; and had I not been at hand to act as occa- 
sion might require, I could not have submitted 
to it. You must allow me>at lea&t, to see whast 
is to be done with this bridegroom andrbis bride: 
I have offeFed them terms, and b?kv« given tb^m 
only a time, which is nearly expired^ to acoept 
them.' 

Still Bellarmme begged to retire : he was ia- 
dulged, and Rosanne attended him to the li- 
brary. She allowed him to remain sileat aild 
in quiet^ well knowing that an oppressed mind 
jsf only the more oppressed by officious solici- 
tude. Her father's first power of speech repaid 
her care. * How vain,* #aid he^ ' is it to suppose 
we can understand the system, of Provideocei— 
how presumptuous to set bounds to possibility ! 
:fCould I have projected what I havejseeiaaccoiDr 
.plished f Should I not hav^ treatejd as visionary 
any such prediction? Befpre J had the will to 
ask it, I have experienced mercy ; axid before I 
could prove my <lis!positiQ|i to subn^it^ those who 
have injured me have been punished !— O pty 
Rose! but for this one obstacle, you might now 
be h^ppy indeed ! we should have every thing 
-to hopg-^nothing to. fear, and the delight of 
isipe^ag tliose qiost closely connected with u^ 



liqpipy. X foxesee Sir Ta^icred .will now marry 
Lady Agws, and v'e should all Ue.one family, 
I CftniiQtquife.giv^ up my hope in Lord Mont' 
ryl^s's honour — here are so many circunastances 
tb^t dfaw us togeftber/ 

^ Dp pot let u$ huild castles, dear father/ 
paid i^qs^iiiie : ^ we shall have hapipiness enough 
in seeing ptbers happy, and our minds will never 
wsa^treipplpyment, if we dp hut copap^e tlie 
coui^e i^^ings in this wprld with the order im- 
prest <)n them by its Crcjaton Forgiv£ me ; 
][)ut, IP 9uch^ case as .tbi^M^-c^nnQt ,be belioldea 
to a sa^ei of ||ipnour/ 

Sir J^p^red iaterrupted a conversation! /w^hicji 
ItosapQe began .to fear indicated a dispqsitipu 
still too sanguine — still clinging to the world. 
* Here,' said he as he entered, * here are two 
brilliant epistles.' The one was from the Lady 
Lucretia, sneaking, grovelling, returning thanks 
like a mendicant for the bounty extended to 
her, — almost unsaying what she had said, writ- 
ten, and subscribed of Mr, and Mrs. Bellarmine, 
laying all the blame on the deceased wife, in 
hopes of paying court to the surviving husband, 
and complying with some very supposable requi- 
sitions of SirTancred, by the most humble con* 
fession of her malice, and the meanest entreaty 
for forgivenisss. The only genuine sentiment, 
perhaps, was that with which her ladyship con- 
cluded — her execration of her own folly in mar- 
ry ingy and of the man whom she had so foolishly 
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married. The other epistle was more creditable. 
Mr. Frederic Gass accepted thankfully the ge- 
nerosity which he confessed himself little to de- 
serve : he would quit the kingdom gladly, and 
convince Sir Tancred, by his future conduct, 
that neither his munificence nor his advice was 
thrown away : he considered himself as in some 
measure indebted for this bounty to the interest 
Mr. fiellarmine*s situation had called forth, 
therefore he begged his most humble acknow- 
ledgments might be offered to him, with the 
sincerest repentance of the rash revenge he bad 
taken for supposed affronts, and his very so- 
lemn promise that no accounts of him should 
ever reach him that would riot testify his amend- 
ed conduct. 



< •» 



Jij^ 



ROSANNfi. *97 



CHAPTER LXX. 

It was a bitter parting that separated Rosanne 
from the Byram family, m which now she did 
not doubt she was to include Sir Tancred 
Ormesden ; and heavy, though the month was 
-May, was that journey back, which, in the for- 
mer instance, had been so gay, so flattering. 
The day was dreary— the roads were such as 
made the way tedious — the hills seemed always 
against them, and but for the love of Mr. Grant; 
and the recollection of the peace he diffused 
round him, she would have felt herself an exile 
from one place without attraction to another. 

Her father's situation resembled that of an in- 
voluntary but rash homicide, conveying the 
corpse that he had deprived of life : he could 
speak x>nly of his repentance, and his unavailing 
wish to atone for his error. This was now added 
misery— it kept recbllection awake, or itajvoke 
it whenever it slumbered. 

At length they reached Mr. Grant*s, and 
Rosanne's looks said, ' 'T is the house indeed, 
but whither has flown the dove of peace ?' Yet 
when they stopped, and she saw her dear friend 
at his threshold, her heart said, * Yes, peace 
^iH i^turn^— that peace which the world cannot 
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give — that peace which the world cannot take 
away/ 

* I intended/ said Mr. Grant, when he sate 
down between his newly arrived guests, with 
thankfulness that those so much the objects of 
his anKiety were a^ain under hifli pfQteqtionr^ 
' I intended to have .been quit^e alone to irec$i;vfe 
y^u ; hat poor Arthiir XfyndeH eap^e If^jt pigh^ 
to give me a sad account of his m^trimQp]^ 
comfarts: bp and Jm <wlfe had, Iknew, /seoia 
diaagredl : ^^ won^Au Jmd the folly nu4 pre- 
sumption to e;speQt:to:be better treated :6>r, the 
in&iny of imng >$uch a xuHtntess; ito4 »y<}K)upg 
gentleimu pould not ^ee itbe r^d3Qn£(bl(9iies6 of 
her claim ; J so of course they qugrrolM, ^^nd pf 
coucse lnome became dmgreeable, andev^ry ;atr 
traction Away from it, a^tienipt^tioii : they MvP 
beew in Loi:Klon and at Bath $inc^ I Jiefml of 
them ;. and ttow this :siUy cit^ture, who Abso- 
lutely was seduced gut of;her,»atural Jnanity by 
hearing that if she w^Mld.begay.^be wiglitbavsp 
a title, has. sacrificed, her 4»fe jto diMipatiQn :*t- 
'^be died. last week^ and Arthur is rcometo hi^ 
old' quarters : the popr fellpw is.^bPC^^ed ^ex-^ 
:ti»mely, and may, for a few week^« fwcy him-« 
.self very unhappy ; but in the. end !he will fi|*l 
;hi5 loss a great ^gain; and the forti^iKe.hi^ wi^^ 
:h$is left, will be of mnch move use to. hw. tbwi 

she^ouldererlbe/ . ■ u 

.Eoswnei wearied »n^ o^pr^^^ed^ wa^ illtie 
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able to bear the addition which the sights .eve^ 
of a stranger's jsorrow, must prove; but for Ar- 
thur's ingenuous nature and hi» affectionate 
heart, which she^kaew, under good treatment 
would have paid large intei'est for any thing be- 
;5towed on it, she felt more than for ja stranger. 
Wishing to avoid the meeting, she begged tp 
retire for the ni^ht, before Arthur, who had 
/dined at his father-in-law's, came in: she was, 
indulged ; and when left in her chamber, which 
before, even compared with Chateau- Yicq, had, 
iaher eyes, superior charms, she could not but 
be sensible, that, however resigned we may be 
to the rough roads of this world, the bruises of 
a fall from a lofty precipice will make us re- 
jnember the height from which we fell- 
Perhaps Rosanne would have behaved better, 
had any specific been yet discovered and admi- 
nistei^ed, by which the action of mind on body 
may be prevented; bi^t she had now r^si^ed 
part qf her cares for ber fatbqr to Mr. Grants 
^nd, the counteracting stimulus, in any. degree 
removed, she felt to what her exertions bad re- 
duced her. Her confident boastii^g had serycd 
its purpose; but it was at an end, when, after 
a disturbed ^ight, she found it im^ossibl^ to 
jiise, though jjhe could not allege any thing bu,t 
Igeneral inability, as a reason. 

Again the . good Grant's incomparable plain 
sense aided, all around bim : he sent fiellarimoe 
into ^ Ubrarj'^rrhe rode ouf:. Y^ith. Arthur I^n- 
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den ;— he directed even the medical treatment 
of Rosanne :• — light diet— ^febrifuges — air — new 

• interests — agreeable images — resignation to In- 
finite Wisdom — hope in Infinite Mercy — re- 
liance on the means ordained for infinite happi- 
ness — were his prescriptions; and under them 
she gradually amended, and had the consolation 
of seeing her father all she could have hoped, 
from the kind and judicious treatment he had, 
as well as herself, experienced. 

Arthur Lynden had not been wanting in the 
most affectionate services to Bellarmine; he 
knew nothing but that Rosanne had been ilF, 
and, therefore, concluded that her father must be 
afflicted; and, when she appeared amongst them, 

* at the end of a fortnight, he forgot all his own 
recent grief in kind assiduities to her. — It was 
some amusement to the party, who were too 
much occupied with a sameness of ideas, to ob- 
serve on the artificial character Arthur was 
striving to gain, in order, evidently, to recom- 
mend himself; he was fen years older, in his 
own imagination, for six months' experience. 
He had been a married man, and was almost 
ludicrously a widower. * I can never think,* 
said Mr. Grant, ^of Arthur, as having buried a 
wife, without bringing to my imagination the 
grimace that must have attended the episcopal 
ceremonies of the boy-bishop, in the church of 
Salisbury, before the Reformation ; but yet I 
would not discourage him from any deport- 
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tnent that can give even one coat of paint to 
his absorbing heart, and help to keep out a 
little of the weather it must meet with.' This 
was the farthest that the delicate mirth of Mr. 
Grant would go ; to have laughed at what he 
soon discovered, Arthur's hopes of rie-instating 
himself in Rosanne's attention, to which he saw 
no obstacle but his own imperfections, would, 
as she was circumstanced, have been impossible 
to a mind so alive to propriety. 

The Byram family had omitted nothing tliat 
could keep affections warm and intercourse open, 
during the period of inevitable suspense; and 
it was ended with very little more delay tbaa 
that for which . they had calculated. Sir Tan- 
cred Ormesden made himself the bearer of I^ord 
Montrylas's letters, and of those from the fa- 
mily; and the expression of his countenance, 
as he entered the parsonage-house, said, ' Be 
happy !' 

Rosanne was alone when this zealous mes.- 
senger arrived; the gentlemen received him; and 
Mr, Grant brought to her the packet ; he opened 
it for her, and, save and except Lord Montry- 
las's letter to her, perused its contents with 
hen Lord Montrylas had written in a situatiou 
very little favourable to reflection, but yet what 
he said to his father appeared the result of 
thought ; as it expressed no surprise, no shock^ 
on the receipt of the very painful detail^ for- 
warded to him, there was reason to 3uspect that 
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this wa& a letter calculated fbr Rosanne's peru- 
sal.— He began with thanking the earl for his 
paternal' care, and proceeded to argne on the* 
justifiable grounds on wliich alliances, where 
there were any objectionable circumstances, were 
avoided; he considered them asall resolvable into 
, the fear of hereditary failing; against this he was 
so secure, that he could have no apprehension ; 
andi, as Mr. Bcllarmine's error appeared quite as 
much matter of repentance to himself as of re- 
gret to his friends, he could' not hesitaite.— 
Whatever might be attempted by envy, ha- 
tred, or malice, he held himself now too deeply 
pledged to have any right of retracting ; and 
he conffessed himself too much attached to 
the only woman he could ever Ibve, to wish it 
in his power. He was very much indebted to 
his lordship for remitting the matter to his de- 
cision; it was consistent with the kindness hi- 
therto extended to him; and he flattered himself, 
if he might judge from the language of his 
communication, that he met Im wishes in in- 
dulging his' own, and in defeating the wicked 
designs of an artful woman. His greatest 
rexation was the probability of his being: de- 
tained longer than he had expected ; but, in the 
hope that Miss Belbnnine w^? very much his 
sister's companion, he must rest satisfied in ful- 
filling the claims his country had on him. 

His lordshipV letter to Rosanne noticed not 
any Question ; it repeated, in the very tenderest 
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expressions; tlie many ^sr^urances she had re- 
ceived of invafi^ble love ; ^nd, in' the gayes^tj 
manner, bade bet took forward to the time 
l^rhen h& should allow no one to sliare his soli- 
dtude fbt her happines^. ft called to mind th^ 
fcright days of that Southampton acquaintance. 
Tt said all that could be said to convince her 
thdt no impresBion had* been made on his mind. 

Lord Brentleigh wrote politely add kindly; 
he had rrferred to his scon's, decision — ^his son 
had decided; the rdspectivfe situation of the 
families was, therefore, re-established. 

The countess's few lines were general expres- 
sions of affection, and a very cordial invitationi 
Lady Agnes filled her sheet with the kindest 
hopes of restored tranquiffif^, and cAforced liei- 
mother's earnest wish that their dear Rosanne 
Would, by joining fheih in Wiltshire, whither 
they were now going, accelerate her own re- 
storation and add to their pleasure. 

Sir Tancred had arrived at noon, and Mr'. 
Grant, who better knew than any one what 
passed in Rosanne's mind, amused him and took 
Arthur Lynden out of the way, .that she might 
have an opportunity of conversing with her fa- 
ther.*^^ Yet what,' he asked himself, ' had he tb 
hope but the terminatiorr of her anj^ious sus- 
pense ?-^He was sensible of her still-remaining 
objections ; he never could doubt the sincerity 
of what Rosanne said ; she was notlig^-mind- 
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ed ; she was not given to change; she had inva-* 
riably said, when at liberty to express her sen* 
timentSy without giving pain to her father, that^ 
even should Lord Montfylas kindly decide in 
her favour, and in the way that she could best 
accept, she never could be happy ; she should 
always consider herself as contemned by his re* 
lations: she should always fear, if she saw the 
least cloud on Lofd Brentleigh's brow, that she 
occasioned it : every allusion that had the small^ 
est reference to persons erring as her parents 
had erred, would wound her : she should feel 
to herself living on suiFerance ; and, should any 
pique or ill-humour, any election-animosity, 
such as she had witnessed once since ;she came 
to England, where every thing derogatory to 
the character of the candidates had been called 
up from oblivion, subject Lord Montrylas to 
bear that his strife's parents were persons of re* 
proachable morals, no rank, no affluence, not 
even Lord Moutrylajs's tenderest affection, could 
rei^tore her peace.' 

Against these weighty arguments, Mr. Grant, 
who saw no comfort for either family, unless 
the marriage took place, had found nothing to 
oppose but her father':s earnest wishes, and the 
consideration that she, as well as Lord Mont- 
rylas, had gone too far to recede. When so 
much had been done by the family to facilitate 
her happiness, they would have an equal right 
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to cokoplain of her unwilUhgiiess tx> {>eifQrm her: 
^rt of the contract, as of her entering into the 
&inily. 

. fi^Uarmine, at the first moment, impattetiti^r 
•ought bis daughter, and, with a tenjperatiire of 
jjOy and gratitude, which no one could repre<*> 
bend, congratulated her and himself on what he 
called his unmerited escape from the horror of 
destroying her happiness. — He gave her every 
assurance that the completion of his wishes, so 
£ir from rdaxing his cate to deserve the mercy* 
he had experienced, would only excite him still; 
more to show himself not wholly unworthy of 
it : ' he should give himsdf up to the study !of> 
the Scriptures, and, in connexion with them^ 
should direct all his reteaiiling activity ^o^^ttie 
iervioe of his fellow*creatures. He could not 
expect, however kind Lord Brentleigh and the 
ladies had beie^n in their concen^^for him,* that' 
tbey could be to him what they would be* 
towards a more deserving man; he should, 
therefore, remain at a proper distance, but al« 
ways ready to offer to her every thing that 
could show his high sense of her worth as IriA 
daughter, and convince her that no engagement 
which she could form, lessened his tender regard ' 
for hen' 

Rosanne hoped her acknowledgment of his 
goodness would, for the present, hide from 
him the very little alteration Sir Tahcred!s mb- 
si<m had made in. the state of her mind ; and her 
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fitther was bo smgiiiiie to be (easily i^d«N)^. 
suspicious. She joined* the^ g^ntl6men, m tl)e. 
garden before dinner, and meant that Sir Tan» 
ered should .see only her sense of his friendly 
iseali in her. cotintenance ; but Rosanne, vrho^ to 
those who lived with her^ appeared recovered, 
seemed) to him> declining; he was shocked at 
the expression of her features : be saw that i& 
was .not in the powlsr of the ^yram family to re^ 
store her happiness.*^' t am sure»' said he to- 
himseify ^Bfate feels indulged at too great an ex-^ 
pease ; h^ sense of right fen* others is superior 
to. any regand for her own interest; and I can^ 
feU Ae whob Crain oif thought in her eorrect 
ipind. 

By pleading & cotnllijssion to view a& estate^ 
IB t^e asighbburbood for a friend, which wonld- 
fiilaiAfa occiipa<doin for the liextdiiy, be gave ^r 
time to write^at ieism^ ; and she availed herself 
t€: tlbi' opportunity to state every possible ob*^ 
j^ction to the considemtion bestowed on her : 
she was advocate against herself; and she had 
theisatisfactioii of thinking tliat nothing which 
she had not anticipated, could ever wound the: 
family. Sir Twcred was tlie bearer of her lajt* ' 
ters ; and^ when he took thetn from her hand^ he 

thought her still farther from health and happi- ' 

. . ... 

ness. 



Hitherto Bellarinine and his daughter had 
bteii the guests of Mr. Grant; but now tl^y 
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agshi iBQced of aeparattng.*-^tt ^as ao little 
agreeable to iettber pirty, that a cothpromiise waa 
made^ ^amii a vety agreeable employment was 
itnickf dot for BeUarmme/ by the propo$al of 
adcBag ta the panonage-hduse for thi aocommd-» 
^tioii of its present inhabitants^ and with a 
view to Bellarmine's continuing to reside with 
Mr. Ghrant^ Arthnr Lynden had declared that 
be W(Mtild never seek another home ; and the re** 
aolution on which this declaration was founded^ 
lasted while he had hopes that Miss Bellarmine 
bad the same intention ; but, beginning to sus'^ 
pact that tiiere were other views for. her, and 
liQt darii^, at present, to bring forward his own 
wishes^ he joined a provincial corps to which lie 
bdonged) and got rid of hik black coat for the 
siimmeir months^ 

-The ne^t lettier fVotn Lady Agnea contained a 
itill more tirgent invitation to Mn and Miss 
Betlarniine ; and Itosanne, to the joy of those 
abost painfiil}y anxious for her, seemed dis« 
posed to acc^ it Her father begged Ibave 
to decline this &vour ; the trouble of super* 
iiltisndf^g workmen must fall on Mr. Grant 
if he left hjmi now ; and he felt unequal to dny 
•edety but that of his good friend, from whoiil 
he AlKMiid ne^^ter wish any diing to separateihim. 

Rosanne acquiesced ; and, with only her maid; 
^d a servant on horseback, set out for London^ 
wiiereshe knew she should, on an appointed 
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day, find Lady Agnes atid:hery6an^st.brotfaeri^ 
and migbt with them travel into 'Wiltshire. 

It was her fii^st departure from her father^ 
but she was too well content with the hands ia 
which she feft him, to feel this an increase of 
distress. The persdns to whom she was go* 
ing, were her dear friends, and she had a pur« 
pose to answer : her writing had produced no ' 
conviction— f she would then My all that sug- 
gested itself to her; and, to have.opportimifty 
for doing this, it was almost necessaify that heif 
father, should not be with her. ( 

* I did not think/ said Rosanne t6 herself, as 
she proceeded in a day neither bright norgloomy^ 
' that there (iould be a state of toiiid reitiaioiiig^ 
in which I could travel this :rpad» equally at A 
distance from the ecstacy in which I first l>ecani«i 
aciquainted ^ with . it, the flattering hope which 
attended me when I went to London, and thQ 
sad dejection in which I returned from it ;'~b!iif 
now, without jcy, without hope; and, thank 
God, without sorrow, I travel in a auUeot so|V| 
of mood, that has no character— *I iwiab I could 
call it submission; but X fear it is <mly apathy*' 

Even in entering Lord Brentleigh's houses 
there was too much of cbunteraetioR ta \wf^ 
any vivid feelings. in her noiind : but if) ^ wad 
not pleased, she was thankful, and if al)e w^^ 
not happy, she was far from nnuirmurifig. Lady 
Agnes and her brother reed ved her ^with 
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iSTOents of cordiality that icould hot be question^ 
cd: Sir Tancred visited tfietai in tlie evejiitg, and 
had ia; private- corifeii^nce with* LaSdy Agnes : 
some contingent arrAngemetit was madef'far-'hi^ 
coming into Wiltshire ; ^nd tTiat hm toove* 
meiits were interesting to » Lady Agties, Bel- 
kro)]ne*s prediction had directed Rosanne's at- 
tention to perceive. : - 

The supposition was sf ill farther conHrmed 
^^b^^lidyship^ when,' taking advantage of her 
brother's absence, after Sir Ttoered- had left 
them, she began to speak highly in his praise : 
^ I rejoice doubly, my dearest Rosanne,' said 
she, * in the wealth that has fallen to him, be- 
cause he is not only exemplary in goodness, but 
has made the best use of adversity, by learning 
how to soften it to others ; the friend for whom 
he pretended to view the estate to which the 
advowson of your good Mr. Grant's living be- 
longs, is himself; he to-morrow completes the 
business ; and I assure you one of his principal 
inducements is to watch over the comfort of your' 
father and his excellent friend; he is so afraid 
they should have a disagreeable 'squire of the pa- 
rish, that he would have bought it, even could 
he not have made it convenient to live there; 
but I am sure you will rejoice with me in his de- 
termination to put the house into the best con* 
dition, and to reside in it : you will therefore be 
certain of your father's having all the attention 
a son could pay him ; and you may be satisfied, 
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that^ in choosing a wife, Sir Taacred will {>itr 
sent a comfort to your iadier.* 

Why did ^ot Rosanne at this moment ask 
Lady Agnes whether she really was a stiranger 
to the lady Sir Tancred would marry ?-—Per>f 
haps she did not herself know why «he wm 
^s deficient-«-it might be delicacy-^it might 
be awe ; for Rosanne had a s^ciont portton ^ 
the one, and was veiy snsG^tible of the odtbr ; 
be her motive what it mi|^t» she wfts oortect 
in ^e forbearaace. 
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CHAPTER LXXI, 

A lONG suQimer^day b,iought Rosanno and her 
Coiii)>amons^ to the enid of their ^ourn^y, during^ 
which) all the aile^tioiiate kindii^s$ of the in-t 
coinparable L^dy Agiies^ whiclv vritho\it pledge 
ing hw fi>r any thing, omitted notliing^th^t Rtv-^ 
sanne's peculiar situation deipanded, waa but' 
sufficient to atone for what she ^iscovered,^ of 
thought she disoovered, in Mr. Byram, She 
would have found it dtt^cult to specify that 
whiqh, in bis very considerate att^tion ^ h^i; 
gave h^r pain; but had she been called to pha* 
racterhce it all together, ^e w^l<i bav^ siaid 
thM; it was the honourable and revered aenti* 
ment of an carl's son, educated for the pfaurcb, 
and who feh that his end^vours to stop the 
contagion of vice would be impeded, if deUcate ^ 
regards to the failings of his own family w^TC 
to interpose between hiip aiid hisi d^ty. 

Arrived at Xord Brenlleigh*s 8eat^ the recep- 
tion given to Miss B^Hannicie would h&ve flat- 
tered any one whom imagined demerit had not 
render^ sharp-sighted ; bu( she detected the 
kind ^deavour to supply from a sense of 
right, and tbip feelhag of a generous sympathy, 
that which was defident in spontaneous voli- 
tion. She read on every thing done for her 
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gratification, the inscription, * To others, not 
to ourselves/ and every kindness she received 
was a fresh dagger : she seemed fed from the 
vitals of her friends*; and slie saw them lacerate 
their own bosoms, to save her from wounds. 

The earl had not fbre$een the difficulty olp 
acquiescing in that liberty he had allowed. 
Lord Montrylas. When the alternative lay be^; 
tween abating his high pretensions, and mar^ 
ring the happineiis of peisons who were the.de*. 
]K»|taries of that of his son, he had thought' 
the sacrifice xiemanded was within his power ; . 
but when the choice was made, the costliness of, 
the renunciation was matter of cool calculation,, 
and heconsidered himself as forfeiting the high- 
est privilege hp could iippreciate, the ng^t of 
attaching upauUied honour to il long descent 
Lady Br^ntlejgh's deportment seemed to say* 
VLet us nialce the best, of tlutt which we cannot 
alter ;' and ^»dy AgneS) * O ! that I could bear 
adl uxieasinesses for all whom I love.' 

The report of an ^icpected first visit from. 
Lady Ormesden and her daughters .confirmed 
Rosanue in her opinion of Sir.T^ncred's situa- 
tion with th? family, ^nd urged l^er, if she 
mtant to 1^ ingenuous, to lose no time^ C(m« 
sidering the '^arl as the perscm to. whom she 
might address herself with the l^ast danger of;, 
future self-reproach, she reqiie^ted I^dy JVgnes, 
on tl^ day next but one to thftt of hjer aT^ival^ r 
to pbt^i|i an audience for b^n^ Sh? wa$^ pbligpfd:; 
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m some measure to reveal the use which she 
meant to make^ of it, and the confession drew 
out all that her ladyship had left unsaid : but Ro* 
saime was firm, and at the appointed hour, in 
perfect self-*poBsession, she introduced herself 
to Lord Brentleigh in his library. 

He received her with cordial politeness — ^he, 
heard her with attention ; he encouraged ha 
without interrupting her : he gave her fortitude, 
to proceed, by the conviction which secrmed to 
attend what she urged; and when she ended,: 
making her physical power to answer to her 
own moral intention, his first regard, he stated 
to' her every present, future, and contingent ad**, 
vantage of that which she seemed willing to sa*. 
crifice, and exhorted her to weigh well that pro^ 
tectioa which his family would be happy to 
offer her against the privations to which the 
course of nature and the lapse of time would 
sufafect her, before she attempted to bring him^^ 
aver to her opinions. 

• p ■ • • . 

She was not prepared to answer every thing 
that his lordship could adduce to acquit, 
him to himseli^ or to spare her : he found a 
palliation for every inconvenience, a defence 
against malice, a mean of averting situaticms 
that would provoke spleen : if be could not in 
hpttour be the advocate of general practice, he > 
Wjas disposed to admit the plea of individual . 
e^cei^tix^s; and when the amiciM^ contention; 
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^ras endeif, it seeoied only to have wmcmd tiicf 
obstacle to diat ^ich she was eadeavoutriBg t» 
reprdseat 4ts impraetioable^ ' I would jMd to 
yoiu* arguamts, my dear Miss Bdlarniiae,' saad 
lis lordship, as he atteoded iter to ^ door of 
the library, * if I did net Ibten to aa elQi|iieiice 
&r dupenor^o that even of ywir language; but 
there is a tongue in femafe rirtue, which'speaks 
irtiU more sweetly than: year Toicft-^rhftno al- 
wnyi wished that my son adgbt many oneof the 
best young women in the world ; and I:peioeiyo> 
that I must forego my wish if I itsteneii. to 
your persuasions/^^Had Rosanne not Jseen oon* 
Tinced that what she said, wns Ibunded in iea>- 
son, she might now have heen iiioro dian aa^^ 
fied«^-^Wfaat she had ur^KU seemed to have bosa 
very jfo^ottrabiy reported rshesaw an increase 
of kindness iii every one. 

i Very pkasant letters fwm her father and Mr; 
Grant the next iky, contribated toher ccaiseia^ 
tion ; and a request from the: latter to tber tart 
to bestow a little good advice on Captain Lynden, 
who M'as ipiarteved in4he town near his padcy 
hcooght Arthur as Mr. Byram-s guest at dlnnei; 
jast in tune, to meet Lady and >4he Miswa 
Qnsesden* ,v 

. In the ptosent state of BosfuiBeVaihidy Af^ 
thnr would have been a niiisuce> alone and^at 
Hberty^^^Thd > ladies wefe relief in tliwiselves^ ^ 
and, as they mightooeupy his aMentnm, douUy 
welcDa»if>Bo8aime hsRl<Htri(>«ity to-see tlm^ 
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Hid At eduld not but feel well disposed towarcb 
lj» Klationa of ny one to whosis friendship 
dbe wfts 83 mneh indebted as to t)[iat of Si« 
Tancred 

Lady Onnesden had all the remains of elegant 
beauly chastened by affliction: her daughters 
were blooming into superior lovelines$, — Miss 
Oraiesden resembled a lily whose stem had 
seeded a stronger soil for the support of a 
lujcuriant flower: her sister seemed a violet 
content with the gromid. 
. Lady Ormesdeii had removed from the place 
of her concealn^ent, for it was more Idian re* 
tireinenty'to ocicupy ia house in Berkshire, which 
she had heretofore made profitable by letting it; 
but not yet settled in her new abode, she. 
had made this visit of gratitude her daughters* 
first iQtroduction, and they afforded ti^ novel 
2^cta^ of two girls of family, visiting in the 
hot^se iof persons of the first rank, before they 
had seen so much of the world as a ccmntry** 
town, would afford. Excepting from books^ 
or the franked letters of their mother's few 
fnends, they knew not that society existed 
other than they had seen it in a very sequester^ 
villagi^ in which they visited no one, because 
U^tt^ W4^ do .on<e ta visit : they had never slept 
out of ^bgjor mother's rpMi mnce their first re^ 
nembraitMb because their mother never could 
affofd » eepakate apartment ; they had never 
diMd. tt .l^ly. tpUe buft.liers : of plays, operas. 
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balls, concerts, and the other append^tges of a 
metropolis, they had ideas obtained like those 
of blind persons ; and in the commoti pursuits 
of young women in their situation of life, they 
were as uninterested as if they had been reared 
with * the sons and daughters of Abyssiiiianf 
royalty,* in the happy valley. ♦ ■ 

With these circumstances of difference ftbnt 
the rest of the world, which she was tb ^d im 
Miss Omiesden and her slitter/ Rosanne was in-' 
trusted ; and the resemblance which theiir seclii-^ 
aion seemed to bear to l^at of her early li/e^, al- 
lowing for the dissimilarity of pecuniary detail^' 
was felt by her as an attaching identity. » 

' The ladies arrived two hours before <)innei^ ^ 
and Miss Ormesdeti and hei* si&ter beingf shown*' 
to their apartment, to refresh theniBelves after a> 
dosty journey, ^Lady Omiesden Itdgered to be-' 
speak the allowance and patience they would, she 
fearbd, need; She was pleltsed to karn tfeaf the^ 
situation of public affairs in France had siiljec^^^ 
Miss BeUarmine almost- to the same disad^an^' 
tage; and to facilitate^ the method of treating*^ 
her ' young savages/ as she called them, she- 
explained the very limited plan on Whi^h-die- 
had formed their manners : ^ I have given tbetrl/^ 
said she, ^ only three rules of beimvtobf } 1^ 
have taught them to be humble, t» if^^th^f^^* 
ing, and to be Useful) and aa a g^eral^^^dld of) 
reference, where they might ^ m^^Mdift, I kxvU- 
r^commeud^ them taf utthemkelv^ ii)^4rafa^^ 
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patioiii in die place of the person to whom ):heir 
liiehavioiir might address itself, and then to judge 
>irhat would appear most, right to themselves* 
^ All this, little as it is/ said Lady Ormesden^ *X 
have^; however, inculcated from the best sources 
of instruction; I have literally taught them 
makings -from tl^ Scriptures-^how far I have 
faeen^ right, I am sorry to say, the experiment 
of tOHiay! will show. — Your ladyship will not 
be astonished at any thing they may do : — ^they 
have. conditioned with me to hear of their faults 
before we part for the night ; and when these 
are^ as I fear they will be, glaring, any assist* 
ance . in correcting them, I shall esteem as an 
exertion of as kind guardianship to my girls as 
your lordship's generosity was to my son/ 

Arthur Lynden was not admitted into this 
confidence: he was in the saloon when the la- 
dies oame from their toilette; and that the 
beauty of Miss Helen Orraesden struck him, 
was instantly evident to Rosanne, who knew. 
Arthur's tindery heart. Dinner was served, and 
he was very much embarrassed between the ho- 
nour of Lady Brentleigh's right hand, and his- 
manceuvring to sit near Helen — biit fate did not 
stand his friend : he wias compelled to take up 
with the .honour and his old .acquaintance Ro- 
aanne; and her < thoughts were diverted from 
their h$A pleasant channel, by (the difficulty he 
found in being content. 

Mias .Ormesden, Bosamie knew, ' firom . Sir 
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Tancmd^t report^ to be twentjr yean of a^; 
and his affectionate expresaioiiis testified to some 
degree of worthy though delicacy in fefenang 
to the drcttmstances which had formed an early 
trial for her, would not penmt him to be partis 
cular in describing her merits t but what he 
Ind said had giYen her no expectatioii of tfaat 
which she found. 'Mudias I dislike preten* 
aions to develope character by the tnfennatioii 
of features/ thought Rosannei ^ I should say 
of this young woman, judgpng fay Tier counte* 
nance, that hers is a great mind, oppressed by 
an early acquaintance with affliction. O!^ 
thought she, * how comforted I am that my 
dear father is not here ! it would distress. him to 
know what those women are who bave suffered 
even partially by him/ 

Dinner passed without the least impropriety 
betrayed on the part of the young ladies-^they 
were quiet and collected ; and if liieir walkt' of 
knowledge of the world was shown by any 
thing, it could be only by a transient blush 
when they began to speak : if there was any 
particular reference to the approval of the mo- 
dier, it manifested itself rather in cadtioaanesa 
not to look at her,' than in aiiy awkward search 
for her direet^ms i-^tke elder seemed to treal! 
her with respectful constderation-^tbe youn^ier 
seemed to feel no shame like that of making her 
ashamed of her. 

Arthur Lyndeft was not in the best mood for 



^nicmmg' to^ advantage the poviFers of Missi 
Onmsdeb ;'^-«ngroMed by her sistei^s attract' 
tibusi he felt every thing said by the elder, an* 
mtemiption ; while Mr*. Byram, extremely 
cihaijiied by Miss Onnesden, listefied vrkh the 
utmost attention if she spoke. There was dt 
tfemulousness in her voice, which made her* 
conttBuing to speak a &vour, and called for en-^ 
coitr&gement to her tinder an exertion that^ 
might be painfal ;' but once warmed into inte^ 
irest^ she was too perfect in what she said, to 
bft put ottty and too humble ta be disconcerted.' 
Rosdnn^ hitherto the darling of the Byram fa- 
mily^ felt herself eclipsed : she had no preten- 
sions that could rival Miss Ormesden — ^for her 
beauty was now clouded by an anxious mind ;' 
and ^ natural endowments of Honoria Ormes- 
den were such as acquirements could not equal. 
But Rosanne felt no jealousy — she could love 
Honoria^ and situated as* she was^ her esti- 
mation for such superiorities with the Byram ' 
family, was not a point of which she felt parti- 
cularly tenacious. 

flncouragied by the very kind Qpndescensiou 
of dx^. to^ whom they were guests, the young 
ladidSy by 49ie close of dinner, had obtained the 
takor necessary to something beyond mere an- 
swering ; and Miss Ormesden h^ made a rie* 
iftcrk to Bosafme; on the heraldic engraving on 
a piece of plate near her. Lord Brentleigh, . 
seet&iug to understand tfa&t he was not to slight 
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a polity deference for what might be sttp{K>9ed 
an aristocratic taste^ entered into the conver* 
sation, and fostering with benigqity the 3'Qiuig 
lady's modestly*presented ideas, he led her on 
till even Arthur listened, and intending to join 
in her sentiments, began to commend the mul- 
tiplied record* of heraldic bearings. ' I prefer,' 
9aid slie, * the simplicity of distinction to its 
complexity: — the Byram cross, though many 
families bear the same device, is a noble recog-* 
nition of interest in a common cause*— it says,. 
' I will rather be one of an illustrious m^ny^ 
^tha|l myself conspicuous and alone/ Ouc^ 
foolish elm-trees say nothing to my understand- 
ing, but that they must rob the space of land 
they occupy/ 

' You do not, then, like canting arms, as the 
heralds call such bearings ?' said his lord^p. , 

^ I did not know they were so qJled,' . said 
she, * but I dislike all ill-placed wit; and this, 
approaches very near it' 

* Yes,' said L^dy Agnes, \ too near it— I 
confess I should not have liked a ram held up . 
for sale, for the charge of my lozenge/ 

' What,' said Mr. Byram, * then. Miss Orgies- 
den, do you think of quibbling mottpp?' * 

She shoqk her head. ; * 

. ^ O !' said Lady Ormesden, * Honoria has her 
own system of mottos : — explain it, mj dear— » 
y pu are speaking to indulgent auditors/ . . 

After a moment's hesitation^ she said, ^ I dare 
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«ay what I proposed is not practicable, or it 
would have been thought on long before — the 
adventure cannot have been left for me to ac- 
complish,' added she, smiling. * What I said 
to my mother was, that I wished mottos were 
sentiments of virtue and acrostics of family- 
names, because they would then assist in the 
knowledge of family : they would make that 
which is intended to inform, more informing ; 
and, if well chosen, they would impress a pre** 
cept, up to the spirit of which children might 
be brought to alct. Now, from our motto, * At^ 
*• tender moi sous I'orme,' I had hoped to find 
that some patriotic heroes of old had assembled 
under the shade of an elm-tree, to consult on 
the restoration of a royal family, and the deli- 
verance of a people from the bondage of an 
usurper; but the dictionary says, that * Attendre 
' sous Forme' means * to wait till doomsday ;* 
and that is a day which, in this sense, should 
not be familiarized to our ideas.' 

' Would it be troubling you too much/ said 
the earl, ^ to ask you to give me a specimen of 
your motto-system ?* 

* O no, my lord,' said Honoria ; ' I will re- 
collect a few that occurred to me.' 

Her examples were ingenious and elegant:—* 
Helen reminded her of «ome which did not 
occur to her. 

' I hope/ said the earl, * you have not left us 
without our share in your scheme.' 

V9U Hh r 
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* Were I to say the truth/ she replied, * I 
Bever turned my invention yet to your lordship'g 
name : — it does not,' said she, smiling, ^ address 
itself to my imagination ; but I could presently 
think on something that would make a precept: 
* Be ye J'eady at midnight,' would be understood 
by those conversant with the Gospels^, My 
brother,' she concluded, with a look,that madeibis 
lordship take out his handkerchief, ' could, I am 
convinced, improve on my poor idea.' 

Lady Brentleigh interposed the refreshment 
of a little ice for Miss Ormesden. Helen cjbey* 
ed Lady Agnes by explaining a process in 
some manufacture which happened to have come 
within her knowledge. 

The ladies quitted the table; and passing 
through the house to a beautiful lawn at the 
back of it, which the sloping rays^ of the sun, 
now little more, than an hours journey above 
the horizon, made tem^perate — they divided: 
Lady Agnes, as if to give tJie liberty which she 
knew would be desirable, took Honoria and 
Helen with her : Lady Brentleigh and Rosanne 
remained with Lady Ormesden. 

' How happy you are, my dear Lady Ormes- 
den,' said the countess, * in two such dau^ters! 
—•your savages are the best bred savages I ever 
met with ; and I really should say, if I had not 
a daughter and a daughter's friend, that I Bew 
yet saw two young n'omen neiarly approiacbing 
to them,' 
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* I believe/ said Lady Ormesdeii, * they are 
as good as any ot^her system of education would 
have made them — whether keeping them igno- 
rant of the world is a fair way of fitting them 
for it, I have yet to learn — but this praise I 
must take to myself — I have made their first 
knowledge of society pleasant. The kind re- 
ception given them to-day, will hkve an 
effect on them through life : they will not feel 
discouragement, when they recollect how they 
have been received by those for whom tiiey have 
the highest deference, and to whom they are 
so indebted/ 

The sympathy which Rosanne felt in the only 
degree of seclusion she could ever compare with 
her own, made her curious as to the manner in 
.which these girls had been reared. She took 
off all reserve from their parent, by adverting, 
herself, to the regret which her father would 
feel on seeing thetn; and she learnt that Sir 
Tancred's education had been made that of his 
sisters — that his vacations had been spent in in* 
structing th.em — that Lady Ormesden's time 
and elegant accomplishments had been wholly 
bestowed in atoning for the disadvantages under 
which they lived, — ^and that, without any other 
instructors than their mother and their brother, 
guided by the principles of religion, and those 
important sub-divisions of it, moral virtue, ho- 
nour, delicacy, — profiting by a select library, 
which she had increased her privations to 
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retain, and never suffering a moment to pass un^ 
used, Honoria and Helen had been made what 
they had shown themselves. * I believe/ said 
Lady Ormesden, * I escape some anxieties which 
mothers in general must experience. I could 
venture to trust them in many trying situations ; 
and/ added she, turning aside, * I hope I could 
commit them to the mercy of their Creator. 
For the encouragement of others/ said she, in 
a firmer tone, ' I make iro scruple of saying 
that I have had some trouble — intellects the 
bounty of Providence gave them ; but I do not 
think either of my girls near as faultless by na- 
ture as their brother : he has all their ability ; 
—and I never had the least difficulty but to 
check the overflowing of his generous heart. 
Now Honoria was born proud, and Helen 
peevish ; and the vestiges of their natural dispo- 
sitions will perhaps, as long as they live, mark 
their characters j but this difference will, I be- 
lieve, appear now very safely : Honoria will lead 
when courage will secure a benefit to another : 
Helen will be assiduous where she can be usefiil. 
' Honoria will say, * Be happy' — Helen will say, 
' You shall be happy if I can make you so.' I 
^m not/ said Lady Ormesden,. ' in the least de- 
gree apprehen3ive for their exposure to the vex- 
ations of life — they have seen sorrow — they 
know how to be content : their list of real ca- 
lamities is very short, and their sense of gra- 
titude very strong: they know the tenure of 
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this world*s inheritance— they are thoroughly 
aware of that which is to succeed it ; and the 
sober thankfulness with which they have borne 
this great reverse of our forttiti^s^ which, my 
dear Miss Bellarmine, your noble-minded father 
began, convinces me that I may trust them, even 
in prosperity. I shall, by very gentle degrees, 
now show them * the world,' but not t to the 
* world :' in the spring th^y shall be in Lon- 
don ; and if the protection extended to them 
within these few hours, may be continued- to 
them, I shall be as tranquil as, thank God, I 
have been in watching their vegetative lifel* 

Such a day as 'thi$ seemed to hush the cares 
that disturbed Rosanne^ Arthur Lynden took 
his leave, consoled for quitting Helen by a ge- 
neral invitation from Lord Brentleigh ; and Ro^ 
sanne rejoiced that, from so agreeable a party^, 
be was the only subtraction. 
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CHAPTER LXXII. 

From hours, which, unlike some of their recent 
predecessors, brought more of antidote than 
bane, Rosanne was, in two days, recalled to 
those of painful recollection, by an invitation 
to write, with the rest of the family, to Lord 
Montrylas. She had suspended^ not altered^ her 
sentiments ; therefore, whatever she wrote, must 
be a repetition of those arguments which she 
had heretofore adduced ; and with an imagina- 
tion wearied by repeated discussions, and a mind 
harassed by presenting to it all possible modes 
of suffering, under all lights, she sate down in 
tears, to advise that which was to separate her 
from persons every day more claiming her love 
and esteem. The employment of all of the 
house of Byram had been at the same time th^ 
same ; and when they met at dinner, the traces 
of it were on their countenances, and every one 
seemed, with equal willingness, to address the 
Ormesdens in preference to those concerned in 
their thoughts. 

It was renewed grief to Rosanne to observe 
this ; yet where was she to give vent to her 
feelings ? Lord and Lady Brentleigh appeared to 
have formed their mode of thinking and acting, 
wd to lepel, on system, all ber endeavours Co 
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be disinterested. Lady Agnes soothed her, and 
discouraged all mention of that which would, 
•he trusted, arrange itself; but to Mr, Byram 
she had yet made no application, and perceiving 
him at times lost in thought, and particularly 
shy of her on the day of writing, she determined 
to be explicit with him, and at least to preserve 
his esteem by revealing the oppression of her 
mind. For this purpose, she contrived to cross 
him the following morning in his early walk, 
ajid to show him the letter she had written to 
I^ord Montrylas, which contained every dis- 
suasive she could use, but concluded, as it was 
right it should, with the most perfect recogni* 
tion of the obligation by which she w^as bound, 
and a willing submission to that mode of pro- 
ceeding which, on consideration, his lordship 
thought the most becoming him to adopt. 

A few prefatory words bespoke the favour- 
able attention of one who lamented so sincerely 
as did Mr. Byram, any obstacle to his brother's 
views of happiness with such a woman as Ro- 
sanne. But when he had obeyed her by reading 
her well-written, conscientious, yet affectionate 
letter, when he saw in it that every hope that 
life affords, but that of consoling the advancing 
age of her father, was offered as a sacrifice on 
the altar of virtuous pride — and when he looked 
at Rosanne, his sentiments followed the lead of 
those of his family.; and he could not but own 
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that, thus advanced, it was best that th^ afFair 
should proceed. 

' And in saying this/ added he, ^ I give the 
allowance I dare not take — you will not/ 1 am 
sure, betray me, if, in showing myself your 
friend, I expose my own weakness: every fibre 
of my heart is seized on by Honoria Ormesden; 
but I must not introduce into pur family, the 
daughter of a gambler and a suicide. — I shall go 
to my living to-morrow ; for, if I stay a week 
longer, it will be more difficult : and now, my 
dear Miss Bellarmine,' said he, * whenever you 
hear any of the vulgar declamation on the wal- 
lowing indulgences of royalty, or nobility, you 
will, as I^do, feel with how equitable a hand 
the blessings of this world are dispensed ; — per- 
sons conspicuous in situations, have their fetters, 
which those of the subordinate classes cannot 
discern, and will not suppose : they are covered 
from sight with the robe, and secreted from th« 
ear by the ermine; but fetters they are, and as 
fetters they are felt by those whose progress 
towards happiness they impede. I will not wish 
myself the son of a sordid tradesman who has 
purchased with a next presentation for his son, 
:the first' gentleman of his family — a right to 
marry his Housemaid with impunity : I will not 
lament that I am of a noble house, or the son of 
sucli parents as mine ;-7-I have yny portion of 
^{(ood; and I will be thankful: but you and I 
must most bitterly deplore — an4 let us- impress 
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this on the minds of all the young'who coine 
in our way — that sad vitiated taste for illicit 
pleasures in others, which, far more than want 
of ancestry, opposes our views. My father, I arri 
confident, would never thwart any of his chil- 
dren in a wish of their heart ; you might have 
been the daughter of a poor parson, and he 
would have paid you the respect personally due 
to you; and. I might marry my curate's daugh- 
ter, and he would thank God that our taste fo% 
virtue was still pure. — I cannot, I will not, 
wound such a man by doing what he ought to 
disapprove. — / can plead no engagement — the 
allowances he makes for Montrylas I cannot 
claim. There is but one Rosanne Bellarmine.* - 

* What can I do to imitate your disinterested- 
ness ?* said Rosanne. * I too am fettered.— Any 
way I must be miserable ; and I would far ra- 
tlier be miserable with the approbation of my 
conscience, than without it.' 

* You will be happy with Montrylas,' said 
Mr. Byram : * when we are accustomed to the 
caution requisite, it will be easier.' 

^ I can never be accu3tomed to it,' said Ro- 
sanne ; * I have but one resource — I will, at all 
hazards, be firm. I will tell Lord Mdntrylas 
that I must risk his displeasure : X never, Mr. 
Byram, will be his wife, depend qn me, I give 
you my word.' 

* Are you serious ? Are you firm ? — Qan you 
maintain this resolution ?' 
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^ Yes— »I will persuade my father to take me 
away before he returns/ 

* Will it not be more than you can bear ? — ^I 
i^hould grieve * 

* No, I can bear any thing rather than the 
misery of bringing evil on others/ 

* Then now/ $aid Mr. Byram, * if your mind is 
noble enoagh for this exertion, I will encou* 
rage it. This/ said he, taking out of his 
pocket-book a written paper, ' is a transcript of 
Motitrylas's answer to my father's letter on this 
terrible subject. That which you saw was cal- 
culated for your eye.' 

She read the paper he gave her: — it began 
with expressing the utmost consternation and 
distress, on receiving the particulars his father 
had communicated ; it stopped little short of 
execrating the duplicity, as well as previous 
ill conduct of Bellarmine ; but it spoke of Ro* 
sanne in terms of the tenderest affection, and 
the most generous pity ; and the decision was 
that w4iich had been transmitted to her, that, 
having gone thus far, he conceived it impossible 
to retreat — that he rejoiced in his inability, 
though he knew not that he could ever speak to 
her father with complacency, or think of him 
without aversion. * 

Rosanne needed no more to direct or confirm 
her. She felt all her obligation to Mr. Byram, 
for his » kindness, his example, his precept;— 
she quitted him with acknowledgments— not 
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having dared, even in this confidential openness 
of heart, to name to him the suppositioi?. of Sir 
Tancred's and Lady Agnes's intentions. 

Mr. Byram had kft it to her option to con- 
ceal or reveal her having seen the transcript of 
Lord Montrylas's letter;— she chose the mor^ 
ingenuous procedure, as that which was right, 
convenient, and efficacious. She accommo- 
dated her letter to the information she had re- 
ceived; and not till the packet was inevitably 
dismissed, did she make known what had bcea 
her final decision, and her proceeding on it. 

If she could be repaid, the large increase of 
love she received from the hearts of the Byr ams 
would have repaid her ; but she was too sensible 
of that to which she exposed herself by this 
renunciation, to be consoled from any source 
but that which she had traced up to a celestial 
eminence. — * I plead no passion,' said she to 
herself; * I will suffer no imaginary ill to con- 
nect itself with my real substantial disappoint* 
itient; but I should have been protected, beloved, 
happy with him whom I have been compelled 
to refuse ; and now a few short years must 
deprive me of protection, of love, and happiness 
—a forlorn, neglected, unattached single being, 
I shall see one neighbour who cares not for me, 
succeed one who cares little for me; — this fa- 
mily must wean itself from me, they will draw 
away the Ormesdens ; and when I die, it niay 
be engraved on my tombstone, 
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' Here lies one Rosanne Bellarmine.^ 

« 

The increase of confidence resulting from her 
disregard to her own interest^ rendered the 
departure of Lady Ormesden and her daughters^ 
less terrifying than it would have been, had' 
Rosanne exposed herself to any possibility 
of coolness from the By ram family/ These 
agreeable visitors were now going to jbi^ Sir 
Tancred at his new purchase in Kent ; and no- 
thing but the earnest opposition of Lord and 
Lady Brentleigh, prevented Rosanne's taking 
the opportunity of returning with them. She 
vrote, by their favour, to Mr. Grant, bespeaking 
for them his best affections, and to her father^ 
describing herself as infinitely relieved by the 
election she had « made :— she had avoided all 
mention of the confidential letter which had 
concluded her decision : she assured him of the 
increasing kindness of her noble friends ; and 
endeavovring to amuse him by portraying the 
new captivity of Arthur Lynden, as very for- 
midable, she thought it impossible he could 
discover that she was not perfectly calm. 

To avoid giving renewed pain to Lord Mont- 
Tylas's family, by receiving his reply while with 
them, she made arrangements for returning into 
Kent, before it could arrive. Mr. Byram, Who 
seemed liappy to do whatever could testify his 
sense of her desert, came purposely to attend 
her to town ; Lady Agnes again accompanied 
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her; and from the earl's house in London, she 
easily reached again that which she had now 
to regard as her only home, Mr. Grant's recto- 
rial dwelling ! making, as she travelled, a fresh 
comparison of her varying situation, and, on the 
whole, feeling herself a gainer in some particu- 
lars of important advantage, having now good 
reason to promise herself the continued friend- 
ship, of the Byrams, and hoping to keep alive 
that of the Ormesdens, unless the union tf the 
families should be followed by a wish to forget 
past vexations connected with her name. She 
dared not indeed look forward to the effect of 
Lord Montrylas's return,-~such sentiments as 
those which he had expressed towards her poor 
father, however merited, must make them shy 
of each other. 

But in one point she felt herself really a gainer: 
in firmness of mind, now that she had resolved, 
and carried her resolution into effect; and look- 
ing back with humble confidence on the motive 
actuating her, she met that consolation and 
support which alone she sought, and alone 
could rely on. — ^ And still, still,' thought she, 
in concluding her sad ruminations, * let me be 
honest — I would rather have my mind thus dis- 
agreeably filled with regrets and forebodings, 
thin experience again those miserable feelings 
that destroyed every pleasure at Chateau- Vicq. 
I ^m daily drawing nearer to that which wiH 
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Mcure me from increase of suffering.— Whik I 
lived in ignorance of my Maker, I seemed always 
going farther from it. If I have a good ac- 
count of my dearest father's health and state of 
mind, and can but persuade him that I am con- 
tent, I will not murmur.' 

But this satisfaction she had not : her deter- 
mination had fixed heavily on the heart of Bel- 
larmine ; and the more he admired the conduct 
of hi^ daughter, the more oppressive he felt it* 
He had not, indeed, receded from any part of his 
good intentions : he was regular, he was pious ; 
*— a child in submission to punishment, and dis- 
posed to relinquish all that he felt he had a right 
to foi'ego; but the happiness of Rosanne did 
not come under this description of transferable 
indulgences : here he had no permission to sub- 
mit. He was extremely reduced in flesh, and 
debilitated in strength; and Rosanne, in addition 
to her own trials, had to endure the sight of 
his, with the foreboding that she should see him 
sink under grief, of which his love for her was 
the source. Nor was the good Grant by many 
degrees what she had left him : his tender na- 
ture could hardly approve voluntary penance 
that involved the subsequent punishment of 
those, whose errors he hoped were corrected : 
he did not enter quite into the sentiment of tho 
Byram family : he persuaded himself that Ro- 
sanne would more than atone for any concession 
she might have accepted from them : he thought 
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they knew not their own happiness when they 
did not consult hers. Her fears, with regard to 
her father, be could not treat as unfounded : 
vexed and disappointed himself^ he could not 
entirely forbear adding his vexation and disap- 
pointment to the heap already accumulated^ 
When Rosanne said, * My father will, after all, 
die' — ^he could not say ' No, no :' — he replied, 
^ And you will follow him — and theit I shall 
indeed feel, for the short remainder of my life, 
what it is to lose a daughter. — St. Paul says 
that ^ the desolate hatb many more children 
^ than she which bath an husband ;' — it has of tea. 
been nly lot to feel that the human heart hasi a 
larger family than any that can be numbered up 
by consanguinity or alliances.' 

The only enlivening circumstance ^tending 
tbis gloom, was the vicinity of the Ormesdens, 
who, residing in part of the manor-housie 
while the rest was putting into that state of per- 
fect comfort which would make it a very desi- 
rable residence, immediately paid every attention 
to Rosanne. Sir Tancred had heard from Mr. 
Grant her determination, and, influenced by bis 
friendship f6r all parties, and his particular re- 
gard for Lord Montrylas, he conversed with her 
, in private on the subject, giving every possible 
encomium to her noble sentiments, but not at all 
admitting that his. friend would concur in her 
decree. She could not prevail on herself to dia- 
dose that which she coiisidered as a refutation 
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of all his arguments, Lord Montrylas^s private 
letter — it was not in favour of her father. 

The building which was to make Mr. Grant's 
house sufficiently commodious for the perma- 
nent residence of Bellarmine, had proceeded very 
slowly ; no one had hastened the tardy work- 
men,, and every question thai could be reserved 
for her, was thrown by for consideration. She 
tried to excite interest and give energy ; but shd 
had herself neither the one nor the other : the 
only situation congenial to her mind was the 
churchyard,^ where she could sit on a graVe that 
sheltered one sufferer, and read that truest history 
which tells that there is a hope for all, of 
which we cannot be defrauded, but by ourselves 
— one refuge from calamity, which all who seek 
may find. 

Arthur Lynden was, at this time, the guest of 
Mr. St. £rme, and his attentions were received 
at the manor-house as those of any other geidtle* . 
man in the neighbourhood. On the news of 
Rosanne's arrival, he had made her a visit, and 
his good-nature was hurt by what he saw: some- 
thing unpleasant he could suspect,, but Ar- 
thur was in no one's confidence : he tried to 
learn the cause of her dejection, and of the ill 
looks of Mr. Bellarmine, and the increased seri- 
ousness of Mr. Grant ; but he was put off with 
general answets ; and he saw and was sensible to 
his own want of importance. 

Unable to bear any oppression of his spiritSi 
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Artbur ivxcte to Rosa&ne : he. told her fnsokly 
that he siupected some obstacle to her prospects^ 
and mas wretched under the suspicion, and th^' 
corroboration it received from what he had ob^^ 
served in visiting at the rectory-house : he did 
nc^ explicitly say, * Perhaps you may now wish 
you had been less hasty in rejecting me;' nor 
did he state his apprehensions that his visits at 
the manor*house might excite her jealousy ;-*^ 
for Arthur was neither presuming nor conceited; 
—but he had studied on his own stock of ideas ; 
he knew how often he had repented precipita-* 
ticxi— *-he knew how he felt when another seemed 
preferred to himself; and Rosanne had too much 
of his respect and esteem to suffer him to over-*^ 
look the possibility of his increasing her uneasi- 
ness^ by a failure in that which be had once pro* 
fbised* 

This letter contained the most perfect devo*' 
lion of himself, might he be permitted to pro^ 
£sss it--*to her, and, which he knew would hav0 
its weig^t^^to her father : • he had now ^n ^fifecr 
tton to oiier her, far more worthy than tha£ 
which she had before so justly slighted : if she 
had heard of his forming other views, he wonld 
anticipate the effect, by confessing the charge 
juat, while he congratulated himself ob not hav^ 
ing yet put it out of his power to make th/^ hap-^ 
piaess of her life his sole olsjject.' 

* Good young man !' said Rosanne, dosiiig hts 
Iff ntlemanly letter : ^ this is indeed nothing t9 

\0U III. z 
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me, but it will please my father to $ec howmuch 
of what is great may be added to an amiable r 
character, merely by acting on the Christian: 
principle of preferring another to ourselves ; 
and it will please Mr. Grant, because it will: 
show that his cares have not been thrown awly- 
on Arthur Lynden^ They must both see his 
merits, if they compare me now with He- 
len Ormesden. I am the faded flower of an un- 
kindly seaso — she is the germ of loveliness 
opening under a benign sun. 

' I can speak to Arthur better than I can 
write,' said she: ' he must not know all, buthe> 
must still have the distinction of as much confi- 
dence as I can give.* 

She sent to him. Arthur^ now kne\^'herioo' 
well, to be as much elated as when she* had be«f 
fore mis-led him by her alacrity. He obeyed 
her summons in the honest disposition to fulfil 
all he had professed, and with a ^manly! nesoiu- 
tion to deserve an approbation so corrfecC as hers,, 
by showing that he could prefer toawy dornina-* 
tion of passion, the superior indulgdnce o£ ai 
just, a tender, and a benevolent' susceptibility* . 

She confessed- to him that the prolpect whiclL 
she had; been led to consider a^ hers, was not. 
only clouded, but withdrawn ;~she oould ,BOt. 
in honour reveal particulars — the Byram family, 
so far from deserving any reproach,; had greater 
claims than ever to her love and rcspect>-r-;-iiO ] 
thipg but time, quiet, friendship, and that, sup^ 
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port which was aiForded to all who asjced it, 
could assist her. She was truly sensible to 
his more than brotherly kindness, and she did 
not know that any thing could have given her 
the pleasure she felt in seeing him settling into 
that manly character, which she sincerely hop@d 
would recommend his wishes to the Ormesden 
family. 
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* Cottt, tmne,* said Rosanue to fccr^df tmt 
UiorniiTg k tlrt week after htv Wttrtift, w!ieii iht 
rose for the first time refreshed by her sleep r * I 
certainly am better— I am not quite so pale, 
and my father last night was more cheerful, and 
dear Mr. Grant does not sigh quite so sadly ; 
and the Ormesden girls and their excellent mo- 
ther are amusing and more than amusing ; atid 
Sir Tancred is very kind — ^and Arthur L3aiden'9 
j^uccess interests me — ^and if Lady Agnes does 
come down to the manor*liouse, I shall have a 
confidential friend ; but what is all this haste ? 
—here is Sir Tancred's carriage and four horses, 
and he only in it — perhaps going to town to 
fetch Lady Agnes. The workmen are so te- 
dious — he will not wait. — / am not in their 
Confidence — ^but it may be delicacy— perhaps 
********* is arrived — and now the wedding.' 

Sir Tancred had alighted and come into th* 
house — Mr. Gxant was in his study :— in about a 
quarter of an hour they came out together, and 
the former, not aware that he was passing under 
her windoWj said, * I would stay for the pur- 
pose, but I could not do it. I have now, my 
dear Sir, given you my confidence ; no one, not 
fev^n the father, must share it with you j for tlJfc 



pe^ent I «bftll» jou vny b^ 9upe^ b9 aUent;; but 
this terrible ev^a^t you mu&t coininuQicate j atid 
God bless you ! l#t m^ kl^^w directly how they 
b^ar it* J am going inomediately to the family, 
and my stay muat be d^tenniat^d by circum- 
stances.' 

it 3ir Taucr^ drov? off, s^ing to the drivers, 
' As fa3t as you cap, not to risk your neck9» Q^ 
liurt your horses.' Hosaoxie rcmamcd at her 
Iwindow ; and as Mr. Grv^t passed a^aiu \inder 

it, nh^ 3ai4 to hiw, ' I know there i? souietbiu^ 
t?rrib|e'^I am coming to bear it.' 
. She was instantly in his $£udy. Sha repeated 
what she had hefM'd, and entreated tP be inform-- 
ed of it^ mea»ing, 

* I would tell you/ said Mr. Grant, ^ but that 
I am sure you will so totally mifimderstand what 
you hear, that ypu will almost accuse me of 90- 
pjuioping ygu additional uneasiness ; and as it 
appears to n^e that no one of those inteirested 

for you, (c<mld have dfviied 99 merciful a d«- 
pensatipn, J may differ from you/ 

* Whatever it i^,' said *be, * pray teU it m«. 
My father ia ^t borne, is he not?' 

* I really dp »ot k*ow ; you b^ better sp 

ftpd inquifp, PF fJwU I gpP 

To gain time^ as she neither apoi^e oor move^ 
^r. Grai^t rang, and with affepted anxiety 
asked the servant where Mr* @^larmine wa3. 

^ Up wa» m\M rpwn drei^iniB^is 'Wft l*a4 

jwt left him/ . 

f 9 
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* Thank God !* whispered Rosannc— ^ Now^ 
Sir, I am ready to hear any thing/ 

She stood as if waiting to be shot. 

^ It is hard/ said Mr. Grants ^ to have such itii 
office put on mt ; stay, Rosanne, till your father 
is with you.' 

* No, Sir : does the misfortune come from th 
hand of God, or from any one in the world ?' 

' From the most merciful hand of God.* 

* Then thy will be done !* said she, raising heir 
hands and eyes : ' perhaps every thing we have 
in the world gone-^perhaps beggary; it will 
teach us to be humble ; disgrace it cannot be— - 
that the Almighty does not inflict ; — ^sin it can- 
not be, if it comes from him; any thing else I 
can face.' ' 

. ' We have obtained a great victory, Rosanne j 
but — —we have lost some officers. Now, I 
should seriously blame you if you were to make 
no distinction between the gratification a sol- 
dier feels, who falls in his duty, and the misery 
of the deaths that take place every day : in this 
instance no happy circumstance was wanting; he 
fell in the moment of as much felicity as this 
world could afibrd, and, without the suffering of 
an iqstant, is gone to enjoy that to which none 
other is to be compared.' 

' Then all is over !^— but tell me, can you,' sai4 
she, * had he my letter?* - 

* • * 

* No ; the packet is brought back by hi« ser- 
vant ; your letter is sept to you — ^it arrived th© 
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day aftqr. The family, have thought mosf kindi* 
iy bn you ; they arc as well as you. could hope/ 

' As / could hope /' said she, heavily, — * they 
4o not say^ as I = coald . wish : ' they know . my 
hopes are now brought Xilown to-nothTng'; hut if 
hei had not my letter,, this is comfort: his mo- 
^ ther, his sister, his father, they will acquit me^ 
Bat, Ot Mr. Grant, how could you talk of . 
mercy ?-i-^It may be Justice, and to that I bow; 
mercy will follow: but my fatl>er, who is to 
tell him?' ^ . . ; 

*• J will,' said Mr. Grant. 

* We xrannot endure ^many more such shocks,' 
said* she: * forgive me-^indeed I. will submit— r 
but it is very hard—if I must not cry, I— I shall 
be choked!' 

^ I will not hinder you, my dear child,' said 
Mr. Grant: ^ tears are your best relief at pre*- 
sent**^indalge them*, you will have no more 
^such shockSi I hope.- Pity your poor old friend 
for being made the^messenger of evil tidings to 
you ; think of him, my Rosanne-r-tbink what he 
suffers for you all ; yet did you ever hear him 
say, 

* Wiat *5 Hecuba to him, Of he ta Hecuba ?' 

—Your father is my brother; you my more 
than niece — the child of my ^ffeptiops ; and, 
•could I but rock you through this last stor^a 
of life, I am persuaded I shQ^ld yet live to 
s^ you happy — happier far, I am convincedi 

z4 
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than, in any s^te we !have ptctuired fo 0idr 
inu^natioDS as wbat we amid moat wbh for 
you/ 

f I have no wish to be' happy/ said Roaanoitt 
dryingrhBr tears-^^ could I but bear for others; 
—but the family i^-^the family !*^tbe farot^ec !*^ 
the sister !-^tbe parents V 

' Rosansae, they afe good people ; th^y arfe 
not so weak as you are. Every man who has a 
son in the service of his country kno wa^ the pe^ 
ril. The Almighty provides food wfaea he 
grants offspring — ^he senda consolatioh uriien he 
withdraws a child ; and the greatest he can send 
is that which this family wiU experienoe : tibdir 
ion, whose happiness in &is world aodiifig^ 
could have repaired, has died without the so^ 
ifering of a minute^ in the discharge if his 
du(y, in the moment of glory, a British officer 
said a Christian !«^ am sureyoa have toamuoh 
good sense, you are too well taught^ to make 
iiis blameless life, his uasidlied honour, his high 
<5haracter9 a reason for regret ; would yoki make 
a wone present than the best you have . to yow 
Maker?* 

RosftUQ^ could acguiesce«^B4)faBne <K»ild ad^ 
mit — but, of necessity, Rosanne felt deeply. 
The dread of seeing her fetber enter, ' not iir- 
fdrmed of wlmt had happened, made her urge 
Mr. Grant to go to him. He was absent ikom tief 
near au houri i^ihtch she strove to employ in 
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mafcteg herself wmtble to the Tndoh Qiat fnigfat 
9nrve addtd to the magmtuds of her sfaire in 
th^ misfortune :-^^at her father lived; ^14; 
he Mras daily improvisig in habits ; ttet he wae 
transfferii&g his dependence fiiom the pimhafale 
world, a world which every day read a Umou of 
detadihag forhearance, to that for which she 
hoped he ^vas anxiously preparing himself;*^ 
they had iio Frederic Goss to dtstnrb thbir'quiet; 
fco Lady Jjucretia to reveal womuding secrets; 
die Byramis would continue their friende { ihe 
O^mesdene would become so; and Mn Grant 
WtejVnder Heaven, her firm reli^uice. 

Rosanne had ^ways been in the practke of 
icompomiding with happiness: she made aom 
condign on which she would make exertion ; 
it was the simple process of a nund formed by 
stsel^f-^ sort of childish accommodatson to in^ 
perfect powers; she had not, even now, left off 
"the custom :^ If my father cm sstpport this 
«hock/ sa»d ehe, * I must and will tfaiiik of no- 
ilmig but ai^og those who stand so Aiuc^ juatret 
to tft than I do.^ 

But how 4id her Either iBceive it ? . She had 
not €V^ tiie satisfaction^ knowing this ; fca^ 
wfatti Mr. Grant came from him, his haniikM- 
ithkf ^at at his eyes, and she was told that her 
:^ther begged to be allowed to spend the mora- 
tttgailone; he ewtreated iier to take eveiy eare 
is€ hieiself) and hoped^ in a £bw hoors^ to aieet 
|ier widi t)Qmpo8iuei» ^ You my he nftisfied/ 
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said Mr. Grant, ' if you have any oonfidence in 
nie ; I am sure he will repay our forbearance.*-^ 
His room is open to me, I shall go and talk to 
him for a few minutes at a time; and he thinks 
so rightly, that I know he will think: to adr 
vantage/ ^ 

^ And now/ said Mr. Grant, as he was quitting 
her, after their unrelished breakfast, ' here is my 
good Lady Ormesden coming to take care of 
you ; and I insist on your, letting her in : see 
her good sense; and, believe me, child, there is 
a vast deal of good sense in the world that is 
passed over as matter of course. This • useful 
faculty, in her, points out that she is the only fit 
companion for you just now — she is expericfnced 
in sorrow ; her children have had their share of 
passive suffering; but tliey are not the adepts 
she is : so she comes herself. You will recol'- 
lect that, though your father's errors are no 
secret to her, yet no one but her- son, of all the 
family, knows, or ever will kpow, any thing 
more, in tfais« instance, than, that professicMoal 
danger made a great obstacle ; and that now 
you are in the state of many more, with abun* 
dant cause to be thankful that you are not a 
helpless widow with half a dozen children, 
and a hundred and fifty pounds a year to niai»- 
tain them.' 

Lady Ormesden spent the morning witb Ror 
sanne^ in that quiet composing exertion of kind- 
ness which is never without, good effect./ Stufr 
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allowed her. to write to Lady Agnes^ witihout 
interrupting her, bat watching and encouiagr 
Ing her, as often as ^e kid down her pen. . 

Rosanne parted frcmi her almost with regret; 
60 soothing, so judicious, had been her persua*" 
isions; and, when she saw Mr. Grant, she could 
observe to him that she felt the advantage oi^ 
Lady Ormesden's not having lier perfect' coor 
^dence: *Might I have given way,' said sh^ 
•^ to all I felt, I might have made myself weaker-V 
the necessity of being cautious gave me the 
ebility to be prudent/ 

^ * It is for this very reason/ said he, * that Wr 
timate friends, one shade off relationship, can 
often do more in affliction than near kindred/ . 



It was not till the evening that Bellarmine 

-could see his daughter; he then sent for hen; 

and, at first overcome by meeting ^ mind 

•equally oppressed with his own, he could give 

her no intimation^ of fortitude; but, when lie 

could speak, though nothing could remove their 

causes of grief, he proved to her how those 

. the most pungent may be counterbalanced : ^ .1 

♦have not,' said he, * till to-day felt my own ex- 

-^treme deficiency ; I flattered myself I was become 

a pious man, and, of course, a Christian; but I 

■ perceive now my error; I see that a sense of 

' foeitig wfong, the desire to be right, repentance 

>^f past errors, smd e$|rnestQf ss to avoi4 them, 
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lundly entitle me to tlie glorwit appelUtioQ of 
^ fbllMTtr of Him who came^ to toacb »« ta 
suffer;— H>]i His example I mutt bumbly form 
myieif-^^Hin His interoesaioii I must; rely, euice 
«U thtt I can do is so imperfect— «id to the 
Holy Spirit I must look for guidance^ Hstce I am 
m iiicq>abie of guiding myself* Now» tberefot e» 
SDj dear ekild, acknowledging the goodneia of 
iGody in his severest dispensaticmsy ami His tnh 
^r tsaie for his ereatures in that which seema 
to bear hardest on them ; feeling my own waQit 
of worth, my insufficiency, my heiplcssueasy I 
•ahaudon all hope of support from this vain 
world, and look only to that from above. Wa 
must, my Rose, it appears the will of Prori* 
deuce, end our days, father and daughter, to* 
getlier. — I grieve that this lot is imposed on you 
hj my faults and follies, but I will do what is 
;iii my power to atone ior it It is moat humi* 
liating, it is dreadful, to ^dmit the idea, .that 
your poor wretched father could npi he tauglit 
avbedience to aa omnipotent Deity, or made to 
aoe tiie fiodrbearance of an all*merciful Qo^ but 
by such severe means : that his heart could he 
reached only ihmugh wounds given to fais^luldy 
argues a sad state of mind ; but such, I fear> is 
the truth; and it almost vqnires me to ask &r- 
giveness if I still am tbankftii thtf y^w ane 
spared to me. Yon have suffered a maityrd«m ; 
but I know you will mit rcfiine if itwaa ae*- 
cessary to the great purpose «lpfectedw9^NQr 



utiist yov car Omiit be Manned of grieved ilt 
you see me ' sotnetimes a littte depressed ; my 
heart i^ I hope, too sincerely converted U^ 

r 

endanger my reikpsuig^ \phile the goodness of 
God remains on my ihemory ; but, hoMrefvcr I 
detest £he errors of my life, there is still much 
to be done befwe I can hope to turn so weedy 
a soil into good agriculture : toy resc4ution is, ta 
follow the plan recommended in forming a taste^-* 
I will contemplate and practise what is good tiH 
I entirely prefer it, and, as in the study of the 
fine arts, this must be accomplished by industry* 
Hiere are days in the year on which you may see 
it^ gloomy : I must, at present, be allowed te 
keep them with a little austerity, but my subset 
quent cheerfulness shall repay you. I feel happy 
already in one point— I can forgive all by whom 
I have suffered, and love all whoni I have here- 
tofore considered as in pOMession of comfort 
denied to me. If I could but relieve you, 
my child, from the burden I have imposed o^i 
you' . 

' It will be no burden,' «aid Rosamiie, ^ when 
so supported ; a little time, and I shaH reower ; 
the worst is; I trust, past. ' 

' Any violent shock,' replied Bellarmine, ' I 
hope we have Aot causey at present, to dread ; 
but there will be, I ftar, a sev€re trial for you, 
^ven in our ^fet>*-yeii wiH, I fofcsce, he called, 
in due time, to witness the happy marriages of 
all around you ; Sir Tancred will marry Lady 
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Agnes; Arthur Lynden will obtain Hikn. 
Ormesden, just the woman to make him respect- 
able! and I cannot think, whatever Mr. By ram's, 
apprehensions, that Lord Br^ntleigh can disr 
courage his partiality for Honoria; such vice ai» 
her father's rather calls up the virtues of a suf-* 
ftring family. * Great will be your merit, niy 
child, can you see all this without repining/ 

' I mil see it even with thankfulness, my fa- 
ther/ said Rosanne, ' may I but, at the same 
time,* see you in peace.' 

. * You will, if you can be content. See,' said: 
he, * the sentiments on which you have to de-' 
pend-*-thi8 noble passage in Akenside speaks 
what I feel : 

* Then let the trial Covam ; and witness Thou 
If terror be upon me, if I shrink 
To meet the storm, or falter in my strength, ^ 

If^en hardest it besets me. Do not think 
. That I am fragile and infirm x)f soul, « , 

As late thy eyes beheld me; for Thou liast. changed 
My nature. Uly dommanding voice has wak/d 
My slumb'ring powers, to bear me boldly on 
Wherever the will diviae ndy path ordaids^ 
Through tml or peril— oriy do not Thou 
Forsake me. O ! be Thou for ever near. 
That I may listen to thy sacred voice, 
And guide by thy decrees my constant feet [ 

< .-._Thou, in ileaven, 
O' thou Eternal Arbiter of things ! 
Be thy great bidding done ; for who am I , 

'To .question tby appointment ?' 
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• ■ / ■ 

Is stillness peace ?r-Not, lalways ;— it may be a^ 
truce.^with misfortune ; it may be the control , 
ling: action of one power .on another ;— or it »ay 
be. tbc; qovert , industry, of; revived invaders* 
There is 9. character in some stillness, which ren. 
dersi it ^spicious, and disquiets those over whom 
it .is^.4iiiused^ by the habit or the necessity o^ 
watchf4ilii^fiis. . Such wa^ the stillness that suc- 

. ceeded.to the events that had exhausted the pre- 
sent ; resources of Rpjsanne ; . and lier mind was 
on the alert to figure causes of alarm, when it 
was, almost too much stunned to feel it. She. 
had now no self-congratulation to bestow^, even 
on her. father's best endeavours to secure his 
own r. arid/ to promote her comfort; she saw him 
all. sh^ i could have asked, but she. seemed to 
see ; it .-too; late for this world's purposes. He 
apoQmpf^^ied her to the altar, and her , Heart 
9ielte4 ; 19 gratitude. She , tss^ued herself that 
his miQ4f and its. best affections would never 
QO^w ^gain relapse < under th^ influence of the 
world.: She saw hizn disposed to grow eminent 
in Chrisjtianity,. to ^ cpmmunioate . to others Xhm 
best meajns of attaining jthe satisfaction of every 

- wish ; Jbut she could only say, ' Jhis must be— 
and \t js w^U~let ft^ .endure. to the ,©ad, afkd 



we may attain that whicli is out of S]ght>*>^lio« 
thing in it can ever again interest me.' 

Her father was now her comforter: the 
powers of his mis-used mind 'taming their light 
on the sacred volume^ seemed to have recovered 
more than their own acumen. His experience 
of the efficacy of inspired knguage^ gave an in* 
timfte sense, a personal application^ to what he 
read, which, as he was one of the too many for 
whose conversion it was designed, it was more 
peculiarly his province to explain; and feeding 
her curiosity from the stores of his own knew^ 
ledge and by bringing within its reach some of 
the great part of the Sacred W ritings, whieh at 
present, on Mr. Grant's advice, she read widi a 
passive faith, be roused her mind, by degrees, to 
endeavour to regain that vigour which it had 
been voluntarily renouncing. That the intelli* 
gence of a man whom pride had made it seho^ 
lar, and who scarcely knew the time when die 
learned languages were not familiar to him, 
lihould give an advantage over t))e industrioye 
Endeavours of a young woman, was not V^Wki^ 
derful ; but when Mr. Grant confessed ' that he 
had not seen before, as he now* did, ^e te£w^ 
enee of a parable or the fulfilment of a pr6^ 
phecy— ^Bellarmine, with honoun^le humitify, 
fi^lied^ ^ YoU' have happily, my good friend, 
never put yourself in the way to see it. Thie 
panible, for Instetice, of the unclean spirit 
tekii^ to himself seven ethers, is best tind^ 



4t09A by tibese^hp have expeti*ce4 tb« dooaii- 
idiiqn of A corrupt prini^iplel, xne^Ae impetfeot . en- 
deavours to shake it Ofl> ftiled -for want of im* 
mediate - re<M!HpEip'eD8e> aod sunk at last into all 
'liKe miW of ^n ;— from which fatality maiy God- 
oi his: menGy, through the intercession of his 
S<^ and the opetatiop of his Holy Spirit, keep* 
all those, wb0| like me, have persisted too Idngi 
u^ th|B ways^i)f perverseiie$s/ 

' ' . . . ; 

f Gpniie, xttiy Ro^jaiane/ said Mr. Grant one 
d^ whtn h^ bad been remarking to her on the 
bqai^ty of the^ now :<idvai)citi^ autumo, ^ let us 
BVP^^K^r ;up out i^upernuimerarj^ causes of thanks 
j^i^as i-TTOUr. npiiftds ought to be Sn the state at 
thi^il^vely day, icnuch better than the coiapn»» 
Qpufj^ ^.s^ia^m^s, which the relation of loauisea 
4i|d events ajjows U^ toeJcpect Yovnr letters 
from this suffering family begin to assume a 
Atmsr toner-tbay jb^)l^ wil^ pleasure of meeting 
you. The now elder son^ you see, will come 
l»m^ and cl^uige his views, to watch over the 
WOUlid^d spirits of his father. This is g^iiad an<l 
|prati%inig» and, in 9uch a peculiar case, highly 
pnDpprs fer the waqcession of the aristocracy^ 
Oif a mixed jgovemtoent must not be risqued 
in the andout for public virtue. The clerical 
youn]^ mwi you see, is i^oi^t liberally permitted 
^ bring i«to the family that jewel of a girl, 
your f;^d lloaaria ; and they wiU all come inte 
<>ur n^^hbouifaood for the winter. The manors 
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house will be, I kno^% a scene of generous hos- 
pitality: my poor neighbours will rejoice, and^ 
we will rejoice with them.' 

' It is cheering even to me,' said Rosanne ; 
^ and I hope in time I shall show myself more 
grateful than I am conscious I appear, for your 
and my father's goodness; it has preserved me,' 
under the mercy of Heaven, from * impious dis- 
* content :' — it has all been necessary, for I have- 
felt it, even with my natural disposition, some- 
times difficult to acknowledge the hand of 
mercy in such continued inflictions ; but my' 
submission is, I hope, perfect. I can* suspend- 
my judgment, and tell myself all will be well ; 
and I hope that when I see this rejoicing thafc 
you promise me, I shall be able to prove my- 
self at least a faithful frigid to those more 
fortunate, though admitted not to a share ii^ 
their fortune.' 

^ Mr. Grant was retiring abruptly, but Rosafwie 
stopped him. * Tell me,' said she, * my dearSirj. 
now my father is not by,whetheryou donot thitak 
it a little hard that «o much lenity and so little 
disapprobation should be shown by the Byranl 
family to the children of a man, who, for.thfi 
sake of dishonourable gain, ruined his wife bikI 
offspring at a gaming-table, and then shot him- 
self, while I have been treated sojeverely/ 

* All the severities to which, by our o*n want 
of pru<lence, we expose ourselves from eaclT 
other,' said Mr. Grant, ' are more imipoderater tit 
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Idieir quantity, and Icfss efficacious in their ope*^* 
ration, : than any we meet with from the hand 
of Him who might crush us in a moment; and 
I admit the justice of your qi^estion : but, to be- 
gin with one of the least, reasons — you must 
consider, that it is not necessary to inroU In a 
* pedigree fifty yards long' the circumstance of 
a man's having a passion of this kind. — A 
gambler does not, of necessity, bear for his coat 
of arms*~I wish, with all my swtl, he did — ^a 
dfoe^faox or, between two fiends mUef crest 
at fool's head proper, motto * Sic Itur ad inferos;' 
-r^therefore he escapes the heralds' college ;. but; 
in registering alliances, you mUst tell all yotf 
dad >get&ty atid in telling all, - you ptoclaim, op 
you Jet out, that 'which ; by iufererice tellsrif the 
ebndnct of^romen has beep flagitious. ..This, .1 
am sure, would satisfy you, as to the: seemingly 
nnjust distihctidn ; but when you corisiderThow 
importanb it is to the well-being, nay, to the 
very existence of a rtate, that the female part 
of its population should be objects of the 
highest respect, you > would, for the general 
good, I am convinced, submit gracefully to in- 
dividual bvil; but) in the present instance, I 
deny the extension of any thing but mercy to 
yw. If this' young man was to fall thud early, 
would your n^ear connexion with his family have 
gratified you, who cannot pleisd the excuse of 
vanity in your defence? And think how good 
the Almighty has been to you, my Rose, in, as 

A A 8 
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it wttBf prdtectitig yx^t h^art hiinsolf agaimif 
]^ourielf t'^4(iomiptad'by no ipftsslon, spdilcd 1^ 
ikifolfy, you htit^Mtkfiii 'acted natunUyv ind 
th^eferd f hd natarti} awe of Mperibrft has pre4 
served yon frdtn the effacb of fonduMs/ 
^ Itis most true/ fi^id Rosaline ;^ IdAmmdf 
t hoiioured, X bvfed; and these, ibelings ewry 
day gre\¥^ sttxmgei* ; but there ifas^ I iccmfess, a 
cheek to tny heart in the dUpparity t>f bur sitaa<- 
^on^^n the Utile in tenest I caaid, as almost a 
fof^igner, claim in the Oountiy of winch lie W4ift 
M) disfitigtiished an ornaMent; sotjd, abovie all, 
in the eDneeiousiiess thafvre were fidt ingemicms* 
Yet 1 vrould have choBeni him ^om aU thtt 
world) as I ivQuld Jiave aodepted ^dignity; which 
in him wall Df every kind, and the ^vii/bed^wet 
<lf doing goodf in pveferra^ce to grtss ;indnl^ 
gences said low enjoyiments/ 

^ I understaikd yoi^i^it 4rm liolidiy^loTe* I 
fumember remarking our intompdtelice to jodgie 
^f what will make us bai^py^ in comptagiiig hint 
td the simple portiiaii wliich ybugaire in your 
letter ibout Aithiuv of the requisites to gaia 
yeur ^affections*' 

' I wns sinoew apd t aiti steady;^^ notnnly 
wtottld never displease my tiear fsdier isi m^irry^ 
ing, bat I Would make pleasing him, next to 
doing my duty to a atiill hi^ier aathority, my 
aim in every actiotn of my Hfe; yet ^still I aa^^ 
thatj tD have made me ieotirdy happy, I wast 
iiave iloved Vitiioat the ftar x>f aei^ng te pib- 
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Auneh^he \fhom I lored should bdve ftlt my 
ikthef's interest fof him an obligatioD.T*^! said 
iue must be good^ and X must have proof of it ; 
iie hittst be ahle to guide srn^ protect coo; he 
Biost be geptia to bij fiuilts, aad patient to my 
difects ; and all this^ and much moi^ be was; 
but I s^ld he must not s^arate me from my fa- 
ther ; and I could no^r add> nor from you ; am^ 
abore aU^ I might have said^ he must not 1^ 
Icept ignorant of ^ny thing.' 

The kind attentions of the ladies of the Ormea- 
den family were now invakiable to Boaanne. She 
had never before expeiienced the blessing of 
aueh friendship as they had it in tSieu* powei^ 
and were equally disposal^ to oiSer her. Laafy 
Ortnesden. ww a parent, her daughters were 
jsisters. to her; and to the ahnbst by nature insu- 
lated Rosanne BeUavmine^ whose heart woisld 
have well mpaid the cares of a modner, and would 
iiave cherished the love of ootlatefal nelatioM^ 
to find in strangers thus recommieisded to her 
regard^ and now forming her nearest . society, 
9il that she could image to herself of domestic 
affedMu, was a counterpoise to her weight of 
Mrrow, which she rated as it merited. It ifU 
Slot necessary to her availing herself of this comr 
fwtf that the young womeu should kaowwhat 
had preeediid that which seemed the^raufe of her 
dejection-«-there was enough explained to th^m 
tfi^ aica«tnt for alt they saw^ and to give them 
every requisite power of serving her. 

▲ AS 
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Lady Ormesden, fully informed of the ci^ 
cumstances of Bellarmine's conduct, could trace 
his errors back to their sources, and suggest to 
Rosanne the hope of good to be extracted from 
them. * I know/ concluded she, ' the dis^ 
abilities which ought to mark through life the 
incorrect youth of persons so mis4ed, and I 
acquiesce in them; but when vice has become 
quite as odious to the vicious man as.it is to 
others, then is the' time for private friendship 
and personal regard to pour in their balm : in 
short,' said Lady Orraesdeh, ^ in this, as in other 
cases, let us ask advice where the best is to be 
found, and we shall then omit nothing that can 
deter from vicious paths^ and invite to those 
of virtue. What would. I not give^ my dear 
jrouhg friend, to have recovered my infajtuated 
husband to the state in which your father is ! 
And were I to tell you what he was when I mar* 
xied him, and how entirely he owed his ruin to a 
visit we. made together in the autumnii after- 
wards, you would, even in his instance^ feel for 
the weakness of human nature. O! what do 
those deserve, who, under the guise of hospita- 
lity, and in situations where to su^pe^t that vice 
had ever penetrated, wduld be ajbr^ch of dia** 
rity^— what . do they deserve, when: they lure 
an inexperienced man to that vortex^ the gam«- 
ing-table?' 

^ Yqu make me/ said Rosanne> ^ dear Lady 
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Orm^aden, 'almost coiitent with my.o^vn fljis-^ 
fortune/ 

' Yqu ought to be so,' said she, * now that 
your father. is so well established in a contrary 
course of life. . We must not ask impossibilities 
— we must not ask things not to have been ; he 
repents; he amends; he has made all the atone- 
ment in his power; and lam certain his conver- 
sation is such as will assist in keeping others 
out of the snares into which he had fallen him- 
self. Any inconveniences to which what we la- 
ment, must expose him, I should look on as 
those attending an injured Hmb : do not let hin^ 
attempt too much, and he may pass through 
life now with little suffering from his hurts/ 



For some weeks the attention of Sir Tancred 
had been devoted to the afflicted family ; and 
he had only at intervals come into Kent to ex- 
pedite^ the preparing his house for their recep- 
tion after Christmas; when, instead of being in 
London, they proposed, in a manner the most 
consoling to Bellarmine and his daughter, to be 
his guests. Sir Tancred had never been in 
the neighbourhood >yithout visiting at the rec- 
.tory-house; and all Rosanne's apprehensions of 
any diminution of regard consequent on the ap^ 
proximatipn of these two families, or her own 
abscission from one of them, vanished when sh^ 
l$aw him attaching himself, with the affeption of 
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a son and a nephew, to her father and his friend* 
To facilitate intercourse, he gave orders for 
Slaking the shortest road practicable from the 
manor-house through the grounds to the par« 
sonage ; and, with the obvious meaning of ' 
giving importance to Rosanne, he referred to 
her taste in the choice of some decorations. In 
all' his intelligence from the Byram family, he 
was anxious to set forward their kind disposi- 
tion towards her ; and she thought he meant to 
say, that Sir Tancred and Lady Agnes Onmis- 
den would continue her very affectionate im4 
assiduous friends. 

Returning from them in the end of October, 
he was the bearer of letters which gave still 
"better hopes of recovered serenity. Hitherto 
Rosanne had had brief reports of Lord and 
Lady Brentleigh's fluctuating spirits from 
Lady Agnes , — she could fiot dwell on sub- 
jects so painful, and there was a word which 
she could not write. She spoke of her elder 
brother's having reached them, but she could 
describe him only as James; but now shfe 
could say, that those dear to her were so fkt 
recovering as to form a wish— the first they 
could form — that Mr. Bellarmine and Rosanne 
would come into Wiltshire, and remain with 
them till after Christmas, whett they shcRild 
themselves make a visit of some Ifr'eeks to the 
Onnesden family, and would travel with thetu 
into Kent. 



' When I €onsi<ier/ said BeJhtrmhte, * hdw 
vftnch there wte to. overcome in thte ttihids o^ 
^lebe ^iceettent peopl*, fcefere they eotiH pretall 
on themselves to include a sight of me in theit 
wish, I feel still li^ore Immhled ^^ well ^ rAoit 
gmtefbl Their potite'rress smooths cvety ob*i 
stacle to my pleasure in' secmg them here; but 
I can by no persuasions be induced to obtrude 
tAi their goodtiess; Go, my Rosimie, if y6tt 
can give comfort— even if you cannot receive 
it, go. Sir Tancred takes your dew Honoria 
with him— ^yott will spare yourself the pain of 
parting from her, and your sad home may be 
lna;i(fe pleasanter to yoti by a little absence/ 

Rosanne wks neither obstinate nor selfish^-*- 
she was nbt prone to envy or alT\'e to jealdtisy j 
but her newly-blighted hopes might have been 
brought out to more contemplation by compa* 
rison with those of others now just budding, 
and which she fancied belonged peculiarly to 
the promised companions of her journey. She 
was not in the confidence of one of the par- 
ties: but she could make allowances for the 
peculiar delicacy required by circumstances. 
On all accounts, she wished to decline leaving 
her father. 

Lady Agnes's reply to her letter of excuse, 
which she received after Sir Tancred and Miss 
Ormesden had reached the earl's seat, would 
have repaid her for more than she renounced.^r^ 
It convinced her that jhe had acted rightly; 
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and it informed her, in the kindest manner, of 
the arranged union of Mr. Byram and Honoria. 
It expressed pleasure in the prospect of any 
thing that would keep near each other, either 
in local situation or by the ties of alliai^ce;^ 
persons who seemed designed to make one 
consolidated family. It anticipated the satis- 
faction of finding her in Kent after Christmas, 
and it said all that could be said to a wounded 
mind. 

Here was now a new scene in view. Bellar* 
mine exerted himself to complete the improve-^ 
ments at the rectory-house, and Mr. Grant un- 
dertook the fitting up a very pretty house 
within sight of it, preparatory to the marriage 
of Arthur Lynden and Helen Orme$den.-~ 
* And thus/ said Mr. Grant, ' my dear Ro-f 
sanne^ the accident of your making an ac^ 
quaintance with my foolish niece in afforest 
in France, will people a village ip Kent/ 
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CHAPTER LXXV. 

t 
\ 

V/HBiSTBCAS Came. The manor-house was in high 
order for the noble guests ; and the. rectory- 
house, in liberal propriety, made good its claims 
•to the minor praise of a comfortable clerical 
abode: its rooms were not so spacious; its de- 
corations were only modest; its cellars were 
neither as ample nor as various ; but it was still 
Bomething more than might have been exacted 
^t was decorous, and it was fitting ; and, with* 
out making any invidious estimate in th^ own 
favour of the relative proportions of riches and 
tsares, its inhabitants were content. . Rosanne, 
by comp«u:ison a princess at Chateau- Vicq, was 
here the daughter of an inmate ; and not to go 
beyond what she considered as her station in 
life, was now a care to her, who had been re- 
garded as the certain purchaser of that which 
no one beside could afford. She' conformed 
without a murmur, even when she might have 
•indulged her vanity; but the repositoiy of 
her unworn bridal ornaments, was a . spot her 
foot at present avoided. 

ThegUests arrived, and Rosanne hastened to 
pay her respects as the humble female of the 
parsonage, to those, who. seemed once, however 
fikvated above her, to < have been offered to her 
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kA parents. This the goad Grant felt for her 
far more than she did for herself. It was a fine 
frosty morning, and she would have walked, 
but he would not permit it : his carriage and a 
servant on horseback attended her ; and, though 
lie suffered her to go alone, it was because hk 
thought a particular reception was her dike- 

* fiut now,' said he, when she was putting oii 
her gloves, ^ don't you think-^hut I am ud 
judge of ladies' fkshions-^doii't you think a 
little sprinkling of mourning would have been 
fi handsome compliment to the family r-^the 
Ormesdens, you see, have put it on. I am ai» 
ways in mourning ; or else, faith, I should put 
OB somediing, just to say, ^ I fe^l with you, tnj 
' lord and lady/ 

* No, no,' said she ; ' I have not qoloor 
enough just now fbr black. Dear father, mind 
and be very busy till I ^etoriH^yoii nuist 
bave all those books in their places hoScmk 
^rnner.' 

. She went away in assumed gadety ; but it wai^ 
equally with any solicitude for her Iboks^ ^m> 
sumed :--^he would not pre^ime to meum->*<-fihe 
meant tiie jamily to see that she coaeidbrod hen* 
self as reaoimced, and acqu&esced in her fate; 
9nd it was to be her care to show, that no ni- 
ftunciation could abate her respieetfU attach^ 

»«nt 
The eari received her alaoe : fab eouU no^ 

pay bei a higher compUinetit^ nor mOse •otmnSM 



hnt fvelmgSi She bavtr him firsts to whom t)m 
lm$. WM greatest ; and he tried to eonviiice heF| 
that: the aight of her was consolation tohink 
'*, If yon have not/ aiikl he» attemptiog to amile^ 
^ alhoady' more &di^rs than you <;aix . manage 
continue me, I beseech yol^ of the numbers 
you will always be to us the same dear child 
as if my son had lived to make you our da^Kr 
ter ; and qur tove^for his memory would s^cud^ 
our af&ctkm to you, weije ^y thing wanting /to 
littaoh us. personally/ 

Lady jBr^htleigh came in with Mr« Byjam and 
Lady Agnes : she had been too confident ia het 
fbrtitude; but het daughter, all firm dign^ty^ 
gave her time to recover that. sc^f^posSession 
Whidi ebabjfed her to a^lb for mc^fehau b^rscttf; 
to4 m a few mix(ut?s, iitecQll^cticins ^g^ye w%|f 
to .the jgenoral seittiment on meeting RosaQnet 
£vcry one inquired after Mr. Bellarmfne* ^ I 
shair love him more than ever/, md the coun* 
less : ' Sir Tancied says, he never s^aw such an 
«cample of goodiiess<~tell him, he. must coint 
to ufi — we shall have no scruple o£ showiug our 
weakness before one who will make such al* 
lowancte for it/ ; 

An intercourse was imitiediately establisihed^ 
which realiaed the pleasures that the society <)i 
persons thus circumstanced could be suppofudd 
capable of affording. Rosanne was admitted 
into all the |>lans of the fiyram and Ormesden 
&milieS| except that whidi respected Sk Tan* 
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cred anil Lady Agnes; and at length, xireary 
of waiting for confidence, that perhaps only 
waited to be invited, sh6, in private with her 
ladyship, ventured to beg her to allow her the 
satisfaction of knowing that she might indeed 
expect her as a resident at the manor-house. 

Lady Agnes was not offbnded ; but she laid 
some blame on that general inconsistency which 
snakes serious intentions pass for professiotis] 
♦ Were I to say,' said she, * that I would go to 
Bath next month, those who know my usual 
performance of promises, would believe me; 
but because sodie people marry after they hwi 
violently and vehemently declared they will 
not, the first possible match is made for me^ 
Vrho have always coolly and cautiously aeteil 
ki a way that should rather have insplrCMi 
confidence than exerted doubt. My dea* R<^ 
sahne— 'I shall never be any thing more than an 
occasional visitor at the manor-house. '/!ttie 
mistress of it ! — /Lady Agnes Ormesden ?— No; 
believe me, I could give you such a r^isoni 
against my listening to Sir Tancred, were he to 
propose for me, as even ^om^ must admit: he 
will, I believe, bring home a lady*— but not 
your friend Agnes, I assure you. I am not at 
liberty to say more at present— you have seen 
the intended Xady Ormesden often, and at our 
house; but I am sorry to add, that we ttevef 
<rould discover that you admired her as much as 
we did : my iather says,^ you have always ap- 
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peared to him to' undervalue her; but I think 
when she is * properly introduced to you, and 
you know her better, your opinion of her must 
niMid;'and you will love her as we do. You 
will know all in good time— -but keep what I 

haVe told you to yourself.' i 

, I . 

r * 

' • ■ ■ I I 

A'Vintcr o( sorde severity was passed in aP 
state of improvhig peace> and in tdisseiftmating 
aix)und the manor-hotise and the parsonage the 
best alteviations of poverty. • Bellarmine led 
the way in all that required his extensive know-^ 
ledge of the various branches of a national com- 
munit?y: his habits of calculation contributed 
to' that desirable end., the doing good without 
doing harm. Agriculture and medianics were 
indebt^ to his experience, and above all, is 
matters still more important, he could say, ^Thiai 
is possible, for I have done it' — '* This is right,. 
for it has given me'peacc*' . 

^ I may have known happiness more brilliant,' 
said Rosanne to Lady Agnes, * but I never en-. 
joyed any that bad so permanent an Aspect In 
those around me, I have fathers, mothers, sisv 
ters, brothers — and wei*e I not anxious to 
know who is to be this new Lady Ormesden, 
whom I am sorry to have, as you say,' under- 
valued, I do not think I could ask any altera- 
tion in the blessings I enjoy.' . j 

* You shall be gratified before we part,' said 
Lady Agnes: ' permitted or not, Lwill tell 
you, before we quit Kept.' 
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Spfiiig aipproached) and ^ rismoval to towii 
Was necessary ][>revious %o the niarriatges of the 
MiasOnnesdeos : Ro^anue was iuvite4 and uprgied 
to accompany them ; but sh^ could ]xoi y^t atr 
tempt the eitptiriment of a gayer life : lendepied 
fearful of vicissitude^ she preferned th^ Kentiah 
parsonage and the society of her father and Mr. 
Grants to attending o&e of ti^ brides. ial;o Wilt- 
fiute, or evcdii returning with tbe.otlien Sh^ 
undertook to ^haVe ArUiuf Lyude^'s house roady 
tor the reci6ptix)n of Helen, and. Was pft^rlectly; 
eontentwith the distinction of being tel^d oiir 

Lady Agnes stemed^ in tiie bwtle <>f idepart- 
isg, to lu^ve forgottoa hett promise of di^ol^^ing 
the secret of Sir Tancned's.intendeld lady, fifhe 
secolleolicd it^ hoia^eyer» ; hi tim^; and ^i| the- 
ftibtningoftheiraettisig off, remioding S^Qsanne 
herself of her emgagement, she led her ii^to the 
library, where the earl was aloile^ se^li^g some 
papers ; and saying, * Now, my deaf father, do 
let Rosa(nne know every body's pUn' — she left 
her. 

Without the least formality, the earl, as if 
wishing npt to be overheard, laid in a. low yoice^ 
^ You are anxious, I .understand, abomt the 
neighbour you may hasre here; and Agn^s thinka 
I can, better than any body, reconcile you to 
Ormesdea's choice : the lady is a near !and deav 
conitiexion of ours; and we. certainty would do 
any thing ia our power to facilitate the match ; 
but the success of our endeavours is still very 
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problematicaL She Has. stated . condi tidos^ and 
ve would accede to them, but it would be. p;*e<- 
- sumption in us to say we can satisfy such de- 
mands—we give her time to consider — she 
will not be hurried :— if she will not abate, we 
must devise the means of our meeting them ; 
but with all we can do, it depends so much on 
h^ disposition, that we are anxious* These 
are the terms she insists on in her own hand* 
writing, my dear Rosanne ; and when you know 
her, a little of your influence may serve us.' 

What was Rosanne's surprise, when she per- 
ceived that the paper Lord Brentleigh held be- 
fore her, was her own letter to her father on 
Arthur Lynden's declaration, and that ' the 
terms' of which his lordship had spoken, were 
contained in. the concluding paragraph, in which 
she had depicted the necessary qualifications in 
him who might hope for the Unreserved posses- 
sion of her heart* 

* And now,' said Lord Brentleigh, * my very 
dear Miss Bellarmine, if you can find another 
man who answers as my friend does to these 
hard requisitions, I have done :— he has never 

* flattered' you : you certainly may * love him 

* without presumption,' — he * will love, and must 
' ever feel obliged to your father' — ^he is 'good,' 
and you * have proof of his goodness' — ^lie can ' 

* inform* and * guide' you — he is ^ patient' and 

* gentle' — ^and he'* will not take you away from 
' your father ; no?,' added his lordship, smiling, 
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' aven from Mr. Grant. I could say a.gneat deal 
^of his uncommcm m^ita aad pretensions," c<m- 
' eluded the earl,-^^ I could tell of love at first 
s^t, submitting to despair-o-tof friendship ie« 
joicing in the sacsifice of happine8s^-K>f gene- 
rosity seeking to pteserve for another that which 
it needed 4»r itself~-and of the consolation my- 
self and all n^y family must derive from seeing 
bestowed on my son's dearest friend iher whom 
we must ever regard as a daughter of oui* tiouse ; 
— ^but here is the owner of these great qualities 
to speak for himself, and I leave him to your 
justice/ 



THE £NI^ * , 






JCJ,. ." 



f 



S. GosneUy Prtai^r^ Ijttli^ Queen Street^ Lo;id«rt« 



